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A thank you from the team
Twelve years since Hilltop News was
launched: time again to acknowledge the
advertisers, contributors and distributors
for their continuing support of the
magazine.

W

ithout the support of the
advertisers, we would not be able
to distribute Hilltop News free
of charge to more than 600 households.
The contributors help keep the pages filled
with their reports from our churches, pubs,
clubs, societies, school and councils. The
distributors get the magazine from the
printer to your homes with the minimum
delay.
I am fortunate in having such a fine
editorial team to work with. Anne
Butterworth and Ann Horn are driving
forces behind Hilltop News now, as they
were at the start. As well as co-ordinator,
Anne deals with church matters. Ann
handles the time-consuming task of
securing and processing all advertising.
I have been lucky to work with Mike
Spark, always ready and able to add his
design flair in putting the pages together
ready for print. Paula Angell is a muchvalued help with proof-reading: errors
rarely get past Paula!
On behalf of the Hilltop News ‘team’
I thank finally all you readers for your
continued interest in our parish magazine.
Graham Lincoln, editor

Happy Easter!
Did you know that, in
England, the first chocolate
egg was made in 1873 by Fry’s of Bristol.
Today, 90 million eggs are sold in the UK
each year and sales at Easter make up one
tenth of this total. Have a Happy Easter
and go easy on the chocolate!

Bushcraft at Cholesbury Camp?

In this issue…
• J im Hetherington re-visits a successful
Hilltop resident
• Sally Reynolds has a ‘field’ day
• R
 ebecca Tricks runs a marathon
for charity
• Strange goings on at Cholesbury Camp
• Rapid progress for Superfast Broadband
• Afternoon Club opens for our seniors

Front cover Marsh marigolds provide a
welcome splash of early colour to our
local ponds
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• C
 hris Brown is inspired by an 18th
century naturalist.
…plus all the news from our churches,
school, pubs, clubs, councils and societies.
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THE PARISH COUNCIL
As Spring beckons, it marks the start of a
very busy period for the Parish Council,
with the roads needing extra attention
following the ravages of winter weather,
the financial year end approaching,
elections in May and many local initiatives

Plan, which was required by government
to plan how the country would manage
housing needs and general planning policy.
At the beginning of this year we were
informed that the government had rejected
the district’s plan for having unrealistic
expectations. Therefore the District Council
must submit a new plan “The Local Plan”.
The Parish Council has again been consulted
and has replied in terms of aiming to…

and planning matters requiring the
councillors’ involvement.

A

s usual, I will start again with
providing an update on the roads,
which thankfully the County Council
has listed as high priority in this year’s
budget.
Highways
Although by the end of last year my list
of outstanding highways matters was
relatively small, the last Parish Council
Meeting added ten new matters requiring
attention. These include new potholes
throughout the Parish; areas of verge
clearance in Hawridge; removal of silt from
the roads on Swan Lane and Hawridge
Hill; broken signage on the Chesham Road;
gulley clearance and pavement repair on
Browns Rise. As I write, Cholesbury Lane
from The Full Moon to Hawridge Hill is
being repaired and the council is now
pushing for a full surface re-dressing of
the Lane, as is already promised for Oak
Lane. Some work was done on The Vale
in February but this is not, in the opinion
of the council, complete and we will be
requesting further work to be done.
Also, the ground fixings for the MVAS
signage will be fixed in April and we have
booked the sign for our Parish for late
August/early September.
The Local Plan
As you may remember, well over a year
ago, the council was consulted on the
District Council’s Delivery Development
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• P
 rotect the rural environment of unique
Chiltern village settlements.
 reserve the Green Belt and associated
• P
planning restrictions.
• P
 romote transport and communication
links to Hilltop villages in order to help
promote local business development.
• E
 ncourage policies that provide support
for pubs, village shops, village halls and
recreation areas to promote thriving
communities.
• S how concern about the threats
posed by HS2, local airport expansion,
environmental damage and invasive
species.

on your mobile, tablet or computer. Go to
www.buckscc.gov.uk/online to see what you
can do.
BCC has recently introduced ‘live web
chat’ to our libraries, schools and Blue
Badge webpages and will be expanding
web chat more widely across more of their
website.
BCC also want to help make sure that
people who are less able to access online
services are not excluded and are helped to
gain vital computer and internet skills. Read
more about this at:
www.buckscc.gov.uk/about-your-council/
our-plans/digital-strategy/help-to-getonline/.
If you are not confident at using the
internet and would like to find out more
about how you can improve your digital
skills, Buckinghamshire libraries run a
variety of courses and taster sessions.
They also run free volunteer-led sessions
using Learn My Way, the free online IT
training package for those aged 16 and

over. From learning to use a keyboard,
staying safe online to shopping and social
media, Learn My Way is an ideal way to
learn at your own pace and within the
familiar and safe environment of our
libraries. Find a session near you at: http://
www.buckscc.gov.uk/leisure-and-culture/
libraries/start-something-digital/.
Hayley Lewis, Clerk to the Council
758843 or e-mail
parishclerk.ccslpc@gmail.com

Your councillors are:
John Allen, Chairman: 758095
Nigel Blomfield, 758314
Chris Brown, 758890
Philip Matthews, 758205
John Minting, 758206
Francis Sanger, 758767
Judith Joseph: 758702

• O
 ppose developments that are
unsupported by an equal investment in
infrastructure.
• Improve the resources and effectiveness
of the District Planning team to manage
infringements effectively.
Following submission of the council’s
response at the beginning of March there
will be further consultation later in the year
on a more specific plan.
‘Do it online’ with Buckinghamshire
County Council
BCC want to make it as quick and easy as
possible for residents to get in touch with
them, whether to report a problem, find
out some information or make a simple
transaction. It has improved its website and
online services, so that you can get in touch
Hilltop News
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THE COUNTY COUNCIL
This newsletter is
published just as the
Care Act becomes law on
lst April. This means the
biggest shake up in social
services for generations
and will encourage
everybody to adopt a wellness lifestyle to
reduce health problems later in life.

L

ocally we have appointed social care
staff to work with GP’s to support
people most likely to need hospital
treatment through our multi-agency teams,
encouraging people who need support to
participate in their communities and to
keep themselves as fit and independent
as possible. This is vastly preferable to
needing a hospital bed and regular exercise
is proven to ward off dementia and a
range of other long term conditions. The
Better Care Fund, which requires health
and social care services to integrate and be
centred around the patient, will see our
reablement services in Buckinghamshire
more streamlined and fit for purpose in
preventing bed blocking.
The county now has 30,310 registered
businesses and a healthy £14 billion
economy. HM Treasury retains a net tax
contribution of £4,500 per Bucks resident
that gets used to fund national and local
priorities. It is a worry that after the general
election this position could deteriorate if
the SNP is part of a coalition that directs
more money to Scotland and northern
England from the power house in the
South East. Apprenticeships are also well
promoted with 96% of employers saying
they bring benefits to their business: 3000
are currently employed in the county. The
Chesham Project, as it is known, has worked
hard with the Jobcentre to bring suitable
jobs into the area and the number of NEETS
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is low by comparison with other places.
I have met our MPs and District
Councillors to discuss the challenges we
face both locally and nationally. Soon the
next tranche of roads to be resurfaced
will be announced and there is support
to make the approaches to schools safer
by lowering speed limits and making the
entrances more visible. Ofsted inspectors
now say they are greatly encouraged by
the progress the county council has made
following an inadequate inspection in 2014.
An additional £10 million has been pumped
into the service but one of the biggest
problems is the recruitment of experienced
social workers together with the number
of children being referred to social care.
Before the inspection the service was
overwhelmed by the number of new cases,
but we have now been able to strengthen
and increase our workforce. The Energy
from Waste plant is progressing at Calvert,
and once the facility is accepting waste
it will cut our landfill costs substantially
and provide electricity for around 25,000
houses. This is an area of Bucks that will
suffer severe consequences from HS2 and
housebuilding in a really attractive part of
the county.
Please let me know if I can raise your
concerns with officers at County Hall.

HAWRIDGE &
CHOLESBURY C OF E
SCHOOL

T

he half term holiday already feels a
long time ago but the children have
been working hard both inside and
outside of the classrooms. Running clubs
and after school clubs including football,
tennis, netball, taekwondo and the JAM
(Jesus and me) club have been going
weekly since the new year and, due to
popular demand, will continue.
Windmills enjoyed a winter sports
activity day run by the older children at
Chiltern Hills Academy and the Key Stage
2 children took part in a cross country inter
school competition at Great Missenden
school. A majority of the children
came in the top ten out of races with
over 60 children, which was a fantastic
achievement. There has also been a sports
event held for the older children at Chiltern
Hills involving both football and netball.

All the children took part in a winter
reading challenge which proved a huge
success and included a pizza lunch for some
of the children (names drawn from a hat)
who had managed to read a book every
day over the period of the competition.
Over the half term all the children were
given an additional challenge to enter the
BBC 500 words competition.
World Book day was held at the
beginning of March with author Matthew
Morgan spending the day with the children
carrying out workshops with some of his
books including ‘Funny Fingers’, ‘Yuck’ and
‘Beastly Business’. In addition, parents came
in to read their favourite children’s book
to small groups and the children came in
dressed as their favourite character from a
book.
The school was also visited earlier in the
term by storyteller Debbie Guneratne from
Sri Lanka who held class workshops with
KS1 listening to a Japanese story about a
boy in a boat and then making origami
boats to help them plan their own story.

Cllr Tricia Birchley
Cabinet Member for Health & Wellbeing
Chiltern Ridges Division
01296 621138 pbirchley@buckscc.gov.uk
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KS2 were read traditional hero stories and
then wrote their own linked to what they
had discussed in the workshop.
Year 6 have been given the job of
rearing trout, having been offered some
eggs and a specially designed tank for this
purpose. Under the guidance of those who
are knowledgeable in this area, the children
have been maintaining the tank conditions
to create the perfect environment and
monitoring the eggs and baby fish. As part
of this project they have also been visited
by Affinity Water to talk about ways to be
water efficient.
The Christingle service was combined
with an RE Curriculum open morning, with
a number of parents joining in. Discussion
items included “what is important in your
life,” and “what is love.” Year 5 and 6
children spent a morning visiting Chesham
Mosque and Hawridge Church to deepen
their understanding of another religion in
the community and compare and contrast
that to the Christian faith.
As part of raising funds for the school
the PSA have held a Boden clothes sale and
a quiz night which were both a success. We
are now organising the Spring Fayre, which
will include a visit by the local fire service,
a local petting farm with a number of
different animals, inflatables and a number
of other stalls and games for the children.
The event will be held on Saturday 16 May
and, as ever, you are all very welcome to
join us.
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All in all another busy term! The Year 6
children are going to submit the next article
as part of their curriculum, so we will look
forward to reading about the school from
their perspective.
Finally, a couple of requests: the
school is looking to improve the learning
environment for the reception children
and have asked parents for donations. If
you can help we are looking for very large
plant pots, bamboo plants, small spring
plants such as primroses and pansies,
shells, pebbles, fir cones, bamboo screens,
camouflage netting, ground sheets and net
curtains. Any offer to your local school will
always be appreciated.
Our very best wishes for Easter to you all.

The School had its Health and Safety
audit by the Local Authority Inspectors
earlier in the term and were awarded
the highest grade of A – excellent.

NEIGHBOURHOOD
WATCH

T

here are always
scams operating
to catch out the
unwary. You may have
seen one reported where
men appear to be looking for help because
they have broken down in a vehicle, and
offering (worthless) jewellery in exchange
for cash to get petrol. On-line Auction Sites
are also regularly targeted by fraudsters
- if the advertised item seems too good
to be true, it probably is. Do not be taken
in by these and report any such incidents
immediately to the police and contact
Action Fraud on 0300 123 2040.
Likewise, if you see any suspicious
vehicle, the police can verify legitimacy very
quickly, take down the number and contact
them.
Remain aware of unusual activity, call
101 for non-emergency situations and 999
for emergencies.

Several members have recently very
much enjoyed a Saturday Workshop
organised by Helen Price, one of our newer
members.
It is Centenary Year for Women’s
Institutes, and although our institute
was only formed in 1979 (there was
an afternoon one before that) to
commemorate the 100 years a tree has
been planted in the grounds of St Leonards
Parish Hall and a Centenary Event is
planned for 19 July at the Hall. More details
on this will follow.
In this Centenary Year, why not become
a member yourself and help to shape the
next 100 years? Look on the cholesbury.
com website for more information. Better
still, come to our next meeting on 20 April,
when we shall hear the story of the Amber
Room, originally completed in 1859 in St
Catherines Palace in Russia but destroyed
during World War Two. Work to recreate
the lost treasures began in 1979 and was
finished in 2003.
Shirley Blomfield (758314)

CHOLESBURY-CUM-ST
LEONARDS W.I.

T

he New Year began with Colin Oakes
coming to our January meeting and
speaking about what women did in
World War One. As usual with Colin, this
was a lively and entertaining talk.
The weather being sometimes at its
worst in February, we played safe and
asked one of our members, Liz Firth, to
give a flower arranging demonstration. Liz
did this superbly, showing how the use of
foliage and greenery provide the perfect
starting point for any flower arrangement
and giving many tips to encourage us for
the future. Nicky Tullett thanked Liz and
presented her with a small gift.
Hilltop News
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Local History 
Group

T

here was an
excellent turnout,
just shy of 70,
for our March meeting
on the Changing Face
of Farming in the Chilterns, with Alison
Doggett giving a very entertaining and
informative talk spanning 1000 years of
agricultural activity in the Chiltern Hills.
Our next talk is at 8.15 on Friday 10 April
(not Good Friday as previously billed!) at
Cholesbury Village Hall. Infantry Training at
Halton in WW1 is the second of this season’s
talks on The Great War. Our speaker is
Francis Hanford, curator of the Trenchard
Museum at RAF Halton. To complement the
talk there will be a display of WW1 photos,
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memorabilia and other documents, many
of which lent by those with past or present
connections with the Hilltop Villages.
Our final get together this season is
on Friday 8 May at Cholesbury Village
Hall, starting promptly at the earlier time
of 7.30pm. We start with a quick AGM
followed by a talk on Coaching Inns by
Julian Hunt – always a popular speaker
amongst members and a prolific writer on
all things historic in Buckinghamshire. After
hearing about 18th century hospitality,
our evening rounds off in similar vein
with some food (kindly provided by those
attending) and a drink to celebrate another
successful season for the Local History
Group.
All meetings open to non-members, just
£4 at the door.
Chris Brown (758890)
e-mail localhistorygroup@cholesbury.com
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Superfast Broadband update
It is just a year since we heard that our
local campaign to get Superfast Broadband
(SfBb) for the Cholesbury exchange area
had been successful. At the most recent
meeting with BT Openspace the Working
Group learnt that surveying has now taken
place for four new SfBb cabinets (DSLAMs)
connecting the fibre-optic cable to the
existing roadside cabinets (PCPs) and then
via the copper telephone cables to each
property.

I

nstallation is scheduled to be completed
by the end of September 2015.
Meanwhile, surveying has started for
premises with HP5 postcodes ending with
2UJ, 2UL, 2UN, and 2UW that are served
directly from the exchange via an ‘exchange
only’ line. In due course these properties
may either be connected directly with fibre
optic cable (FTTP) or by installing a further
DSLAM cabinet at Braziers End. This work
has been brought forward and completion
is expected around January 2016.
More good news! In a new development,
separate from the SfBb programme,
the Cholesbury exchange phone and
broadband technology will shortly be
upgraded. Following our SfBb campaign
BT Wholesale, who sells on to the likes of
TalkTalk, Plusnet, etc, may have belatedly
realised there is a growing local market
for other broadband and digital telephone
services. We understand that between April
and June this year the Cholesbury exchange
will be upgraded with new technology.
As a result, the theoretical maximum
broadband speed, presently 8mbps, will
increase to 24mbps. Realistic speeds will be
somewhat below this but nearly everyone
Hilltop News

should notice at least some improvement to
current speeds and reliability.
When BT enables our exchange for
ADSL2+, some broadband providers may
automatically upgrade services. In other
cases subscribers will need to contact their
broadband provider. Later this year, when
SfBb becomes available, there should be
a choice of providers keen to sign up new
customers.
STOP PRESS – Just heard from BT that
installation work may start from the end of
March. Firstly, at Hawridge and Cholesbury
School and down along Hawridge Common
to provide the electricity supply to the new
cabinet. So you might see trenches being
dug and cabling threaded through from
Easter onwards. Of the other three sites
where excavation/cable laying and cabinet
installation will be undertaken after this,
the site where this will be most obvious
will be on Cholesbury Common, as a power
supply has to be carried across (under) the
Common and road from near The Bury
to outside Ivy Cottage. We are grateful
to Christine Stott, who has been working
closely with the Group to ensure the visual
impact and disruption is minimised.
The Superfast Broadband Working Group
11

Good Neighbours Group

Colts looking forward to sunny training days

HAWRIDGE &
CHOLESBURY
CRICKET CLUB
Preparing for summer
After a hugely
successful league
season in 2014, in
which H&C won the
Mid Bucks League
2 unbeaten, the
Saturday League
team is anticipating
a much tougher 2015
season in League 1.
The composition of the team is not likely
to change much, although there is every
hope that the youngsters in the team will
make greater contributions as they mature.
We have some exciting younger talent in
the club.
The first club friendly of the season is
at home to Sarratt on Sunday 12 April.
Hopefully the weather will continue to
improve, so that work can be completed on
the wicket and outfield. In line with global
warming, our summer seasons seem to be
starting earlier and earlier!
The league season traditionally runs
through the 18 weeks from the beginning
12

of May until the last Saturday in August.
The first home match is on 2 May against
Challoners.
Colts
‘Sign up Day’ for Colts is Saturday 28th
March. By making this early start, it will
allow Youth Development Officer Ian
Hames to marshal his team of coaches,
managers and helpers in time for the first
Colts Evening on 16 April. For the second
year running, the club will be fielding
teams in age groups from Under 9 to
Under 14: quite a feat for a small village
cricket club. Last year there were 70
signed-up colts, most of whom live in the
hilltop village area.

Pub Lunch Club
The Pub Lunch Club membership has
grown to over 40 who regularly meet at
the Black Horse at 12.30pm on the second
Wednesday of each month. Lunches are
open to anyone living in, or connected with
the Hilltop Villages. Maybe you work from
home or are retired so are around in the
middle of the day and fancy a break and
a chat over a meal. This also provides an
opportunity for those who might otherwise
not find it easy to get to local social events.
If a lift is needed this can be arranged.
On offer is a two-course meal, plus tea or
coffee for just £9.
The next few dates for your diary are:
Wednesdays 8 April, 13 May and 10 June.
Booking is made in advance by email or
telephone the number below.

Severe Weather Car Scheme
Thanks to the team of volunteers who
supported the Severe Weather Car Scheme
over the winter months. Once again, thanks
to a milder winter season than is typical for
the Hilltop Villages, there were no call outs.
Further Information
If you would like to know more about,
or become a volunteer with the Good
Neighbours Group, go to www.cholesbury.
com and follow the link to Good
Neighbours Group or contact Chris Brown,
email: goodneighbours@cholesbury.com or
phone 758890.

Dates for the Diary
12 April – F irst Sunday Friendly
against Sarratt
2 May – First Mid Bucks League Match at
home against Challoners
21 July – Big Picnic
All news, photos and more can be
found on the club website, which is
hawridgeandcholesbury.hitscricket.com.
The club also has a Facebook Page and
Twitter Account.
Brian Ralphs
Hilltop News
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CHOLESBURY cum
ST LEONARDS
HORTICULTURAL
SOCIETY

Dates for your diary:
Thursday 16 April, 6.30 to 8pm – Members
after-hours nursery visit to Little Heath
Farm, Potten End.

Affordable warmth

Thursday 21 May, 5-8pm – Open Garden at
Montana in aid of Scannappeal.

The snowdrop visit to Hawridge Place on

Saturday 6 June, 1.30pm – Plant Stall, St
Leonards Fete.

he Bucks Affordable Warmth Network
is accessing ECO grants in partnership
with British Gas to offer free, A-rated
replacement boilers to homeowners and
private renting tenants whose boilers are
rated D or below and are in receipt of
certain benefits. This includes:

Sunday 22 February was a great success as
the sun shone and the snowdrops looked
their best. Over 90 locals braced the cold to
view Carys and Eric Gadsden’s collection of
over one hundred varieties of snowdrops
whilst enjoying hot refreshments.
Donations were collected and we were
delighted to send a cheque for £409.90 to
the Hospice of St Francis.

W

e also had our annual talk on
‘A year in the life of our local
BBOWT Nature Reserves’. Local
BBOWT reserves include Dancers End,
College Lake and Aston Clinton Ragpits.  
In the garden, delay cutting lawns where
crocuses have bloomed for at least 8 weeks
after flowering to ensure a good display
next year. The same applies to daffodils,
especially if the aim is to naturalise them.
Most shrubs should be pruned immediately
after flowering, if at all, because they
flower on wood developed over the
summer.
Check on climbers that might be
growing around guttering or pipes. Whilst
fine now, the stems will become thicker and
possibly force the pipes away from the wall
or block the gutters. Use fleece to protect
vulnerable plants when cold nights are
forecast: a sudden temperature drop can be
as damaging as a frost.
Finally, in May you can take steps
to improve grass areas by aerating and
feeding. Make a note now, particularly
after heavy rain, of those areas prone to
waterlogging.
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Friday 19 June, 7-8.30pm – Members Only
Evening Open Garden.
Tuesday 23 June, 8.45am-5.45pm - Coach
trip to Wakehurst Place and Nymans.
Saturday 5 September – Horticultural and
Craft Show.
Friday 20 November, 7.30-9.30pm – AGM,
quiz and supper.
For more details about events or
membership contact Diana Garner on
758347 or Montana@cholesbury.net.
Sarah Tricks

Hilltop News
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Residents in receipt of:
• Child tax credit
• State Pension Credit
• Working Tax Credit (over 60s)
Or:
• Income-related employment and support
allowance
• Income-based job seeker’s allowance  
• Income Support
• Working Tax Credit with a relevant
income of £15, 860 or less
And who also:
• Receive the work-related activity or

Hilltop News

support component of the incomerelated employment and support
allowance
• Have parental responsibility for a child
under the age of 16 or up to their 20th
birthday if they are in full-time nonadvanced education and who ordinarily
reside with that member
• Are in receipt of certain disability
payments, including: child tax credit
which includes a disability or severe
disability element; disabled child
premium, disability premium, enhanced
disability premium or severe disability
premium; or a pensioner premium,
higher pensioner premium or enhanced
pensioner premium.
To check eligibility and for further
information, use freephone helpline: 0800
107 0044, or email: awn@nef.org.uk
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HAWRIDGE &
CHOLESBURY
COMMONS
PRESERVATION
SOCIETY
Litterblitz
Our annual litterblitz will take place from
28 March until 6 April. It is much needed
this year as there is a lot of rubbish on the
Commons and it is important to remove
it before the new season’s growth makes
it too difficult to do so. As usual there is a
supply of garbage bags at three collection
points - opposite Church Lane, Hawridge;
opposite the School; and by the Cricket
Club. Large items like car tyres, which may
be awkward to move, can be left on the
edge of the road near to where they are
found. Bags of smaller items may be left at
the collection points and we will organize a
council pick-up after the litterblitz period.
Your help with keeping the Commons tidy
is always greatly appreciated.
This year Sarah Tricks has kindly
organized some help in rubbish removal
around the Rose and Crown from a group
from the Beds, Bucks and Herts Geocachers
(BBHG) with which she is associated.
Geocaching is a form of ‘treasure hunting’
based on the use of co-ordinates either on
a GPS device such as Garmin or TomTom
or on an App for your mobile phone. It is
suitable for individuals, groups and families.
In return for caching the BBHG group is
involved in events such as ‘Cache In Trash
Out’ and tree planting. We are naturally
very grateful for their assistance.
Apparently, there are a number of
caches on and around the Commons and
many thousands nationally. Should you be
interested in seeing how successfully you
can locate our local ‘treasure’, you can sign
up with geocaching.com, which is free.
Other useful websites include the National
16

Trust http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/
activities/geo-caching/. There are lots of
different types of caches and various levels
of difficulty. Sarah and Isobel are planning
a trail specially designed for the Village
Picnic, which will be suitable for novices
and we hope to have helpers on hand if
you want to give it a go but would like help
in getting started. More details will follow
before the event.
Village Picnic
We are planning to hold a Village Picnic for
local people on Sunday 21 June from 2 –
6pm. This is part of an annual nationwide
‘Big Picnic’ scheme to get people together
and is also being encouraged by the
Chilterns Commons Project to promote the
use of our commons for fun events. We
have invited other local groups to take part
and, as they have no home game that day,
the Cricket Club have offered us the use of
the pavilion and the surrounding area and
will be involved in other ways.
We intend to hold the picnic on the
flat area near to the pudding stones and
expect to have a marquee (kindly supplied
by Philip Matthews), a band and, as well
as the geocaching trail outlined above,
some simple activities for children. Those
attending will be expected to bring their
own food and drinks, although the Cricket
Club may decide to open its bar. Further
details will be included in the next edition
of Hilltop News.

people with their commons and encourage
them to make the most of the commons
for walking, playing and enjoying the
outdoors; and to enable people to get
involved in actively caring for and studying
them.’
HCCPS has been very fortunate to
have had considerable support from the
Commons Project in buying equipment such
as waders and nets; specialist training for
some of our members, eg in identifying
pond creatures, and with help in funding
initiatives such as the witches’ broom
making. In particular we are grateful to
Rachel Sanderson, who has coordinated the
project and has been a staunch supporter
of many of our activities.
Conservation Group
The group’s winter activities will come to an
end in early April to allow the birds to nest
in peace. We regularly have around 12 – 14
volunteers and they have done a stalwart
job in clearing scrub at the beginning of
Shire Lane, cutting back the encroaching

woodland edge by the Cricket Ground and
clearing several paths and rides. Without
their hard work the Commons would be
very much less accessible for the rest of us.
Although the winter sessions will end
there will still be plenty of work to do
controlling the bracken and keeping the
paths and rides clear. Last summer our
volunteer tractor drivers spent about 30
hours on bracken control and a further 12
hours or so on the paths and rides. Our
thanks to Jef Bell, who uses his own tractor,
and to Clare Muir, Isobel Clark, Steve
Cheeld, Bill Waller and Dave Tarn, who use
the society’s tractor and swipe. Isobel also
intends to swipe the heather area in the
next month or so to stop it getting leggy.
The Chiltern Society Volunteers have
again kindly offered to help us out and
Isobel is currently listing possible projects
for them.
Signs
We are aware that a number of our signs
need to be replaced, since they are either

Chilterns Commons Project
On 21 June, H&C Commons will be among
many of the 200 or so commons across the
Chilterns celebrating the achievements
of the Chilterns Conservation Board’s
Commons Project which will, unfortunately,
come to an end in September this year. This
has been a four year initiative coordinated
by the CCB with a grant of approximately
£400,000 from the Heritage Lottery Fund
and the help of lots of local volunteers
from the Chilterns Society to ‘reconnect
Hilltop News
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damaged or not easy to read, and this no
doubt contributes to confusion and the
misuse of walking tracks by horse riders. For
any riders who are unfamiliar with where
the permissive rides are located, Linden
has written a guide with an accompanying
map which can be found on our website:
hawridgeandcholesburycommons.org.
Richard Bysouth is also examining the posts
so that we can replace any which are faulty
and mapping where posts currently are, or
should be, so that it will be easier to locate
and maintain them in the future. John
Caple, Peter Hall and Mike Chard will be
carrying out the replacements soon. Our
thanks to all of them.
I have also been asked if we could please
repaint the duck sign at Pallett’s Pond,
which is looking tatty. This sign was first
painted by the late Tony Griffin, a local
artist/sculptor, perhaps 30 years ago and
repainted by Yo Scarrat. Is this something
that you could help with? If so please
contact me lindsaygriffin@yahoo.co.uk or
phone 758440.  

Bee friendly gardens
If you would like to see how bee
friendly your garden is you might
like to read our blog on the website
hawridgeandcholesburycommons.
org and visit: http://beekind.
bumblebeeconservation.org/ This is really
useful. Not only can you find out how well
you are doing but it also suggests other
plants that you could try. My score is better
than the average but I have a long way
to go to beat the record! How does your
garden score?

Hawridge & Cholesbury School and then

Training for a marathon is not easy,
but it’s worth it to support a local charity
such as Rennie Grove (formally Iain Rennie
and Grove House) as a local Hospice and
home care provider. The work they do
is invaluable. Eight years ago, my sister’s
childhood friend died peacefully in her own
home aged only 16. Without Rennie Grove’s
help this would have been impossible. This
is why I am running in aid of them, putting
myself through the toughest challenge of
my life, so they can help more people who
so desperately need it.
If you would like to help me
make a difference, please visit
uk.virginmoneygiving.com/RebeccaTricks.

all the way through Chesham High School,

Rebecca Tricks

Seventeen years
ago I moved to
the Hilltops and
during that time
I have grown
from a small
(probably very

Lindsay Griffin

annoying) child
to a (hopefully
less annoying)
21 year old university student. Having
played sport throughout my time at

exercise was always a huge part of my life.

I

took up running in my first year of
university when the tennis team decided
to run the Bristol 10k for charity. Since
then a marathon has been on my bucket list
and this year I get my chance. In October
last year I applied to be a Gold Bond runner
for the Rennie Grove London Marathon
team and luckily for me they accepted.
I started a full training schedule the
Monday after Christmas – prime time to
work off that Christmas dinner! You may
have seen me running around the lanes
through what felt like the coldest weather
I have ever encountered. More recently
my runs have been getting longer, from
an intended 17 mile run which turned into
18.25 miles in the rain due to my getting
lost in the centre of Bristol; to an intended
20 mile run which got shortened after I
got stuck 6 miles away from home when
the path along the river Avon got flooded
at high tide (note to check high tide times
next time!).

Butterfly Talk/Moth Trapping
Don’t forget that on Friday 15 May, David
Dennis and Peter Bygate will be giving us
a talk on Butterflies in Cholesbury Village
Hall at 7.30pm. The feature of the evening
will be ‘A Passage through India’, with a
slide show of Peter’s travels and some very
exotic butterflies, and two shorter sessions
on rare and unusual UK butterflies by
David. There will be a small charge to cover
refreshments. Weather permitting, Peter
and David also plan to hold another moth
trapping event later in the evening with
release the next morning. These are always
good fun and very informative.
Wildflower Walk
Isobel is currently working out the best day
for her wildflower walk and this will be
advertised on New Grapevine.
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Our red kites …10 years on

Since I contributed an article about the kite just over ten years ago, even the most casual
observer will have noted the steady increase in the number of these spectacular birds
soaring above our hilltop area with their wingspan of nearly two metres and deeply
forked tail. This is the outcome of one of the most successful conservation programmes
(begun in the 1980s) in the natural world.

T

he red kite is described as a sedentary
bird that, in this country, occupies its
breeding home range throughout
the year. It usually pairs for life and often
returns to the same nest year after year:
colonisation of new territories is an
extremely slow process and there is a high
density of birds within core areas. They
simply prefer to stick together in one place.
DNA analysis has established that the entire
Welsh population was derived from a single
female bird.
Worldwide, there are estimated to be
a little over 20,000 breeding pairs, nearly
20

all of them confined to Europe. Of these,
two thirds are found in France, Germany
and Spain. The UK is said to account for
only 7 per cent of the total (but, unlike
in mainland Europe, numbers have
been growing here). Our local Chilterns
population, centred around Stokenchurch,
is now put at about 1,000 breeding pairs.
Such abundance in the UK is certainly not
general – a recent article in The Times
reported the spotting of just a single pair of
kites in Tooting - not 50 miles away.
In the UK, the red kite was originally
a valued scavenger. In the Middle Ages,
Hilltop News

large numbers of the bird helped to keep
London’s streets clean and it was protected
by royal decree – killing ravens or kites
attracted capital punishment. However, by
the 16th century there was a volte-face: a
bounty was placed on its head and it was
relentlessly pursued as ‘vermin’. Persecution
continued, largely by gamekeepers who
poisoned, trapped and shot the bird,
wrongly accusing it of taking game. As
the bird became rarer, it became a target
for taxidermists and egg collectors whose
actions hastened the species towards
extinction. Thus, in 1871, the red kite was
declared extinct in England (in Scotland 8
years later).
By 1903, when protection efforts began,
only a handful of pairs survived in the
remotest part of Wales, where conditions
for reproduction were not ideal. Elsewhere
in Europe, red kites had become extinct
in several countries, largely the result of
poisoning. In Spain, for example, the bird,
with other raptors, was nearly wiped out
by widespread poisoning used to combat a
national plague of voles.
The Chilterns’ hugely successful
rehabilitation of the red kite is already
well documented. About 100 nestlings
were brought from Spain between 1989
and 1994 and kept in special aviaries
before release in July/August of each year.
The project was so successful that it also
supported the bird’s re-introduction to
other UK areas. When writing in 2004, I
reported that there were reckoned to be,
at that time, about 200 breeding pairs
producing around 300 young annually in
the Chilterns. They have multiplied five
times in a decade! The Chilterns have
proved to be an ideal habitat with open
grasslands bordered by woods providing
abundant food and nesting opportunities,
the hills creating warm air currents that
allow this majestic bird to soar and glide
in search of its prey. There are no natural
predators.
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Yet despite such success, threats still
exist. Illegal poisoning still goes on.
Poisoned bait is left out for foxes and
crows; secondary poisoning occurs when
the birds eat rats killed by rodenticides.
Other deaths occur from collision with
power lines and with road vehicles when
the bird is attracted to road-kill – a
significant part of the kite’s diet.
Then there is a fresh and growing
problem mentioned by Cathy Rose of the
Chilterns Conservation Board, who provided
me with much useful material for this
article (as she did ten years ago!). There are
increasing reports in the media, she said,
of kites raiding summer barbecues, divebombing picnics, schoolchildren’s lunches
and generally getting too close to people
and pets. The bird is tending to cluster over
our villages. All this is because as it has
become accustomed, says Cathy, to being
fed by humans.
The kite has learned over the years that
an easy source of food can be found close
to houses – and is now actively seeking
it. It is not an aggressive bird by nature
but we are encouraging closer contact
instead of leaving it to fend for itself
in its natural environment. There is no
shortage of food for them in the Chilterns.
Feeding by humans can discourage birds
from spreading out and finding their
food naturally. It may ultimately lead to
unsustainably high populations clustering
round supplementary food sources and
becoming over-reliant on human handouts.
It is not illegal to feed kites but the
message seems clear – please don’t. This
message is not heeded, it appears, by the
owners of Gigrin sheep farm in Powys
which charges the public £5 a head to
attend a daily show they organise, where
tractor loads of food - mainly rabbit - are
fed to hundreds of local red kite. You can
watch the performance on Youtube.
Jim Hetherington (758836)
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Hilltop Villages Afternoon Club
The club is open every Tuesday from 2 4pm at Cholesbury Village Hall.

T

he aim of the club is to offer
older people from the villages
the opportunity to meet up for a
friendly social afternoon of chat with a
little optional exercise thrown in for good
measure; plus regular craft activities and
talks, see calendar below.
The cost of each session is £3.00 and
includes activities and materials.

The group is keen to encourage more
people to come along. The exercise is fun
and you can do as much or as little as you
are comfortable with. Sarah, our tutor, even
caters for people like me with three left
feet and no coordination!
Elayne Hughes, Community Sports
Manager,GLL Chiltern District Council
732020 Mobile: 07880 975 100
www.better.org.uk

Activity Calendar
April

7th

14th

21st

28th

Exercise

Closed –Easter

Gentle aerobics

Gentle aerobics

Gentle aerobics

Activities/talks

Closed –Easter

Silk painting

Healthwise talk

Still life drawing

May

5th

12th

19th

26th

Exercise

Gentle aerobics

Gentle aerobics

Gentle aerobics

Closed –Half term

Activities/talks

Prevention
matters talk

Mosaic pictures

Mosaic pictures

Closed –Half term

June

2nd

9th

16th

23rd

30th

Exercise

Gentle aerobics

Gentle aerobics

Gentle aerobics

Gentle aerobics

Gentle aerobics

Activities/talks

Hanging baskets

Glass painting

Felt making

Glass painting

TBC

July dates to be confirmed
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Roll up, roll up!

ST LEONARDS
VILLAGE FETE

…To the annual St Leonards Village Fete on
Saturday 6 June

T

he day starts early with the Horse
Show at 9am. Children can compete
in ‘Best Turned Out’ – a great draw
for the less experienced – to showing and
jumping classes – all very much for younger
riders.
The Companion Dog Show is a more
serious competition, drawing entries from
all round the area. However, there’s plenty
of room for amateur dogs and handlers
with a second ring for the best six legs; best
child handler; happiest dog and other fun
classes.
The fun of the Fete will begin at 2pm
and there are many new attractions this
year. Would you like to get up a team for
the tug o’ war? We’ve got all the usual side
stalls with toys, plants & herbs, bottle stall,
face painting, coconut shy, collectables,
books and bowling for a turkey. Enjoy our
famous cream teas in the village hall, beer
and Pimms for those needing fortification,
an excellent BBQ, cake stall, candy floss,
sweet stalls and, of course, lashings of ice
cream.

SATURDAY 6TH JUNE
2pm
Horse show at 9am
Companion Dog Show & Fun Classes – booking at 1pm
Tug o’ War • Jazz Band • Fortune Teller • Beer Tent •
Children’s Games • Cream Teas • Coconut Shy •
Tombola • Plant Stall • 1980’s Fire Engine •
Bowling for a Turkey • Vintage Tractors •  
Welly Wanging • BBQ
AND MUCH MUCH MORE!
Details 01494 758702
Free Parking
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The Grand Draw has some spectacular
prizes! Traditional stands include Punch &
Judy, splat the rat, welly-wanging, hoopla,
roll-a-ten pence piece (times have moved
on!) plus an amazing fortune teller.
Watch Morris dancers; listen to Lou’s
sextet with its wonderful mix of jazz old
and new; inspect a great range of vintage
cars, motor bikes, tractors, a 1980’s Fire
Engine - and be sure you will be mostly
under cover if it rains.
There’s everything for you and your
family to enjoy a special afternoon. We
look forward to seeing you!
Please contact Judy Joseph 758702
for more information
Caroline Channor 01442 825882
Horse Show
Jonathan Bright 758907
Dog Show
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Our duty and our joy
by the Reverend
David Burgess

I don’t usually spend much time immersing
myself in the Canons of the Church of
England – the rules that determine how
the Church governs itself – but I’ve been
looking at how they view attending
worship at the major Christian festivals.
Canon 15b paragraph 1, “Of the Receiving
of Holy Communion” reads as follows:
“It is the duty of all who have been
confirmed to receive the Holy Communion
regularly, and especially at the festivals
of Christmas, Easter and Whitsun or
Pentecost.”
“It is the duty …” There doesn’t seem to
be much room for exercising choice in that
phrase. On the other hand being dictatorial
about it isn’t appropriate and won’t work.
How does it apply to us come Easter Day,
whether we’re churchgoers or not?
I think it goes something like this. Easter
is the principal Christian festival of the
Church’s year; it reigns supreme simply by
virtue of what it is we’re celebrating. If you
claim to be a Christian, you’re “buying in”
to some of the obligations that go with
that status. There’s nothing that’s legally
enforceable, even under Canon Law, but
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there’s a moral imperative. No, you don’t
have to go to church to be a Christian, but if
you are you’ll want to, and you might want
to especially over Easter.
One of the prayers of consecration in
the Common Worship Communion service
describes worship and thanksgiving to God
as “our duty and our joy”. For me that
simple phrase strikes the balance exactly.
We’re called to worship, if we’re right with
God we’ll choose to, and if we’re not it’s
good for us to do so.
Incidentally paragraph 2 of Canon 15b
states that “The minister shall teach the
people from time to time … that they come
to this holy sacrament … “. Hopefully, job
done!
It will be great to welcome as many as
would like to come to church to celebrate
Easter – in spite of what I’ve written so far
you don’t have to take Communion if you
attend! But for regular members of our
congregation my hope is that you’ll see that
Sunday as the highlight of your spiritual
year and respond accordingly.
I wish you a joyful Easter.
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DAY	
  

2	
  April	
  

Maundy	
  Thursday	
  

3	
  April	
  

Good	
  Friday	
  

5	
  April	
  

Easter	
  Day	
  

12	
  April	
  

Easter	
  2	
  

19	
  April	
  
	
  
26	
  April	
  
[DB	
  away]	
  
3	
  May	
  

Easter	
  3	
  

Easter	
  5	
  

8.00	
  am	
  
10.00	
  am	
  

10	
  May	
  

Rogation	
  Sunday	
  

10.00	
  am	
  

14	
  May	
  
(Thurs)	
  
17	
  May	
  

ASCENSION	
  DAY	
  

10.00	
  am	
  
10.00	
  am	
  

24	
  May	
  

Sunday	
  after	
  
Ascension	
  
PENTECOST	
  

31	
  May	
  

TRINITY	
  

10.00	
  am	
  

Easter	
  4	
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  am	
  

Holy	
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  –	
  
DB	
  	
  
All-‐Age	
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  –	
  
at	
  LCM?	
  
Parish	
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  Holy	
  
Communion	
  
Matins	
  
	
  
Parish	
  Communion	
  

St	
  Mary’s	
  
HAWRIDGE	
  
-‐	
  

-‐	
  

-‐	
  

-‐	
  

9.30	
  am	
  
5.00	
  pm	
  
9.30	
  am	
  

Holy	
  Communion	
  
Easter	
  Praise	
  	
  
Holy	
  Communion	
  

11.00	
  am	
  
11.00	
  am	
  

Shared	
  Parish	
  
Communion	
  
Parish	
  Communion	
  

11.00	
  am	
  

Parish	
  Communion	
  
with	
  Sunday	
  School	
  

9.30	
  am	
  

Holy	
  Communion	
  

9.30	
  am	
  

Family	
  Service	
  

6.00	
  pm	
  

Parish	
  Communion	
  

10.00	
  am	
  

Matins	
  

9.30	
  am	
  

Holy	
  Communion	
  	
  

-‐	
  

-‐	
  

7.30	
  pm	
  

-‐	
  

-‐	
  

-‐	
  

Shared	
  Communion	
  
at	
  Cholesbury	
  
Breakfast	
  Service	
  

11.00	
  am	
  

Joint	
  Parish	
  
Communion	
  
Shared	
  Parish	
  
Communion	
  
Quiet	
  Communion	
  

-‐	
  

Shared	
  Communion	
  
at	
  Cholesbury	
  
Parish	
  Communion	
  	
  

9.00	
  am	
  

9.00	
  am	
  

11.00	
  am	
  

10.00	
  am	
  Joint	
  Four-‐Parish	
  Communion	
  at	
  CHOLESBURY	
  
with	
  	
  speaker	
  from	
  Embrace	
  the	
  Middle	
  East	
  

Vicar and Rector:
Revd. David Burgess
01494 837315
The Vicarage
The Lee
Great Missenden
Bucks HP16 9LZ
d.burgess@clara.net

Associate Priest:
Revd. Pippa Soundy
Church Room Tel: 01494 757048
pippasoundy@btinternet.com

St Leonard
Ann Horn
01494 758250
annhorn43@aol.com

Churchwardens:
The Lee
Trevor Pearce
01494 837601
trevorm.pearce@hotmail.co.uk

Hawridge
Elizabeth Tomlin
01494 758214

Parish Secretary:
Peggy Sear 07724115200
peggysear@icloud.com

Rod Neal
01494 837264
rodandjane.neal@googlemail.com

PARISH OFFICERS
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CHURCH	
  SERVICES	
  IN	
  THE	
  FOUR	
  PARISHES	
  April	
  to	
  May	
  2015	
  
St	
  John	
  the	
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St	
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St	
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THE	
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  am	
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  pm	
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  am	
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  am	
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-‐	
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  at	
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  am	
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9.00	
  am	
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9.00	
  am	
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  Communion	
  

DATE	
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Cholesbury
John Farmer
01494 758715
jandb.farmer@btopenworld.com
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ST LEONARDS

N

ST LEONARDS
Holy Baptism
1 March 2015 – Isabelle Lilian Valvona
8 March 2015 – Grace Maisy Margaret Marsden

We are delighted that Pippa has made an excellent recovery and hopes to be back among
us some time after Easter. We much look forward to seeing you again, Pippa!

HAWRIDGE

S

t Mary’s has
been delighted
to welcome two
new visiting clergy;
Sharon Roberts from St.
Michael’s, Amersham
on the Hill and Tina
Sterling, who was Rector
at Brill and taught at Lowndes School, now
Chiltern Hills Academy.
On 7 February we ran our ‘Fun Quiz’ at
the school with Sylvia and James acting as
quiz masters. The fish and chips arrived on
time and everyone enjoyed the evening
hugely, helping to raise almost £300. Thank
you to all who took part.
It was wonderful to have both Joan and
Margaret at the February PCC meeting
where this year’s events and the launching
of our ‘Friends’ initiative was discussed.
Joan announced her retirement as Church
Warden – a role she has carried out for
an amazing seventeen years!   The PCC
expressed their enormous gratitude to her.
On 18 February St Mary’s held the Ash
Wednesday Holy Communion service
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and imposition of ashes. This four-Parish
Communion Service was well attended as
we entered into the period of Lent.
Compline – Tuesday 31 March – a short,
lay-led service of half an hour night prayer
will be held at 7pm.
Good Friday – 3 April – Walk of Witness
from St. Leonards Church starting at
10.30am with a devotional service at St
Laurence Church at 11.45 – everyone is
welcome to join either or both.
Easter Sunday Communion – a key
festival of the Church’s year – will be held
at 9.30am led by Ivor Cornish. Our Easter
Praise is at 5pm and anyone who would like
to contribute with a secular reading, music
or poetry would be made very welcome please let Elizabeth know (758214).
Enjoy Cream Teas and Mini May Fair at
Cholesbury Village Hall, Sunday 3 May from
1.30pm.
Patronal Concert – Friday 26 June at
Hawridge & Cholesbury School. Once again
we will be welcoming Iain Ledingham and
two guest artists from the Royal Academy
of Music. Tickets will be available from
Elizabeth Tomlin.
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ovimost – we are delighted
to tell you that Indira
and Mario Puzic, whom
we support and
who visited us last
summer, have
had a baby son,
David, born on 4
March – a little brother for Ema. Both Indira
and Mario contribute greatly to the work
of Novimost in Bosnia-Herzogovina and we
send them our love and congratulations!
We were delighted to welcome Isabelle
Valvona into our church on Sunday 1st
March. Helen and Steve now live in
Bellingdon, where Helen’s parents lived for
many years. Isabelle was wearing a lovely
and very old christening robe and looked
in wonder at the congregation as David
introduced her to us. Both she and her
brother, William, behaved impeccably!

Isabelle Valvona welcomed into the Church

Grace Marsden was received into the
church on Sunday 8 March. Her parents,
Natalie and Peter, were married in St
Leonards and it was good to welcome them
back. Godparents, family and a wonderfully
large christening party of friends and
relations were there to offer their support.
Grace, a very happy and relaxed little girl,
looked lovely in a family Christening robe
made by Natalie’s mother.
Hilltop News

Grace Marsden welcomed into the Church

Christingle was celebrated on Sunday 1st
February with a full church led by Kevan
Royle.  Beautifully decorated Christingles
were distributed – Well done Barbara and
the team!
There were over forty adults and
children again for the Breakfast Service
which continues to be enjoyed by so many
of our families. We meet again on Sunday
26 April and Sunday 24 May. Do join us at
9am for bacon butties, pain au chocolat,
fresh coffee and fruit juice followed by a
short service starting at 9.30am - thoughtful
and fun in equal measure.
We are sad to be losing a local treasure,
Betty Floyd, who celebrated her 90th
Birthday with us at a Tea-Party last year.
Betty is moving to Somerset with her family
and will surely take Midsomer Norton by
storm! We’ve loved knowing her.
Our next Tea Parties are on Wednesdays
22 April and 27 May. Just let us know if
you would like to be collected – Anne
Lake (01296 620169) or Anne Butterworth
(758700). The cakes and the company are
fantastic!
At our Four-Churches Joint Service on
Sunday 29 March, Anthony Beames from
the Tearfund is coming to tell us something
of their work. The Tearfund is committed
to do whatever it takes to end poverty and
rebuild poor communities and they work
through local churches all over the world.
Maundy Thursday – Joint Parish
Communion at 7.30pm.  
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Good Friday – The Children join Barbara
Baddon and her team for the making of
the Easter Garden at 10am followed by
the telling of the Easter Story and finishing
with an Easter Egg hunt! All children are
most welcome to join in, so if you have
friends or family staying, do bring them
along.
Easter Sunday – Parish Communion at
9am. At 11am there will be a Family Service
followed by an Easter Egg Hunt. Do come
and join us on this very important day!

CHOLESBURY

T

he Woodside
Church came
to Cholesbury
Camp on Saturday
7 March when 26
people – half of
them children – took
part in bushcraft
activities. They explored the nature and
history of the site under the guidance
of Louise Rickard. Everyone enjoyed it
enormously and we hope Louise will repeat
the event. A fuller article appears elsewhere
in Hilltop News.
On the same Saturday we held our Quiz
with Sandy and David asking questions
such as ‘the name of the dog in Punch
and Judy’? (Answer ‘Toby’). Everyone had
great fun guessing the type of biscuit from
samples of crumbs! A Cholesbury Quiz has
always included a good supper and this
year we enjoyed a delicious Beef Cobbler
followed by Cheesecake with raspberry
coulis. Our thanks to Brigid, Rosie, Liz and
Philip for taking on the task of cooking
for 80 people. The amount raised £676,
included  £177 on the Raffle.
The Church finances from 2014 showed a
reduction in our balance to below £14,000
due mainly to the rain-affected Bank
Holiday Fete, which is our main source
of income. In 2014 we held the Harvest
Festival and our total giving to charities was
32

£814. Thanks to you all in the village for
your support.
Our Easter services are indicated in the
Easter Card distributed within Hilltop News.
There is a full programme to celebrate
this very special time of year, including the
Walk of Witness on Good Friday and Parish
Communion on Easter Sunday.
We are holding our Cream Teas on
Sunday 24 May at Cholesbury Village Hall
from 1.30 – 4.30pm and we would be
grateful for any cakes; sandwiches; prizes
for the Tombola and Plants and Produce
you might be able to provide.

A CUSTOM TO EASTER
In medieval times the festival of ‘eggthrowing’ was held in church. The
Priest would throw a hard-boiled egg
to one of the choir boys and then it
would be tossed from one to another.
When the clock struck twelve, whoever
held the egg got to keep it. Hard to
imagine this custom being revived!
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LITTLE BEARS
Excited children at Little Bears Pre-School
celebrated World Book Day recently
by dressing up as their favourite book
characters. The array of costumes was
complemented by a vast selection
of special books, brought in by the
youngsters. Staff also joined in the fun by
dressing up and spent much of the morning
reading the special books to eager children.

P

songs for the Easter service at the village
church. Claire added: “We all particularly
love the Easter church service as it allows
families and carers as well as children to
join together at a time when spring is well
upon us. We look forward to the safe walk
along the path to the church and being met
by the warm team at the church.”
Easter would not be complete without
chocolate and Little Bears plans to round off
the spring term with a traditional Easter egg
hunt. The pre-school children and younger
family members are invited to search the
garden for treats from the Easter bunny!

lay Leader Claire Cox was delighted
with the response from the Little
Bears’ families. “Books are crucial
to children’s language and literacy
development, as well as their personal skills.
Our children were particularly enthusiastic
this year, with many bringing in several
favourite books. It was also delightful to
see them getting into the spirt of the event
by dressing up.”
As an exciting spring term unfolds,
Little Bears have been looking forward to
Easter by practising some of their special
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Charity barn dance

T

he Barn Dance on 6 June is being
held in support of our Local Church,
St Mary’s and the Yorkhill Children’s
Foundation. We support Yorkhill mainly
through our Bi annual Event, Ruby’s MidSummers Eve Charity Ball & Auction. For
those of you not familiar with this event,
it is held in Memory of our daughter
Ruby who died of a Vein of Galen
Malformation just three weeks after her
First Birthday.
Since that time we have been trying
to raise money for this little known
condition. All the funds we raise go direct
to the Yorkhill Children’s Foundation,
Paediatric Neuro Intervention
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Department. Phillip and I were invited
to Glasgow where we again met with
Dr. Bhattacharya, Head of Paediatric
Neuro Intervention and presented him
with a cheque for £40,141.51 raised at
the 2014 Ball and other events, and this
brought our total to date to just over
£100,000. There is still more specialist
equipment needed to support the unit
and we are hoping to raise more for this
very worthy cause. We would like to take
this opportunity to thank all those for
their continued support with all out past
events. We plan to hold our fifth Ball in
2016.
Hannah and Phillip Matthews
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HILLTOP NEWS nature notes

So where do swallows go in
winter and eels go to spawn?
The Reverend Gilbert White was one the first, and probably remains one of the most highly
regarded 18th century British pioneering naturalists. The principle work
he is known for, ‘The Natural History and Antiquities of Selborne’, was published
towards the end of his life in 1789. It took the form of correspondence from
White to other well-regarded naturalists of the day.

W

hite was born in Selborne
Hampshire in 1720. He was the
son of the local clergyman and
took holy orders. On the death of his
father in 1764, he returned to Selborne, as
curate and remained there for the rest of
his life. Along with Charles Darwin, David
Attenborough, Richard Mabey and several
other nature writers, he frequently provides
me with inspiration for the themes of these
nature notes.
Gilbert White’s journal, which recorded
through letters his natural history
observations around the parish of Selborne,
became a model of nature writing for
the next hundred years or so. The book
has remained in continuous print to this
day. His observations were drawn from
experiences whilst riding around the
Selborne area on parish duties, and whilst
out fishing or shooting with his dogs.
What was not made clear by the author or
publishers at the time was that over half
of the 110 letters were never sent to the
reported correspondents, and many others
were often largely re-edited before they
were published.
I have more than once flicked through
the pages reading a letter or two to get
inspiration. This time I decided to spend
some time browsing his journal in more
detail and found some interesting extracts
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which are worth repeating here. The first
modern zoological textbooks only began
to appear towards the end of the 18th
century. Naturalists of the day were still
much influenced by the fundamental but
progressively abandoned principles laid
down in the 3rd century BC by Aristotle.
In fact, at the time of Gilbert’s journal, the
foundations of taxonomy had only just
been laid down by Carl Linnaeus. Unlike the
term botanist, which was well-established,
the term ‘zoologist’ was not in use. Those
studying animal habits and anatomy were
known as ‘fauners’.
Meanwhile, the study of insects was
making greater progress, not least due
to developments in microscopy and the
fascination of gentlemen to assemble
cabinets of curiosities which typically
included draws full of beetles, dragonflies
and lepidoptera. The antiquarians, who
wrote the first books on the subject, were
well-versed in the use of Greek and Latin
prose and were not minded to include
drawings with their imprecise descriptions.
Gilbert criticised foreign taxonomies, and
in particular those of the French fauners,
for their verbosity. The imprecision of these
texts clearly had irked White who wrote
these prophetic words in March 1771:
“As far as I can judge, nothing would
recommend entomology more than some
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neat plates that should well express the
generic distinctions of insects according to
Linnaeus; for I am well assured that many
people would study insects could they set
out with a more adequate notion of those
distinctions than can be conveyed at first by
words alone.”
We take for granted the extent of our
present-day knowledge on the habits
of animals. Throughout his book there
are observations illustrating the limits
of understanding about the lifecycles
of animals. One example illustrates a
particular mystery of the time which
remained hidden until the 20th century.
On discovering an eel in September 1774,
White records:
“The threads sometimes found in eels
are perhaps their young. The generation of
eels is dark and mysterious.”  
It was only in 1905 that it became clear
that eels travelled from rivers of Europe
to the Sargasso Sea to spawn and that the
juvenile elvers returned to the same river
systems as their parents to mature.
Several of his anecdotes might be
amusing to us but do show Gilbert’s
approach is also questioning and scientific.
For example, he relates the story of his
musical friend who has studied the calls
of the local owls and using a ‘pitch-pipe’
had concluded they all hooted in B-flat.
However, a neighbour of Gilbert’s ‘who is
said to have a nice ear’ had remarked his
owls hooted in A-flat, B-flat, F-sharp and
G-flat. In the light of this Gilbert speculates
to his friend that perhaps each species of
owl hooted with its own unique note.
There was much controversy at the
time over the habits of gregarious birds,
why they flocked together, and why they
sometimes disappeared for long periods.
White mused over seeing a congregation
of rooks ‘attended by a train of daws’
(jackdaws) and accompanied by ‘a flight of
starlings for their satellites’. He speculated
that rooks had a more discerning sense of
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smell useful in finding food and this was
‘understood’ by other birds.
A trip to Sussex in November 1772, and
a chance encounter with a garden resident,
may have provided Gilbert with evidence
in support of Aristotle’s contention which
had persisted and was summed up by the
question: Where do swallows go in winter?
Gilbert came across a tortoise digging
itself a cavity underneath the shrubbery in
which to overwinter. He wrote soon after:
‘I am more and induced to believe that
many swallow kind do not depart from this
Island; but lay themselves up in holes and
caverns: and do insect-like and bat-like,
come forth at mild times, and then retire
again.’
Elsewhere, White quotes a local man’s
story about swallows being found in
a chalk cliff collapse as evidence that
swallows in Hampshire reside in holes in
the cliffs on the south coast. Sadly, Gilbert
White died in 1793 just four years before
evidence of bird migration was published
describing multiple sightings of large
flocks of swallows in the late spring flying
in great numbers northwards over the
Mediterranean Sea.
In the 18th and 19th centuries
investigating the natural history of one’s
surroundings remained largely the preserve
of gentlemen who had the time and wealth
to enjoy their rural pursuits. Gilbert White’s
writings over 200 years ago illustrate
many of the generally held beliefs of the
day about the wonders and purpose of
nature, and the limits of understanding
about the habits of animals. What though
distinguishes Gilbert’s writings from most
of his fellow naturalists is his rigorous
approach to measurement and the
recording of everyday minutia in a precise
but flourishing style. It’s worth looking
out for a copy as your efforts will be wellrewarded by discovering the richness of
Gilbert White’s nature writing.  
chrisbrown@rayshill.com
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Lindengate springs into action
Lindengate is a
registered charity that
offers therapeutic
gardening activities
to help people with
mental health needs
in their continuing
recovery.

B

y providing gardening activities in a
tranquil and rural setting, Lindengate
aims to meet a long term and
growing need for such a resource. It offers
a welcoming community environment at its
four acre site just outside Wendover.
Lindengate is now fully operational
with an ever expanding and successful
community of ‘Gardeners’ and volunteers.
The charity has been greatly encouraged by
all the work that everyone involved with
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Lindengate has put into seeing it through
the first winter and, as the site starts to turn
from brown to green, can really feel that it
is reaping the benefits of such commitment.
Sian Chattle and Charlie Powell,  
Lindengate’s Co-Founders said “ We still
have a long way to go before we are
sustainable, but we have been amazed by
the local support we have received that
has enabled us to get this far. We can do
so much to help people with mental health
needs in our area”.
Lindengate is opening its doors on
Saturday 18 April from 2 – 5pm and
everyone from the surrounding community
are welcome. There will be lots to see
and do for all the family and Lindengate’s
Trustees, staff and many volunteers will be
on hand to answer any questions.
Web: www.lindengate.org.uk
Email: info@lindengate.org.uk
Telephone: 0208 144 4291
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100 Club
winners
February 2015
£25.00
1st prize
Mr K Walker, Little Twye
2nd prize
£15.00
Mr and Mrs N Jones,
Buckland Common
3rd prize
£15.00
Mrs P Hawkes, Cherry Tree Lane

The Hall committee would like to thank
David Clarke for all his hard work and
dedication to the Hall over the six years
he was Chairman of the Hall committee.
We wish him well for the future.
The annual subscription is due by
1st April. New members are always
welcome. Please contact Treasurer
Richard Leat on 758784, email leatrj@
yahoo.co.uk or any member of the Hall
committee.

V
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sticks, to see who could produce the best
smelling perfume by grinding down local
flora. Later on, warming ourselves beside
a camp fire, everyone sat down on a large
old fallen beech tree to make Celtic knots
out of thread and to drink hot chocolate
topped with mini marshmallows!
At the end of the afternoon, David
brought the group together to explore
some of the religous themes underlying
what we had learned and experienced
during the afternoon.
Both children and adults were equally
and totally engaged with the proceedings.
Louise, always patient and kind, made a
fantastic teacher for the afternoon and I’m
sure she’ll be welcomed back again some
time…!
Well done Pippa and David for arranging
for Louise to join us for the afternoon and
reminding us - lest we forget – of what we
are lucky to have in this village!

Life at the Fort

On Saturday 7 March - a warm Spring
afternoon - a large crowd gathered

Maggie and Andrew Carruthers

together on the ancient site of Cholesbury
Camp Hill Fort, just like they would have
done over a thousand years ago, to

CHILTERNS TEA RIDE
The electric bike is a great way to
explore the great outdoors. You can
enjoy a leisurely day out with friends
and family visiting local historical places
and seeing the countryside.
The electric bike tours can now offer
you the opportunity of visiting the
Chilterns, with its spectacular views and
natural beauty. During the cycle ride,
you are encouraged to indulge in your
love of cake, as the ride relaxes at the
Frithsden Vineyard with a home baked
cream tea. Anyone who has ridden a
bike before will love this experience
and marvel at the electric bike’s ability
to whizz up the steep Chiltern Hills.   
The rides are every Saturday and start
in Berkhamsted. To find out more
about these guided electric bike tours,
please telephone 01442 927522 or
email support@electricbiketours.co.uk.

imagine what life was like back then.

T

his event, organised on behalf of St
Laurence Church by Pippa Soundy
and David Burgess, brought in Louise
Rickard, teacher and preacher. Louise is
a fount of knowledge about the great
outdoors, how we all connect with each
other, the world around us and our past.
“Why hasn’t the great circular ditch ever
been filled in, in a thousand years” was
one question. A debate followed about
this, leading to the conclusion that no-one
had chucked in rubbish, there being few
houses backing onto it, and that it had
never been cultivated. Also the large beech
trees (planted more recently in the history
of the site) would have further stabilised
the contours of the ditch, with their large
root systems. There would only have been,
therefore, decomposing leaves to fill up
the original ‘V’ in the centre.
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Lousie continued her tour with some
animal tracking which led us to a badger
set.  “Look how the animals have springcleaned their burrows, and all the soil and
debris chucked out” said Louise “ they
even have special latrines” and indeed, not
far from the burrows she showed us the
evidence – fresh badger poo, neatly
stacked up.
Louise had many secret props. At one
point, she produced some some pots and
Hilltop News
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What’s in a name?

As we are frequently told, the British landscape is largely man-made. From earliest man
with his stone axe and adapted antler plough to today’s modern tractors and even wider
machinery, there has been a continual process of evolution. Oxen ploughed slowly and
small fields were ideal. The heavy horse speeded the process, though still limited to
daylight hours, while today’s machinery, though able to work all hours, requires space
if to work at maximum efficiency. Each has had an effect on the landscape – and so with
field names. Topography, usage and ownership all play a part.

T

wo examples spring to mind. At Wood
Farm, in the Hilltops, ‘Big Meadow’
was separated from ‘Seven Acres’ by
a line of elm trees, until the 1970s, when
Dutch Elm disease struck and the elms
died and were felled. Big Meadow became
bigger and Seven Acres vanished.
Forty years earlier, when my
father bought Dundridge, one could still
see the remains of the old cricket pavilion
in the field opposite the White Lion. But
no cricket had been played there for years,
so the family knew the field as ‘Sanfoin’,
a crop grown to feed cattle and working
horses. In the late 1940s, tractors replaced
the working horses and the crop was
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discontinued. Now, we know that field as
‘White Lion’ field.
If the above sequence of names is
logical, where did ‘Wapson’ come from?
The name is now lost, replaced first by the
self-explanatory ‘Quarter-mile’ field, which
lasted barely 30 years. Then, following
clay extraction for the brickworks and
restoration of the field for agriculture, it
was planted with a mix of deciduous trees
in memory of my sister and is known in the
family as ‘Teresa’s Wood’. Some locals call
it ‘The Plantation’, but whichever, it is no
longer Wapson…
One need look no further than the
County archive to find a reason for
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‘Baldwins’ field, of which there are more
than one. At one time Dundridge was
owned by the Baldwin family, some of
whose members were among the early
settlers in North America. In fact, their
descendants continue to visit the house and
the family memorial in St Leonards church
to this day.
Bearing in mind the nature of the
ground, ‘Great Clays’ and ‘Little Clays’
would appear logical, but ‘Big Banks’?
Was that an earlier owner or down to
topography? And will ‘Spooky’ retain its
name? This field faces north and, when
we were children, was surrounded by
high, overgrown hedges and an adjoining
plantation of conifers. Then there was
the subsequent loss of life by service
personnel when a plane crashed in adjacent
woodland. We, and many other neighbours,
always referred to the field as ‘spooky’.
Like others, ‘Chalk Dell’ is selfexplanatory. Where easily extracted, a clean
head of chalk was much prized. Burnt and
slaked, chalk could be converted to mortar.
So, with wood and clay in plentiful supply,
the early landowner had ready access to the
materials required to build a weatherproof
property. The result is a number of field
names including the words dell, pit, coppice
or pond. On the hills, of course, water was
at a premium and the majority of older
buildings had access to a well. Well-diggers
were an integral part of the community.
I am indebted to Shirley and Nigel
Blomfield for identifying the following
field names that occur in our locality. In
the case of many, such as ‘Eight Acres’, ‘Old
Orchard’, ‘Little and Long Lince’, ‘Sawpit
Close’, ‘Whetstone Piece’, ‘Long Meadow’
and ‘Bottom Ground’, the names are
unchanged from the relevant tithe maps.
But in the case of others the common usage
differs. ‘Starveacre’ sounds descriptive and
not dissimilar to ‘Cold Harbour’, which is
found adjacent to many of the old drovers’
roads. The words croft, coppice, meadow
and bottom figure frequently: the latter in
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‘Cindery Bottom’, where the dross and slag
from early iron working can still be found.
And ‘Whetstone Piece’? I wonder if
some of you remember the monologues
presented on ‘steam’ radio by Bernard
Miles. More than one included references
to Wigginton and “the finest piece of
sandstone for sharpening a knife in the
locality”. I forget if it was on a grave or
next to the fire in a pub, but certainly
‘Pudding Stones’ are not the only boulders
found on the Hilltops.
Areas such as acre and measures such
as furlong are included in field names on
many local farms. But who or what were
‘The Slipes’ or ‘Platt’; the latter used both as
an adjective and a noun. If you know please
let me know…
Sally Reynolds

HOSPICE GARDEN
PARTY
The annual Hospice of St Francis
Garden Party takes place on Sunday 31
May at Ashridge House (HP4 1NS) from
1-5pm. Come for a cream tea or Pimms,
browse the stalls, enjoy the children’s
entertainment and music or take a
stroll around the stunning gardens.
All money raised from the entrance
fee of £6 (£5 in advance) goes towards
Hospice care.
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SPRING PUB NEWS
Since the last
report on our
Hilltop pubs was
written, there have
been favourable
developments in
the management
of the Full Moon and the Black Horse,
whilst the Old Swan has remained in stable
hands. The children’s day nursery is up and
running in the Bull for the present, and the
sad saga of the White Lion remains to be
resolved with an outcome beneficial to the
community.

A

lthough running a little
shorthanded, the Old Swan is
continuing to deliver at the high
standard we welcome in our local pubs.
Landlady Jane Joel is on the lookout for
a third sous chef again and part time bar
staff. In the meantime, Aarron and his
present sous chef carry on.
On Easter Sunday and Monday, a special
menu will be on offer, and there will be
barbeques in the garden whenever the
weather is suitable over the two May Bank
Holidays. Otherwise, the early spring menu
will apply until 21 April. The evenings
dedicated to presentations by their
suppliers have been resumed.
Guest bitters from local breweries are
becoming a regular feature with boxes or
small tubs displayed on the bar.
A new but much experienced
management team has taken control at the
Full Moon.  Samantha Pyne and Richard
Oldfield, along with chef Shane Ray. The
head lease remains with Admiral Taverns
until September, and there is still a pub
management company as a sub tenant.
Samantha and Richard are running the
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business on a contract basis for the duration
of the lease. However, they are eager to
stay on to manage the pub if a satisfactory
new structure should emerge in September.
Shane’s menus are a major step up from
the recent offerings with the food being
sourced from reliable specialist suppliers.
There are some daily choices as well as a
standard a la carte menu. There will be
barbeques when weather permits.
Richard is proud of the condition of the
ales and other draft drinks now that he has
brought keen discipline to the care of the
lines and keeping of the cellar. There is a
plan to have a live band playing on Easter
Sunday evening from about 5pm onwards.
Like the Full Moon, the Black Horse has
new but experienced management in place.
The team is composed of Mike Bowen, who
has some 40 years’ experience in the pub
and restaurant trade, and partner Lynne
Caws. Whilst it is still owned by Punch
Taverns, marketing of it for sale seems
to have been put onto a back burner for
now. Mike is planning to hold events with
live music as well the private parties and
receptions, which have been successful
historically for the Black Horse. Already,
the vintage car clubs are making a return
with Porsche being the first followed by
Wycombe MG Owners Club on 19 April. The
popular Monday evening quizzes are back
on alternate weeks.
Mike is dedicated to serving foods that
have been freshly prepared on site and not
bought. The web site black-horse-inn.co.uk
has been reactivated.
The future of the White Lion was still
unclear at the time this was written. The
planning application for change of use
from a village pub to a private dwelling
has not yet come before the full Planning
Committee of the Chiltern District Council,
although it is expected to appear on the
agenda for their meeting on 2 April.
Bill Ingram
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Dear Diary
April 2015
8th

Pub Lunch Club – The Black Horse – 12.30pm

10th Local History Group – Cholesbury Village Hall – 8pm
20th WI – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm
22nd Tea Party – St Leonards Church Room – 3pm

May 2015
3rd

Cream Teas – Cholesbury Village Hall – 1.30pm

8th

Local History Group (AGM) – Cholesbury Village Hall – 7.30pm

13th Pub Lunch Club – The Black Horse – 12.30pm
15th Butterfly Talk – Cholesbury Village Hall – 7.30pm
16th Spring Fayre – H&C School
18th WI – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm
20th Open Garden – Montana, Shire Lane – 5-8pm
24th Cream Teas – Cholesbury Village Hall – 1.30-4.30pm
27th Tea Party – St Leonards Church Room – 3pm

June 2015
6th

St Leonards Village Fete – 2pm

10th Pub Lunch Club – The Black Horse – 12.30pm
21st

Village Picnic – H&C Commons – 2-6pm

26th Patronal Concert – H&C School
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We welcome all news, letters and articles
which are of general interest and relevance
to the Hilltop Villages. Material for
inclusion in the June/July edition should
be sent to Graham Lincoln or Anne
Butterworth (Church Matters) by 1st May
latest. Please note that photos sent online
must be at least 2,500 x 1,750 pixels in size.
Editor
Graham Lincoln 758449  
grahamlnc@aol.com
Co-ordinator/Church Matters
Anne Butterworth  758700  
anne@churchcottage.eu
Advertising
Ann Horn 758250  
annhorn43@aol.com
Design & Production
Michael Spark 758882  
info@michaelspark.com
Distribution
Rosemary Pearce 758334
Printer
Strongs, Berkhamsted 01442 878592
info@strongs-printing.co.uk
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