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Summertime fun…

After the driest spring any of us could 
remember, the rain eventually came 
in June: but not on the day of the 

annual St Leonards Parish Fete. People 
came in their droves and provided record-
breaking receipts. John and Ann Horn have 
expertly organised this wonderful event for 
the last eight years and have now decided 
to take a well-earned ‘retirement’ – but not 
before giving us the full story of this year’s 
spectacular.

The following month, the Hawridge & 
Cholesbury Commons Preservation Society’s 
Garden Party 
and Supper was 
also a great 
success and (just) 
blessed with fine 
weather. Report 
and pictures 
inside.

Inside front cover photos

Some butterflies you might be lucky enough 
to see on our commons (see David Dennis 
feature).

Also in this issue… 

•  Daughne Driver – a tribute

•   David Dennis provides an insight into the 
colourful world of butterflies

•   Louisa Haggerty delights audiences with 
her singing

•   Lindsay Griffin recalls a scary encounter 
with a swarm of bees

•   Peter Key – memories from pre-war 
schooldays

•   Novi Most – offering life-changing 
opportunities for young people

Plus our regular features… 
Nature notes, Curvaceous Cook…plus all 
the news from our Churches, School, Clubs, 
Pubs, Councils and Societies.

HS2 Consultation over
The government’s consultation period on 
the High Speed Rail link (HS2) ended on 29 
July and we await the outcome with bated 
breath.

On 15 June the Parish Council organised 
a meeting at St Leonards Parish Hall for 
parishioners to learn more about the 
implications of HS2 and to discuss and 
express their views. Chris Brown hosted 
the meeting and Nick Rose, our District 
Councillor and Leader of CDC was invited to 
outline the key issues. The hall was packed 
and after an excellent meeting the Parish 
Council prepared its written response to the 
consultation.

Our thanks go to the Parish Council 
members, past and present, who have spent 
considerable time formulating a detailed 
response to the HS2 proposals. Our local 
HS2 consultation working group provides 
a summary of the meeting after the PC’s 
report on page 4.
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THE PARISH COUNCIL

This is my first report as parish clerk, 
having taken over from David Clarke 
at the end of May. I must say that he 

is a hard act to follow and I fear it will take 
me far longer than ten years to acquire the 
knowledge and experience he has amassed 
during his ten years in service. There is 
an awful lot to get my head round and 
some of it seems incredibly complex, but 
I am enjoying it so far and I look forward 
to understanding the intricacies of the 
allotments, the planning system and the 
huge number of fearsome regulations that 
go with being a parish clerk. I am very lucky 
to inherit a stable team of councillors who 
probably know my job better than I do at 
the moment!

We have good news in that Philip 
Matthews was co-opted as a member of 
the parish council on 27 June: we are very 
glad indeed to have him back on board. 
While we sadly say goodbye to Caroline 
Coates, who has given a good number of 
years to the council not least in producing 
the spectacular pantomimes so expertly, 
we have a new member: Liz van Hullen, 
and she has been warmly welcomed to the 
council.

Of the recent issues concerning the 
council, roads have, of course, been near 
the top of the list. Bucks CC has allocated 
£25million over a two-year programme and 
the chairman, John Allen, has been very 
active in ensuring that the worst of this 
parish’s roads will be included in the repair 
lists. Gulleys were cleaned during May and 
most of the white lining has been done, 
the exception being Hawridge Hill towards 
Chesham, where the road will have to be 
repaired before lines are painted.

Finally, Bucks County Council is recruiting 
‘master composters’ for a scheme designed 
to encourage more people to compost their 
waste. If you enjoy home composting and 
would be happy to share your experience 
and knowledge with others, the Waste 

Reduction Project Officer would like to hear 
from you on 01296 387797 or composting@
buckscc.gov.uk. I imagine there are a lot of 
dedicated home composters in the area so 
please do get involved.

Susie Bell, Clerk to the Council

758408  parish.clerk@f-12.co.uk

Parish Council’s 
response to the HS2 
consultation
As we reported in the last edition of Hilltop 

News, Cholesbury-cum-St Leonards Parish 

Council is responding to the Government’s 

public consultation on HS2: the proposals 

for a high speed rail link from London to 

Birmingham and the North. The council is 

unanimously opposed.

The promised public meeting took 
place on 15 June and the audience 
packed St Leonards Parish Hall. Parish 

Councillor Chris Brown explained that 
the meeting was to inform parishioners 
of the council’s stance and to ensure the 
council’s formal response was drafted with 
awareness of the views of local people. 
Councillor Nick Rose, leader of Chiltern 
District Council and in whose ward the 
parish sits, explained the district council’s 

opposition to HS2 and its participation in 
the 51m organisation of like-minded local 
councils along the whole proposed route. 
Chris Brown then outlined the points the 
Parish Council proposed to make in its 
response. 

A lively discussion followed with 
questions about the HS2 proposals, 
suggestions from the audience for inclusion 
in the parish council’s submission and 
unanimous support for the parish council’s 
position. 

A draft of the response was approved by 
the parish council on 27 June, subject to the 
working group’s finishing touches. It has 
now been submitted. You may read it on 
the Parish Council page at www.cholesbury.
com or get a copy by contacting the Clerk 
to the Parish Council. 

Cholesbury-cum-St Leonards Parish Council 
HS2 Consultation Working Group (Chris 
Brown, Liz van Hüllen, Francis Sanger)

hs2parishconsultation@cholesbury.com  
or contact the Clerk to the Council,  
Susie Bell,  758408  parish.clerk@f-12.co.uk
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THE COUNTY COUNCIL

Major changes 
have taken 
place at County 

Hall in the last two 
months. Martin Tett from 
Chiltern has replaced 
David Shakespeare as 
Leader of the Council 
and promptly announced 
that his immediate priorities would be HS2 
and roads. £25 million has been set aside 
to put more black top on our roads and 
a programme of road works agreed - the 
results are beginning to show.

Martin has now given evidence against 
HS2 to Parliament’s Transport Committee 
on behalf of the C51 group of local 
authorities. He and the County Council 
are strongly against the route currently 
proposed: there are absolutely no benefits 
for Buckinghamshire. Many people are 
now unable to sell their homes due to the 
lack of a proper compensation scheme, and 
the consequences for business and local 
residents would be disastrous during the 
construction phase. The County Council 
publicly debated HS2 on 21July, again 
rejecting the Government’s proposals.

Another change is the remit of my 
portfolio - now Health & Wellbeing, 
increasing my involvement with 
Health whilst shedding Culture and 
Learning. Recently The Rt Hon Andrew 
Lansley, Secretary of State for Public 
Health, accepted my invitation to visit 
Buckinghamshire, meeting GPs and council 
members. We expressed our wish to make 
early progress on the Health reforms 
being proposed and confirmation of 
future funding.  Andrew Dilnot CBE spoke 
competently about his proposed reforms 
for older people’s social care, and the need 
to have a system that protects personal 
assets by providing a cap that removes the 
risk of very high costs.

I would like to wish all our younger 

residents who have taken exams this 
summer the very best of luck in their 
results. Our local schools continue to 
produce some of the best results in Britain, 
leading to excellent job prospects and the 
choice of good universities.  The Bucks 
Strategic Partnership has been examining 
the skills and jobs challenges in the County 
by trying to match the courses provided by 
local universities with the needs of local 
companies. At 75.3%, Buckinghamshire’s 
employment rate is well above the national 
level with 56.4% employed in managerial, 
professional and technical occupations. 
The County is predominantly a small firm 
economy, with 75% of firms employing four 
or fewer people.

The summer holiday season is with us 
and I hope we can recharge our batteries 
and enjoy our wonderful environment. 
Please let me know if I can raise your 
concerns with officers at County Hall.

Tricia Birchley  01296 621138

HAWRIDGE & 
CHOLESBURY SCHOOL
New beginnings… 

...lots happening here at school as the 

summer term draws to a close

Firstly our headmistress of some 
12 years, Mrs Louise Stallwood, 
announced that she would be leaving 

us. She has been involved in teaching for an 
amazing 36 years and is wished a long and 
well-deserved retirement by everyone in 
the school community.   

Meanwhile the builders are back! 
The final phase of work was begun 
recently following the sale of the old 
school building. Improvements include 
enlargement of some of the infant 
classrooms, additional cloakrooms and 
toilets, a meeting room and a new much 
improved library and staffroom. These 
wonderful facilities will be ready for use 
at the beginning of the autumn term and 
will make a huge difference to both staff 
and pupils. Sincerest thanks to the on-going 
commitment and drive of the governing 
body, in particular John Allen, who have 

been tireless in their pursuit of this goal. 
Alongside all this, school has carried 

on with all the usual summer activities. 
Carnival day was a huge success (and our 
new carnival committee really rose to the 
occasion and did a magnificent job). Also, 
our PSA ran the annual May Fayre to raise 
funds with the usual suspects of fabulous 
Barbeque and refreshments, crockery 
smash, many stalls and our now regular 
feature of Maypole dancing (and yes the 
weather was kind enough to allow us to do 
it without getting wet!)

Sports day and end of term goodbyes 
all done now. We embrace the summer 
sunshine and look forward to…..yes, you’ve 
guessed it, doing it all again in September.  

Kay Bass
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NEIGHBOURHOOD 
WATCH
Scams - There have been 
reports of residents receiving 
scam telephone calls about 
government refunds of 
council tax. In some cases the 
caller reads out their name, 
address and bank account number and 
then asks for the person’s debit card details 
so that payment of the refund can be 
arranged. This is a scam. If you do receive 
such a call and you are unsure, you can ring 
the Revenues Team on 01494 732074. If you 
are entitled to a council tax refund, the 
council will send you a letter showing how 
much you are owed and will then send you 
a refund using information held by them. 

There are also hoax e-mails purporting 
to be from the HM Revenue & Customs 
and claiming that the recipient has paid 
too much income tax and should follow a 
link to arrange a refund. This is a phishing 
scam designed to steal personal and 
financial information from recipients. The 
link in the e-mail opens a bogus website 
designed to resemble the genuine HMRC 
website. HMRC will never send tax refund 
notifications via e-mail nor will it ask 
taxpayers to disclose personal or financial 
information by following a link or opening 
an attachment in an unsolicited email.

Another e-mail, appearing to be 
from Hotmail, claims that due to several 
unsuccessful log in attempts, the recipient’s 
Hotmail account will be deactivated within 
24 hours unless he or she logs in via an 
‘activation link’. The message is not from 
Hotmail, it is designed to steal log in details 
from Hotmail account holders. If you follow 
the link you will be taken to a fraudulent 
website. 

Thames Valley Police have also received 
calls about correspondence received from 
Shenzhen Development Bank in China 
stating that the addressee is beneficiary of 

a large amount of money and asking them 
to make contact. This is also a scam. If you 
receive any such correspondence, remove 
your personal details and dispose of it 
safely. You are advised never to give out 
personal details, including bank account 
details, over the telephone or via e-mail 
unless you can verify and are absolutely 
certain that the source is legitimate.

How to spot fake tickets for festivals 
and popular events - With many events 
coming up over the summer, it’s worth 
knowing how to spot whether tickets you 
are buying from websites are fakes, or 
whether the actual websites themselves 
are scams, in which case, you will lose all 
your money. Read the advice at: www.
lovemoney.com/ – search ‘ticket scams’ for 
eight-ways-to-spot-a-scam-ticket-website.

Machinery thefts - Thames Valley Police 
recommend owners of plant or farm 
machinery to register it with Datatag. For 
further information contact DATATAG on 
01932 895304 or look at the CESAR web-site 
for more details: www.cesarscheme.org 

Please be vigilant and if you see 
anything suspicious call the police straight 
away on 0845 8 505 505 or if it is a crime in 
progress dial 999.

Shirley Blomfield  758314

CHOLESBURY-CUM-ST 
LEONARDS W.I.

The resolution on large-scale intensive 
farming proved controversial and at 
the NFWI AGM in Liverpool (in early 

June) delegates voted to move the agenda 
on. This meant that although the proposer 
of the resolution spoke, and expert 
witnesses both for and against were able 
to put their points of view, no vote was 
taken on the actual resolution. The second 
resolution calling for a campaign against 
library closures was supported almost 
unanimously.

Graham Laurie came to our own June 
meeting and told us about the history of 
Royal Flying. He showed some good slides 
and related many anecdotes. Our July 
meeting will have been our 32nd Birthday. 
David Ball was prevented by the snow last 
December so is coming to this celebration 
instead, bringing his magic with him.

In August we shall be visiting College 
Lake, just outside Tring, and the September 
meeting is to be a talk about Life in the 
Falkland Islands. This will be on Monday 19 
September. Visitors are always welcome to 
our meetings. 

Please ring Carol Henry on 758435 to learn 
more about us.  
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CHOLESBURY cum 
ST LEONARDS 
HORTICULTURAL 
SOCIETY
I am sitting at my desk looking for 

inspiration. The wind is howling outside, 

the rain is blowing horizontally and 

running down the windows. The sky is 

slate grey and autumn is clearly here! But 

wait a moment, Andy Murray has just lost 

in the Wimbledon semi-final, the news is 

still talking about the mud at Glastonbury 

and the children are about to break up at 

school. So rather than hints and tips about 

pruning, mulching and the final mow of 

the season, we are still enjoying a glorious 

British summer. 

Looking around the garden, the plants 
have appreciated the rain we had 
following the driest spring in decades. 

It is a relief not to be spending our evenings 
dragging hoses and sprinklers around, then 
countless hours untangling them. Having a 
very immature garden, we were extremely 
concerned to see that the main effect of 
our diligent watering was having almost as 
many weeds growing as ‘proper’ plants. We 
worked out that the wonderful dark, rich 
topsoil we applied is feeding the weeds. 
Even though great care had been taken in 
preparing the soil there were numerous 
weed seeds lying dormant ready to explode 
into life. The result was mayhem and 
we have had to resort to getting a giant 
mountain of bark by the lorry load. We 
are gradually working round the garden 
but the hard work of having to clear the 
ground again has made this a slow process.

We have suffered from some rampant 
pests in the garden this year. For the first 
time my old viburnum was attacked by 

viburnum beetle. I first thought it was 
suffering like many of my plants by lack of 
water but, on closer inspection, hundreds 
of small larvae literally tried to eat it alive. 
I had never seen anything like it and, 
having planted some new viburnums, I was 
extremely worried. I had a chat to various 
people and firstly resorted to spraying 
(not something I like doing) but then soon 
realised more drastic action was needed if 
the plant was going to survive. Eventually 
we pruned it extremely hard (probably not 
a good time to do it but drastic action was 
needed). I am pleased to say I have seen 
some leaves coming back. We will probably 
have to wait until next year to see if the 
larvae return as I believe they overwinter in 
the soil and then climb up the plant. 

Our kitchen garden is also coming to life 
with various herbs and vegetables, giving 
the children great fun picking and eating 
an assortment straight from the garden. It 
seems a great way to encourage them to 
eat their vegetables, as they enjoy them 
more when they have harvested them! 
Another victim of the lack of water early on 
was our chervil, so we have two gaps in our 
herb bed temporarily being filled by some 
cornflowers. Our squash and pumpkins 
seem to be on a ‘go slow’ at the moment so 
I am unsure what is going to happen there. 
For the first time I bought (at the fete) a 
melon plant although I’m not clear what 
success I’ll have. The beans, peas, courgettes 
and greenhouse vegetables are generally 
doing well. I love the wonderful colours 

from the summer planting but I’ve already 
noticed a few plants which need moving 
around in the autumn. 

Thank you to everyone who donated 
plants or helped at the St Leonards Fete, 
where the weather was kind: unlike a week 
later when we had to cancel our open 
garden at Cherry Tree Farm, Wigginton. 
This was disappointing but better than 
everyone getting wet and the possible 
damage to the garden just a few days 
before a family wedding! Our members, 
however, did have a very enjoyable 
evening looking around Sally and Michael 
Reynolds garden where the rain held off 
and a donation of £213 was raised for 
Tiggywinkles Wildlife Hospital. Thank you 
to both the Newtons and Reynolds as a 
lot of work had gone into opening both 
gardens. 

We also enjoyed looking around Liz and 
Charles Firth’s lovely garden as an extra 
members evening in July and a collection 
was made for The Hospice of St Francis.

Dates for your diary
Saturday 3 September – Annual Show at  
St Leonards Village Hall - There is still 
plenty of time to get your exhibits ready for 
our annual show.
Friday 18 November - AGM, Quiz and 
cottage pie supper at Cholesbury Village 
Hall.

John and Diana Garner have generously 
opened their woodland garden ‘Montana’ 
again for the National Garden Scheme 
and there are still opportunities to see the 
garden by appointment this year during 
August. Full details can be found on  
www.ngs.org.uk.

If you want to attend any of our events, 
would like to join The Horticultural Society 
or visit ‘Montana’, either individually or in 
groups, then please contact Di Garner on 
758347 or montana@cholesbury.net 

Happy Gardening – Barbara Baddon
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HAWRIDGE AND 
CHOLESBURY 
COMMONS 
PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY
Get Out There! Project

You may remember that in the June/
July edition of Hilltop News we 
wrote about the ‘Get Out There!’ 

project, launched by Hammersmith 
Community Gardens Association (HCGA), 
which is an environmental charity that 
provides opportunities for people across 
the Hammersmith and Fulham borough to 
experience working at a wide variety of 
locations, ranging from community gardens 
to city farms.

The ‘Get Out There!’ initiative provides 
experience of larger, more varied sites, 
including wetlands, woodlands and 
meadows. Courses are run for people 
who want to find a new direction in life, 
providing new skills in basic environmental 
management. There is also the opportunity 
for people who live in busy urban areas to 
get out into the countryside to enjoy being 
in the open air, and finding out about 
wildlife. The project is funded for three 
years by Natural England through ‘Access 
to Nature’, as part of the Big Lottery Fund’s 

‘Changing Spaces’ programme. It seems to 
be a very worthwhile and well-run project 
and the Society is very pleased to be able 
to offer a rather different kind of site for 
the trainees. At the same time, we are able 
to benefit from some small-scale work that 
can be done using hand tools.

Anna Guzzo, who runs the project, 
brought a group of six trainees to Hawridge 
Common on the 23 June. Despite the odd 
heavy shower, the day went well. The 
group started work on an area beside 
Horseblock Lane, where several birch and 
oak saplings had appeared. It is relatively 
easy to pull and dig these out while they 
are young, and it is an important part of 
Commons management if we are to keep 
the encroaching woodland at bay. Nearby 
was a ring of old gorse bushes that required 
regeneration. As the plants age, they can 
become very leggy and collapse into a 
sprawling mass of twisted stems. By cutting 
these back to ground level, fresh and 
healthy re-growth should occur, promoting 
a good bushy habit. This provides good 
shelter for birds and nectar for insects.

At the beginning of the day, Isobel 
Clarke gave the group an introductory 
talk about the Commons, and Mark Hobbs 
made sure that they had everything 
they needed. On the next day, a group 
of ten returned with Anna, to continue 
with the work. Lindsay Griffin provided 

refreshments, including her legendary fruit 
cakes. Anna was very pleased with how 
the days went and is keen to return to the 
Commons with another group. 

Summer Party
After several days of unsettled weather, the 
showers passed off just as the party started 
on Saturday 9 July, and we were able to 
enjoy ourselves outdoors as well as inside 
the marquees. 

Since a great deal of preparation 
is required for the event, we are very 
appreciative of all the help that we have 
been given to make the evening go so well. 
We are again very grateful to Annie and 
Peter Alberto for the use of their marquees 
and for providing their staff to cook, carve 
and serve the meat; providing crockery and 
cutlery; and for doing our washing up. This 
was all very much appreciated, especially by 
those of us who remember long washing 
up sessions after parties in the past – a 
tremendous bonus, not to have to worry 
about it! 

Once again, we would also like to thank 
Chiltern Motors for providing the meat and 
sausages for the children; En Route, who 
lent us an exotic tent for the band; David 
and Pauline Hawkes for copious amounts of 
cream; Ellie Redding for her lovely flower 
arrangements; Paul Nicholson and his 
Arcadia Trio, whose wonderful jazz playing 
helps the evening go with a swing. We 

would also like to thank Mikey, the young 
guitar player who entertained us whilst 
the band had a break and Carrie, a young 
Royal College of Music student, who sang 
some numbers with the band. The evening 
was again compèred very suavely and 
professionally by Francis Sanger.

This year, Mike Chard and his troop of 
young helpers kept the children busily 
entertained in the field behind the 
marquees, so much so that we hardly knew 
there were so many children there! They 
only seemed to appear for food! Another 
very successful attraction was Steve Dean, 
the magician, who roved among the guests 
displaying all manner of mind-blowing 
tricks which baffled those of us who were 
watching.

The Golden Draw was won by R. Evans, 
who lives down the Vale, entitling him or 
her to two tickets to the filming of a session 
of Top Gear. Many others won an array of 
raffle prizes, kindly donated by members of 
the society. 

We must also thank all who provided 
mouth-watering quiches and salads and a 
number of sensational desserts. Thanks too 
to all who helped fetch and carry, decorate 
the marquees and plan the whole event. 
The evening was a great success and a real 
tribute to the many who worked so hard. 
Thank you all!   

Paul Hembury (Chairman HCCPS)
Isobel introduces the group to our commons
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David Dennis is well known to members 

of the HCCPS for the many presentations 

he has given about our local butterflies; 

and the enjoyable walks he has led on the 

commons. We are delighted that David 

has written the following for Hilltop News 

about his hobby and work for Butterfly 

Conservation…

By now I’ve got used to getting funny 
looks when I’m on the Commons and 
elsewhere with my camera, lying in 

the grass trying to get the right angle to 
photograph a particularly tricky butterfly. 
There’s no point being embarrassed about 
it, and at my age, I don’t care as much as I 
used to about what people think.

My hobby with butterflies started 
properly in my 40s. I had run after Red 
Admirals with a net as a child, but it was 
only when I started living with Lesley and 
finding that she had a nice Minolta SLR 
camera, that things got serious. I remember 
practising with the telephoto lens and 
pointing the camera at our buddleia bush. 
I found that I could almost fill the frame 
with a gorgeous Painted Lady butterfly, and 
I clicked the shutter.

Once I realised what lovely images 
could be obtained with just a little 
skill, I quickly decided that I wanted to 
photograph all the British species – just 
under 60 in total. However, you can’t 
do all that from your garden. Individual 
species have very different habitats, and 
require different techniques. Lesley and 
her dad, Michael, still chuckle about the 

time I emerged dripping wet from a Welsh 
bog, having failed to photograph one of 
the most irritating butterflies I know – the 
Large Heath. Famously sensitive to any 
movement, it literally had me crawling, 
commando-style, through the bog for 
several hours, never allowing me closer 
than two metres. Lesley enjoyed pointing 
out later that they had seen several flying 
around the car park!

In contrast, most butterfly photography 
gets you out in warm sunny weather to 
beautiful parts of the UK: from the Isle of 
Wight (Glanville Fritillary) to the Highlands 
of Scotland (Chequered Skipper), and 
from the Norfolk Broads (Swallowtail) to 
Morecambe Bay (Scotch Argus and High 
Brown Fritillary).

There is much to learn about the 
behaviour and life-cycles of the various 
species, which is why I joined Butterfly 
Conservation (BC), the national charity 
which works to protect butterflies, moths 
and the environment. This gave me access 
to information about where to go to see 
our rarer butterflies, plus invitations to field 
trips in the summer and talks in winter. 
Our local branch (Berks, Bucks and Oxon) 
organises many trips each summer, some 
near home, others more distant, offering a 
few days’ break in good company. 

Soon I became interested in the 
conservation work being carried out 
throughout the UK by BC, and after 
meeting their Chief Executive, Dr Martin 
Warren, I started to act as a volunteer, 
firstly recording local butterfly numbers for 
scientific analysis, and later using my career 
experience in personnel management as a 

Getting down and dirty 
with the butterflies

volunteer consultant to the Dorset-based 
Head Office team. This in turn led to my 
joining the governing council of trustees 
and to my current position as its Vice-chair.

BC has a paid staff of around 50: half 
of them scientists who are discovering 
important information concerning the 
reasons for the declines in butterfly 
numbers since the 1950s and are doing 
something positive about it! Projects to 
arrest and reverse the downward trends 
are funded by a variety of agencies and are 
achieving considerable success. 

In the last couple of decades it has 
become clear that it is the fragmentation 
of our countryside, by roads, railways, 
farmland and housing, that poses the 
greatest threat to much of our wildlife, 
and to butterflies in particular - there are 
an awful lot of us on this crowded island. 
So remedies have to be planned on a 
landscape scale, with ‘corridors’ designed 
to join up the remaining sites where rare 
butterflies live. Without this approach, it is 
only a matter of time before each isolated 
colony goes extinct. Even this is an over-
simplification, as the requirements for each 
species are so varied.

However, it is true to say that we now 
understand the science involved pretty 
well, and are limited mainly by the funds 
available and the will of local and national 
governments to support the environment.

One way you can improve the situation 
is to join BC! I make no apology for this 
‘plug’. There is currently an offer to join for 
the first year at half price - only £14 for an 
individual, £16 for a couple and £19 for the 
whole family – so please consider this, not 
just for the sake of our butterflies, but also 
to give yourselves some wonderful days 
out!

We now know that butterflies are, in a 
sense, the ‘canaries in the coal mine’. Being 
very sensitive to environmental changes, 
declines in butterfly numbers alert us to 
future problems with the general health of 
the countryside, and the reverse is also true. 
If we can get it right for butterflies then 
we will be improving the environment for 
other wildlife, and for ourselves.

However, I can only spend so long 
contemplating these serious issues. After 
a while I look out of my window, see the 
sun shining and need to be out there. 
Our Commons have almost 30 species of 
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butterfly, including the elusive Purple 
Hairstreak and the spectacular Silver-
washed Fritillary. Even the Purple Emperor, 
that most sought-after of butterflies, pays 
us an occasional visit. If you go a little 
further afield, to Aston Clinton Ragpits, 
College Lake or Dancers End, other rare 
species can be seen. 

But rarity isn’t everything. I still get 
enormous pleasure looking at even the 
commonest of butterflies, perhaps a 
Peacock or my personal favourite, the 
bright and exuberant Orange Tip, that has 
enjoyed such a splendid Spring. My camera 
will always be with me when I’m out and 
about, and it won’t be long before I’m 
upside down again in a bramble patch, 
having the time of my life!

David Dennis

If you would like to take up David’s offer 
and join Butterfly Conservation at half the 
usual cost, please contact him direct on 
01494 758379 or e-mail ld@talktalk.net

Note: Jim Hetherington will be back with 
his regular Wildlife feature next time.
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SURANGA IN  
TOP FORM
Hawridge & Cholesbury’s Saturday team 

occupies a respectable mid-table position 

in the Morrant Chilterns League First 

Division as we go 

to press. This is 

due in no small 

part to the form of 

Suranga Daluwatta, 

the club’s regular 

summer visitor 

from Sri Lanka.

The Sri Lankan connection came about 
in 2003, when the Bucks Cricket Board 
invited clubs in this area to welcome 

a group of young players who were over 
here for a summer course. Suranga was 
one of these young men and he liked the 
friendliness and hospitality shown to him 
by H&C so much that he returns each year 
– now with his wife Naomi. He has added 
zest and exuberance to the team and also 
helps coach the large colts contingent at 
the club.

Invariably one of the club’s top 
performers with bat and ball, Suranga is 
currently enjoying one of his best seasons. 
Against Chalfont St Giles he scored 120 not 
out, then followed up with 5 wickets for 

just 20 runs as H&C won the match by 136 
runs. The following week he weighed in 
with 74 against Great Kingshill. 

H&CCC hopes Suranga continues his 
great form as the team consolidates in the 
Chilterns League.

LOCAL HISTORY 
GROUP 
An early mention that the first of the new 

season of Local History Group talks kicks 

off on Friday 7 October at 8 for 8:15pm at 

Cholesbury Village Hall.

Perhaps every 
generation has 
taken for granted 

the tools that save 
them time or take 
the drudgery away of 
everyday or unpleasant 
tasks in or around the home. ‘Bygone 
Implements of Home and Farm’ is the title 
of the talk to be given by Sarah Oliver, 
whom we welcome along to give us an 
insight into the gadgets our predecessors 
could not have done without. We look 
forward to a full house once again to get 
our new season of talks off to great start. 

You don’t have to be a history buff 
to enjoy the talks, so if you are new to 

the area or have just not got around to 
coming along before now, why not come 
along to a meeting - just £3 on the night. 
Membership is great value at £8 for adults 
and free for those 16 years and under. 
Eight evening meetings - normally on the 
first Friday of the Month, plus a newsletter, 
other member events and facilities - 
guarantee to offer something of interest 
for everyone.

Look out for the yellow roadside notices 
and posters on notice boards to remind you 
a meeting is imminent! 

For further information please contact 
Chris Brown on 758890 or email us on 
localhistorygroup@cholesbury.com
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Since the future of three of the five pubs 

that are followed by Hilltop News was 

under a cloud as this was written in early 

July, this report may have been overtaken 

by events when you come to read it. This 

is a reflection of the hard times facing the 

pub industry that have been reported in 

previous issues. 

The Bull is looking increasingly derelict 
and even more of an eyesore as the 
jungle gradually takes over, and the 

pub sign and some furniture have been 
removed.  Fortitude Investments say that 
this is to avoid confusion as the sign said 
it was a Pubmaster property, which is no 
longer the case, and the furniture does not 
suit future plans for furnishing and fitting 
out. The owners have solicited suggestions 
from local residents for acceptable uses for 
the 13 acres adjoining the pub’s garden. 
Some of it is now being let out for horses. 
Fears held by locals that The Bull will be 
sold have been rebutted by Fortitude 
Investments.

On 17 May Fortitude Investments 
submitted a new business plan, revised 
structural plans and amended parking 
provisions to Chiltern District Council 
Planning, and they were validated 
on 7 July. Unlike previous attempts at 
obtaining planning permission, Fortitude 
has consulted closely with the planning 
authority over an eight-week period to 
address open and potential issues. As 
a result, Planning Application Number 

CH/2011/0770/FA is available for all to see 
on the CDC website.

The plan is much along the lines 
described in the April/May issue of Hilltop 
News. The most obvious hitch is the 
provision of just 29 parking spaces versus 41 
suggested by an earlier planning inspector. 
If three are reserved for disabled people 
and at least four for staff and management, 
22 at best are left for up to 60 diners and 
whatever number of passing bar customers 
are present.

Our two Punch Taverns properties are 
under threat. New management at Punch 
have a strategy of selling off the bulk of 
their estate in an effort to retire a massive 
legacy debt. This has created wrenching 
uncertainty for their tenants as Punch 
position themselves to be able to sell 
properties when a willing buyer presents 
without being hindered by potentially 
blocking lease commitments.

The planned transfer of the lease 
for The White Lion from Vale Inns to 
Sasha Dwight and his partners did not 
happen due to delaying tactics on the 
part of Punch Taverns. Punch are actively 
marketing the property through Everard 
Cole in Cambridge who are asking for OIEO 
£395,000. This is considered a premium 
value given the limited scale of business 
potential and expected costs for renewing 
the fabric of the building.

As a result of Punch’s manoeuvrings, 
The White Lion has been limping along 
much as it has since Vale Inns came on the 
scene in late 2009. Sasha is in a bind as 

funding under present lease arrangements 
is inadequate to develop a balanced mix 
of drinks and food trade. As a result of 
a fast turnover in kitchen staff, there 
are continual interruptions of the food 
offerings and service. It has been a rhythm 
of one step forward and two steps back.

On the bright side, The Full Moon has 
been thriving since the spring thaw at the 
end of a snowy winter. There has been 
good passing trade from walkers, etc. and 
strong participation in special events in the 
marquee and tent.

Last year’s highly successful Murder 
Mystery event will be repeated in the 
marquee on 17 September, featuring 
‘Murder Within Tent’ that will be put on 
by local talent.  Your participation may be 
secured with tickets purchased in advance.

To mark Annie and Peter’s 10th 
anniversary at The Full Moon, a German 
Beer Fest will be held on 24 September. 
An Oompah-pah band has already been 
booked for the occasion. It is hoped that 
beer, authentically brewed in Germany, will 
be the key attraction – apart from serving 
frauleins dressed in traditional Bavarian 
costumes.

Continuing on the bright side, The Rose 
and Crown has also been thriving with 
a strong boost from the long and sunny 
spring weather. Their dining facility has 
become a much-favoured venue for larger 
parties in various modes of celebration. By 
having the Comedy Lounge evenings on 
an occasional basis rather than monthly, 
the attendances have recovered for what 
has proven to be a very popular outing. 
Looking ahead to autumn, Kerry and Marc 
will put on their regular Halloween and 
Bonfire Night extravagances.

Bill Ingram

Summer news of  
Hilltop pubs

Cholesbury 
watercolour 
workshop
Cholesbury Watercolour Workshop 
will be holding its Annual Exhibition at 
Cholesbury Village Hall on 3 September 
from 10am to 6pm. Admission free.  
Percentage of sales and donations to go 
to Iain Rennie Hospice at Home.

The workshop meets at Cholesbury 
Village Hall on Thursdays from 7.15pm to 
9.15pm. Artwork may be in any medium. 
New members are most welcome of any 
ability (or none).

Please contact Ron Evens on 758446,  
or any other member.

Ruby’s Charity Ball
By all accounts, Ruby’s Mid Summer Ball 
at Rays Hill in June was another brilliant 
evening, with the event raising money 
for the Paediatric Neuro Intervention 
Fund. The amount raised is currently 
£18,000 and the total will be confirmed 
on the website: www.rubyssummerball.
co.uk along with comments from those 
‘senors and senoritas’ who went to the 
Fiesta-themed evening.
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Those of you who went to our village 

pantomime earlier this year will remember 

Louisa Haggerty for her wonderful singing 

and performance as Cinderella. Unlike most 

of the cast that evening, Louisa’s singing is 

more than just a hobby…

When Louisa was just seven years 
old, in 2002, she performed in 
the West End as Young Eponine 

in ‘Les Miserables’. She heard about the 
audition for the part through the Sylvia 
Young Theatre School which she attended. 
The auditions were held over several 
rounds, with more and more hopefuls 
eliminated in each round – until only Louisa 
was left! 

Louisa says her best memory of ‘Les Mis’ 
was probably when the whole cast sang 
Happy Birthday to her and she took a huge 
cake round to all the dressing rooms. Also, 
her chaperone used to take her out for 
lunch and sometimes she would meet up 
with other chaperones and performers. 
She particularly remembers once meeting 

up with all the children from ‘Chitty Chitty 
Bang Bang’.

Louisa joined the Capital Arts Children’s 
Choir when she was 9 and, through 
the Choir, had many opportunities to 
perform both chorus and solo. The Choir 
is based in Potters Bar and Louisa used to 
rehearse every Saturday. With Capital Arts 
she performed at the Royal Albert Hall, 
Birmingham Symphony Hall, Barbican and 
the 02 arena. Louisa also went on tour 
to Paris last summer, where she was able 
to perform solos at Disneyland Paris and 
Chartres Cathedral. 

Louisa’s favourite performance? “This”, 
she says, “was probably playing ‘Older 
Cosette’ in Les Miserables in St Albans. 
I really enjoyed this because in Les Mis 
everything is sung and there are some 
lovely duets and solos. Also, because Les Mis 
was my first ever performance, it was great 
to ‘revisit’ it again when I was older”.  

“My most important performance 
was singing the solo part of ‘Tilly’ in the 
World Premiere of Howard Blake’s ‘The 
Bear’ (celebrating the 21st anniversary of 
‘The Snowman’). It was the first big solo 
performance I had done and performing at 

Louisa’s songs of joy

Still singing …

West End debut in ‘Les Mis’, age 7

As ‘Tilly’ in ‘The Bear’

The Von Trapp family: ‘Brigitta’ is second from right

the Barbican and Birmingham Symphony 
Halls was incredible”. 

Louisa also performed at Chequers, in 
2003, with the Capital Arts Children’s Choir 
in a charity concert for Cherie Blair in aid of 
Dr. Barnardo’s.

The following year, still only ten, Louisa 
appeared at the Royal Albert Hall in ‘La 
Boheme’ and, later that year, in ‘The Sound 
of Music’ (part of Brigitta) with the Green 
Production Company. In 2005 Louisa added 
‘Carmen’ and ‘Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolour Dreamcoat’ to her list of 
notable stage plays. In the latter Louisa was 
part of the children’s chorus in the West 
End production where she was thrilled 
to meet pop stars Steven Gately from 
Boyzone, Darren Day and ‘H’ from Steps, 
who all played Joseph. 

Louisa attends the lower sixth form at 
the Haberdashers Aske’s Girls’ School and in 
March this year performed solo ‘Keep the 
Home Fires Burning’ at the Barbican with 
the HA Boys’ School.

Locally, Louisa won solo classes for ages 
16 and under at the Chesham Music Festival 
in February this year. She did the same at 
the Watford Music Festival the following 
month. Louisa also recently won the 
regional and district rounds of the National 
Rotary Club Young Musician of the Year 
and has proceeded to the finals. Louisa 

passed her Grade 8 singing exam (the final 
Grade) with distinction last December.

Louisa admits to having “quite a busy 
schedule”, but says singing always comes 
first. As well as singing she plays the 
piano and guitar and has LAMDA (drama) 
lessons- recently taking her Grade 7 (silver 
medal) and awaiting the results. She also 
likes horse-riding, competing for Dacorum 
and Tring Athletics Club and enjoys skiing, 
water-skiing and sailing in the holidays. 

Louisa still has singing lessons every 
Saturday and sings with the choir at school. 
She is hoping to study as an undergraduate 
at one of the Music Colleges in London 
after her A Levels. Louisa’s main interest 

is in opera 
and classical 
singing and 
ultimately 
she hopes 
to pursue 
opera as a 
career. Louisa 
has made a 
formidable 
start - we 
wish her 
continuing 
success…
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by the Reverend 

David Burgess

In my first couple 
of years here 
I was involved 

with others in a 
situation where 
a mistake had 
been made. These 
days it would be called a “systemic” or 
“corporate” failure: it was quite a blunder 
and had inconvenienced a number of 
people, but it had actually harmed no-
one. I suggested that a simple public 
acknowledgement of the mistake and an 
apology for it would go some way towards 
alleviating any damage it might have 
caused. “Oh, no,” I was told. “That would 
be a sign of weakness.”

Nearly thirty years ago, we were living 
in the Portsmouth area when the wreck of 
the ‘Mary Rose’, King Henry VIII’s flagship, 
was raised and saw the light of day for the 
first time in centuries. In fact, the Mary 
Rose was a total failure – poorly designed, 
overloaded, and with the floating and 
steering qualities of a brick. It sank on its 
maiden voyage. Nevertheless, the ship 
has now been made into a museum. It is a 
museum to failure – and there’s nothing 
wrong with that.

If you live long and attempt much, you 
will run up against failure. People fail every 
day. They suffer from failed relationships, 
failed marriages, failure at work and failure 
in health. Most of us can identify with 
failure, and we know from experience that 
it’s hard to cope with in a world like ours. 
We see it as the one aspect of life from 
which there is no reprieve and no reversal.

Even Jesus was familiar with it – not 
failure in his overall mission, but frequent 

failures to convince others of the truth 
of his teaching, or of the validity of the 
miracles and healings he performed. He 
knew frustration and distress as much as we 
do. His own family tried to claim that he 
was mad and prevent him from preaching. 
He met with rejection in his home town. 
He met with hostility and hatred from the 
teachers of his own faith. 

On a positive note, failure can lead 
to better things: when one door closes, 
another opens. Failure can be creative: our 
desire, perhaps born out of desperation to 
cope with failing, can lead us to try all sorts 
of unconventional routes, one of which 
might just succeed. And, from a Christian 
point of view, failure can be failure for God. 
What could be more humiliating in Jesus’ 
time than the thought of dying on a cross? 
But look what it accomplished.

If these positive things are true, why 
do we sometimes come down so hard on 
those who we perceive to be failing? In a 
community such as ours, where so many of 
us have so much and demand perfection in 
our lives, we seem at times almost to have 
built a culture where mistakes equate to 
failure – hence my experience described at 
the top of this article. 

If you’re ever tempted towards that 
mind-set, think about who’s gone before 
you; those with huge accomplishments who 
have known error, despair and failure in 
their lives – and remember that, whatever 
we may think of others and their mistakes, 
God loves them, as he loves us, beyond 
measure – and that’s the best cure for our 
failures that there can possibly be.

Living with failure
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The Revd.  David Burgess            01494 837315 
The Vicarage, The Lee, Great Missenden, Bucks, HP23 9LZ 
d.burgess@clara.net 

 

The Revd.  John Hull      01296 624487 
 

Parish Secretary 
Jane Reynolds       01494 784046 

 

The Lee 
Janet Whittow       01296 624568 
Janet.whittow@googlemail.com 
Judy Hart       01494 837328 
Judy.hart@virgin.net 

 

St Leonards 
Anne Butterworth      01494 758700 
anne@oldbrunsfarm.co.uk 
Ann Horn       01494 758250 
Annhorn43@aol.com 
 

Hawridge 
Joan Walton       01494 758332 
Elizabeth Tomlin      01494 758214 
 

 Cholesbury 
John Farmer       01494 758715 
Jandb.farmer@btopenworld.com 
 

CHURCH SERVICES  -  August to September 2011 
DATE DAY St John the Baptist 

THE LEE 
St Leonard’s 

ST LEONARDS 
St Laurence 

CHOLESBURY 
St Mary’s 

HAWRIDGE NOTES 

7 Aug Trinity 7 
8.00 am  

 

 10.00 
am 

Holy Communion 
 

Matins 
10.00 am Shared Service 

at The Lee 6.00 pm Shared Service 
At Hawridge 6.00 pm Evensong 

 
 

Mid-week 
Holy Communion 

10.00am at The Lee 
on First Wednesday 
 
Holy Communion, 

Matins & Evensong 
Book of 

 Common Prayer 
 

Parish/Family 
Communion & 

Morning Services 
Common Worship 

 
 

14 Aug Trinity 8 11.00 
am 

Shared Service 
at St Leonards 11.00 am Parish 

Communion 10.45 am Matins 10.45 am Shared Service 
at Cholesbury 

21 Aug Trinity 9 10.00 
am All Age Worship 9.30 am Shared Service 

at Cholesbury 9.30 am Parish 
Communion 9.30 am Shared at 

Cholesbury 

28 Aug Trinity 10 10.00 
am Parish Communion 9.00 am Shared Service 

at Cholesbury 9.00 am Quiet Service 10.00 am Sundays Together 

4 Sept Trinity 11 

8.00 am 
 

10.00 
am 

 

4.00 pm 

Holy Communion 
 

Matins 
 

Family Service 
& Tea 

11.00 am 

Parish 
Communion 
With Sunday 

School 

9.30 am Holy 
Communion 6.00 pm Evensong 

11 Sept Trinity 12 10.00 
am 

Parish Communion 
with Sunday School 6.00 pm Harvest Service 10.45 am Matins 9.30 am Holy Communion 

18 Sept Trinity 13 10.00 
am 

All Age Worship 
At Parish Hall (tbc) 10.45 am Shared Service 

at Hawridge 10.45 am Shared Service 
At Hawridge 10.45 am Parish Communion 

25 Sept Trinity 14 10.00 
am Parish Communion 9.00 am Breakfast 

Service 10.45 am Shared Service 
At Hawridge 10.45 am Harvest Service 
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west end of the church and it is hoped that 
we can look at this from within the church 
at a later date.  

Services in August – Please do look at 
the rota to see what we’re doing! David 
and other Clergy, as well as parishioners, 
take holidays in August so we are 
combining a number of services.   

Due to Ivor’s retirement, we are now 
sharing certain services on a regular basis 
and, until further notice, St Leonards, 
Cholesbury and Hawridge will have a 
service at each church in turn on the third 
Sunday of the month. Please check the rota 
for details.

Breakfast Service – With no service in 
August we start again in September. Do 
come and join us! It’s always short, fun, 
interesting and a little different each time. 
Who knows, it may just give you something 
to think about! We would really love to see 
you. 

Sunday School – Again no service in 
August but all children between the ages of 
three and about seven are most welcome to 
join our Sunday School again in September 
– always on the first Sunday of the month.   
Do come and see what we do…it’s an 
important and wonderful foundation to 
life and has touched many children in the 
villages over the years.

Tea-Parties – No, we don’t stop in August 
and we welcome everyone and anyone who 

HAWRIDGE
Patronal Festival – 
Everyone who came 
greatly enjoyed the 
Patronal Concert with 
Iain Ledingham and his 
soloists from The Royal 
Acadamy of Music, who 
performed wonderfully. Kenneth Brown 
gave the introduction to each half of the 
programme and Elizabeth Tomlin read 
some very amusing poems. It was a very 
happy evening.

Great thought and effort was put into 
the floral displays in the church and many 
special occasions were depicted from 
Cricket to Christmas!  The school children 
had done very descriptive banners for the 
Royal Wedding which were fascinating and 
filled the church with their colour.

It would seem that 2nd and 3rd July 
were not such good dates this year as there 
were so many other events taking place 
including Wimbledon finals, so we are 
thinking of changing the date next year to 
attract more visitors.

Shared Services – On 14 and 21 August 
our shared services are at Cholesbury. Please 
check the rota for times.

On 18 and 25 September our shared 
services are at Hawridge. After some 
discussion it has been agreed that each 
church will hold its shared service at its own 
normal time – so Hawridge will always be 
10.45am.

Harvest Festival – Our shared Harvest 
Festival with Cholesbury is on 25 September 
at Hawridge at 10.45 followed by the 
Harvest Supper in the evening at the School 
at 5.30 for 6pm. This will be followed by 
The Auction of Produce and the proceeds 
will be given to charity. Tickets from Joan 
or Elizabeth: adults £5.00, under 14’s £2.50 
and under 5’s free!

Hawridge & Cholesbury Churches’ 
August Bank Holiday Monday Fete – The 
Fete is rapidly approaching and plans are 
well under way. Your support is needed 
in lots of ways! You can donate items for 
the stalls; help on the day either on a stall 
or setting up in the morning or with the 
clearing up at the end of the day: or just 
come along in the afternoon to support the 
Fete.

Please contact John Farmer 758715, Joan 
Walton 758332 or Elizabeth Tomlin 758214 
if you would like more details or can offer 
help.

CHOLESBURY
Holy Baptism

15 May 2011 Eve Charlotte Hodgins-Dyer

ST LEONARDS
Holy Baptism

3 July 2011 Emilia Jane Haycock

Render-less church 

ST LEONARDS
Baptism – We were delighted 
to receive Emilia 
Haycock into the 
church on Sunday 
3 July. Sarah and 
Adam together with 
her older sister, Olivia, brought Emilia to 
church and she looked really beautiful in 
a wonderfully traditional christening robe. 
It was lovely to have family and friends 
present to support her godparents as they 
took her vows for her. Welcome Emilia!

Work on the walls is going well and 
having removed all the old damaged 
render, the new lime render is gradually 
being applied. There is a certain amount of 
re-building to do, which was expected, and 
photographs are being taken on a regular 
basis for our archives. The possibility of 
vaults under the church was raised by 
the architect but on inspection through 
the numerous air vents by a camera with 
computer attached, nothing of interest was 
found other than supporting walls. We do 
know however that there is a vault at the 

Emilia Haycock baptism 
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might enjoy tea and a friendly chat at 3pm 
on Wednesday 24 August and Wednesday 
28 September in St Leonards Church Room. 
If you would like to be collected and 
returned home, please contact Anne Lake 
01296 620169 or Anne Butterworth 758700.

CHOLESBURY
We are delighted 
that David is back 
with us and can 
continue his ministry 
in Cholesbury. 

Charlotte and 
Philip brought their baby daughter Eve for 
baptism on 15 May and Eve in turn brought 
a full church of witnesses and supporters. 
They joined the local congregation who 
also welcomed her into the Church. Eve was 
born prematurely, causing great anxiety 
but attracting extra love and warmth from 
friends and family as a result. A relative 
sang the 23rd Psalm as a beautiful solo and 
a friend read the lesson from John 14 that 
includes Jesus’ assurance that he is ‘The 
Way, the Truth and the Life’. The candle, 
which was lit during the service, was given 
to Eve’s parents to be lit on the anniversary 
of her baptism.

Charlotte held a reception in the 
Village Hall as many friends had travelled 

a long way, and a general invitation was 
made to all the congregation as well. On 
display were photos of a tiny Eve when 
newly born. Eve is probably a ‘first’ for 
Cholesbury as her surname, Hodgins-Dyer, is 
a combination of each parent’s name.

We held the Blessing of Pets service 
outside the church on Sunday 26 June when 
temperatures reached 29°C. Penny Tomson 
had decorated the church beautifully and 
some of her floral displays were taken 
outside to be enjoyed in full sun during the 
service. The Bible reading described the 
wonderful variety of animals in our world 
and David reminded us of the need for 
people to reach out to animals as our pets. 
We shared the service with a hen (safely in 
a bag), a pony (resting in the shade) and 
several well behaved dogs (secure on leads). 
It is a risky reporter who chooses which 
dog to feature but Linda’s twelve-week 
old Flat Coat Retriever puppy called Dollar 
exemplified an important part of the bond 
between human and dog. Linda is training 
Dollar for the life ahead he will share as 
part of a human family. 

The Churches’ Fete is at Cholesbury this 
year and, as ever, on the Summer Bank 
Holiday which is Monday 29 August. Please 
help us at this event by giving cakes, plants, 
books, toys, bric-a-brac etc for sale and, 
most of all, bringing yourselves on the day. 
The Ellesborough Band will play and we 
plan the usual games and attractions.

Eve Hodgins-Dyer baptism

I wonder if anyone is still around who 

attended St Leonards school in the late 

1930s to early 1940s? I came from a large 

family, three of us attended the school at 

that time. My father worked for a Mr W J 

Babb who farmed at Bruns Grange Farm 

near Swan Bottom and we lived in a tied 

farm cottage.

As far as I can remember the 
headmaster’s name was Mr 
Culverhouse (we used to call him 

“coal bucket”). I believe he had two 
children who went to the school - Patsy 
and Michael. I was the milk monitor at 
one time. Some of the children didn’t like 
the milk so I used to drink several bottles, 
which contained a third of a pint and had a 
cardboard top. I also used to ring the hand 
bell to summon the children into class when 
the break time was up.

I can also remember a young lady 
teacher there at one time, Miss Joan 
Hallett, who had an autocycle. One day 
my younger brother took it for a spin and 
unfortunately crashed it!

Another lady teacher used to drop me 
off on her way home to Heath and Reach. 
Some other names I recall from my time at 
school: Baldwin, from Buckland Common; 
Mervyn Grimsdell, who I believe had a sister 
Daphne; and Doreen Pledge? 

Each year at school we had a visit from 
the dentist. She was, as I remember, a fairly 
hefty lady. When she did fillings there 

Memories from a former 
Hilltop schoolboy…

was no high-speed electric drill as used 
today. The drill was operated by a treadle 
mechanism very similar to the old Singer 
sewing machines. We used to sink lower 
and lower in the chair as she kept touching 
the nerve endings but she dragged us back 
up again by the collar. It was agony!

On Saturday evenings dad would take 
us all down to The Swan pub at Swan 
Bottom where we would sit outside with 
mum whilst dad went inside for a couple 
of halves or so. Mum would have a glass 
of milk stout while we kids would have a 
bottle of lemonade and, if we were lucky, 
a packet of Smith’s crisps with a little bit of 
salt from an enclosed piece of blue paper 
wrapping.

I also recall the Royal Engineers laying 
miles of cable along the tops of the hedges 
on the road side from Bruns Grange to 
St Leonards. The road man used to keep 
the verges trimmed back neatly along our 
school route. He kept his barrow and tools 
behind the hedge. Happy days!

A few weeks ago I decided to show my 
wife my old school, but alas it had gone 
and a fine house stood in its place. The 
conker tree which graced the playground 
had also gone. Ah well, time marches on 
but happy memories linger.

I hope this may be of interest to some 
readers of Hilltop News. I believe I was 
around 12 years old when I left St Leonards 
school (I now live in Northampton) and I am 
now 82. My, how time flies!

Peter Key
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Novi Most is working towards 

giving young people in Bosnia and 

Herzegovina a future more than they 

could ask or imagine. It is bringing about 

transformation in the lives of many in a 

country where youth unemployment is 

four times greater than the EU average and 

where many young people face a future 

without hope. Lest we forget, this is a 

generation who, according to the United 

Nations in 1995 were the most traumatised 

of any in the former Yugoslavia.

Novi Most is a unique organisation. 
Unique because, although Christian 
based and led by Revd. Gill Rowell 

(a curate in St Leonards for a number of 
years and now its Executive Director), it 
is essentially there to equip these young 
people to face their futures with hope 
and confidence, and empower them to be 
instruments of positive transformation in 
their communities. The success of Novi Most 
over the years bears witness to this gentle 
approach and, leading by example, it has 
drawn many of the young into the Christian 
faith. Indeed, it has become a truly 
powerful organisation established now in 
three places in Bosnia and Herzegovina: 
Mostar, Capljina and Jajce. 

These centres offer opportunities and 
fun for young people aged between 11 and 
21 in an environment where young people 
from any and every ethnic and religious 
background are welcome. Novi Most has 
three basic aims:
•   to develop characters and skills within 

young people 
•   to empower young people to become 

instruments of positive transformation 
•   to challenge young people to explore and 

develop a relationship with God

Novi Most International

The youth workers are a mixed team 
of international self-supporting workers 
and salaried local Christians, which helps 
the teams to integrate into the local 
communities where they work. Novi Most 
is now actively pursuing a strategy towards 
establishing a Bosnian and Herzegovinan-
led youth organisation. Since its formation 
in the early 1990s the work has steadily 
evolved and progressed to what it is today. 

Novi Most is supported by individuals 
and churches in the UK and around the 
world. It was registered as a UK charity in 
July 1994 when the leadership of Spring 
Harvest realised that the needs in the 
country were ongoing. Together with the 
EA, Tearfund and Youth for Christ, they 
appointed a UK Director (Gill’s predecessor) 
to gather support for workers - which has 
steadily grown to what it is today.  

St Leonards Church currently helps to 
support one of its leading youth workers, 
Indira Zovko. Indira, who is married with a 
young daughter, is the Mostar Team Leader 
and also Novi Most’s Legal Representative 
in Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH). She 
leads a 10-strong team of workers 
providing youth work in Mostar; runs 
the administrative office, which includes 
registering and reporting on their work 
to the BiH authorities; getting residency 
permits and visas for all foreign workers 
and essentially making sure they operate 
legally under BiH law. She also meets 
regularly with BiH church pastors to update 
them on their work; and she runs the work 
experience programme, which gives six 
young people 3 or 6 months experience in 
local business. This involves meeting with 
local businesses to explain the scheme and 
asking for their cooperation, selecting 
individuals and placing them in appropriate 
roles.  

We are joining with Novi Most in their 
‘Big Bosnia Bake’ – with coffee and a cake 
stall in the Church Room on Saturday 1st 
October from 10-12 noon. Do come: bring 
a cake, buy a cake, meet a friend and learn 
more about Novi Most!

If you felt you could contribute in any 
way to Indira’s salary, please do contact Gill 
Rowell at Novi Most International, Bushell 
House, 118-120 Broad Street, Chesham – 
Phone 01494 793242. It would be hugely 
appreciated and you would be contributing 
to the future of young people all over 
Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Anne Butterworth

Leading Novi Most youth worker Indira Zovko
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from seeing all those 
‘Westerns’ at the cinema, 
that the best way to 
deal with a snake 
bite is to make an 
incision with a knife 
and suck out the 
poison. Seriously, if 
you ever get bitten keep the 
limb stationary and send for help: 
nasty, but you should survive. Mind 
you, a bitten mouse or vole will only have 
about two minutes to live! The third snake 
is the smooth snake, which does not get 
any press: neither venomous nor common 
- being restricted to a few south coast 
counties from Dorset to Sussex.

A distant relative of our lizards is the 
fearsome Komodo dragon. Of our three 
‘dragons’, only two can be found in these 
parts: the common lizard and the slow 
worm. The third, the sand lizard, lives only 
in the same places as the smooth snake: 
which is a bit of a problem as the lizard is 
one of the snake’s favourite meals! Lizards 
are insectivores (contrarily referring to 
eating any invertebrates, not just insects), 
using their tongue to catch their live food. 
The slow worm, though limbless, is no 
more related to snakes than other lizards: 
it’s just parallel evolution at work allowing 
more rapid movement through dense 
undergrowth. Unlike snakes it has eye-lids 
and like other lizards can shed its tail if 
caught. Actually, it is not strictly true that 
there are only four reptiles in this area. 
To these we should add the odd family 
tortoise which occasionally makes a ‘run’ 
for it from local gardens. I know of one 
from Bellingdon which has headed our way 
in the past!

* * * *
When I was about eight, my father and 

I were returning home on the London 
Underground late one summer Sunday. 
We had been visiting some large ponds in 
Rickmansworth to stock up the brand new 

small pond in our garden. My father had 
procured a couple of large sweet jars, the 
kind with black screw-top lids that used 
to adorn the shelves of newsagents. One 
of the jars contained a variety of water 
beetles, water boatmen, dragonfly and 
caddis fly larvae (the latter secreted in 
their cases of sticks or minute snail shells), 
sticklebacks and minnows and probably 
a few of the more exotic beasties such as 
water scorpions.   

Inside the other jar were our two prize 
finds of the day. As the train trundled 
on towards London it became quite full 
of passengers and our jars ended up on 
the overhead luggage racks opposite. 
Our return trip coincided with revellers 
travelling to the Proms at the Albert Hall. 
Just before we were due to get off, my 
Father drew attention to the lady opposite, 
who was wearing a most colourful hat after 
the style of Carmen Miranda. However, 
my father was not so much interested 
in the fruit and exotic flowers as he was 
the intruder that was seen exploring the 
cherries and grapes. It was a dark olive 
green above with a black spotted orange 
underbelly. Unmistakably, it was a male 
great crested newt and future partner of 
the female that were our prized catches. 
These newts are part of the salamander 
family and were in ancient times thought 
to be the young of dragons. The screw lid, 
loosened to ensure there was an ample 
supply of oxygen, had come adrift and the 
brave amphibian had gone exploring. Our 
station was fast approaching and it looked 

Hedgerows are at their most bountiful at 

this time of year. Trees, shrubs and herb 

plants are flowering and fruiting and in 

turn providing a rich source of food for 

caterpillars, beetles and fellow insects. For 

the next three months there are more birds 

on the wing than at any other time of the 

year and those partial to invertebrates will 

be doing their best to hunt them down. 

Over time, those insects with marginally 

better camouflage outwit birds looking for 

insect prey. The result is that some very 

hard-to-spot insects have evolved.

I spent a fair amount of time as a 
youngster collecting and breeding 
moths - sad I know! Because of this 

evolution thing, finding mainly green 
moth caterpillars that feed on mainly 
green leaves or twig-like caterpillars that 
rest on twigs was particularly tricky. Then 
I came across a helping hand. There are 
small predatory insects called Ichneumon 
wasps. Ichneumon means ‘a tracker’ in 
Greek, and in medieval times an ichneumon 
was a mystical creature that hunted and 
destroyed dragons. 

Ichneumon wasps hunt down much 
smaller ‘dragons’ - caterpillars. They don’t 
eat them but lay an egg inside, which 
hatches and lives parasitically off the 
caterpillar. It does not kill it, or destroy 
any vital organs, so the host continues to 
eat and grow. Once the wasp larva is fully 
grown it burrows a hole in the body of the 
caterpillar, crawls out and pupates next to 
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Here be dragons or excuse me, madam, 
but there’s a newt in your fruit salad!

the caterpillar, which spins a web around 
the pupa to protect it. Eventually a new 
wasp emerges and flies off to continue the 
cycle. Now what I found was, if you follow 
the wasps along the hedgerow they will 
find the caterpillars for you!

* * * *
I had an e-mail in June about a grass 

snake that had been sighted in Cholesbury 
churchyard. It’s just the place to be if you 
are after mice and the like and, with a 
pond nearby, plenty of frogs and newts. It 
made me think that, though there must be 
hundreds of these reptiles around us for 
most of the year, it’s in summertime that 
we stand the best chance of seeing them. 
Not that they hang out in some kind of 
ecological closet for the rest of the time, it’s 
just that they appear more brazen between 
June and August when the ambient 
temperature is warm enough for them 
to move around in search of food. Earlier 
and later in the year they may struggle 
in the weaker sun to push their internal 
temperatures up to 27°C and they only 
move around sluggishly. So the few reptiles 
that we have in this country are more likely 
to be out basking on open ground like 
sandy banks, stones and baked earth paths.

In not-so-sunny Britain we have just six 
reptiles: three snakes and three lizards. 
Apart from the aforementioned grass 
snake, which tends to get the good 
press, there is the adder or viper which 
undeservedly gets all the bad press because 
it has evil looking zigzag markings down 
the back and is venomous. As a youngster 
I learned, erroneously as it turned out, 
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as though we were going to abandon the 
newt to an evening of  music. Fear not: as 
we got up my father grabbed our jars and I 
heard him exclaim “Excuse me, madam, but 
there is a newt in your fruit salad!” With 
this he leant over and extricated the beast 
from the hat and we alighted the train 
leaving one very bemused promenader. 
From those two great crested newts a 
whole dynasty spread out from our back 
garden to populate other local garden 
ponds.

‘Here be dragons’ was a warning illustrated 
on the corners of old maps indicating you 
were leaving the known world for lands 
where frightening monsters lurked!

Hope you have enjoyed reading this article. 
Comments and questions to chrisbrown@
rayshill.com Tel  758890
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Elizabeth 
Daughne 
Driver 
June 1929 – May 2011 

Elizabeth 
Daughne 
Cooper was 

born on 12 June 
1929 and grew 
up in Buxton, 
Derbyshire. Her 
father was a 
Manager for 
Westminster Bank. 
Daughne’s brother 
Tom was four 
years older and she loved to talk of those 
early happy days: one tale was of regularly 
skipping Church with Tom to go up on the 
moors - Daughne never lost her love of the 
outdoors!

When Daughne was 12, her father died 
and life changed drastically. Her mother 
needed employment and they moved to 
Somerton in Somerset, where her mother 
became a Lady’s Companion. By then 
Daughne’s brother was in the Royal Navy. 
Daughne found solace in the outdoors 
and her love of botany stemmed from that 
time. She attended Croham Hurst School, 
which opened many opportunities, not 
least learning to ride! Daughne excelled 
at her exams and her wish was to become 
a vet. Financially this was not possible, so 
she enrolled in Secretarial College to earn 
a living.  She took shorthand and typing in 
her stride but with little enthusiasm, as she 
felt it wasn’t her ‘thing’- but made the best 
of it!

Eventually Daughne moved to Watton 
at Stone, was employed in an Architect’s 

Office in Hertford and, to her surprise, 
found the variety of tasks and projects 
interesting. Joe Driver was a regular visitor 
to the Architect’s office and Daughne 
said she and Joe “just saw eye to eye” 
and that was it! They married in 1952 and 
began life with Joe’s mother and aunt in 
Joe’s family home. Joe had been in similar 
circumstances when his father died and had 
to begin work rather than go to University.  
They were happy and worked hard and Joe 
gained his qualifications through Evening 
Classes. They were delighted when their 
son Chris was born later that year and 
before Liz arrived in 1955, they had moved 
to a house, built by Joe, in Radlett and their 
second daughter Jane arrived in 1963.  

In 1965 they moved to Berkhamsted and 
Joe set up his own Construction Business. 
This was run for a while from their house 
and the business grew. Daughne took a 
keen interest and, between them, the 
Drivers were able to share their improving 
circumstances by extending any help 
needed to their employees and families.

Daughne took her role at home 
seriously: she surely was the ‘great woman 
behind the great man’! She took huge 
interest in the children and their activities 
and was an adept homemaker. She felt 
this was essential while Joe dealt with the 
business. The outfits she made for various 
occasions were expertly created and she 
always looked most elegant. She had an 
aptitude for managing time well and left 
enough for her own interests: she was 
widely read and always up-to-date with 
current affairs – and the Daily Telegraph 
Crossword - licked everyday!   

Daughne and Joe had a deep desire 
to give the children whatever education 
was necessary, without the restrictions 
of their younger days. The subjects 
undertaken were not surprising - Landscape 
Architecture, Ecology, Geography, Biology 
and Water and Air Management. They all 
gained Degrees and Masters. Daughne and 

Joe felt justly rewarded by their children’s 
hard work and spoke of them with pride. 

Daughne and Joe travelled to Scotland 
or Wales for holidays and ‘Monroe Bagging’ 
began. Daughne often took a Birdwatching 
trip and she began riding again from 
Hastoe Stables, where she kept Bambi and 
met Lesley Battye, becoming great friends. 
Passing Orchard End many times with 
Lesley, Daughne so admired it she spoke 
of it to Joe and they were delighted when 
it was up for sale in 1991 and they moved 
to Buckland Common. Having Bambi in 
the Paddock doubled Daughne’s delight 
in Orchard End. Many of us will remember 
seeing Daughne out and about on Bambi - 
they made an elegant pair!

Daughne was Show Secretary for 
the Horticultural Society and regularly 
attended History Group. She made cakes 
for the Village Fetes and Cholesbury Cream 
Teas, and supported any local appeals or 

fundraising. They both enjoyed walking 
Molly and met up with the ‘dog walking 
gang’. They loved badminton and made 
good friends among the players. She was 
the best listener if anyone had a problem, 
her reply if needed was well thought out, 
considered and totally unconditional. A 
true friend to many people. 

When Joe was ill, Daughne nursed him with 
the help of the Iain Rennie nurses. In May 2006 
during the days just before he died he spoke 
to John and me of how much he thought of 
Daughne and appreciated so much all she had 
done and was doing for him. 

Afterwards Daughne needed help 
as the arthritis in her ankles and hands 
was making itself a nuisance. Ken in the 
garden, Julie in the house and Eric and 
Alan making repairs in the house were all 
much appreciated. Daughne also found 
the support of her neighbours and friends 
invaluable. It was a hard time - she missed 
Joe dreadfully.  
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On New Year’s Day 2007, Daughne 
suffered her stroke. It was a cruel blow. 
She took the news of the likely outcome 
so bravely and said to me more than once, 
“I shall just have to make the best of it”. 
Her courage and dignity were astounding. 
It was to be a long haul. While in the 
Stroke Unit at Amersham Hospital she was 
determined to get home to Orchard End 
and be reunited with her beloved cats and 
faithful dog Molly.

Along with the family, visitors from the 
villages were numerous. She somehow 
managed to be good company and showed 
little sign of feeling sorry for herself. She 
appreciated all the support and loved a 
chuckle at some of the news from the 
Hilltops. Daughne spoke to me of Joe a 
lot - it seemed to help - recalling happy 
times. She remained stoically determined 
and dignified. It took until March, three 
months, but she won through and home 
she came to Orchard End.  

With the help of her Carers and the stair 
lift she began trying to be as independent 
as possible: it was her way. Her good 
neighbours on Buckland Common, in 
particular Erin Thwaites and Liz Firth, gave 
her a wonderful feeling of security. Erin 
next door hardly missed a day through 
the rest of Daughne’s life to pop in and 
ensure all was well.  Daughne’s door was 
always open, she loved being back and 
visitors were always welcome. Her eyes 
improved and she was able to read again 
and, although it took a little longer, the 
Telegraph Crossword, still didn’t stand a 
chance! 

With lifts from willing friends she was 
able to enjoy village events including 
Church Teas. To accept that her beloved 
walking, gardening and riding were behind 
her was hard, but when the sun came out 
she sat outside on her bench with a book: 
she was always the first to hear the cuckoo 
and spot the swallows arriving! 

In 2009 the family celebrated her 80th 

birthday and Daughne organised a lunch 
in the garden for all her good neighbours 
and friends from the Hilltops. She was 
determined to say thank you for all the 
help she had received from those around 
her. The sun shone and it was a very happy 
day!

She loved seeing her family and enjoyed 
the progress of her grandchildren: Alistair, 
Andrew, Ellen and Charlie. When Alistair 
took up his place at Cambridge last year, 
she knew Joe too would have been so 
proud of another generation doing well.  

During the past year the bursitis in 
her hip gave constant pain and Daughne 
admitted to the family and some of us that 
she was “fed up with it” - such an unusual 
utterance from this courageous woman. 
Daughne was finding it very hard to make 
the best of it.

Maybe it was time - when she called Erin 
that morning of 5th May, she was feeling 
very unwell. She was able to tell Erin how 
she felt and with Liz also present, died in 
the most peaceful way. Good to think she 
was in the home she loved, was not alone 
and is now at peace. Of a more considerate, 
brave and dignified gentlewoman I cannot 
think. 

Life for her family, all Daughne’s loyal 
friends and everyone who knew her, will 
not be the same now. I guess that we must 
listen to the advice she gave to herself 
throughout her life and try to be just as 
brave – she would want us to make the best 
it!   

Daughne, we shall miss you. May God 
bless you.

(Extract from the Tribute given by Ann 
Horn, by the request of the family, at 
Daughne’s Funeral on 20 May 2011, held at 
the Chilterns Crematorium and conducted 
by Revd. David Burgess)
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Earlier this year, I looked out of the kitchen 

window to see a vast number of insects 

flying around the house and my odd job 

man, John Kilpatrick, called, “Lindsay, 

you have a swarm of bees and they are 

settling on one of your chimney pots”. This 

was not good news for me since I had a 

severe reaction to a bee sting a few years 

ago when I had a ‘brief’ encounter with a 

Bumble Bee which had somehow become 

entrapped in my underwear and I have no 

wish to repeat that experience!

I immediately called John Garner, our 
local bee-keeper, to find out what I should 
do. Because my chimney pot is about 30 
feet off the ground, John concluded that he 
could not climb onto the roof to collect the 
swarm but told me that he would contact 
someone who might be able to deal with 
it. He also advised me to start a fire in the 
grate and then to add materials such as 
wet grass clippings, damp paper or the like, 
which would make smoke. 

We found the right grate, a blocked off 
fireplace in my sitting room which hasn’t 
been used for twenty years, and we were 
able to get a good fire going. The effect 
was terrifying. Amongst all the debris from 
the chimney came thousands of bees, most 
of which were suffering from the effects 
of the smoke but many were still actively 
crawling across the carpet. All we could do 
was open the door and hope that some 
would make their way outside.

By this time bee-keeper Peter Smith of 
South Heath confirmed that a smoky fire 
was the best chance of keeping the bees 
out of the chimney and he advised us to 
vacuum up the comatose bees in the sitting 
room. We had been reluctant to do this 

since we didn’t want to kill the bees, just 
to get them out of the house. However, 
this proved to be a sensible suggestion 
since many revived when the bag from the 
vacuum cleaner was opened outside. Peter 
also told us that the bees were unlikely 
to move on since they would have been 
looking for somewhere to settle by that 
time in the day. It looked like we were in 
for a long visit!

Fortunately another bee-keeper, 
Carl Nielsen and his father-in-law, Chris, 
arrived and, despite some understandable 
reluctance given the height of the chimney, 
John and Chris scaled the roof, clad in 
protective gear and armed with a soft 
brush and a specially modified cardboard 
box. The aim was to sweep as many of the 
now drowsy bees into the box and, most 
critically, to capture the queen bee, for 
wherever she goes, the rest will normally 
follow. It was a great relief when John, with 

A scary experience with bees! the box of bees perched precariously on his 
head, made it safely back down the ladder 
with Chris in his wake.

The box was left on the lawn throughout 
the following day and it became apparent 
that the queen was in the box, since most 
of the swarm had made its way in there 
too. Carl estimated that there might have 
been about 20,000 bees on the chimney pot 
and now still about 3- 4,000 clinging to the 
chimney breast. However, they are clearly 
bewildered and unable to function without 
their queen. Fortunately for me they have 
made no further attempts to come down 
the chimney! Hopefully, the rest of the 
swarm is now safely in one of Carl’s bee 
hives and they will produce honey.

Needless to say, I am hugely grateful to 
all of those who offered practical help and 
advice in what was a very scary experience. 
Miraculously, NO ONE WAS STUNG!

Lindsay Griffin
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As we began work again, from February 

onwards, towards this year’s Fete (ie: 

the first advertising deadline - ‘Tring 

Living’) we couldn’t help thinking back 

to 2004 when we took up the challenge 

of organising the St Leonards & Buckland 

Common Parish Hall Fete. Thoughts went 

to the Hall’s beginnings, built by the 

Community for the Community in 1937, just 

two years after John was born! The idea of 

the Parish Hall was to give local residents 

the opportunity to meet socially, in their 

own Hall and be run by a Management 

Committee made up of those who used it. 

Nothing really changes. How refreshing 

after 74 years!

In 2004 the Hall was in need of some 
TLC and the Committee began the long 
haul towards a new kitchen, new boiler 

and heating system and eventually an 
extension to house new toilets, facility for 
the disabled and repaired driveway. 

We took on the Fete, the only fund-
raising event of the Hall Management 
Committee at the time. The Fete made 
the HUGE sum of just under £1,500. That 
was not going to deal with the problems! 
Other fund-raising was organised: supper 
concerts, race night, jazz supper nights, and 
an appeal to the community that had such 
an amazingly warm and helpful response.

This year was our eighth effort with 
the Fete and the result of £6,300 was an 
all time best, each one has exceeded the 
last! Quite amazing and we are so grateful 
for all the support that has been given to 
us over the years when so many very busy 

people have generously given up their time 
to ‘That Weekend’ in the villages!

We should like to express our gratitude 
to everyone who, when contacted in Jan/
Feb/Mar and ‘not quite ordered’ not to 
be away on the first Saturday in June, 
were so helpful and willing to keep this 
great community event alive. There was 
a huge panic this year when Ann lost 
about a week’s sleep as the Morris Men 
backed out at short notice through injury. 
After several days on the phone Ann was 
no further forward: the 17 other teams 
contacted were all booked up! A brilliant 
suggestion came from Shirley Blomfield 
and after more phone calls a Punch & Judy 
show was booked. The day was saved and 
the children, young and old, enjoyed the 
shows. Matt Baker called just a few days 
beforehand and offered to come along to 
open the Fete: so good of him as he is in 

Record Breaking Fete

demand all over the place. It all fell into 
place once again – phew, it takes years off 
us!

The stalwart draw ticket sellers and prize 
donors are key to a successful outcome 
as so many tickets are sold prior to the 
Fete day. The Horse Show and Dog Show 
are also major contributors and thanks 
must go to Karen Joy, Caroline Channer, 
Annie Alberto and the Crippen ‘boys’ 
for organising such a professional Show 
and drawing so much support. Jonathan 
Bright has been organising the Dog Show 
throughout our time with the Fete: he is 
amazing – just does it! 

To have a beautiful warm and dry day 
for our ‘Swan Song’ was more than we 
could have imagined. The weather on 
the two or three days preceding, when 
John and his ‘ace team’ set up the field to 
accommodate the various events, stalls, car 
parking etc was a bonus and the evenings 
of village collections kept fine and dry! 
Setting up on the day went well and Bryn 
and Bill on the gate deserve a big thank 
you along with the car park ‘chaps’. The 
gate took well over £800, which is an 

indication of the numbers attending! The 
vintage cars, motorcycles and the new 
veteran cycles provided further interest 
for visitors. Unfortunately Tony Taylor, 
who had always taken the barbeque 
completely under his wing, was unavailable 
this year. His help however was very much 
appreciated setting up the replacement 
team. The new ‘Pimms & Strawberries’ stall, 
run by Judy and Michael, did a roaring 
trade – couldn’t keep up with demand! The 
beer tent ran dry and ices were also much 
in demand. It was just the day to keep cool. 
Lots and lots of books to choose from and 
the children had their own area at ground 
level – great idea!

Teas, refreshments and cakes also 
went down very well in the Hall and 
Ellie Redding’s scones were a sell-out! 
Iris Hawkes did a great job co-ordinating 
for the WI. The bottle stall had a huge 
following and there was keen interest in 
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LITTLE BEARS
As the end of the school year approached, 

youngsters from Little Bears Pre-School, in 

St Leonards Parish Hall, remembered some 

of their happy moments. 

The Little Bears enjoyed a farming 
morning at Hawridge & Cholesbury 
School, where they joined Year One 

children to learn about animals as well as 
pat them.  

In their own words, the children 
reported: “We went to big school and saw 
some animals. We ‘feeded’ the animals – 
pigs, sheep, calves, ducks, hens. We saw 
pigs and they weren’t the normal colour – 
they were black! We fed the cows – we put 
the food in a bucket, we fed the lambs with 
bottles. The ducks were white with orange 
beaks. We played with the parachute and 
we did lots of running down the hill!”

Little Bears, their families and carers, 
also joined in a fundraising Toddle Waddle 
session at the hall raising more than £270 
for The Meningitis Trust. 

The children remembered: “First we put 
our duck hats on, we got our coats and 
got a musical instrument. The mummies 
and daddies came with us and we walked 
around a massive field two times. We sang 
chick, chick, chick, chick, chicken….. In 
the hall we ate a picnic and got a Toddle 
Waddle sticker and a Toddle Waddle 
certificate. We raised money for poorly 
children.”

For Easter and Christmas the children 
walked to the church where they joined 
in fun services. Once the Little Bears had 
found the mischievous puppet Charlie in 
the church, they enjoyed interactive short 
services, with plenty of singing.

As many of the Little Bears move up to 
local primary schools, we wish them well.

Little Bears is open five mornings a 
week, with three lunch club sessions. 
Children are given free places, for 15 hours 
a week, in the term after they reach three 
years old. The pre-school is run by a very 
experienced and knowledgeable leader, 
Claire Cox, plus a highly qualified team. For 
details, please contact 758081.

Hawridge and Cholesbury Churches

FETE
Monday 29th August Bank Holiday 

at Cholesbury Common

Ellesborough Silver Band  •  Homemade cakes  •  Teas   
Various Games of skill or chance  •  Prize Draw  •  Stalls  •  Ices

You are invited to a “Good Day Out” at the Fete opening 1.30.

Please help us with Bric-a-Brac, Bottles, Draw Prizes, Books, Plants,  
Produce, Cakes. Either, bring them on the morning of the Fete or,  

contact the Churchwardens John Farmer (758715) or Joan Walton (758332).

We need volunteers to help set up the Fete site  
from 8.30 Monday morning.

the children’s stall and the Hort Soc plant 
stall. A massive assortment of articles was 
available on the bric-a-brac stall and the 
tombola was as popular as ever. 

Caroline Coates reported that ‘Betty the 
Butterfly’ raised £67.10, close to the record 
for the coin collage. She benefited from 
some generous donations from people who 
offloaded (heavy!) bags of coins they’d 
been saving for her. The winner of the £6 
book token was Julia Swallow from Sandpit 
Hill who guessed £67.03 almost at the last 
minute. There were plenty of people keen 
to try their skills at the coconut shy, skittles 
and bowling and the children enjoyed 
‘Little Bears’ races. Nigel, of course, has a 
way with ‘splat the rat’ - a ‘go’ is always 
an enjoyable experience even when not a 
winner! Sally and Michael did overtime on 
hoop-la and were rushed off their feet all 
afternoon. Shelagh and Malcolm organised 
a new ‘pegs’ stall that was a great hit – well 
done!

A super team stayed behind to help clear 
up – such a bonus at the end of a tiring few 
days - what can we say but THANK YOU!

A great day and our thanks to all 
concerned. We feel it is time to hand over 
and perhaps begin our much over-due 
‘retirement’! We shall still be around and 
willing to help. Again, we’d like to thank 
personally all of you who have given us and 
the Parish Hall Committee so much support 
over these eight years and we hope you will 
continue to support our successors to keep 
this wonderful community event alive!

John and Ann Horn
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THE THURSDAY CLUB
The end of an era!

At the AGM on 16 June 2011, there 
were no nominations from members 
to form a new Committee to replace 

Guy, Alan, Brian, Anne and Primrose, who 
for various reasons had declared that they 
would not be seeking re-election. Guy 
remarked that Sandy, the only Committee 
Member willing to continue, although good 
at multi-tasking, could not do all the jobs 
required. 

A poll of members had shown that the 
majority of those who responded wanted the 
Club to continue. The President and two of 
the Vice-Presidents were willing to continue, 
but none of the ordinary members were 
willing to serve on the Committee.

The poll had included the statement that 
if the member did not respond it would be 
assumed that the member did not want the 
Thursday Club to continue.

With the number of those who did not 
respond added to those of the respondents, 
the majority did not want the Club to 
continue. Guy then thanked everyone for 
their support for the past 55 years, and 
declared the Club closed. 

Various people in the audience 
congratulated the Committee and Joan and 
Margaret Walton for the past success of the 
Club.

Following a discussion it was agreed that 
the remaining Club funds would be divided 
equally between St Leonards Parish Hall, 
Guide Dogs for Deaf People and Iain Rennie 
Hospice at Home.

The evening continued with 
entertainment by Lou’s Sextet, a fish and chip 
supper and a raffle which raised £85.00 for 
Riding for the Disabled. 

Everyone who attended enjoyed the 
evening.

 Anne Lake

*  *  *

100 CLUB
June 2011  
1st Prize £50 
Mr M Reynolds, Asheridge

2nd Prize £25 
Mr & Mrs R Evens, St Leonards

3rd Prize £15 
Mrs S Williams, St Leonards

4th Prize £15 
Mr J Horn, St Leonards

July  2011 
1st Prize £15 
Mrs K Scales, St Leonards

2nd Prize £15 
Mrs E Firth, Buckland Common

August  2011 
1st Prize £25 
Mrs J McDonald, Hastoe

2nd Prize £15 
Mrs D Bradfield, St Leonards

3rd Prize £15 
Mrs S Williams, St Leonards

Please note that the 100 Club now has 
a new Treasurer: Mr Fletcher Nicholson, 
Oaktree Cottage, Cholesbury, Tring, 
Herts, HP23 6NG. Phone: 758366

New members as always welcome

*  *  *

CURVACEOUS COOK
Elderflower Ice Cream

Some of you would be much more organised than me and made some elderflower cordial,  

but I have used the Waitrose version, which is fine.

At Hazeldene Farm’s Foraging Day, Miles Irving came to show us all the edible plants that we don’t  

even notice, or assume are just weeds! I try to plan menus around local produce,  

but the fresh elderflowers were just too late, so the bought cordial it was!

I have a very old, very cheap and very simple ice cream maker, and would advise against  

the expensive ones unless you are going to make large amounts. If you are going to buy one,  

I would also advise one where you keep the bowl in the freezer, and then churn on the worktop,  

rather than the ones where you churn whilst in the freezer!

400ml double cream

400ml full fat milk

Warmed to almost boiling with 2oz caster sugar

Whilst they are warming, whisk up 4 egg yolks with 2oz sugar till light and fluffy.

Pour a little of the hot mix into the cold mix and whisk, then put all back into the saucepan and  

heat gently until thick enough to coat the back of a spoon.

Remove from the heat, and chill. You can do this in a double bowl with ice in the bottom one.  

I just pour into a glass jug (to cool it down more quickly) and leave until cool,  

then stir in 200-250ml of elderflower cordial – you will need to taste as different ones  

will have different strengths. Put into the fridge for 4 hours or so.

At this point, if you have an ice cream maker, churn for approx 20 minutes then put into the freezer.  

If you do not, pour into suitable tub and into freezer, stirring every couple of hours until well frozen.

This will make enough for at least eight people with just a little fruit or meringue on the side, and doesn’t freeze 

solid: so no need to take out of the freezer ages before you need it - a huge help as I always forget to do this! 

The ice cream goes especially well with rhubarb crumble.

Lulu Stephen  bellingdonm@hotmail.com
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