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The good people of the Hilltop Villages 

were never likely to go thirsty. There have 

been no fewer than 14 alehouses recorded 

in our area at one time or another, 

although the maximum number open in 

our parish at any one time is thought to 

be eight. Only the Full Moon (which dates 

back to 1693) and the Black Horse (which 

traces its origin back even further) remain 

as the pubs in our parish currently serving.

In Buckland Common alone there 
were the Boot and Slipper, Horse and 
Hounds and, along Bottom Road, the 

Britannia. Within a short pub-crawl of 
these was the White Lion, just over the 
border in St Leonards. In Cholesbury were 
the Castle, the Maidenhead (later named 
the Bricklayers’ Arms), the Queen’s Head 
and the Mermaid. If they were insufficient, 
other welcoming pubs lay in wait just over 
the parish boundary. 

Front cover 
Alive with colour – our 
fields of gold.

And then there were two!

Holding the fort!
In this issue… 

The art of glass: Claudia Phipps reveals her 
personal journey.

On yer bikes! A local workshop for all your 
cycling needs and electric-powered bike tours.

More film and TV awards for our talented 
residents.

Plus our regular features… 

Chris Brown, in his Nature Notes, goes poetical.

Our Curvaceous Cook is in fiesta mood.

…plus all the news from our churches, clubs, 
societies, school, pubs and councils.

The White Lion and Hawridge’s 
Rose and Crown are the latest to cease 
trading – hopefully just temporarily. Our 
pub correspondent Bill Ingram has been 
working overtime on the sad plight of our 
local pubs recently. See his regular report 
in this issue of Hilltop News for the latest 
news.

Long wait for Easter!
Easter is celebrated on the first full moon 
on or after the Spring Equinox (the day on 
which there are equal hours of light and 
dark). So Easter Day can come as early as 
March 22, or as late as April 25. This year 
Easter Sunday is almost as late as we can 
get - the 20th. May your Easter weekend be 
worth waiting for!
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THE PARISH COUNCIL

It’s all change in April at the Parish 
Council as I am leaving the post after 
nearly three years. The time has gone by 

in a flash and I can honestly say that I have 
immensely enjoyed working for the Council. 
I have learnt a lot about the background 
mechanics of our Hilltop community and 
how this parish fits in with District and 
County government, not to mention all 
the other organisations active in the area, 
and I have realised just how much work – 
voluntary and otherwise – goes on behind 
the scenes to give this very special, idyllic 
place its strength of community. 

I am very sad to leave behind the many 
friends I have made and I will take with me 
a huge respect for all the people who put 
something into this energetic, forward-
thinking community – not for personal 
recognition, but for the good of the people 
living around them.

We also lost a much-respected councillor, 
Liz van Hullen, in March. Liz worked 
very hard on our Rural Policing Group, 
amongst other things, and I know that if I 
were staying on as clerk I would miss her 
presence greatly. 

Community defibrillator
Thanks to a partial grant from County 
Councillor Tricia Birchley’s Leaders’ Fund, 
your Council has been able to buy a 
defibrillator, which will be situated at 
Cholesbury Village Hall. It will be installed 
on an outside wall in a vandal-proof box 
and will be accessible to everyone by 
dialling 999 for the emergency services. 
There is hard evidence that these devices 
save lives and, along with the one recently 
installed at St Leonards Parish Hall, it 
means that residents can use them while 
waiting for an ambulance in a heart-
related emergency. The Council was given 
a demonstration in February of the model 
ultimately purchased and it is completely 
automated, with step-by-step audio 

instructions issued when activated, so that 
anyone can use it properly. We expect it to 
be ready for use by mid-April and we will 
then have a public demonstration by South 
Central Ambulance Service.

Conservation area
Chiltern District Council has started to 
review its 20 conservation areas, as it has not 
reviewed the designations since 1992. Ours 
in Hawridge and Cholesbury will be one of 
the first six to be reviewed during April and 
John Allen, Chairman of the Parish Council, 
has invited the director of the company 
appointed by Chiltern DC to meet him when 
she visits to review the area.

Highways

Paul Snell and Kathleen (Rusty) Wilmhurst 
have been getting their teeth into their 
new roles since I announced their allocation 
to our parish and the yellow lines outside 
the school were repainted in early March. 
Since it stopped raining round the clock, 
the flooding has abated but we still have 
an urgent order outstanding for the 
hotspot on Cholesbury Lane at the bottom 
of Sandpit Hill Cottages. We have been 
promised the ‘supersucker’ machine as a 
priority and it is likely that the soakaway 
chamber the drainage is linked to will need 
work as well.

The latest TfB initiative is to liaise with 
farmers and landowners about keeping 
ditches near public highways clear so that 
the flooding we experienced this winter 
is avoided in future. Here in the Hilltops 
we have very different problems from the 
flatter Aylesbury Vale, but the basic premise 
is the same: to allow water to drain off land 
and roads quickly and safely. This is being 
driven primarily by contact with our Local 
Area Technicians, who will be assessing the 
severity of winter floods and pinpointing 
areas for treatment.

And finally…
I would like to thank all the residents I 
have come to know through my work as 

Your councillors are:
John Allen, Chairman: 758095
Nigel Blomfield, 758314
Chris Brown, 758890
Philip Matthews, 758205
John Minting, 758206
Francis Sanger, 758767

clerk and all the councillors with whom I 
worked during my tenure. Your councillors 
are a dedicated band of people determined 
to keep our little parish’s profile firmly to 
the fore in so many vital areas – highways 
and superfast broadband to mention just 
two current exercises – and I have a huge 
respect for anyone who puts himself or 
herself up for the position. There is more to 
it than meets the eye!

Susie Bell

As you see from the above, Susie 
has resigned as Parish Clerk as she 
is relocating. Susie was appointed 

in May 2011, since when she has served 
the Council and the community very 
conscientiously and diligently. Susie will 
be greatly missed and I feel certain that 
I speak for us all in thanking her for her 
contribution and wishing her every success 
in the future.

I am pleased to announce that the 
Council has appointed Hayley Lewis as 
Clerk with effect from 14 March. Hayley will 
introduce herself to you in the next edition 
of Hilltop News and provide her contact 
details.

Liz van Hullen has resigned from the 
Council in order to concentrate on her 
other commitments. The Council wishes  
to thank Liz for her contribution, 
particularly as its representative on the 
Rural Policing Group.

John Allen

Superfast 
broadband 
project 
On the 27 February an application 
for funds to enable Superfast 
Broadband (SFBB) to be rolled out 
by BT Openspace in the Cholesbury 
Exchange area was submitted by 
Bucks Business First to DeFRA.

The bid was given a real boost by 
the large number of registrations of 
interest by local residents, amounting 
to 50% of the 700 or so subscribers, 
demonstrating the very strong 
demand for SFBB in this area. This 
bid has been further reinforced by 
22 case studies prepared by local 
businesses, charities and the School 
describing the importance of fast 
reliable broadband services. Thanks to 
all those who registered and to those 
who provided case studies. 

STOP PRESS – On 21 March we heard, 
sooner than anticipated, that the bid 
has been successful! Further news on 
cholesbury.com

Well done the Superfast Broadband 
Working Group ...ed
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THE COUNTY COUNCIL
Many of you have 

worked so hard on 

our behalf to stop HS2 

ruining our countryside, 

and it is certain to 

become a hot political 

issue before the general 

election. In particular I 

would like to mention 

CRAG, which has done so much to 

promote the bored tunnel, which is the 

principal demand in the County Council’s 

Blueprint for Mitigation. The Council is also 

demanding that no spoil is dumped in the 

AONB.

Following the atrocious winter weather, 
when Buckinghamshire experienced 
the worst flooding in recent times, 

essential work has been carried out along 
the Thames to repair roads that were badly 
affected. The flooding in the hilltop villages 
and parts of Chesham was also severe, 
with water pouring across our roads and, 
even where gullies were cleaned out last 
Summer, the roads flooded. Farmers across 
the county are being asked to clear their 
ditches. Road repairs are now underway 
across the county but, without Government 
help, the sums required to make substantial 
improvements are insufficient. We also hear 
that HS2 may increase the likelihood of 
homes being flooded, as it passes through 
floodplains, crossing over 100 watercourses 
and redirecting seven rivers!

 Many of us saw the Woodland Trust 
advertisement in the national press 
condemning HS2 and the most up-to-date 
maps for the first phase show that 49 
ancient woodlands will be lost or damaged. 
The area thought to be at risk covers 
thousands of acres and is regarded as vital 

habitat for dozens of animals including 
birds, bats and butterflies. Closest is 
Mantles Wood, where the Woodland Trust 
says 6.8 hectares of woodland will be lost to 
clear the way for the tunnel portal.  

The Independent Transport Commission 
(ITC) has undertaken a study on the 
optimum size for a UK hub airport. It claims 
that the UK doesn’t need a ‘Super Hub’, 
but says it will be extremely difficult for the 
UK to ‘sustain true global hub networks 
through two medium-sized airports’, and 
calls for a three-runway airport either at 
Heathrow or elsewhere. It goes further 
and says that a better long term solution 
would be a fourth runway on the same 
site. We know that many Buckinghamshire 
jobs depend on Heathrow and so the 
Council is taking a strong interest in future 
developments.

Bucks has made its first response to 
the Better Care Fund, which asks local 
authorities and clinical commissioning 
groups to work together to integrate their 
services. Both Health and County Council 
funding is below the national average 
in Bucks and ways are being sought to 
improve services in the community to 
reduce hospital admissions. A recent 
seminar organised by the Bucks Hospital 
Trust revealed that people would much 
prefer to have their care closer to home 
and Government expects us to reduce Acute 
spend by 15%. We have until April 2015 to 
have our plans in place and the Health & 
Wellbeing Board will have to be satisfied 
that they are robust.

 I look forward to meeting you out and 
about, and please remember that I can raise 
your queries with officers at County Hall.    

Tricia Birchley (Chiltern Ridges Division)  
01296 621138
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children to continue to use.
Reverend David Burgess led a special 

service to reflect on the community and 
faith – a theme he will be exploring with 
the children over the weeks up until Easter.

The School has been fortunate to 
have a local artist come to the school to 
create a mural around the reading area, 
with the children’s help. The intention is 
for the mural to represent our local area 
and then spread out to a more abstract 
representation of the topics the children 
are currently studying. More information, 
and hopefully a picture, will follow in a 
future Hilltop News. 

Other activities in school before the 
end of the spring term include a friendship 
week and an e-safety week. Year 6 are 
hatching out trout eggs and will be 
releasing the fry in to the River Chess.

Preparations have also begun for some 
of the school summer events. A float is 
needed for the 40th anniversary of the 
Chesham carnival, with a theme of Star 
Wars for our school, and organisation for 
the Spring Fayre on Saturday 17 May has 
also begun. More information will follow 
about the Fayre but, as ever, you are all 
welcome to join us on the day.

HAWRIDGE & 
CHOLESBURY C OF E 
SCHOOL 

The break for half term fell on 
Valentines Day this year and the 
children were invited to come to 

school out of uniform wearing something 
red or with hearts. Parents were invited 
to join in with a special assembly in the 
morning, where awards were presented 
for ‘Most Improved’ over the last school 
period throughout all classes. In addition, 
those children who had completed a Winter 
Reading Challenge were given a bookmark. 
After the assembly a tea, coffee and cake 
sale was held for the parents with further 
cakes sold to the children after school. 
Donations from parents for this event had 
been very generous and the small surplus 
left over was delivered to a grateful St. 
Francis Hospice later that day.

Additional supply teachers and LSA’s 
have been employed by the School to 
support the full time staff and to cover for 
teachers on training courses. They have 
been warmly welcomed by everyone.

Following on from the reading 
challenge, World Book Day was recognised 
at the beginning of March. Children were 
asked to come in dressed as a character 
from a book and parents invited to read 
one of their favourite children’s books to 
a class. Donations of books were asked for 
with authors such as Malorie Blackman, 
Allan Ahlberg, Anne Fine and Phillip 
Pullman amongst the request list. These 
books, along with boxes of new ones 
funded with PSA money and a government 
grant, have meant the refurbishing of the 
library has continued at pace. Staff  have 
been overwhelmed with the children’s 
renewed enthusiasm and enjoyment in the 
library. Maths workshops have also been 
held throughout all the classes on the back 
of the NSPCC number day and some parents 
have been preparing maths packs for the 

CHOLESBURY cum 
ST LEONARDS 
HORTICULTURAL 
SOCIETY 
What a difference a year makes! Last 

year at this time it was snowing and 

we experienced an icy cold east wind 

that seemed to last forever. This year 

the daffodils are out by the beginning 

of March and the grass (and weeds) are 

growing.  

The Horticultural Society has decided 
its programme for 2014 but no doubt 
there will be other impromptu events.

The gardens at Hawridge Place were 
open on 23 February for snowdrops. 
Unfortunately it was another wet morning, 
but snowdrops look splendid whatever 
the weather. On 21 March the National 
Garden Scheme organisers for Bucks came 
and talked about gardens open in Bucks. 
On Friday 18 July Brian and Diana Mills 
will open their gardens in the evening to 
members.

The Hort Soc’s Annual Show this year is 
on Saturday 6 September and schedules are 
available if you have not yet received one. 

We were sorry to learn of the recent 
deaths of Fred and Pauline Moore, both 
loyal supporters of Hort Soc, and in 
particular our annual show. Fred won 
the Tomlin Cup a number of times for his 
dahlias and Pauline won prizes in virtually 
every section over the years. It was most 
fitting that their last outing together, the 
day after their 61st wedding anniversary, 
was at last year’s show where Fred’s dahlia 
and Pauline’s embroidery both won prizes.

Now is the time to think about pots, 
either by sowing annuals such as the 
ornamental grasses or perhaps a more 
permanent display such as agapanthus. 
Agapanthus (particularly the evergreen 

type) do not like cold wet winters so 
are ideally suited to pots which can be 
protected.  They also seem to like their 
roots congested. They flower in August and 
provide a good display in shades of blue 
and white for many years.

Don’t be too quick to deadhead your 
hellebores: let them self seed and within 
a couple of years you will have flowering 
plants from which you can choose the best 
colours. They move quite happily. Now 
is also the time to spot other seedlings, 
particularly from plants such as aquilegias 
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LOCAL HISTORY 
GROUP
Many thanks to all who 

have supported the 

Local History Group 

by attending the talks. 

Their popularity is reflected in the increase 

in membership and visitor numbers this 

year. Here are details for the final two 

meetings for the 2013-14 season…

Mystery surrounds the fates of 
many celebrities during World 
War II. Our talk on Friday 4 April 

at Cholesbury Village Hall is about two of 
these: Failed to Return – Amy Johnson and 
Leslie Howard tells the story of what has 
been revealed and what has been withheld 
by the authorities concerning these two 
‘A-Listers’ of this time. We have invited 
Tony Eaton, who has a special interest in 
unravelling the unresolved air mysteries of 
WW2. The meeting starts at 8.15 sharp with 
the Hall open from 8pm.

and foxgloves which also move happily 
to a ‘better’ spot at this time. There is no 
guarantee, however, that they will be 
the same colour as the nearest plant of 
the same variety. I have just planted out 
three iris foetidissima: all seedlings. The 
evergreen leaves are strap-like and a good 
foil for other plants, but their most striking 
feature (apart from the bad smell) is their 
seed pods, which are large and contain 
bright red seeds for most of the winter. 
They will grow almost anywhere, but their 
self-seeding habit is not as invasive as some 
of the grasses.

Greenhouse crops should be sown by 
now: the difficulty is maintaining the ‘high’ 
temperature required for germination. A 
light bright window sill (not north facing) 
is probably best until germination has 
occurred.

Now is also the time to divide perennials. 
How depends on the variety, so consult a 
reliable source,  but you need to end up 
with pieces that are big enough to grow 
on this year with a decent root system 
but not so big that they will struggle to 
recover from the process. It is also time to 
provide support for those same perennials: 
although ugly at the moment, the new 
growth should cover up the evidence 
soon enough and certainly better than if 
you try to provide it when they start to 
flop. For some plants hazel or other sticks 
are excellent and look natural: others, 
with heavier stems, will require stakes or 
something they can be tied to as they grow.

For more details contact Diana Garner 
on 758347 or Montana@cholesbury.net.

Happy Gardening,  
Sarah Tricks

DID YOU KNOW? 
During the English Civil War in 
the 1640s, Parliamentary soldiers 
were billeted in the Hilltops when 
battles took place in and around the 
neighbouring towns. It is said that, 
during one particularly fierce skirmish 
with the Royalists, dead horses were 
used to form a barricade in Hawridge  
- and this is how the name Horseblock 
Lane is derived. 

Our final get together is on Friday 
2 May, also at Cholesbury Village Hall, 
starting promptly at the earlier time of 
7.30pm. We kick off with a quick AGM and 
this is followed by a talk on Berkhamsted 
Castle by John Waller, who is a Guide at the 
Castle and will also be giving us a special 
tour of the Castle during the early summer. 
The evening rounds off with some food and 
drink to celebrate another successful season 
for the Local History Group.

You don’t have to be a history buff to 
enjoy our talks: they are as much a regular 
opportunity to hear excellent talks in 
convivial surroundings and an enjoyable 
social event. So if you are new to the area 
or have just not got around to coming 
along before now, why not join us at a 
meeting, just £4 on the night.

Chris Brown (01494 758890) 
localhistorygroup@cholesbury.com
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Apart from the benign treatment afforded 

to the Black Horse Inn, the Pub Companies 

have been at their most counterproductive 

these past few months. 

Whilst Punch Taverns have 
cooperated with Sandra Taylor in 
making a success in the Vale, they 

have now been revealed to have actively 
prevented the sale of the White Lion to 
buyers who had the intention to trade 
as a public house. Their agents pursued 
a buyer who intended to change its use 
away from being a pub. Enterprise Inns has 
killed off the recent publicans’ ambitions 
in the Rose and Crown with onerous 
financial conditions and is now having 
trouble engaging a new victim. Not to be 
left behind in the pub terror sweepstakes, 
Admiral Taverns are still choking off timely 
beer supplies to the Full Moon. Oh, to be 
a free house like The Old Swan with no 
enemies except walkers with muddy feet.

Whilst the Rose and Crown was closed 
at the time this was written, the following 
statement is the official view from their 
headquarters:

“We aim for the Rose and Crown to 
resume trading in the coming weeks under 
an interim management team while we 
continue to market the leasehold through 
Drake and Co of London.”

Although the advertised rent is 60% 
the level demanded of the previous 
publicans, the financial obligations they are 
demanding still seem unattractive.

At the Black Horse, Sandra is continuing 
to demonstrate her flair for hosting events 

that are popular and attract strong public 
participation. The highly successful ‘Only 
Fools and Not Horses 10K Cross Country 
Run’ will be held again this year on Easter 
Monday to raise funds for Riding for the 
Disabled in conjunction with Bank Farm 
RDA. There are printed entry forms at the 
pub and elsewhere. Alternatively, they can 
be found at www.black-horse-inn.co.uk 
behind the Events button, or entries will  
be accepted before race time at the pub  
on 21 April.

On 23 April, St George’s Day will be 
recognized with a dinner, and Morris 
dancers will be performing at 8pm. Bank 
Holiday Monday BBQ’s will be weather 
dependent in May, and Sandra has visions 
of holding an afternoon barn dance once 
the logistics of it have been worked out.

Amber Brand is still making the best of 
multi-tiered lords and masters at the Full 
Moon which, to a financial man, shows 
outward evidence of liquidity issues.  
Although the Carlsberg dray can be seen 
making beer deliveries to other pubs in this 
area during the week, she is restrained to 
Friday only deliveries by Admiral Taverns, 
which means the weekly delivery has not 
settled sufficiently to be served on her 
busiest night of the week for beer sales.

A traditional St George’s Day lunch 
will be held on 23 April with the Moon’s 
usual flair. Amber is planning to offer a 
special Easter menu throughout that long 
weekend for their food service. Whilst 

Spring news of  
Hilltop pubs

expressing a brief note of regret over the 
loyalists’ loss of the White Lion, Amber 
has a warm welcome for the new blood 
that the refugee Lions bring into her pub - 
especially on weekends.

If you have not tried the food at The 
Old Swan since early last summer, you 
have missed a special treat. It is of a 
sophisticated quality at roughly pub prices 
and without any pretences associated with 
aspiring ‘gastro pubs’. Chef Aarron Daniell 
works assiduously to exploit local produce, 
game and meat plus fish straight from 
Billingsgate to serve with panache.

Since Sunday lunches and, to a lesser 
extent other weekend services, have been 
manic this winter and since the coming fair 
weather months will bring up to 70 more 
diners to the gardens, Jane at The Old Swan 
is engaging a second chef to supplement 
Aarron at busy times and during his 
absence on holiday, etc. Special theme 
nights will be continued with local suppliers 
coming along to explain their animal 
husbandry or other specialist growing and 
production methods. After game, snails and 
other French delights have been featured, 
their suppliers will present local truffles and 
veal in the near future.

Although their planning application 
to establish a children’s nursery for a few 
years and improved living accommodation 
in the Bull was rejected by Chiltern District 
Council, Jim Matthews said that an appeal 
against that decision is in the process of 
being drafted and submitted. Returning 
the property to use as a pub is being 

deferred until the excavation of clay has 
been completed in the fields behind the 
pub. How long that will take depends on 
whether permission will be granted for 
a continuous campaign of digging along 
with the surface storage of clay until it can 
be used for brick making. In the ultimate 
incarnation, Jim envisages a dedicated bar 
area in the whole of the front room and a 
dining extension with separate entrances at 
the rear.

In the meantime, Jim is a keen supporter 
of returning the White Lion to its former 
glory as a successful community asset. He 
points out that he is the third generation 
in his family to enjoy its hospitality and in 
time he hopes the same for his descendants.

Since the new owners of the White 
Lion have publicly and subsequently 
more privately offered to sell it on to a 
community group, the challenge has been 
taken up by a group of locals who have 
found an extremely solid and gratifying 
level of support from over 100 members 
of the community. Given that number 
represents one family member in most 
cases, there is a much larger amount of 
support behind it. It is not too late to 
register your interest, whether financial, or 
with your services, or merely your support 
on the web site www.savethewhitelion.
co.uk. After you have registered on the 
website or on one of the flyers that were 
handed out, you will receive regular e-mail 
news about the status of the acquisition 
process.

Bill Ingram
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HAWRIDGE & 
CHOLESBURY  
CRICKET CLUB
New season
The wettest winter on 
record has resulted 
in a long delay to 
field and wicket 
preparations for the 
2014 season. With the 
first friendly match 
just a couple of weeks 
away on Sunday 
13 April, against Sarratt, it will be touch 
and go whether the rains have sunk in far 
enough for play to be possible. A warm and 
dry start to March brought some respite, so 
fingers are crossed.

The first scheduled club event of the new 
year will be a pre-season social on Thursday 
10 April at 7pm: a great opportunity for 
friends of the club to meet with parents 
and players and preview the season ahead. 
There is no charge – all are welcome.

Colts
The colts season gets off to a prompt start 
on Thursday 24 April, when the annual 
colts registration and fun evening takes 
place from 6pm. In addition to signing on 
for the season, colts will be able to acquire 
club cricket shirts, caps and equipment from 
the club supplier.  

This season, colts coordinator Ian Hames 
has entered teams in six divisions of the 
Bucks Junior League, from Under 9 to 
Under 14. This is the first time the club 
has entered an U9 team, but with lots 
of budding talent in this age group, it is 
hoped for a good start. Last year we had 70 
registered colts: a record.  

League
The Saturday League Team has been 
promoted to the Mid Bucks League  
Division 2, where they will play Potten  
End II away in their first fixture of the 
season on 3 May. A strong finish to the 
2013 league season resulted in the club 
finishing third in Division 3. The withdrawal 
of The Lee from the Mid Bucks League 
allowed the club to achieve promotion. 

Followers of the team are hoping for a 
repeat performance in 2014.

The club is short of senior playing 
members: time to dig out those boots and 
flannels, scrape down that dusty willow, 
and make yourself available. And get that 
lazy next door neighbour to go down with 
you to nets on a Wednesday evening! All in 
the cause of having fun.

Social Secretary
The club has a healthy membership, 
especially at the junior level, with 
wonderful support from parents and 
friends.  However, the club has not been 
able to fill the vacancy left by Mick 
Channer, who undertook the role of Social 
Secretary for a number of years. Volunteers 
are asked to contact Club Secretary Linsey 
Cresswell (758194), who has been carrying 
the role on top of her other duties. She 
needs a rest! 

All news, photos and more can 
be found on the club website, 
hawridgeandcholesbury.hitscricket.com. 
The club also has a Facebook page.

Brian Ralphs 
Chairman, Hawridge & Cholesbury CC
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FRIENDS OF ASHRIDGE 
The National Trust at Ashridge is 
holding its annual Spring Plant Fair 
on 11 May, 11am to 4pm and sells 
donated plants from the public to 
raise funds exclusively for the upkeep 
of the Ashridge Estate. The volunteer 
organisers would be happy to receive 
any number or variety of plants - and 
vegetables prove especially popular. 
They ask that the plants come 
labelled, noting the colour of the 
bloom if ornamental.

The event is run entirely by 
volunteers. Ashridge is for everyone 
and needs to be continually nurtured 
with the right resources to ensure 
that enjoyment of such a beautiful, 
ancient site of natural woodland is 
preserved for future generations. 

Many local commercial nurseries 
support the event and set up stalls 
too. They will be open for business 
and selling unusual hardy perennials, 
border plants, roses, herbs and more. 
The fair is situated at the top of 
Monument Drive.

To donate any plants, or for further 
information, please contact John 
Cartwright on 01442 864 984. Last 
date for plant donations is 4 May. Pots 
and compost can be provided. 

LINDENGATE 
A new local charity called Lindengate 
aims to provide therapeutic 
gardening activities to help those 
dealing with mental health issues. The 
charity plans to develop a site-based 
facility nearby.

As a community project, Lindengate is 
keen to involve as many local people 
as possible and has opportunities for 
anyone to get involved in both the set 
up and future running of the charity. If 
you are able to offer specific specialist 
skills or just enthusiasm, and would be 
interested in helping out, please send 
an e-mail to volunteer@lindengate.
org.uk with your contact information, 
or phone 07837 239328 (www.
lindengate.org.uk) for information 
and dates of volunteer recruitment 
evenings/events.
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My influences have come mainly 
from my tutors at University, 
Mike Davis, and Cate Watkinson. I 

worked on live projects with both Mike and 
Cate, making leaded glass for St. Nicholas 
cathedral church, and St. Mary’s catholic 
cathedral in Newcastle, as well as other jobs 
mostly in the North-East.

I was first introduced to engraving by Jiri 
Harcuba, an important Czech glass engraver 
and artist, at the end of my first year at 
University. He invited me to an Engraved 
Glass Symposium in Kamenicky Senov, 
Czech Republic in 1999. The symposium 
enabled me to meet artists from around 
the world and to take a crash course in 
engraving techniques and history. 

Through my degree, I started to develop 
some basic skills. My early attempts all 
involved engraving pieces that would then 
form part of a larger sculpture, combined 
with other techniques, whether blown 
forms or architectural experiments. I felt 

that my degree was about not just learning 
techniques, but developing an artistic voice, 
and a direction in my work. I think that this 
is a lifelong exploration that all artists go 
through. In fact I don’t think that I really 
want to arrive at the end of my journey, as I 
would have nothing left to do!

I always knew, since deciding to study 
glass at school, that I wanted to work in 
architectural glass. When I graduated from 
my BA, I set up my studio with a Prince’s 
Trust grant to buy a kiln and an engraving 
lathe. Having set up my business, I started 
to explore engraving as a means of surface 
decoration, imagery and texture. I found 
that it gave my work individuality, and 
allowed me to express in glass some of the 
things that I was able to do in sketchbooks. 

I enjoy commissioned work because of 
the restraints it places on me. I have to find 
a way to express myself, but also to make 
work that has a meaning for the particular 
context, and also relates to the environment. 

In 2004-05 I spent a year at Eton College, 
as artist in residence. It was here that I 
started to think more deeply about mark 
making, both in terms of the engraving, 
and also in my ideas. The carvings of boys’ 
names around the school led me to consider 
the human need to leave a mark of some 
description which can help us to make sense 
of our existence, and our uniqueness. The 
age old question that all children ask, “why 
am I me?” has particular resonance for 
me. Through my piece at Eton I was able 
to explore this. I titled it “Anonymity” as 
an ironic statement for a work made from 
names. I was questioning the importance 
of a name, and also thinking about our 
need to achieve distinction from our fellow 
human beings. This is particularly relevant 
in a school such as Eton, where the boys live 
together, and are highly competitive. 

Another project which I feel has been 

important for my own artistic development 
was the series of commissions that I 
completed for Rothbury Community 
Hospital. Again, as is so often the case, 
I worked with community groups, this 
time mainly children from local schools. I 
ran workshops focusing on drawing, and 
looking at the theme of healing plants. 
I felt that, although I was working with 
other people’s marks, the imagery was still 
my own. By using engraving, I translated 
the drawings that the children had done 
into glass, and thus overlaying their mark 
making with my own. In this way, they have 
strongly influenced the visual outcome, 
but I have maintained control over its final 
appearance.

Having grown up in St Leonards, it was 
a great pleasure for me to make a stained 
glass window for the church where I was 
married and also christened. I worked with 
children from the Sunday school to create 
the imagery. As well as the making of the 
work, the experience of the development 
of ideas and themes is very important. 
During the workshops, we took the children 
for a walk into Dundridge woods. It was a 
beautiful spring day and the conversations 
we had, and the drawings we did were as 
important as the completed window. 

In contrast to this more traditional work 
I also made a chandelier for Pizza Express 
in London. Although very different works, 
these two pieces represent the breadth of 
the artwork I have gone on to create in 
recent years. 

In 2011/12 I worked on a major project 
for The Rosie Hospital at Addenbrookes, 
Cambridge. This series of commissions 
form the main artwork for the new Rosie 
Hospital extension. I worked closely 
with staff and users at the hospital to 
create work that is uplifting and thought 
provoking, without being controversial. 

It has been recognised that art in 
hospitals has an important role to play 
in both patients’ and staff’s wellbeing. I 
spent time in hospital as a child, and am 

Claudia’s familiar stained glass window in  
St Leonards Church

Claudia Phipps is a local glass maker, artist and engraver. Her work focuses on architectural 

commissions, and she uses a wide variety of techniques including engraving and kiln-

forming as well as traditional leading. Claudia tells us about her career so far…

Carving my path
A personal journey through contemporary glass art
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St	  Leonards	  Village	  Fête	  	  

	  

	  
	  

7th	  June	  2014	  	  	  	  	  	  
Opening	  2pm	  

Horse	  Show	  (Starts	  9am)	  
Companion	  Dog	  Show	  

Pedigree	  &	  Novelty	  Classes	  
(Booking	  from	  1pm	  	  Judging	  2pm	  PROMPT)	  

	  
Jazz	  Band,	  owls,	  bric-‐a-‐brac,	  mini	  beer	  festival.	  

Children’s	  games,	  barbeque,	  cakes,	  ice	  cream,	  Pimms.	  	  
Coconut	  shy,	  games,	  tombola,	  plants,	  vintage	  cars.	  

Cream	  teas,	  refreshments	  and	  much	  more.	  
	  

More	  information	  01494	  758567	  or	  www.wherecanwego.com	  
Donation	  requested	  on	  entrance	  –	  Adults	  £1,	  children	  50p	  

Free	  parking	  –	  Free	  programme	  

convinced that the artwork will enhance 
the hospital environment and give people 
who will be spending time in the building a 
focus for personal reflection. 

So my journey in the exploration of this 
wonderful, magical material continues. I 
am currently doing another residency, this 
time at Wycombe Abbey school. I continue 
to work on both public and private 
commissions, and develop new ideas. The 
joy I find in my work comes from the fact 
that each time I take on a new commission, 
it is completely new. Each project is 
different, and each artwork unique. I never 
get bored! 

This year Claudia will be at The Queens 
Park Art Centre in Aylesbury during Bucks 
Open Studios fortnight (7 -22 June).
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by the Reverend 

David Burgess

Some good news: 

we’re going to 

have another 

ordained minister 

to work with me in 

the parishes from the beginning of May.

We’ve enjoyed and benefited from 
the work of John, Kevan, Bill, Ian, 
Peggy, and other ministers who 

have taken Sunday services for us. However, 
since Ivor’s retirement three and a half 
years ago, we’ve missed the presence of an 
extra minister actually within the villages, 
particularly in the area of everyday pastoral 
work.

So I’m delighted to let you know that 
the Revd. Pippa Soundy is joining us. 
Those who attend Cholesbury Church 
may remember that she took a number of 
services there when I was ill. She is about 
to finish her appointment as Curate at 
St Michael’s, Amersham, and she brings 
considerable Christian experience with her 
over and above the four years of her curacy.  

In practical terms Pippa is going to be 
with us for two days in the week and two 
Sundays a month. She is looking forward 
to playing her part in leading worship, 
engaging in pastoral care, contributing 
to the building up of Christian fellowship 
within the churches, and being a colleague 
for me, both for encouragement and 
as a check and balance! She will also be 
spending some time in wider work in the 
Wendover Deanery, advising on Mission 
and Planning.

Because she doesn’t live in the parishes, 
Pippa will need a base from which to work, 
and we’ve suggested that the St Leonard’s 
Church room would be the best place. 
We’re drafting a working agreement for 
Pippa as I write this, and will finalise any 
details of the appointment that remain to 
be confirmed.

Can I ask that you pray for her as she 
settles in? Although she doesn’t live far 
away and knows the parishes to some 
extent, any new ministry takes time to get 
used to, and support is essential. The church 
at The Lee has designated Wednesday 
9 April as a day when the PCC and the 
congregation will be praying for Pippa. It 
would be good if church members (and 
non-members if you wish)  across all the 
villages could join us in doing this – just 
setting aside a few minutes of prayer 
during that day to think of her is all we ask.

Lastly, there will be a formal welcome 
for Pippa in a church service at The Lee at 
7pm on Friday 16 May. All are welcome to 
attend.

A warm welcome...
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CHOLESBURY

On Sunday 19 
January we 
welcomed 

Stella Marie Watson 
into the church. Tom 
and Louise brought 
their one year old daughter to be baptised, 
and their friendly and supportive family 
joined our congregation. There was a 
subtext to the service as mum, Louise, has a 
younger sister, Emma, and baby Stella is the 
younger sister of four year old Leila. Emma 
read a witty and warm passage entitled 
‘from a younger sister’ and the message 
resonated well with the commitments of 
the baptismal promises. Emma has also 
entered Cholesbury history as the first 
person to read from a Kindle!

Leila made her commitment to Stella in 
the unknowing way of a child. She stood 
at the font and, as the water was poured, 
her face broke into an excited smile. Both 
daughters are likely to become musical. 
Tom and Louise met at the Royal Academy 
of Music and Tom has a career playing the 
trumpet in different orchestras.

Our Sunday services, as expected, are 
led mainly by David, but we are fortunate 
that visiting clergy have helped David and 
share his workload. There are two who 
regularly join us and we appreciate their 

attendance. I would like to thank Rev 
Kevan Royle from Aylesbury for celebrating 
our BCP communion on the first Sunday of 
the month. On the second Sunday we have 
a Matins service and we are grateful to 
Peggy Sear, a lay minister from Northwood, 
for leading our worship. Many of us were 
brought up to see the same vicar every 
week but the variety we now experience 
reflects a changing world of greater choice 
while maintaining the key role of a ‘village 
vicar’.

Sunday 13 April is Palm Sunday and 
crosses will be distributed at our 10am 
Matins. 

On Good Friday, 18 April, we will meet 
at St Leonards church to start our Walk of 
Witness to Cholesbury Common. Along the 
way we enjoy each other’s company and 
have stops for readings, prayers and hymns. 
At about noon we join with Hawridge 
and St Leonards and go into church for a 
reflective service. Easter Day, 20 April is 
our big festival and we will have a Parish 
Communion with hymns at 9.30am.

Cholesbury will host the Ascension Day 
service on 29 May at 7.30 pm.

At the end of February, Carys Gadsden 
opened her garden for a wonderful display 
of snowdrops. An expert in the villages is 
always valuable and Carys kindly agreed 
to inspect the snowdrops in Cholesbury 
churchyard. We have two varieties: 

CHOLESBURY
Holy Baptism

19 January 2014   -   Stella Marie Watson

Galanthus Nivalis and the double version 
Galanthus Flore Piero. They are common 
varieties so we could not add to Carys’ 
collection of more than one hundred, but 
they make a great display in our churchyard 
during a cold month. 

In a warmer month we will hold our 
Cream Teas. Please put Sunday 25 May at 
Cholesbury Village Hall into your diaries.

Stella Watson welcomed into the church

ST LEONARDS

The film season 
in the Church 
Room has 

ended, with Julia 
Roberts in ‘Eat, 
Love, Pray’ being hugely popular – as was 
the pop corn! We are most grateful to 
Gavin for showing the film and to Gill for 
organising the evenings. These films draw 
people from all over the Hilltops and we 
look forward to them starting again in  
the Autumn.

The Breakfast Service seems to hit the 
spot and we served hot coffee, bacon 
butties and pain au chocolat to no less 
than 47 adults and children on Sunday 23 
February and, yes, we did just all fit in! We 
meet at 9am with a short but important 
service at 9.30am and everyone is on their 
way home at 10. Do join us – Sunday 27 
April and Sunday 25 May.

On Sunday 16 February – a service  
shared with Hawridge and Cholesbury –  
we were delighted to be able to send £544 
to the ‘Somerset Community Foundation 
Fund’ for the relief of the many people 
whose homes and businesses have been 
ruined by flooding.

The Wednesday Tea Parties are 
increasingly popular and it’s lovely to see 
how many people pop in occasionally when 
they can. Tea is really delicious and chat 
flows as friendships are both made and 
renewed.  Anyone who needs a lift can 
come and see for themselves by ringing 
either Anne Lake (01296 620169) or Anne 
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HAWRIDGE

Thank you to those 
who supported our 
quiz evening. Sylvia 

had prepared some quite 
taxing questions and it 
was much enjoyed by 
everyone. We raised £650!

Our church services on Easter Sunday, 20 
April are – Holy Communion with hymns 
at 10am and Easter Praise at 5pm. If you 
would like to take part in the Easter Praise 
service by playing an instrument, singing or 
reading, please let Joan (758332) know.
Cream Teas will be served on Sunday 4 
May, 1 – 5pm at Cholesbury Village Hall. 
There will be cake, tombola and bric-a-brac 
stalls, so do come and join in!

Our annual Summer Concert is on 
Friday 20 June at the School. As usual 
Iain Ledingham will be accompanied by 
advanced students from the Royal Academy 
of Music and this will be followed by a 
buffet supper. It is always a most enjoyable 
evening and you can learn more about 
it in the next edition of Hilltop News. 
Meanwhile Joan (758332) or Elizabeth 
(758214) have details.

Butterworth (758700). We will meet on 
Wednesday 23 April and Wednesday 28 
May at 3pm.

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
is on Wednesday 30 April at 8pm – coffee 
and biscuits from 7.30pm. This is your 
opportunity as a member of the community 
to come and express an opinion on what 
goes on in St Leonards Church. Perhaps 
you would like to see a change in services? 
Perhaps you don’t like the choice of hymns, 
or the way the churchyard is kept? Perhaps 
you do like all these things – so come and 
tell us! We would really love to see you: 
it’s dreadfully boring if it’s just the PCC and 
difficult for us to make changes if we don’t 
know what people want.

We are sorry about the non-working of 
the car park light, which is vital in the dark 
evenings and also affords protection from 
any unwanted outside interference. The 
storms of the past few weeks have resulted 
in water getting into the fitting and it has 
required two men, a scaffolding tower and 
a new fitting to put it right.

On Good Friday at 10am the Sunday 
School begins to build the Easter Garden 
– joining with adults who start the Walk 
of Witness at 10.30am. The children 
accompany the group for the first station 
of the cross before returning to church to 
listen to the Easter story.  They finish with 
an Easter Egg Hunt!  You don’t have to be 
a member of the Sunday School to come 
along - all children are most welcome.

The Walk of Witness ends at Cholesbury 
Church about 12 noon, when there is a 
quiet Devotional Hour led this year by 
David.

On Easter Sunday, as we celebrate the 
Resurrection of Jesus, we invite you to join 
us either for Holy Communion at 9am or 
a short Family Service at 11.15am led by 
David. It is always good to see families 
accompanied by visiting family and friends 
and amazing how many of them participate 
in the Easter Egg Hunt at the end of the 
service!

We have renewed our contact with the 
St Leonards Pre-School in Hambantota 
province in Sri-Lanka. The school was 
built after the 2004 Tsunami. At that time, 
thanks to people’s immense generosity, 
there was actually a surfeit of clothing 
collected and we sold what remained 
with us to a company who were re-cycling 
second hand clothing to the third world. 
The Pre-School was built with the money 
raised and officially opened by Katharine 
Dallas and Sally Reynolds in January 2006, 
with Sen Sinniah and Virginia and Gavin 
Oldham instrumental in its inception.

The PCC has voted £500 to the School 
and in tranches of £100 at a time, 
this is being handed personally to the 
headmistress, with whom we now have 
contact through an English lawyer friend 
who travels regularly in the area. It is a very 
poor part of Sri-Lanka and the money will 
go a long way to improving the school and 
the playground. Mrs Kusumalatha has been 
the head of the school since the beginning 
and teaches with her daughter-in-law. It 
appears to be extremely well organised 
and parents take turns to cook lunch each 
day for the children. School had actually 
just broken up for the holidays and so our 
contact missed a concert put on for the 
parents the day before his visit. 

We will report as soon as possible on 
what has been achieved and how the on-
going monies are to be spent. PHIL VINCE 

Roseann Vince would like to thank 
everyone for their help and kindness 
following the sudden death of 
Phil on Friday 28 February at Stoke 
Mandeville Hospital and, in particular, 
Liz Firth for doing the flowers and 
Diana and John Garner for helping 
with the arrangements. Thanks also 
for all the generous donations to 
the Thames Valley and Chiltern Air 
Ambulance Trust.
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NEIGHBOURHOOD 
WATCH

The Neighbourhood & 
Home Watch Network 
office often get phone 

calls or e-mails asking for 
advice about scams. They 
always advise anyone who suspects a scam, 
or who has been the victim of a scam, to 
report it to the police on www.actionfraud.
police.uk or 0300 123 2040.  However, 
they say that it is always better to take 
preventative action where possible and it 
is good to know what to look for to avoid 
being taken in, as well as to advise friends 
and family members when necessary. The 
charity Think Jessica (www.thinkjessica.
com) provides useful advice about scams. 
Their 12-page booklet, ‘Scam mail is 
blackmail’, is particularly useful and covers 
lottery and prize draw scams, clairvoyant, 
catalogue, courier, bank / building society 
scams and more. You can order a free hard 
copy of this booklet by writing to: Think 
Jessica, PO Box 4442, Chesterfield S44 9AS. 
(Please enclose a 2nd class stamp), or by 
emailing advice@thinkjessica.com.

During this winter many homes and 
gardens sustained damage from the wind. 
Gardens, sheds and backs of houses are 
more readily accessible and less secure if 
fences are blown down. It is a good idea to 
make repairs as soon as practicably possible 
and, if you are making repairs, you might 
consider enhancing your security measures 
at the same time.

If you would like any further information 
on how to make your property and grounds 
more secure, call 101 and ask to speak with 
a member of your neighbourhood police 
team who can assist. 101 is the number to 
call for non-urgent contact with the police: 
999 for urgent attention and to report a 
crime in progress.

Shirley Blomfield (758314)

CHOLESBURY-CUM-ST 
LEONARDS W.I.

The start of 2014 has seen two 
excellent meetings: firstly with Will 
Phillips telling us about Liberty’s, the 

London store, and the connections with our 
neighbours at The Lee. Will is the Keeper of 
Social History at the County Museum and 
he illustrated his talk with slides, including 
showing Liberty items which the museum 
has in the collection.

When Claudia Phipps came to us in 
February she also had a slide show, with 
examples of her contemporary glass 
work which have been commissioned and 
are now installed. Claudia is a natural 
communicator, besides having so much 
expertise in her work, and she impressed 
us with her knowledge and explanations 
of how she develops her themes and the 
techniques which she uses. Her works 
are not only in churches, which you 
might expect, but she also takes private 
commissions. It was very interesting to learn 
that she has produced works for hospitals, 

where the installations which she showed 
us looked beautiful and inspiring. (See the 
feature on Claudia elsewhere in this issue 
of Hilltop News).

After we have been visited in March by 
the juggler, Nigel Roder, our April meeting 
is something completely different. The 
Reverend Doctor John Parry is the Minister 
at Chalfont St Giles URC and has made a 
study of the African/American slaves and 
how music, known as Negro Spirituals, not 
only affected but also brought meaning 
and hope into their traumatic lives. 

There will be two singers and a keyboard 
accompaniment while John tells the stories 
behind the songs. The meeting will be one 
week earlier than our usual third Monday 
of the month, as this happens to be Easter 
Monday this year and so we shall be in St 
Leonards Parish Hall on Monday 14 April 
instead. We are always pleased to welcome 
any visitors to our meetings. You do not 
need to call anyone beforehand but our 
President, Carol Henry, will always help 
with any questions (758435). 
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HAWRIDGE & 
CHOLESBURY 
COMMONS 
PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY
Woodland
The work on the woodland areas of the 
Commons, undertaken by Christine Stott, 
has come to an end for the present, in 
order to allow nesting birds to do so in 
peace. Our Working Parties, who have 
been renamed the Hilltop Commons 
Conservation Group, to reflect better the 
work that they do, may continue to remove 
some of the brash but we are advised to 
leave the rest and we are assured that, 
though it may look unsightly now, recovery 
will soon take place. We are hoping that 
the felling work done to open up the 
bottom ride will mean that the very muddy 
conditions will dry out soon if the weather 
continues to improve. Hopefully, walkers 
and riders will then be able to enjoy the 
Commons without the mud. 

This year the work of the Conservation 
Group has been hampered by the unusually 
wet and windy conditions, but recent 
sessions have been spent clearing the ride 
down from Common Ley to the corner 
at the bottom of Ray’s Hill; the removal 
of a willow tree which had fallen into 
Pallett’s Pond; and the clearing of other 
overhanging branches by the pond. We 
await a visit from pond expert Rod d’Ayala 
to report on both Pallett’s Pond and on the 
Dew Pond. Pallett’s Pond does not hold 
water to a depth that it once did and we 
are interested to find out why and whether 
this can be remedied. The Dew Pond has 
become dominated by Rushes with a 
few open areas, some of which contain 
county-rare water purslane. Anything we 
do to improve the diversity of species by 
removing some of the rushes should not 
eradicate the water purslane. 

A great deal of thought goes into 
establishing what needs to be done by the 
Conservation Group and into prioritizing 
the order in which tasks should be carried 
out. Care is taken to ensure that members 
have adequate training in the use of 
tools and safety measures as well as the 
physical work that they undertake. We are 
fortunate to have such a dedicated team 
working to keep the Commons in good 
order and they deserve our thanks for the 
work that they do in virtually all weathers.

Subscriptions
Needless to say, there are always costs 
incurred for routine maintenance and 
surveys, etc and we are reliant on your 
subscriptions to pay for these. At £10 per 
adult or £20 per family this remains a 
bargain. If you have not already done so, 
you can pay your annual subscription to 
our treasurer: Ben Lewis, 7 Sandpit Hill 
Cottages, Cholesbury Lane, Cholesbury 
HP23 6NF (758 843). Ben can also provide 
you with an e-mail form if you wish to pay 
by Standing Order. He can be contacted 
by e-mail: lewis.cholesbury@gmail.com. 
Donations are of course always welcome.

Litterblitz
Our annual Litterblitz will be held this year 
from 29 March to 6 April. Unfortunately, 
it is much needed this year since there 
has been a great deal of litter dumped by 
the roadsides and it is important to deal 
with it before it becomes entangled in 
the new season’s growth. We hope that 
many of you will take part in clearing up, 
though none of us should have to do it. As 
usual, collection bags will be placed at the 
top of the Parson’s Path opposite Church 
Lane, opposite the School and at the hard 
standing by the Cricket Pavilion. Filled 
bags may be left at any of these locations 
to be removed by the Council soon after 
6 April. We appreciate that many of you 
routinely carry a plastic bag on your walks 
on the Commons to remove rubbish left 
by thoughtless people and this is really 

welcomed. Thank you.
One particularly unpleasant instance 

of fly-tipping occurred at the top of 
Stoney Lane when a substantial amount 
of meat and bones, polystyrene cups and 
cleaning materials, left over from a Hog 
Roast in late January, was dumped there. 
Unfortunately, a tree then fell down across 
the Lane and its crown obscured the bags 
for a time. It was necessary to remove the 
branches before the rotting rubbish could 
be collected. Our thanks to John Kilpatrick, 
who spent several hours on this revolting 
job, and to the Council for removing the 
seven bags which he had collected. I have 
no doubt that the people who had the Hog 
Roast would have paid for the removal of 
the waste, in good faith. I hope that, if they 
read this, they will think twice before using 
these unscrupulous people again.

Owls
Members of the Bucks Owl and Raptor 
Group (BORG) returned to re-site a barn 
owl box on the Tricks’ property near Tring 
Grange Farm. Sarah and Stephen Tricks 
have been fortunate to see a barn owl 
several times and have little owls in their 
garden. Hopefully, the barn owl will now 
have found a mate and be enticed to nest 

in their box.
Those others who have asked to 

purchase tawny, little or barn owl boxes 
have been told that, if they have not heard 
from BORG, this does not mean that they 
have been forgotten. The work done to 
erect boxes and to monitor them is entirely 
voluntary and has to be fitted in around 
busy work schedules.

The importance of BORG’s work has been 
stressed in recent weeks with news that the 
number of barn owl nests across Britain in 
2013 varied between 45 and 95% lower than 
normal. This has been partly caused by severe 
winters and this last wet winter will not have 
helped. However, another cause is the use 
of rat poison. According to a report on the 
Barn Owl Trust’s website, 84% of Britain’s 
barn owls feed on poisoned prey and some 
die as a direct result. The Trust is conducting 
a campaign against the use of Second 
Generation Anticoagulant Rodenticides 
(SGARs) first introduced in the 1970s. 
Spring
On a much more cheerful note, the sun is 
shining, it is warm, the birds are twittering 
and the spring flowers are looking 
wonderful. Enjoy! 

Lindsay Griffin
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Rupert Brooke is rightly regarded as one 

of our most revered war poets. His poetry 

only really came to the wider public’s 

attention in 1915 following his tragic death 

from sepsis in a hospital at Skyros in the 

Aegean Sea. However, amongst his peers 

he had already become recognised as 

one of the foremost poets of the age. He 

broke new ground for the time with his 

distinctive style of romantic poetry, which 

incorporated imagery drawn from nature. 

Like many of his compatriots, in order 
to escape the distractions of city life 
and gain inspiration, he frequently 

travelled out from London to seek solitude 
and tranquillity in the Chiltern Hills. Setting 
off from Tring or Wendover he would 
take the Icknield Way and then wind his 
way up the hollow ways to walk the hills 
and woodlands. It is quite possible that he 
wandered as far as these villages. A close 
friend of his, John Drinkwater, is known to 
have stayed at the Windmill. The Pink and 
Lily pub at Parslow’s Hillock above Princes 
Risborough was also one of his regular 
haunts. 

..... The Roman road to Wendover 

By Tring and Lilley Hoo, .....

In 1913, and no doubt intoxicated, if not 
by beer by the scenes around him, Brooke 
wrote a poem called ‘The Chilterns’. It 
serves both as a poem about unrequited 
love (Brooke had just learnt that his 
affection for a girl was not reciprocated) 
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P****d as a newt or  
intoxicated as a poet?

and undoubtedly it is also an appreciation 
of the varied and ever-changing vistas he 
had become familiar with. Some particular 
lines of the poem stood out which I 
think could perfectly describe anyone’s 
experiences of the Chilterns. The first one 
below, observing the view into Aylesbury 
Vale, has a winter feel and the second 
I think must be springtime. The third 
describes an autumnal scene…

...... White mist about the black hedgerows, 

The slumbering Midland plain, 

The silence where the clover grows, 

And the dead leaves in the lane, ......

The first few days of March brought a 
welcome change in the weather with a 
shift from the wet, if mild, winter period 
to warm bright and even sunny days. The 
signs are that spring has been advanced 
a fortnight or so. It is almost as though 
spring was ‘..... like greyhounds in the 
slips, Straining upon the start ....’ as hardly 
had the first day of the season passed 
before white-tailed bumble bees were 
out buzzing around the newly laid carpets 
of resplendent celandines, that are only 
open for business when the sun shines, 
and hitherto hibernating brimstones 
had stoked their fires and were already 
circumnavigating their domains. 

..... The splendour and the pain;

The splash of sun, the shouting wind,

And the brave sting of rain .....

Whilst over-wintering invertebrates 

are programmed to awaken each year 
by reacting to a sudden, if modest, 
temperature increase; amphibians, such as 
newts, wait out the worst of the winter in 
loose soil or deep leaf litter, and emerge 
from dormancy (not hibernation) during 
February, when temperatures rise above 
0°C and there is sufficient free water on 
the soil surface. They habitually return to 
the same water-source and, having satisfied 
their voracious appetites with new found 
energy, they are ready to participate in the 
courtship ritual. It is said the expression 
‘p****d as a newt’ originates from the 
awkward lumbering behaviour of the 
male newt,  comprising arm-waving and 
tail-whipping, promoting the dispersal of 
pheromones as it stalks and attempts to 
snare a female. 

If two or more males are following a 
single female, each will attempt to force 
the other away from the pursuit. In doing 
so limbs and tail will become entangled and 
the melee that ensues has been described 
as having all the hallmarks of a Greco-
Roman wrestling contest. Newts need to 
surface to absorb oxygen through their skin 
and it is believed that this tussle will favour 
the ‘fitter newt’ capable of absorbing 
more oxygen and therefore able to stay 
submerged for longer periods. Eventually 
one has to disengage and surface. Having 
deposited a packet of sperm on the ground, 
he will entice the female to walk over and 
absorb it. The female returns to the water 
to lay one or two eggs in the folds of the 
leaves of water plants. 

 It has long been known that newts 
losing a tail or limb can re-grow them. 
However, recent research has found that, 
in addition, jaws, eyes, hearts, intestines 
and spinal cords can also be regenerated 

and work is underway to isolate the genes 
responsible for this. This might just have an 
application for the reconstruction of human 
organs one day!

..... The autumn road, the mellow wind 
That soothes the darkening shires. 
And laughter, and inn-fires. .....

One day at the end of May, a few years 
back, I happened to be visiting Champneys 
(not for any of their ‘ treatments’ I should 
add) and during the day while walking 
around the estate I crossed a hay meadow 
that was full of yellow rattle: a herb plant 
with yellow parrot-shaped flowers, which 
gets its name from the seeds which can 
be heard to rattle inside the hardened 
fruit-capsules in late summer. It was a 
stunning sight to see the shimmering 
yellow flowers, poking through the 
tall grasses. This important plant is 
responsible for improving the diversity of 
meadow plants by parasitizing the grass 
species and drawing nutrients from their 
roots. Through ensuring the continuous 
impoverishment of the more rampant 
grasses, it prevents them crowding out 
those annuals less able to compete. 

Many thanks for the comments. 
As usual, please call me on 758890 or 
e-mail chrisbrown@rayshill.com with any 
observations.

Chris Brown 
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V V V

100 Club 
winners 

February 2014

1st prize   £25.00   
Mrs J Joseph, St Leonards

2nd prize   £15.00  
Mrs C Henry,  St Leonards

3rd prize   £15.00  
Mrs J Thomas, Buckland Common

March 2014

1st prize   £15.00   
Mrs A Lake, Coppice Farm Park

2nd prize   £15.00   
Mr M Reynolds, Asheridge

 V V V
The St Leonards Parish Hall 100 Club 
has paid out prizes totalling £610 in 
the current year to 32 lucky winners, 
announced in Hilltop News.  

The annual subscription is due by 1st April 
and is still only £10. New members are 
very welcome. Prizes will increase pro rata 
to the number of members. Please contact 
any Committee member or Dave Clarke 
(758567), dfclarke@btinternet.com.

Existing members will be contacted in the 
usual way but you can help by sending 
your renewal cheque, payable to ‘St 
Leonards Parish Hall 100 club’ to your 
usual contact or any member of the hall 
committee.

Many thanks to all who take part and 
good luck in the draw.
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Rob Bourne, recently retired from 

defending our country at the MoD, has 

retrained through CyTech, achieving the 

UK’s leading cycle mechanic training 

qualification. He can now source, set up, 

service and mend any bike you may have, 

be it road, mountain, uni, tandem….

A fully equipped, dedicated workshop 
in Hawridge Lane, now caters for all 
your cycling needs and even offers 

a small range of accessories (lights, saddles, 
puncture repair kits, tyres, inner tubes, etc).

Or you may be thinking of buying a 
bike?  Rob can help you source it, usually 

at a discounted price. Perhaps you need 
it professionally built and set up for your 
size and requirements? Rob can also get 
this done for you. Call in, or call for an 
appointment (07748 835048). 

Rob can also give you advice on routes, 
places to visit and eat and anything else 
related to cycling in the Chilterns, including 
information about the Chilterns Cycleway: 
the 170 mile circular route around the 
Chilterns AONB.

Find out more at www.oacycleworkshop.
com. Rob is generously offering a free bike 
safety check until the end of April and 
a 10% discount on goods, if you quote: 
“Hilltop News”.

Our local cycle workshop
Rob Bourne in his Hawridge Lane workshop
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Would you like to be trained to help save 
lives in our community?
Rather dramatic words, but it is a sincere 
offer. At a recent meeting with the 
Ambulance Service, members of the Parish 
Council and some local residents learned 
that if an ambulance is called out, via a 999 
call, to the Hilltop Villages it could take at 
least 14 minutes to arrive. In the event of a 
life-threatening condition such as a heart 
attack or stroke, the first 8 minutes are a 
vital period during which intervention by a 
trained first responder can be literally life-
saving. To improve the odds in our favour 
you may have heard that the Parish Council 
is purchasing a defibrillator for the Hilltop 
Villages. (In fact this will be a second such 
device as one has recently been installed at 
St Leonards Village Hall).

If we could get one or more people 
to come forward to be a trained as a 
Community Responder we could improve 
the odds still further. In the briefest terms, 
Community Responders are volunteers who 
help save lives. In an emergency they would 
be available to help someone who needs 
urgent attention while the ambulance is on 
the way and, in effect, work with the team 
of professional paramedics. 

By undertaking a two-day practical and 
enjoyable training course by the Ambulance 
Service, Community Responders acquire 
essential life-saving skills to:
•  provide life support
•  use a defibrillator
•  care for an unconscious patient
•  deal with minor traumas.

Responders are equipped with a 
Community Responder’s kit, which includes 
a defibrillator and can choose how 
much time and when they would like to 
volunteer. They will also receive follow up 
training from the Ambulance Service. To be 
a Community Responder you do not need 
to have had previous life-saving experience, 
paramedic, nurse or medical training, 
though anyone with such skills would of 
course be very welcome.

So if you are even a little bit interested 
in giving something back to our community 
in this way, and would like to find out 
more, contact the Good Neighbours Group 
on 758890 and we can explain more about 
the scheme and also put you in touch with 
the experts at the South Central Ambulance 
Trust, who are working with us to support 
this project in our community. 

Good Neighbours Group
Pub Lunch Club
The Pub Lunch Club, having relocated 
recently to the Black Horse in The Vale, 
has so far enjoyed two excellent meals, 
thanks to our new host Sandra Taylor. 
We meet at lunchtimes (12.30pm) on the 
second Wednesday of each month. It is 
open to anyone living in, or connected 
with the Hilltop Villages, who fancies 
a break and a chat over a meal. It also 
provides an opportunity for those who 
might otherwise not find it easy to get to 
local social events. If a lift is needed this 
can be arranged. On offer is a two-course 
meal for just £9. The next few dates for 
your diary are: Wednesdays 9 April, 14 May 
and 11 June. Booking needs to be made in 
advance by telephone (758890) or e-mail 
goodneighbours@cholesbury.com 

Severe Weather Car Scheme
Thanks go to the team of volunteers who 
supported the Severe Weather Car Scheme 
over the winter months. Unlike last year, 
there were no call-outs this time, thanks to 
the mild, albeit very wet, winter season.

Directory of local public services
An idea, started in 2011, by the Good 
Neighbours Group to have a hard copy 
Public Services Directory has now been 
taken up by Chiltern District Council, who 
has just published its new directory. We 
have hard copies available to be distributed 
locally (contact the number below) or it 
can be viewed and downloaded online at 
the Good Neighbours webpage on www.
cholesbury.com.

More information
If you would like to know more about 
or become a volunteer with the 
Good Neighbours Group see www.
cholesbury.com and follow the link to 
Good Neighbours Group, or contact 
Chris Brown, e-mail: goodneighbours@
cholesbury.com or phone 758890.
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OSCAR WINNER! 
Congratulations to Mark Sanger, son 
of Paddy and Francis from St Leonards, 
who won the award for Best Film 
Editing at the recent Oscars in Los 
Angeles. Gravity, the acclaimed British 
3D space thriller, was shot at Pinewood 
and Shepperton Studios. Hilltop News 
will highlight Mark’s successful rise in 
the film industry in the next issue.

TURBO-CHARGED  
BIKE TOURS!

Are you a lapsed or infrequent cyclist 

looking for inspiration in 2014? You may 

view a bicycle as a perfectly pleasant mode 

of transport, were it not for the hills!  

The electric bike combines pedal power 

with an electric motor, enabling you to 

glide up any incline. It’s cycling without the 

pain, and a chance to rekindle your love of 

cycling and the great outdoors. 

Electric Bike Tours combine the 
joys of cycling, English heritage 
and wonderful countryside. The 

Berkhamsted tour visits the Ashridge Estate 
and Ivinghoe Beacon. After lunch at the 
Bridgewater monument, the final leg sees 
Ashridge House throwing open its doors 
for an interesting walking tour, followed 
by afternoon tea. Finally it’s whizzing down 
the hill beside Berkhamsted Castle.

Guided tours are available from April to 
September 2014. For more information and 
to book your preferred tour day, visit www.
electricbiketours.co.uk or call your tour host 
Allan on 01442 927522 or 0771 9926660.

CURVACEOUS COOK
Fishcakes

As I write this we have just been part of the Carnivale di Gnocchi in Verona: literally the end to  

meat for Lent, and celebration of the gnocchi, yes really, led by the King of the gnocchi on horseback  

with a huge gnocchi on his spear. So, in the spirit of this fiesta, I looked in the pantry  

and made these from various jar ends.

To a tin of tuna or salmon add 8 anchovies in oil,

a big cooked cubed potato,

1tsp chilli flakes,

1tbs chopped capers,

a handful of chopped chives and parsley,

lots of black pepper.

Cook a chopped onion in a little water and some stock granules.

You can fry them, but I try to avoid fat where possible.

Add these when soft. You won’t need salt as the stock is salty enough.

Smash it all together and leave until cold.

Make patties, not too thick, or the outside will burn before the inside is hot.

Heat a heavy pan and swirl in a little oil.

Carefully add the patties and fry till crunchy on both sides.

You could also put them in a hot oven or under the grill.

Lulu Stephen: bellingdonm@hotmail.com
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Hilltop News
We welcome all news, letters and articles which are of general interest and relevance to 

the Hilltop Villages. Material for inclusion in the June/July edition should be sent to Graham 
Lincoln or Anne Butterworth (Church Matters) by 9 May latest. 

Please note that photos sent online must be at least 2,500 x 1,750 pixels in size.
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