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At the beginning of the fourteenth 

year of this publication, may I take this 

opportunity to thank the Hilltop News 

‘team’, most of whom have worked on the 

issues from the start. 

Anne Butterworth, as well as providing 
Church Matters, gives me invaluable 
support as magazine coordinator. 

Ann Horn not only secures all the adverts, 
but also handles the time-consuming task 
of invoicing and collecting the fees. Many 
thanks, of course, go to the advertisers 
themselves without whose support we 
would not be able to distribute Hilltop News 
free to more than 600 households.

Mike Spark adds that final piece of 
design flair when putting the pages 
together and preparing for print. Paula 
Angell is a much-valued help with 
meticulous proof reading. At the final 
stage, Rosemary Pearce and her willing 
team of distributors ensure the magazine 
gets from the printer to your home with 
the minimum delay.

I thank the contributors, regular and 
occasional, with whom it has been a 
pleasure to meet. And finally I thank all 
you readers for your continued interest 
in Hilltop News and the many favourable 
comments received.

There are no doubt many other people in 
the Hilltop Villages with interests, memories 
and skills that would delight readers. 
Please let me know about them, so we can 
keep our parish magazine interesting and 
informative for many more years.

Graham Lincoln

Front Cover Photo: Noticeably more birds 
have been flocking to our garden feeders this 
winter and have not escaped the attention of a 
watching sparrowhawk!

Continuing thanks…

Included in this issue…

•   John Horn has more tales of former times 
in the Hilltops.

•  A Royal Honour for Gill Riley.

•  A fitting goodbye to Postman Frank.

•  Angela Dance remembered.

•  Workshop re-run for Superfast 
Broadband users.

Plus our regular features…

Chris Brown notices unseasonal animal 
behaviour.

Our Curvaceous Cook serves a tasty light 
lunch based on the humble beetroot.

…plus all the news from our churches, 
clubs, school, pubs, societies and councils.

A rain-sodden day for the Boxing Day Hunt, 
but visitors flocked to Hawridge & Cholesbury 
Commons and were once again well served 
with refreshments by The Full Moon and the 
Cricket Club.
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THE PARISH COUNCIL
Although the Parish Council does not meet 

in December, activities relating to planning, 

the environment, transport and budgets 

continued and there are very busy months 

ahead.

Budget
It was resolved at the November council 
meeting to maintain the precept at 
its current level, as it has been for the 
previous few years. The grant element 
that we receive from the District Council 
has reduced by more than half and will 
be removed entirely next year, but as this 
element is relatively small, this should not 
affect you as parishioners significantly. This 
year may still see the devolution of certain 
transport related services from the County 
Council to the Parish Council, such as 
gulley cleaning, sign cleaning and footpath 
maintenance, but discussions as to whether 
this is feasible for the council and beneficial 
to the parish are on-going.

The County Council has proposed a 
Council Tax increase of 3.99% each year 
for the next three years in order to be 
able to achieve the required level of adult 
social care and to fill the void left by the 
reduction in central government funding.  
A final decision is due on 18 February.

Planning
The council continues to pursue 
enforcement matters in the Parish with 
resolve, despite the district planning 
department being currently under staffed.  
In the past few months this has resulted 
in two retrospective planning applications 
being submitted and we are informed that 
others are imminent.

MVAS
The Mobile Vehicle Activation System 
certainly caught some people’s attention 
while situated by the school last October 

and is due to return sometime in March: 
this time at locations in Cholesbury or St 
Leonards. Unfortunately, the data from the 
October session was  lost on its return for 
analysis, but lessons have been learnt from 
the trial run and we hope to collect some 
meaningful data on road use next time. 
Regardless, the device is a useful reminder 
to those who get carried away on what are 
normally quiet country roads.

Trees and hedgerows
Prior to Spring ‘springing’, please could 
the council take this opportunity to remind 
land/homeowners with hedgerows/trees 
adjoining carriageways to ensure that they 
are not causing an obstruction. Our country 
roads are difficult enough to drive along 
without being forced into the middle of the 
road to avoid overgrowth. This is an ideal 
time of year for cutting back and would be 
beneficial to and appreciated by all.

Allotments
If anyone has started the New Year wanting 
to become more ‘green-fingered’, there 
is currently a whole plot available at the 
allotments on Springhall Hill. If a whole 
plot seems too much for you, it is possible 
to divide it in half. The fee for a whole plot 
is £25 per annum, with half a plot being 
just £12.50!

Local Plan
Progress on the Chiltern and South Bucks 
joint Local Plan, which will shape future 
development in the districts up until 2036, 
has reached a key stage.

Councillors at Chiltern District Council 
and South Bucks District Council have been 
asked to endorse the important ‘issues 
and options’ document ready for public 
consultation. Cllr Allen has attended a 
presentation on the preliminary plan and 
the Parish Council will give its views during 
the consultation period.

There is also to be a public consultation 
on the plan’s preparation (with further 

Your councillors are:

John Allen, Chairman: 758095

Nigel Blomfield, 758314

Chris Brown, 758890

Philip Matthews, 758205

John Minting, 758206

Francis Sanger, 758767

Judith Joseph: 758702

opportunities to comment in the future) 
and it includes twelve potential options 
for distributing new development. It 
is a statutory requirement for all local 
authorities to prepare a local plan. This 
must set out planning policies in the 
authority area and will be important when 
deciding planning applications.

The Councils decided to prepare a joint 
local plan last November, partly in response 
to national objectives to speed up local 
plan making and the risk of Government 
intervention for those authorities that 
fail to meet Government plan-making 
expectations.

Councillor Peter Martin, Cabinet Member 
for Sustainable Development at Chiltern 
District Council, said: “The joint local plan 
is an important opportunity to steer future 
development in the districts. Future growth 
needs to be planned to ensure that we 
create the sort of confidence that will help 
attract major investment and ensure that 
people living in Chiltern and South Bucks 
reap the benefits of new business, jobs, 
affordable housing and other facilities.”

The issues and options consultation 
document will be subject to an eight-week 
consultation starting mid-January in which 
members of the public will be able to 
review the options and supporting evidence 
on the councils’ websites: www.chiltern.gov.
uk and www.southbucks.gov.uk  and send 
in their responses.

There will be two further consultation 
periods prior to the joint local plan being 
considered at a public examination in 2017.

Hayley Lewis, Clerk to the Council, 758843 
Email: parishclerk.ccslpc@gmail.com

EARLY EASTER 
The date of the most important 
event in the Christian calendar varies 
according to the cycle of the moon. 
It can fall on any Sunday between 22 
March and 25 April, determined as the 
first after the first full moon on or after 
the vernal equinox on 20 or 21 March.

This year Easter Sunday comes early: 
on 27 March. Our church service details 
are therefore included in this issue. 
May you all have a happy Easter!
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finished, the children then boarded buses 
and were taken to watch the pantomime 
at The Elgiva: a busy, but thoroughly 
enjoyable end to the term for everyone. 

The children have settled back in to the 
school routine. Topics for this term include 
dinosaurs, Easter, space, the Middle Ages, 
the Bayeux Tapestry, Europe, rainforests, 
Mayans, and crime and punishment. Staff 
will bring these, and many other subjects, 
into the children’s learning. In addition, a 
number of school visits are being planned.

The school is continuing to try and 
make greater use of the outside area 
it is so fortunate to have. Teachers are 
targeting that a third of lessons are either 
held outside or are nature-based and all 
children have been asked to bring a pair of 
wellington boots to school to ensure that 
they can go out whatever the weather. Bulb 
planting took place at the end of autumn, 
with parents helping the children. The 
Windmills outside area has been developed. 
A Saxon morning included making 
camps, cooking bread on camp fires and 
investigating (pretend but very realistic) 
animal droppings. Forest Schools have 
joined us again to take the children out to 
learn more about the outdoors, with Year 5 
starting for one afternoon a week up until 
the February half term. 

To continue on this theme the School has 
made a request to parents asking if anyone 
has the expertise to advise on how we can 
continue to enhance the outdoor area for 
the benefit of all the children with the 
limited funding the school has available.

The Autumn term finished in true 

Christmas form. The Bazaar was well 

attended and if you came along we hope 

you enjoyed the atmosphere - over £2000 

was raised to spend on the school and the 

children. 

Key Stage 1 had a number of 
rehearsals for their nativity 
production of ‘Hey Ewe’ and gave 

three performances to parents, friends and 
family and the gentleman who wrote the 
nativity. Meanwhile, Key Stage 2 attended 
an evening Christmas Carol service at 
the church in Chesham. Donations were 
requested by the children at the end of all 
four events for the Chiltern Foodbank in 
Chesham. A number of children then visited 
the foodbank and donated over £250 as 
well as 78 kilos of food contributed by 
parents. 

Term finished with the children invited 
to attend wearing their best party gear 
instead of school uniform. They started 
with games in their classrooms and were 
all visited by Father Christmas whilst a 
number of volunteer parents tried to set up 
Christmas lunch for 170 children in what, it 
would be fair to say, is not the biggest of 
school halls! With lunch, crackers and music 

HAWRidge And CHolesbuRy C of e sCHoolTHE COUNTY COUNCIL

The first cold snap 
of winter actually 
makes walking 

in the Chilterns more 
enjoyable.  Footpaths 
which have been very 
deep in mud become 
frozen and the views of 
our wonderful landscape 
are marvellous: all the more reason to 
hope that it may not be too late to arrest 
HS2!  2016 may be a year of surprises, says 
Royal Bank of Scotland, warning of a global 
deflationary crisis, the possibility of Brexit 
and its repercussions for the economy. 
Could these be the demise of HS2? The 
County and Chiltern District Council are 
doing sterling work at present to protect 
us during the construction phase and, 
better still, refining a tunnel through the 
Chilterns.

2016 is also unusual with falling oil 
prices, low inflation and a strong pound 
against the Euro. Against that, 65,000 new 
homes are proposed in Buckinghamshire 
by 2030: half in Aylesbury Vale, with the 
remainder in the south and the majority 
in High Wycombe. The buckinghamshire 
Local Enterprise Partnership does its best 
to bring jobs into the county by listening 
to local businesses, understanding the 
growth agenda and presenting investment 
opportunities to government: enabling 
private business and our local councils to 
work together for optimum effect.

During January the council discussed 
road maintenance for the next financial 
year. Not surprisingly this division has the 
largest road network and having pressed 
hard as usual I’m pleased to say that the 
B roads that were patched last year are 
expected to be top-dressed in the next 12 
months. Rusty, the local Area Technician, 
and I are out and about together regularly, 
but I would ask you to flag up any new 
potholes during the icy weather. There 

has been a debate at County Hall about 
borrowing money to improve the roads 
faster, following a recommendation by the 
scrutiny committee. However, since that 
time the Government’s financial settlement 
for the county in 2016/17 is reduced in real 
terms at a time when social care needs are 
rising and Children’s Services are requiring 
ever more investment. The Council is 
grappling with many difficult problems 
such as flooding, child sexual exploitation, 
extremism, increasing numbers of  older 
people and learning disabilities requiring 
residential care: all of which challenge the 
budget and reduce the amount of money 
available for road maintenance.

 I am happy to raise your concerns with 
officers at County Hall. Currently I am 
helping a number of local residents with 
items such as bridleways, residential care, 
school places and, of course, roads. Whilst 
this generally results in a quicker outcome, 
it also enables me to keep a watching brief 
on local matters.

Tricia Birchley  
pbirchley@buckscc.gov.uk, 01296 621138 
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chilternvoice.fm 
Pop-up FM radio station ‘Chiltern 
Voice’ will hit the airwaves for two 
weeks only in February.

The station has been licensed by Ofcom 
and will broadcast on 87.9 FM, as 
well as on the internet, to Chesham, 
Amersham, and surrounding areas 
from February 7, with pre-recorded 
programmes, before going live during 
the half-term break from February 14.

All sorts of groups are invited to take 
part as the station will very much be 
for the community.

If you are a budding radio presenter,  
if you have a story you think needs 
to be told, have an idea for the radio 
station, or would like to get involved in 
any way, please email:  
info@chilternvoice.fm  

LOCAL HISTORY 
GROUP

On Friday 5 
February at 
St Leonards 

Parish Hall, we bring 
you Chiltern Commons 
– Their Contribution 
to Our Heritage with 
Gary Marshall, an 
archaeologist for the Chilterns Region of 
the National Trust.

Gary recently completed a research 
project looking at how certain Chiltern 
commons had developed, sometimes 
in parallel but also in contrasting ways, 
influenced largely by those inhabiting 
the adjacent settlements or periodically 
visiting the Commons. Those living or 
passing through our Hilltop Villages, from 
the earliest times to the present day, have 
similarly made widespread use of the 
extensive commons, be it for agricultural, 
industrial or recreational purposes.

So this illustrated talk will be of interest 
whether you would like to learn more 
about their local history and ecology, or 
walk, ride or just enjoy taking in the fresh 
air and beauty of our commons.

Cholesbury Village Hall is the venue for 
our talk on Friday 4 March. The first of 
two talks this year continues the theme 
of learning more about the impact of the 
Great War on local people and places. The 
Inns of Court Officer Training Corps at 
Berkhamsted will track the findings of a 
recent research project and archaeological 
investigation of the Berkhamsted area, 
locating the trenches used for training by 
the ‘Devil’s Own’ between 1914-1918. It is 
understood the Corps’ training activities 
spread as far as Hawridge and Cholesbury 
Commons. Our two speakers, Brian and 
Richard Shepherd were central to the 
investigation and subsequent development 
of this talk.

Catherine Taylor, head archivist at 
Waddesdon, will reveal a newly uncovered 
story with hitherto rarely seen photographs 
about the creation of the gardens at this 
magnificent estate, which also spans the 
period of the great War. This illustrated 
talk is entitled Rothschild Money Moving a 
Mountain – Waddesdon’s Gardens Between 
1874 and 1922 and takes place on Friday 1 
April at Cholesbury Village Hall.  

All the above talks start at 8.15 sharp 
with the halls open from 8pm. Everybody 
is welcome: just £4 on the door and annual 
membership of £10 is still great value. 

Chris Brown, 758890  
localhistorygroup@cholesbury.com

NEIGHBOURHOOD 
WATCH

The January News 
Update from 
the Chesham 

Neighbourhood Policing 
Team reported lower 
overall crime rates in 
December but they warn 
that this is no reason for complacency 
and vigilance should be maintained. They 
hold regular ‘Have Your Say’ meetings 
in Chesham, the next is scheduled for 
Wednesday 3 february at the Market, High 
Street, between 11am and 1pm

In emergency, dial 999, otherwise 101 is 
the number to call. 

Shirley Blomfield (758314)  

CHOLESBURY-CUM-ST 
leonARds W.i.

After the very successful Christmas 
Fair on 12 December and our party 
meeting on the 21st , our New Year 

started with a talk on Honey in History.
In February, Molly Berry is coming to 

tell us how ‘Lip-readers Hear Better’ and in 
March you will be able to ‘Design and Make 
Your Own Jewellery’, with a little help from 
Carina Shergold! 
We get together in st leonards Parish 

Hall on the third Monday of each month, 
starting at 8pm, and anyone is welcome to 
come along as a visitor for the evening. 

Paddy Thomas puts posters up on various 
notice-boards around the parish and Carol 
Henry will always give you an insight into 
the Wi and our activities: give her a call on 
758435 or come along on the night, you 
will be very welcome.   
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HAWRidge & 
CHOLESBURY  
CRICKET CLUB
Boxing Day Hunt
In what is fast 
becoming a club 
tradition, an 
enthusiastic bunch 
of the club members 
set up stall on Boxing 
Day morning to 
provide food and 
warming drink for 
attendees at the 
Boxing Day Hunt. A little better organised 
than in previous seasons, a great time 
was had by helpers and guests alike.  The 
warm conditions saw a drop in mulled wine 
consumption, but burgers and hot dogs 
were in much demand. A new feature this 
year was home produce in the form of Ann 
Caple’s lamb burgers and sausages! Even 
the wet underfoot conditions did not deter 
spectators, many of whom lingered long 
after the horses had passed.

A good year
2015 was a good year for the club. On 
the playing field, the Saturday League 
team consolidated its position in the Mid 
Bucks First Division, although at times we 
struggled to field a full team. One match 
was forfeited, against the team that 
finished last. If we had played and won that 

match, H&C would have been promoted to 
the Premier Division.  

As far as finances go, the club has 
consolidated well. A lot of credit for this 
must go to Steve Drane, who took over 
the running of the bar at the beginning 
of the season. His enthusiasm and good 
management have kept up the good work 
started by Pavilion Manager Mick Sargent.   

Colts cricket last season was again 
well attended by a growing number 
of youngsters and well supported by 
enthusiastic parents. With the high number 
of registered colts, the club was able to 
enter six teams into the South Bucks Junior 
Competitions, from Under 9 through to 
Under14. A new feature in 2015 was the 
increase in the number of girls playing. Very 
encouraging!

The growth in numbers has stretched 
the coaching resources at the club. Efforts 
continue to be made to encourage more 
parents to volunteer as helpers and 
coaches. The club is more than willing to 
arrange training at the appropriate level. 

LincoLn Landscaping

Garden Maintenance
   Fencing • Patios

Ponds • Water Features

07917 475957
nicklincoln@hotmail.com

A Bucks Cricket Board clinic is planned for 
the spring, called ‘Get Into The Game’. This 
will be held at H&C: so an ideal opportunity 
for parents who want to become more 
involved.  

Refurbishment
A major refurbishment of the clubhouse 
is underway, ably organised by Richard 
Vasey. The main lounge area has been 
stripped, plastered and painted. By the time 
the season begins we hope to have new 
carpeting and new furniture. When this 
is all in place, a pre-season social will be 
arranged to celebrate.  

New Members needed!
The club is crying out for new members of 
all ages! With our Colts leading the way, we 
are hoping to get parents more engaged 
as both players and helpers. Contact Club 
Secretary Linsey Cresswell (758194) should 
you have questions.

All news, photos and more can be 
found on the club website, which is 
hawridgeandcholesbury.hitscricket.com. 
The club also has a Facebook Page and 
Twitter Account.

Brian Ralphs

WENDOVER 
CHORAL SOCIETY 
EASTER CONCERT

Saturday March 19th at 7.30pm
St Mary’s Church Wendover

Bach: St John Passion (sung in English) 
With the Equale Baroque Soloists  

conducted by Peter Bassano

Tickets available in February from ‘Just’ 11 High Street Wendover HP22 6DU

01296 623123 or info@stmaryswendover.org.uk
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CHOLESBURY cum 
ST LEONARDS 
HORTICULTURAL 
SOCIETY 
Having proposed a list of favourite plants 

throughout the year in the last issue, the 

seasons have been thrown into disarray by 

the unseasonably warm and wet weather. 

On Christmas Day I found 38 different 

species in flower, albeit some only had one 

or two blooms. 

Apart from those still hanging on, 
they included daffodils and, even 
more surprisingly, an exochorda 

macrantha: ‘The Bride’. Somehow this was 
not cheering, but the limited research I 
have done suggests that it will not affect 
the long term health of the plants. The best 
response came from the prunus autumnalis 
subhirtella, which was covered in small pink 
flowers and most attractive to the local 
insects. The whole tree buzzed.  

Many will have been disappointed by 
the speed with which Christmas trees, of 
whatever kind, lost their needles this year. 
Apparently this was due to their not having 
gone into a shut down phase before being 
cut and this possibility needs to be borne 
in mind before pruning trees that would 
normally be pruned in the winter. The 
advice I have read is to prune more lightly, 
if at all. 

It is also important to keep off the soil 
whilst it is very wet, as walking on it only 
compacts it and breaks down the structure. 
This, however, is difficult whilst the weeds 
continue to grow or start growing again.

Now we have had a cold snap and are 
looking forward to some warmer days 
when we can start the gardening year 
afresh.

Here are some dates for your diary:
Sunday 14 February – from 11am to 1pm 

– Eric and Carys Gadsden invite you to view 
their extensive range of unusual snowdrops 
at Hawridge Place. Hot drinks will be 
available. All proceeds are for St Mary’s 
Church, Hawridge.

Saturday 3 September  – Annual 
Horticultural, Cookery, Handicraft and 
Flower Show with special classes for Art, 
Photography and Children to be held at 
Hawridge and Cholesbury C of E School. 
The Photography, Craft and Art classes for 
the 2016 schedule have been published 
and are available on www.cholesbury.
com, so you can work on them over the 
winter and spring months. Entries are open 
to everyone – you do not have to be a 
member of the Society to win a cup!

Happy gardening, Sarah Tricks

Rita Evens, though still sowing and 
planting, has decided it is time to retire 
from the Hort Soc Committee after an 
amazing 30 years service. We are sad to see 
her go but she assures us that she would 
still like to help if she can. 

Over the years Rita has been a real 
stalwart of the Annual Show. Helping set 
out the show benches in the morning and 
then stewarding in the afternoon, which 
can be quite onerous when checking 
each entry is as schedule and then 
tactfully telling the judges if there are any 
discrepancies. The Show Committee can be 
in big trouble if we get this wrong! Rita 
and Ron have always been very generous 
in supplying plants for the fete stall and 
all impeccably labelled. The other task Rita 
has looked after is keeping the Society’s 
photograph album up to date and I believe 
she has offered to continue to do so.

All the Committee thank Rita, and also 
Ron, for all their help over the years with 
the running of the society. We wish them 
good health and happy gardening.

CELEBRATION OF LIFE
Angela Pauline Dance 

25 August 1949 – 18 September 2015

Angela was born in Buckland 
Common – the youngest of six 
children – and remained true to her 

roots for most of her life. She and Ken, with 
their daughter, Tracie, moved into what had 
been Angela’s family home in Sandpit Hill 
Cottages in the mid-80s, having only been 
away from St Leonards for a short while 
when they lived in Chesham.

Village life was important to her and 
Angela loved the company of friends 
and her wider family. She and Ken were 
regulars at the White lion and great 
favourites of the Publican, Gary Heap. “Just 
one more, Heapy” used to cause much 
merriment before closing time!

Everyone in the village knew and loved 
Angela as she worked for a number of local 
families over the years as well as house-
sitting with Ken when her clients were on 
holiday. It wasn’t just the house that was 
cared for but the residents’ pets as well – 
Angela had a great love of animals.

Graine Hyslop, for whom she worked for 
twenty years, still marvels at her remarkable 
memory. Not only could Angela recall the 
exact dates of her large family’s birthdays, 
but in addition to her own grandchildren 
she knew the birthdays of all her clients’ 
grandchildren as well! She was involved 
with many local families – in particular 
Wendy smith, Ruth Williams and Marcia 
Cosby.

But it is perhaps her interest in music for 
which Angela will be remembered most.    
She shared with Ken a great love of 60’s 
music. This took them to many shows to 
hear tribute bands and to see stars like Rod 
Stewart, Elvis, Gene Pitney and the Drifters.  
Distance wasn’t a problem and in 2000 
they had a wonderful holiday in Tennessee 
visiting Elvis Presley’s home, Graceland.

In the days when the British Legion was 
very active locally, they spent a number of 
happy days at Goodwood – Angela was 
no gambler but simply enjoyed the fun of 
being with Ken and their friends and seeing 
the horses.

However, her family always brought her 
home again and her two grandchildren, 
Harry and Jamie, were a very important 
part of her life. She and Ken saw as much 
of them as possible and Angela’s cooking 
was always given full marks! 

Angela’s life was very sadly cut short by 
illness but it was a life in which she gave 
much to the community in which she lived. 
She received much love and affection in 
return – she was a true Villager.
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HAWRidge & 
CHOLESBURY 
COMMONS 
PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY
AGM
A full report of the proceedings at 
the AGM is available on our website: 
hawridgeandcholesburycommons.org 
Committee: 
Lindsay Griffin – Chairman
David Dennis – Vice Chairman
Minutes Secretary – Janet Hopkinson
Treasurer – Ben Lewis
Committee Members - David Barnard, John 
Caple, Isobel Clark, Tony Francis, Mark 
Hobbs, Veronica Mash and Michelle Storm. 
Steve Cheeld has been co-opted to advise 
on practical matters. 

I am happy to report that the 
Constitution has been adopted and it too is 
available on the website. Having a well-
considered Constitution should facilitate 
applying for grants in the future. 

Pallett’s Pond
In our article in the previous edition of 
Hilltop News, Isobel Clark discussed the 
problems we face in dealing with the 
invasive species new Zealand Pygmy Weed 
and Sweetgrass which, if left to their own 
devices, would take over the pond. This 

dilemma was also discussed at length at 
the AGM and we hope to have a strategy 
in place soon to try to overcome these 
problems. 

As you have no doubt noted, the pond 
is much fuller than it has been for many 
years because of the incessant rain, but we 
believe that there is a leak by the gabion 
wall under the road and David Dennis and 
Isobel are currently monitoring the water 
level to establish this. They are also in 
consultation with Bucks County Council to 
agree a way to counteract the leak and are 
investigating the use of a membrane, which 
is used in canal systems, to help contain the 
water. We are hopeful that maintaining a 
deeper pond would help reduce the spread 
of Sweetgrass and, if it is still necessary to 
utilize black plastic to inhibit the control of 
nZPW, it would be much less visible. 

Subscriptions
As always, Annual subs became due at 
the AGM and there are a number of 
convenient ways to pay on the website. 
Alternatively, you can pay £10 per member 
to our Treasurer Ben Lewis, 7 Sandpit Hill 
Cottages, Cholesbury Lane, Cholesbury 
HP23 6NF (758843). Ben can also provide 
you with an email form if you would 
prefer to pay by Standing Order. He can 
be contacted by email: lewis.cholesbury@
gmail.com. Children are automatically 
included free of charge if there are two 
adult members in the household. 

Works on the Commons
The works across the Common for UK 
Power Network and for the installation of 
faster broadband were much less disruptive 
than some of us feared and, come the 
spring, the area will make a full recovery. 
Unfortunately, the appalling weather has 
meant that the work on the Bottom Ride 
has had to be suspended before the clear 
up could be completed by the contractors 
and our own conservation volunteers. This 
will go ahead when the conditions improve 

and the ride should look stunning by the 
summer.

HCCG Volunteer sessions
The first of these sessions was held on 
10 January at the bottom of Pound Lane 
where there are a number of hazel stools, 
which have been coppiced in the past for 
all manner of uses. As they haven’t been 
coppiced for some time the coppice is now 
log sized but it is hoped that, over time, 
we can work on these on a rotational basis 
when the stems are a more manageable 
size. 

The benefits of coppicing are discussed 
in three papers – Restoration of Neglected 
Hazel Coppice; Coppiced Woodlands: 
their management for Wildlife; and web_
version_leaflet_6_worked_trees - each of 
which is available on our website.

In the introduction to ‘Coppiced 

Woodlands’ it states…. ‘from the early 
Middle Ages until the late 19th century 
most woods in lowland England were 
coppiced. In this traditional method of 
managing woodland the trees were cut 
at intervals, typically every 5-20 years, to 
produce a crop of poles for which there was 
a wide range of markets. By the late 1800s 
coppicing was on the wane and today 
only a small fraction of woodland remains 
actively coppiced…. The future survival 
of some butterflies, for example, may 
depend on the return to more traditional 
methods of managing woodland…. This 
booklet explains how traditional coppice 
systems worked, why they are important to 
woodland wildlife and how coppice can be 
managed to enhance its wildlife interest.’

Although we have records of many of 
the plants, birds and butterflies on our 
Commons (see our Local Heritage Study) we 

Date Location Activity

Feb 7th    Bottom ride north of  Log up brash and deliver logs. 

 Horseblock Lane 

 (Grid Ref: 940070)

Feb 21st   Between top of Stoney Lane  Open up footpath under trees. Bonfire 

 and Tankards Dene 

 (Grid Ref: 946064)

Mar 6th  Bottom of Parson’s path at the  Coppice hazel and cover stools with brash. 

 bottom of Pound Lane Hawridge Layer sunshoots. Log branches. 

 (Grid Ref: 950062) 

Mar 20th Opposite the Row, Hawridge        Clear up fallen ash limb. Bonfire 

 (Grid Ref: 939069) 

April 3rd Between cricket pitch and  Cut up and deliver logs 

 Full Moon (Grid Ref: 934071)

April 17th Bottom ride north of Horseblock Log up brash and deliver logs 

 Lane (Grid Ref: 940070)

Hilltop Commons Conservation Group 
Programme for February – April 2016, 9.30am – 12.30pm

Everyone is welcome, adults and children alike. Bring thick gloves. Refreshments provided.

For further info: contact David Barnard (758365) or Isobel Clark (758987)
 email volunteer@hawridgeandcholesburycommons.org
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have never had a survey of small animals. 
It would be good to have such a survey 
carried out. Do we have  native dormice, 
not just the edible kind?

In the article ‘Restoration of Neglected 
Hazel Coppice’, it states… ‘Hazel grows 
quickly and individual stools can produce 
a large number of small diameter stems 
that can be cut using simple hand tools. 
The shoots are supple, readily split, and 
can be easily twisted and woven by hand 
to make a range of products. During the 
past few centuries hazel was primarily used 
for wattles (‘wattle and daub’ plaster), 
sheep hurdles, barrel hoops (for dry or 
solid goods), crate rods (for packaging of 
pottery), garden fencing, pea sticks, bean 
rods, thatching spars, hedge stakes, and 
faggots (fuel for kilns and ovens)’. More 
recently, some of ours were used for sticks 
for Morris Men and they are still very much 
sought after by gardeners.

Annual closure of the horse rides
In order to maintain their status as 
permissive rides, the horse rides will be 
closed for one day from dusk on Sunday 6 
March until dusk on Monday 7 March.

Fallen trees
If you encounter problems with trees or 
branches down on the road, this is the 
responsibility of Bucks County Council 
Highways department (0845 230 2882). 
Please contact Isobel Clark (758987) if there 
are trees down on the paths or rides and 
she will try to arrange clearance whenever 
possible. Please note that if trees come 
down on other parts of the Common, 
where they pose no danger to the public, 
they are frequently left in situ to provide 
habitat for many small creatures.

Lindsay Griffin
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Good Neighbours Group
Pub Lunch Club
The Pub Lunch Club is for anyone living in or 
connected with the Hilltop Villages. It meets 
at 12.30pm on the second Wednesday of each 
month at the Full Moon.

Distinctly unstuffy, the Pub Lunch Club 
offers an opportunity to get to know some 
new faces, whether you are new to the 
villages or if you are just around during the 
middle of the day, maybe working from 
home and just fancy a break and a chat 
over a meal. If a lift is needed, this can be 
arranged. On offer is a two-course meal, 
plus tea or coffee for just £10. 
The next few dates for your diary are: 
Wednesdays, 10 February, 9 March and 13 
April. Booking should be made in advance 
by email or telephone contact number 
below. 

Superfast Broadband arrives at our  
village halls
A project to equip both Cholesbury Village 
Hall and St Leonards Parish Hall with new 
technology, led by the Good Neighbours 
Group, received a significant grant from 
Bucks County Council towards the end of 
last year. The funding has already been 
put to good use by both Halls to meet the 
21st century needs of the local community. 
Both are now equipped to provide hirers 
access to broadband operating at superfast 
speeds. Increasingly, hirers are looking 
to access the internet to ‘stream’ films 
and concerts, or project family photos 
and home movies at parties and wedding 
receptions. No doubt you will soon see the 
Halls promoting these new facilities as a 
new service to villagers. It is envisaged that, 
by marketing these features, the Halls will 
sustain and hopefully grow their income by 
out-competing other halls to attract hirers 
from further afield. 

Severe Weather Car Scheme
Up to mid-January the winter has been 
particularly mild, if a bit wet. In the event 
of late cold snaps, the scheme will continue 
to operate between 9am – 7pm until the 
end of March. Thanks to locals who have 
again volunteered to support the Car 
Scheme. The special telephone number to 
use to contact the scheme coordinators 
is: 0845 8 735 737 – so keep this number 
handy by the phone or, if out and about, on 
your mobile.

Further Information
If you would like to know more about 
or become a volunteer with the Good 
Neighbours Group go to www.cholesbury.
com and follow the link to Good 
Neighbours Group or contact Chris Brown, 
email: goodneighbours@cholesbury.com or 
phone 758890.
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The good news since the last update is 

that the final two of the four FTTC cabinets 

serving Cholesbury and Hawridge went live 

on 22 and 30 December. With this part of 

the project completed, over 500 properties 

in all four Hilltop villages (except for those 

on the Exchange Only Line, see below), 

plus those on the Cholesbury exchange in 

Bellingdon, Asheridge and some of those 

just over the border in Hertfordshire,  are 

now able to receive significantly faster and 

reliable broadband services. 

The final part of this project involves 
those connected to the Exchange Only 
Line (i.e. the 35 properties mostly in 

the Rays Hill/braziers end locality). Work 
is underway to install fibre cabling and 
it is currently anticipated FTTP superfast 
broadband will be available by June 2016. 
Regular updates by email are being sent 
out to keep EO subscribers updated. If 
you are connected by the EO Line but not 
included on the circulation list please get in 
touch (phone 758890). 

Information on how to check and 
interpret speeds and sign up for new FTTC 
broadband services is provided via the 
Latest News section of the SFBB page on 
www.cholesbury.com.  Independent advice 
on the availability and costs of broadband 
products can be found on http://consumers.
ofcom.org.uk/tv-radio/price-comparison.

Over 40 people attended a very 
successful broadband Workshop in 
December, aimed at increasing knowledge 
and providing advice on picking a 
broadband provider, signing up for new 
broadband services and getting the 
most from your broadband service and 

Broadband update
equipment. Given how well it was received 
we decided to re-run this workshop. So 
opposite you will find the billing for a 
further workshop.

If you live at Lanes End, which is on 
the Wendover exchange cab 13 or in The 
Vale and connected to Chesham exchange 
cab 11 you will be too far from the FTTC 
enabled cabinet to receive FTTC broadband. 
There is a further SFBB rollout, called the 
Superfast Exchange Programme. Further 
details on this are expected shortly. 

I would like to conclude by saying a 
few ‘thank yous’. First, to everyone who 
registered interest in getting SFBB back 
in 2013 and those who provided case 
studies illustrating why SFBB was essential 
for their businesses. Second, on behalf 
of those in Hawridge and Cholesbury, I 
want to express special appreciation to 
Christine Stott, who has spent much time 
tutoring the likes of BT Openreach and 
UK Power Networks in the legalities of 
wayleaves and for generously permitting 
them to dig trenches and build cabinets 
on Hawridge and Cholesbury Commons. 
Without her endeavours cutting through 
the bureaucracy of these organisations we 
would still be waiting for BT et al to dig 
themselves out of a morass of red tape. 
Third, though further activities remain to 
be pursued, I must acknowledge here the 
support from members of the Working 
Group, including a variety of tasks over the 
past two-and-a-half years. In particular Bill 
Ingram, who has provided much technical 
support and accompanied me on numerous 
meetings with BT Openreach, local site 
visits and worked on the organising and 
promoting of the broadband workshops. 

Chris Brown, 
SFBB Working Group

Broadband Workshop – Tuesday 23 

February, 7.30pm at Cholesbury Village Hall

After Superfast Broadband was 
delivered to Cholesbury exchange 
subscribers in the Buckland 

Common, St Leonards and Bellingdon areas, 
the superfast broadband Working group 
delivered two workshops at St Leonards 
Parish Hall in early December to advise 
potential users on how best to exploit FTTC 
delivered broadband’s potential in their 
own properties. The presentations were 
very well received by the audience as being 
very practical and enlightening, and the 
questions from those in attendance gave 
rise to further revealing facts.

Now that Superfast Broadband has 
been activated for the lines connected 
to the cabinets in Cholesbury and 
Hawridge, a further workshop has been 
organised and all interested local users are 
welcome to attend. If participants in the 
December workshops wish to seek further 
clarifications and ideas, they are welcome 
to come back for this one. 

The purpose of these workshops is 
to present guidance on using the new 
technology effectively as a productive 
tool and to enhance the delivery of online 
information and entertainment into your 
premises. The SfBb Group will explain 
how to ensure that you get the best value 
from your broadband provider. There will 
be discussion of what service levels you 
could get and what is best for your needs.  
Resolving faults, answering your questions 
and home networking will be covered. Even 
those furthest from the new cabinets with 
the more modest increases in speed should 
gain something from this workshop.

The principal presenter will be Paul 
Farrelly who lives in Ballinger and is a 
telecoms expert who communicates well 
with the uninitiated as well as consulting 
to the top rank manufacturers of the 
equipment.  He will be supported by 
members of the SfBb Group.

Bill Ingram 
On behalf of the Cholesbury Exchange 
Superfast Broadband Working Group

From here to infinity: the sequel

The first snowfall of the winter came on Sunday 17 January and our children were quick to 
make the most of it. Unfortunately it was gone by the next morning…
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When I was a boy, again…
Since I wrote some 

recollections of 

utilities in the 

villages, I’ve been 

encouraged to retell 

more tales of times 

gone by.

Having just returned from Chesham 
realising I’d forgotten one of the 
main shopping items I was supposed 

to buy for my wife, I knew I’d be in trouble! 
On the trip back again, I began thinking 
- what did we do when I was a boy? No 
‘ordinary’ people had a car, and only a bike 
if you were lucky. Even a bike ride down 
to Chesham, Wendover or Tring involved a 
hard and difficult climb back up a hill.

I came to the conclusion that perhaps 
life in the villages had not progressed as far 
as we think. In fact for anyone not mobile, 
it has definitely gone backwards. Although 

very basic, commodities tended to come to 
us when I was a boy!

Now we just have the wonderful Hawkes 
family who deliver newspapers and a 
number of groceries. When i was about 
ten, living in Buckland Common, Mr Dolling 
of Bellingdon and Ken Gomm delivered 
the papers: the News Chronicle and Bucks 
Examiner and for the children Beano, Eagle, 
Dandy and a small paper book containing 
stories by Enid Blyton. The sorting was 
undertaken in a Nissan Hut behind the 
Rose & Crown Pub (now the Horse and 
Hounds) in Buckland Common. The hut was 
also used by Ken Gomm as an upholstery 
workshop.  I was very proud to have a 
paper round, once I could carry them. The 
highlight of my week was my last call on a 
Saturday, to old Mrs Brown in Parrotts Lane 
- she always had a glass of home-made 
wine and a ‘Craven A’ cigarette waiting for 
me. Quite shocking by today’s standards, 
but it hasn’t done me any harm! 

Six-Row cottages: now Brown’s Rise

 There was a fine community spirit (and 
that has lasted until today!) - everyone 
pulled together to ensure the villages 
were kept supplied with what they needed 
without travelling anywhere.
We village lads were fascinated by the 

Ford V8 Pilot car Mr Dolling used to collect 
the papers: one of only a few vehicles 
used to serve the Hilltops. Mr Warren from 
Tring arrived in his baker’s van and went 
from house to house carrying his basket 
full of lovely fresh bread. I remember 
that lovely smell! Mr Rance the butcher 
came from Wendover every saturday and 
parked his van under the tall over-hanging 
hedge in Bottom Road, near the ‘Six Row’ 
cottages (now Brown’s Rise). Local flies 
and insects also enjoyed his visits: not the 

most hygienic way to sell meat, but we all 
survived – ‘Health and Safety’ regulations 
had yet to rear their ugly head!  Those who 
couldn’t walk to Bottom Road had their 
meat delivered from the van by bicycle – all 
very civilised really.

Paraffin also came by motor from 
Hampshire’s in Chesham and ‘Pop’ 
Nethercott‘s shop in Buckland Common, on 
the corner opposite the ‘ Six Row’, had a 
petrol pump. After the War, petrol was sold 
for 2s/1d (11p) per gallon and considered 
costly! The shop, called The Stores (now 
the Townsley’s home) had a stock of all the 
useful things people needed, like candles, 
soap and groceries. When rumour went 
around that something different was on 
sale at Nethercott’s, everyone rushed along 
to see what it was. After electricity arrived 
there were wonderful ice lollies: long and 
triangular in shape and came in strange 
colours. To eat them you used your thumb 
to push the ice up from the end. Very rarely 
ice creams made an appearance: they were 
round in shape and had a wax paper collar. 
‘Sherbet dabs’ too, with a stick of liquorish 
used to suck up the sherbet, often giving 
us a sore mouth through the effort - all 
wonderful treats!

A small supply of ‘Standard’ fireworks 
arrived at The Stores just before ‘Bonfire 
Night’.  The villagers gathered around the Nethercott’s StoresThe former Rose & Crown
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bonfire on Buckland Common and it was a 
happy and, for us young ones, very exciting 
evening. As it happened, the next summer 
my friend Steve Seabrook, who lived at 
Horseshoe Cottages, and I decided to relive 
the event as 5 November seem such a long 
time to wait! We lit our own fire in the dell 
holes and gorse bushes on the common – 
of course it became out of control and the 
whole common was alight very quickly. 
It burnt to a cinder and I was severely 
reprimanded by my father and given a 
meaningful clip round the ear!

At Christmas, housewives placed their 
names on a list at Nethercott’s to ensure 
their share of dried fruit, nuts and such like 
for puddings and cakes. The shop had lots 
of wooden drawers and Mrs Nethercott 
served goods from them with a scoop. Most 
of these items required coupons, saved 
up for months. A tremendous amount of 
work, imagination and thought went into 
Christmas fare and anything our mothers 
managed to produce, somehow or other, 
really was special. Christmas seemed to 
come around very slowly – a year seemed 
far longer then!

Another small shop, run by Fanny 
Brackley, sold sweets, probably home-made, 
from the Thatched Cottage in Parrotts Lane.  
As time went on a Post Office opened in 
Gilbert’s Hill on the site of the house now 
called Albas. ‘Pony’ Moore was the Post 
Master - not sure where his nick name 
originated but he was a huge man who had 
been in the RAF at Halton before becoming 
the postmaster. His wife though, was very 
tiny, as were his five daughters!
To keep us well, dr orme from Wendover 

arrived in a beautiful blue Armstrong 
Siddeley car and held surgery in a wooden 
annex behind Nurse Cole’s house on the left 
down Sandpit Hill. Nurse Cole was a plump, 
kindly lady and was never seen other than 
in her Nurse’s Uniform: a stiffly starched 
apron and wide brimmed hat

I was twelve in 1947 and the winter 
was particularly severe. The villages were 

often cut off in winter, when snow seemed 
to fall every year. To me it just made it 
more fun. One day after a particularly bad 
snowfall I was out with the other lads and 
we came across an MG Sports Car (named 
Bloody Mary on the bonnet), stuck fast in 
a snow drift in Jenkins lane. We set about 
digging it out and finding the key still in 
the ignition, one of the older lads started it 
up. We all jumped in and went for a hair-
raising trip as far as we could around the 
village, clinging on for dear life. Later that 
day, the owner turned up with a tractor 
intending to recover his car, only to find it 
missing! There was an outcry and the police 
were called. The car was found safe and 
unscathed near the old Rose & Crown.  no 
one found out how the car had moved!  

Oh, happy days……..

John Horn

BIG CAT RESPONSE! 
Following my disclosure in the last 
issue of Hilltop News about a sighting 
in Wendover Woods of a ‘huge black 
cat’ some years ago, a local dog walker 
has told me that, at about the same 
time (eight years ago) she was also 
convinced she saw the same – closer 
to home on Hawridge Common! She 
was reluctant to admit the sighting for 
fear of a cynical response – I, for one, 
have no doubt about the integrity of 
the two ladies in question. I wonder if 
there is anyone else reading this who 
may have seen the elusive beast, and 
been disinclined to tell? ...Ed
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by the Reverend 

David Burgess

I hope your New Year is going well. I don’t 

know if resolutions have featured in your 

thoughts for the months ahead, or how 

you handle the beginning of each year as 

an individual, but I’d be pretty sure that for 

each of us there’ll be markers at least that 

we’re starting to set out for the immediate 

future.

The church does this as well. As I write, 
the church on the Sunday after the 
Epiphany has just celebrated Jesus’ 

baptism. The story describes a new start 
in history and it’s a new start in the life of 
a young man, probably no older than his 
early thirties, beginning his ministry. What 
was the point of Jesus being baptized? 
It’s a fair question which elsewhere in the 
Gospels even John the Baptist raises before 
he finally agrees to perform the baptism.

I think there are four answers to that 
question in this very brief Gospel story. 
Jesus identifies with us; he’s identified by 
his Heavenly Father; he’s empowered by the 
Holy Spirit; and he’s sent out to fulfill his 
mission.

And then there’s us. We’ll have families 
in our community, families within our 
congregations, maybe we ourselves, who 
are experiencing other beginnings – 
perhaps with a radical overhaul of their 
lives. Some of these challenges will be good 
and positive and exciting, others will be far 
from that.
Where will god be in these experiences 

for these people or for us? Will we or they 
be able to look back at their baptism, or 
the experience of God at work in their lives 
through the Holy spirit? Will we or they 
be able to identify with Jesus as fellow-
children of his heavenly Father and ours?

Jesus’ coming into the world helps us to 
see God to be at work in everything and in 
everyone’s lives. God the creator hasn’t left 
us alone. He’s given us Jesus as saviour and 
the one with whom we identify.

May our churches’ new starts, and yours, 
and mine, be fulfilled in this New Year.

A New Start
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CHURCH	  SERVICES	  IN	  THE	  FOUR	  PARISHES:	  FEBRUARY	  AND	  MARCH	  2016	  

DATE	   DAY	   St	  John	  the	  Baptist	  
THE	  LEE	  

St	  Leonards	  
ST	  LEONARDS	  

St	  Laurence	  
CHOLESBURY	  

St	  Mary’s	  
HAWRIDGE	  

7	  Feb	   Sunday	  before	  Lent	   8.00	  am	  
10.00	  am	  

Holy	  Communion	  
All-‐Age	  Worship	  

at	  LCM	  

11.00	  am	   Parish	  Communion	  
w.	  Sunday	  School	  

9.30	  am	   Holy	  Communion	   9.30	  am	   Family	  Service	  

10	  Feb	   Ash	  Wednesday	   10.00	  am	   Holy	  Communion	   -‐	   -‐	   -‐	   -‐	   7.30	  pm	   Parish	  Communion	  

14	  Feb	   Lent	  1	   10.00	  am	   Parish	  Communion	  
	  

6.00	  pm	   Parish	  Communion	  
	  

10.00	  am	   Matins	  
	  

9.30	  am	   Holy	  Communion	  

21	  Feb	  
	  

Lent	  2	   10.00	  am	   Matins	   -‐	   Shared	  Parish	  
Communion	  at	  

Cholesbury	  

11.00	  am	   Parish	  Communion	  
	  

-‐	   Shared	  	  Parish	  
Communion	  

at	  Cholesbury	  
28	  Feb	   Lent	  3	   10.00	  am	   Parish	  Communion	   9.00	  am	   Breakfast	  Service	   9.00	  am	   Quiet	  Communion	   11.00	  am	   Parish	  Communion	  

6	  March	   Mothering	  Sunday	   8.00	  am	  
10.00	  am	  

Holy	  Communion	  
Mothering	  Sunday	  

Service	  	  

11.00	  am	   Mothering	  Sunday	  
Service	  

9.30	  am	   Mothering	  Sunday	  
Service	  

	  

9.30	  am	   Mothering	  Sunday	  
Service	  

13	  March	   Lent	  5	  
Passion	  Sunday	  

10.00	  am	   Holy	  Communion	   6.00	  pm	   Parish	  Communion	   10.00	  am	   Matins	   9.30	  am	   Holy	  Communion	  

20	  March	   Palm	  Sunday	   10.00	  am	   Matins	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

11.00	  am	   Shared	  Parish	  
Communion	  

-‐	   Shared	  Parish	  
Communion	  	  

at	  St	  Leonard’s	  

-‐	   Shared	  Parish	  
Communion	  	  

at	  St	  Leonard’s	  
21-‐25	  March	   Holy	  Week	   Wednesday	  

7.30	  pm	  
Compline	  

	  
Thursday	  
7.30	  pm	  

Joint	  Parish	  
Communion	  

Monday	  
7.30	  pm	  

Compline	  
	  

Tuesday	  
7.30	  pm	  

Compline	  
	  

25	  March	   Good	  Friday	   Midday	   Devotional	  Service	   10.00	  am	  
	  

10.30	  am	  

Sunday	  School	  	  
Easter	  Garden	  

Walk	  of	  Witness	  

11.45am	   Devotional	  Service	   -‐	   -‐	  

27	  March	  
	  

Easter	  Day	   10.00	  am	   Parish	  Communion	  
	  

9.00am	  
11.00	  

Holy	  Communion	  
Family	  Service	  

10.00	  am	   Parish	  Communion	  
	  

11.00	  am	  
5.00	  pm	  

Parish	  Communion	  
Easter	  Praise	  

	  
	  
Vicar	  and	  Rector	  	  
Revd.	  David	  Burgess	  
01494	  837315	  	  
The	  Vicarage,	  
The	  Lee	  	  
Great	  Missenden	  	  
HP16	  9LZ	  	  
d.burgess@clara.net	  	  

	  
	  
Parish	  Secretary	  	  
Peggy	  Sear	  
07724	  115200	  	  	  
peggysear@icloud.com	  

PARISH	  OFFICERS	  
	  

Churchwardens	  
The	  Lee	  	  
Trevor	  Pearce	  
01494	  837601	  
trevorm.pearce@hotmail.co.uk	  
	  
Rod	  Neal	  
01494	  837264	  
rodandjane.neal@googlemail.com	  

	  
	  
Churchwardens	  (cont)	  
Hawridge	  
Elizabeth	  Tomlin	  	  
01494	  758214	  
	  
Cholesbury	  
John	  Farmer	  	  
01494	  758715	  
jandb.farmer@btopenworld.com	  

	  
	  
Churchwardens	  	  (cont)	  
St	  Leonards	  
Mark	  Lane	  
01494-‐758238	  
markrtlane@hotmail.com	  
	  
James	  Nisbet	  
01296-‐624337	  
jamesnisbet@btinternet.com	  
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f r o m  t h e  r e g i s t e r s
HAWRIDGE

Funeral followed by Cremation
11 January 2016 - May Burn

with great enthusiasm and, at the Carol 
Service, Max Mainzer sang the first verse of 
‘Once in Royal David’s City’ before leading 
the procession of young children bearing 
candles down the aisle. It was a beautiful 
sound and an equally beautiful sight. Kevan 
Royle took the service and gave a brief but 
very strong talk which we all appreciated 
enormously.

st LeoNArDs

A t last the renewed and restored 
gold and white Altar Frontal together 
with the pulpit fall, burse and veil, are 
all in place. The needlework school 
in Wantage is the most fascinating 
place, if not slightly of another 
world, and we have 
learned a lot during 
our many visits. 
It is lovely that 
most of the original 
lamb pattée together with the cross and 
other embroidered pieces have all been 
completely re-worked where necessary  
and re-applied to the new fabric. Even  
the braid on the frontal has been taken 
from the original. We’re ready for the next 
100 years!

Our little church was filled with greenery 
and candles and Christmas was celebrated 
in true St Leonards style. The children 
enacted the age-old story of the Nativity 

The restored Altar Frontal

C h u r C h  m A t t e r s

It is with great reluctance that Pippa has had to resign her post as David’s Associate Priest 
in the Hilltop Villages. As many of you will know, Pippa had a recurrence of the cancer 

which caused her to withdraw some months ago and whereas the news there is good and 
mostly encouraging, sadly her eye condition which is now being treated is causing her 

great problems. As Pippa has received so many kind phone calls and emails, she has now 
requested that for any update, you contact either Ann Horn or Anne Butterworth. She has 
valued and will continue to value enormously the friendships she has made in the Hilltops.  

Enacting the Nativity

We were very fortunate to have the 
Hilltop Community Choir with us again 
for the Carol Service. Not only did their 
voices add considerably to the depth of 
the singing but they sang two carols for us 
– The Little Cradle Rocks and Silent night, 
which were beautifully arranged. Thank 
you all so much – it made the Carol Service 
very special.

It is always lovely to see old friends 
– particularly on Christmas morning – 
together with our regular congregation 
bringing with them their additional family 
and friends and it was good to have David 
with us - not just for the Midnight Service 
but for Christmas Day as well, before he 
finally returned home for a well-earned 
break!

Our Christmas Tea-Party was very well 
attended with Richard Charles setting the 
scene, as he has done now for several years. 
We really encourage you all to come and 
join us – particularly if you know of anyone 
who doesn’t get about very much. It’s a 
great point of contact and much enjoyed 
by those of us who come. We meet on 
the fourth Wednesday of each month and 
the next tea-party is on 24 February and 
again on 23 March. Do ring either Anne 
Lake (01296 620169) or Anne Butterworth 
(758700) to find out more.

I visited Betty Floyd in January. Betty 
was a regular at the Teas and the Pub 
Lunches until she moved with her family 
to Midsomer Norton last April. She is 
thoroughly enjoying life in Somerset and 
goes once a week to an Age UK lunch 
in the village. However, she assured me 
it was nothing like lunch at the pub in 
St Leonards! She was in great form and 
sends her love to everybody. Among other 
things we discussed was the filming of 
‘War and Peace’. Betty assured me she had 
read the book three times from cover to 
cover - should we all do this to ensure we 
are as lively as Betty at ninety two! – Anne 
Butterworth      

Breakfast has started again. Do come 
and join us for a very short service with a 
delicious breakfast beforehand at 9am on 
Sundays 28 February and 27 March. You 
don’t need to have children in tow to come 
- we welcome quite a lot of grown-ups on 
their own as well!

There was a most generous response to 
a Grapevine message from a number of 
you willing to take Rita Timberlake to see 
her husband, John, at present in a Nursing 
Home in Chorleywood. There are one or 
two elderly residents in the area who would 
also appreciate an occasional visit or a lift 
into Chesham to shop or see their Doctor. If 
you feel you could help in any way, please 
contact Anne Butterworth (758700).

Don’t forget Mothering Sunday on 6 
March. There will be posies for children to 
give to their mothers and grandmothers 
and small candles to be lit in memory of 
mothers no longer with us.

Fast forward to Easter – on Maundy 
Thursday the Joint Parish Communion is 
to be at St Leonards at 7.30pm. On Good 
Friday, 26 March, we will be holding the 
Easter Garden Service for the children at 
10am followed by the Walk of Witness to 



32 Hilltop News Hilltop News 33

Cholesbury, where there will be a simple 
Devotional Service at 11.45am. On Easter 
Sunday, 27 March we have a Communion 
Service at 9am and our usual Family Easter 
Service at 11am with an all-age Easter Egg 
Hunt! We would love to see you and any 
family and friends who might be staying 
with you for the weekend. 

ChoLesBurY

the Queen 
reached a landmark 
when, in September, 
she became our 
longest reigning 
monarch. In 
recognition, we 
have a delightful new kneeler, following 
the Jubilee design, beautifully stitched by 
Paddy Thomas. 

Liz Green has stepped down as PCC 
secretary as she prepares for her year 
as Master of the Worshipful Company 
of Framework Knitters. This is a Livery 
Company which can trace its origins 
as far back as 1589 and it is a great 
honour to be appointed Master. We are 
most grateful to Liz, who has reliably 
maintained comprehensive records of 
Church matters; has ensured our many 
helpers are thanked and has filtered a 
great deal of correspondence from the 

Diocese. Fortunately, Liz remains a member 
of the PCC and will continue to develop 
our activities. Maggie Carruthers, already a 
member of the PCC, has kindly accepted the 
role of Secretary.

Rosemary Pearce polished the brass in 
the church in time for the Carol Service and 
sue Williams arranged the greenery. little 
did we know that musical preparations this 
year would be fraught as many churches 
in the area had chosen 20 December for 
their own Carol Services. The Ridgeway 
singers, who traditionally lead our worship, 
were due to sing elsewhere but generously 
split their choir and half came to our little 
Church in Cholesbury with their Director, 
Richard Grylls. Louisa Haggerty joined the 
choir and sang the solo. Erica Klein from 
Aston Hill skilfully played our organ for the 
first time. We are most grateful that dave 
Clarke has such a wide circle of musical 
friends. The readings of the Christmas story 
were loud and clear and Tom mulled the 
wine. Thank you to all who contributed 
and filled the church. A special thanks to 
Ivor Cornish for stepping in while Pippa was 
unwell.

The next day we sang carols around 
the village on a mild night with a bright, 
almost full, moon. Starting in Parrotts Lane, 
we journeyed to the Windmill with several 
stops. Wherever we sang we were met by 
generous hosts. Hannah and Fay Pearce had 
both worked in the Middle East recently 

Elektra the moose!

and must have reflected on three kings ‘of 
orient are’. We collected £121.60 for PACT 
and drank more mulled wine!

The Four-Churches’ Christmas card had 
a picture designed by Chloe, a pupil at 
Hawridge and Cholesbury School. Thank 
you to the many children who gave us 
pictures and to the teachers for their 
support.

We are holding our Annual Quiz on 
Saturday 27 February and Sandy and 
David are already working on questions 
to intrigue and puzzle. We will serve a hot 
supper and leave you to bring your own 
wine and nibbles. The Quiz will be in St 
Leonards Parish Hall at 7 pm for a 7.30 start 
with tables of eight. Tickets are available 
from John Farmer (758715) and Liz Green 
(758035) at £12 per head.

On Mothering Sunday, 6 March, posies 
will be given out at our Family Service 
where mums and children are especially 
welcome. On Easter Day we will celebrate 
with Parish Communion at 10am. Details 
of other Easter services will appear on our 
Easter Card, including our regular Walk of 
Witness on Good Friday.

hAwriDge

C hristmas, of 
course, is a busy time 
for all our churches and 
St Mary’s started early 
with our Christmas Gift Fair at Cholesbury 
Village Hall on Friday 27 and Saturday 28 
November. Thank you to everyone who 
helped make this event such a success, 
either by helping or by turning up to buy 
from our array of stalls. Our massive moose 
made two further outings at the school 
Christmas Fair and also the wonderful 

Our new royal kneeler

Carols in Cholesbury 

Festive Food Fayre and we almost ran out 
of ideas for potential names! The first name 
pulled out of the hat on 13th December 
was ‘Elektra’ which had been chosen by 
Paula Angell -  a very worthy winner as 
Paula is always a very generous donor of 
plants, eggs and goodies at our various 
fund-raisers. We delivered elektra to her 
new home that day and she looked very 
happy indeed, although not quite sure 
what Malcolm thinks!
  

The Christmas Hamper was won by Sara 
Gough, who correctly answered that only 
one wedding took place at St. Mary’s this 
year. It would have been lovely to have had 
more - as indeed many people thought we 
had! - but only Claire and Jean-Paul tied 
the knot there this year on a warm and 
sunny day back in July. Very many thanks 
to all who donated to the hamper - Sara 
and Clive were suitably thrilled! They 
kindly offered the Panto tickets back to be 
redrawn, and I’m told Mark Verney and 
grandma enjoyed Cinderella almost as 
much as Toby and Jemima! Our Christmas 
fundraising raised just over £825.
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Our Carol Singing on 22 December at 
the Full Moon saw a very good turnout 
and marvellous participation from pub 
regulars too - who became more vocal as 
the evening drew on! Special thanks to Sue 
and Clive Carey who accompanied us and 
also provided the words to all and sundry: 
a great evening and a lovely way to raise 
£103.73 for Save the Children.  Thank you, 
Sam and Richard, for having us and for 
feeding us with mince pies.
Christmas Eve saw the Church even more 
full than last year - if that is possible - and 
our traditional Carol Service marked the 
real start to Christmas for many.  

We were delighted to have the opportunity 
of thanking a band of loyal helpers and 
supporters at Hawridge Court whilst 
enjoying mulled wine and canapés 
generously provided by Emma and Neil 
Clifford. Our three raffle ticket sellers 
- Helena van Hullen and Georgie and 
Harriet Beeby - left no stone unturned 
while doubling last year’s total and helped 

us raise £600 for the evening, which 
the Cliffords generously matched. What 
a fantastic way to bring our busy year 
of fundraising to a close. Thank you to 
everyone who has helped, bought, donated 
and supported - our fundraising relies on 
the goodwill of a vast number of people 
and we really do appreciate your continued 
support. 

Our first service of the year was fittingly 
‘short and sharp’ although our 10-Minute 
Service has now been extended to 15 
to give the opportunity to finish with a 
rousing song. Many thanks to those who 
attended – this really is a great way to ‘dip 
your toe in the water’ if you can’t commit 
to weekly services, so we hope to keep 
these up at odd occasions during the year.

Eric and Carys Gadsden (in conjunction 
with the Horticultural Society) are kindly 
opening up their garden for a tour of their 
vast snowdrop collection and this year 
have chosen to do so in aid of St. Mary’s. 
The planned date is Sunday 14 February 
from 11am to 1pm, although this could 
be subject to change if we experience (yet 
more) inclement weather. If you are not 
on Grapevine and would like to be kept 
informed please phone 757059. 

On Easter day we celebrate with Holy 
Communion at 11am and a service of Easter 
Praise at 5pm. For all other Easter services, 
please see the Rota on the centre pages as 
well as the enclosed Easter Card.

VILLAGE CAROLS

As well as the carol singing around 
other parts of the Hilltops 
mentioned in the Church reports, 

villagers of all ages met on Buckland 
Common just before Christmas. Organised 
again by Shelagh England, the evening 
was supported by many generous people. 
Richard Charles provided music, a portable 
log fire and a gazebo to shelter the pop-
up pub, soup, mulled wine and mince 
pies supplied by other villagers. A super 
turn-out and atmosphere demonstrated 
what a fantastic community we have in the 
villages. Although not a fund-raising event, 
over £200 was raised and shared between 
the St Francis Hospice at Berkhamsted and 
the Chesham Food Bank.  

TEA PARTIES
You’ve got to be really, really old to come.  
Wrong! – you can be any age if you enjoy 
a cup of tea and a chance to chat with a 
great group of people all of whom live 
locally.

You need to be able to get to the Church 
Room in St Leonards under your own 
steam. Wrong! – we are delighted to come 
and collect you and take you home: in 
fact a lot of people come in this way. You 
just have to ring either Anne Lake (01296 
620169) or Anne Butterworth (758700) and 
it can easily be arranged.

You can’t eat scones or delicious cakes. No 
problem! - we cater for every sort of diet!

You won’t know anyone. Wrong! – you will 
know a lot of people with similar interests 
and problems before you go home!

You don’t like coming out in horrible 
weather. Don’t worry! – the Church Room 
is really cosy and very welcoming. You can 
be dropped off almost at the door!

What do you talk about? Everything! - 
but not the weather – nor even religion! 
Possibly our lives; our families; our interests; 
your life; your family and your interests. 
Books you might have read; your garden; 
your friends; how we can help you in any 
way to make your life more interesting - 
or maybe how you can make ours more 
interesting! You may have a little or a lot to 
offer...

We welcome you to join us – on the fourth 
Wednesday of the month at 3pm in the 
Church Room at St Leonards.
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There are other cycles which follow 
longer periods, such as the cockchafer. 
Also known as a maybug, it usually 

takes between three and five years to 
complete its metamorphosis from grub 
(larva) to adult (imago). But there are 
longer cycles still. The European eel which, 
typically is born in the Sargasso Sea, 
takes around 300 days to migrate back 
to European waters. It seeks freshwater 
inlets and moves inland to lakes and rivers 
where the eel stays for between five and 
twenty years before making the return 
journey to his original birthplace in order to 
reproduce. 

But this time period is not even close 
to some of the longest lifecycles. An 
interesting example is illustrated by some 
wood-boring beetles which infest ultra-
slow-growing trees in highland Scotland. 
Though they had been observed frequently 
in the wild, little was known about the 
habits of such beetles. This was largely due 
to the extraordinary length of the beetle’s 
lifecycle. Until recently it had defeated 
even the most dedicated of entomologists.  
Eventually this mystery was resolved by 
some smart detective work following 
the discovery of the beetles emerging 
from rustic furniture made from these 
temperature-stunted trees. By surveying 

HILLTOP NEWS NATURE NOTES

The animated punctuation mark that 
does not eat shoots and leaves.*

* With grateful acknowledgement to Lynne Truss, who coined the original

the timber taken from a 40 year-old birch 
bookcase, out of which the beetles had 
emerged, it was found from counting 
the number of tree rings, the section of 
wood examined can be matched with a 
particular year range. In this case the larva 
had hatched from eggs 11 years before the 
timber was harvested. So the lifecycle of 
this particular wood-boring beetle took 51 
(40+11) years. 

Occasionally the behaviour of animals 
can confound our normal expectations. 
Take this example which I was lucky enough 
to observe. On a much warmer than usual 
Christmas Day just after midday, I saw what 
at first looked like a medium-sized garden 
bird flying in a haphazard manner round 
and round the garden. It was not a bird but 
quite a large bat, possibly a Natterer’s bat 
or one of the varieties of long-eared bats. 
Bats are one of three UK mammals that 
hibernate, the others being the hedgehog 
and the dormouse. Like the other two, bats 
are nocturnal in habit. Hibernation is an 
adaptive behavioural wired into the genetic 
make-up to enable survival during periods 
of harsh weather when food is in shorter 
supply.  So what accounts for these counter-
intuitive observations? 
Well, it turns out that a zoologist 

carried out research on this phenomenon 

in 1985. He reported that 
although daylight flying during 
winter months is very unusual, it is 
a pattern of activity which has been 
observed under very specific climatic and 
ecological conditions. Firstly, emergence 
of bats in daytime only occurs on very 
warm days, which also creates a population 
explosion of small insects. Under these 
conditions the bats wake from their normal 
state of torpor. Once awake they need to 
feed to survive and as the gain of energy 
derived from feeding on the insects during 
the warmest part of the day outweighs 
the expenditure of energy needed for 
their foraging expedition, this has become 
an inbuilt response when such climatic 
conditions occur. This inbuilt response may 
have lain dormant in bats’ genetic makeup 
since the much warmer climatic conditions 
which persisted before the last Ice Age, 
over 100,000 years ago, when bats were 
not confined to night-time flying. Perhaps 
now the earth is subject to warmer winter 
temperatures within a period of climate 
change, this time driven by human activity, 
more unusual events will be observed, 
which echo a previous time when the 
planet’s climate was warmer.

Most of the time, in order to experience 
‘nature in the raw’, at least a modicum of 
risk-taking is required venturing out into 
the unkempt local wilderness which we 
know as the Chilterns. Back in October 
2004 I penned a Nature Notes for Hilltop 
news on the topic of Whose House is it 
Anyway? This explored how your house and 
its contents provide an ideal habitat for a 
whole variety of creatures which seek out 
a niche in which to thrive. Since 2004 there 
has been a technological revolution in 
domestic equipment and services, not least 
driven by the availability of broadband. 
No mention was made in the earlier 
article concerning creatures invading one’s 
technology, so the opportunity was laid on 
a plate for me to rectify this following an 
interesting discovery shown to me by my 

We are conditioned to expect most wildlife to behave in a predictable way. The dawn chorus 

is an example of a behavioural pattern which repeats on a daily basis. At longer timescales we 

revel in noting the recurrence of annual happenings. For example, recording when we hear 

the first cuckoo, in these parts around the third week of April, or the appearance in the chalk 

streams for just a single day of the year the ephemeral mayfly.

daughter recently. 
Whilst reading an article 
on her iPad, she suddenly noticed that 
what appeared to be a comma was 
slowly edging across the screen. Closer 
examination revealed the comma had legs 
and was in fact a miniscule creature. 

The insect was a thrip or thunderbug. 
Normally these gregarious animals can 
resemble a cluster of iron filings. They are 
typically found beneath leaves feeding 
from the sap of a plant or inhabiting 
flowers, feeding on pollen. Others are 
predatory and voraciously hunt out even 
smaller creatures. The tablet, or under 
the face of it, provides a warm, dry and 
therefore attractive place for thrips 
and presumably several other minute 
arthropods to find refuge. For them it’s no 
different from any other crevice in which 
to hold up temporarily. For the benefit 
of anyone encountering thrips in their 
tablet or phone, the following might be 
helpful. The advice, according to several 
contributions found on Ipad users forum 
pages, if your tablet is invaded, is to resist 
the urge to squash the bugs. Instead, 
remain calm and observe the thrips to see 
if they migrates off the screen area. If not, 
open as many applications as possible, as 
this sets the internal fans to maximise a 
cooling effect, which should encourage the 
thrips to move away from the screen.

  
That’s all for this time. Back numbers 

of my Nature Notes can be found on the 
Cholesbury.com website. Questions or 
comments welcome as always. chrsbrown@
rayshill.com 
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An application has 

been submitted to 

convert another of 

our village pubs into 

private housing (at 

what would certainly 

be a handsome profit) should planning 

consent ultimately be received. Meanwhile, 

our three surviving free houses are 

flourishing, with two of them under fairly 

fresh management or ownership. Also on 

a positive note, the latest financial results 

from the British Beer and Pub Association 

show that the number of free houses is 

still steady at around 20,000 for the past 25 

years, and their profitability is improving. 

As I have said before, it is the tied trade 

model of the pub companies and breweries 

that is failing and not the hospitality 

delivered by free houses.

Samantha Pyne and Richard Oldfield, 
along with Louis and Charlotte in the 
kitchen, remain in charge at the now 

free house the Full Moon. The newfound 
stability has brought welcome quality to 
the atmosphere there. Upgrading the 
kitchen has been on-going with the walls 
and floor renewed in January.

Valentine’s Day is on a Sunday this year, 
and all the places for a romantic meal 
at the Full Moon need to be booked in 
advance. Over the Easter weekend, there 
will be a festival of ales, live music and a 
barbeque if weather is kind enough. After 
auditioning a clever quiz mistress, the Full 
Moon will introduce regular monthly quiz 
nights – probably on a Wednesday.

The Old Swan will also have a special 
Valentine’s Day menu with reservations a 
must. Otherwise, the new mid winter menu 
was introduced in late January. Guest ales 
from Rebellion Brewery in Marlow are 
going to feature from now through Easter 
at least. The first one will be Roundhead 
followed by Lion Heart in March.

The appeals to reverse the planning 
decision and enforcement notice regarding 
the change of use of the White Lion from 
public house to residential use will be 
determined at a Public Inquiry to be held at 
the offices of the Chiltern District Council in 
Amersham. It opens at 10am on 11 May, and 
three days have been reserved should that 
much time be required. A public inquiry is 
much like a judicial proceeding with both 
sides being represented by barristers and 
witnesses subjected to cross-examination 
under oath by the opposing side.

Pub news
Mr Martin Stone has submitted a 

planning application with respect to the 
future use of land where the Rose and 
Crown now stands in Hawridge. He would 
like to demolish the public house and build 
six residential units in two attached blocks 
of three, each having three bedrooms.  

The Cholesbury cum St Leonards Parish 
Council Planning Committee met in January 
to decide its position with respect to this 
application. Its decision was to write an 
objection to the District Council. Their 
strongest point in terms of planning 
regulation is that it violates the prohibition 
of new building on Green Belt land. They 
also encouraged the decision makers to 
take a critical look at a report submitted by 
the applicant in which it has been asserted 
that the Rose and Crown is not a viable 
business trading as a public house with 
dining facilities.

Other interesting points raised during 
the meeting, which was attended by 
Mr Stone and some 20 members of the 
public, included the possibility that parts 
of the building may be old and of historic 
interest, that there may be protected bats 
in residence, medieval artefacts on site 
and the present sewage and electricity 
infrastructure may not be able to cope with 
six residences.

Bill Ingram

GUARDIANS of the 
CHILTERNS
In our previous issue we introduced the 
Chiltern Society’s Planning Group and 
its team of volunteer Planning Field 
Officers (PFOs), who scrutinise planning 
applications in their local area with a 
view to protecting the natural beauty 
of the countryside.

The article gave a wrong contact 
telephone number. So anyone unable 
to contact Michael Jepson for further 
details about what being a PFO entails, 
may try again on 01494 837602.
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Last November the villagers, who have 
had their post delivered for many 
years by faithful Frank Butler, came 

together to give him a proper farewell 
party on his retirement. It wasn’t difficult 
to decide how to celebrate his loyal service 
to the village: a Cholesbury 
Village Hall Tea seemed most 
appropriate, as Frank always 
attended village teas and 
nearly always came back for 
seconds!
We asked for contributions 

of cakes, buns, cupcakes, etc. 
and the most amazing array 
of goodies appeared on the 
day, including a wonderful 
Postman Pat cake made by 
Alison lorimer. We were able 
to send many people away 
with ‘goody bags’ of cake at 
the end of the afternoon. 
Grateful thanks to everyone 
who baked for the occasion.

It was a very successful 
afternoon with a full hall of 

Postman Frank’s Tea Party

families with ages ranging from 6 months 
to 87 years, who came to show their 
affection for Frank and share memories of 
his time serving the village. Joan Barnard 
said a splendid ‘few words’ to thank Frank 
and give us all a chance to sing ‘for he’s a 

jolly good fellow’.
We all wish frank and 

Angela a busy and happy 
retirement.

Liz Firth and Paddy 
Thomas

…and thanks from Frank

A very big thank you to 
everyone involved with 
organizing the cream 
teas and to all those who 
attended the event. Your 
cards, gifts and kind words 
were greatly appreciated. 
Over the past 26 years it 
has been a pleasure to be 
your postman. Thank you 
again for such a wonderful 
send-off.
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HILLTOP VILLAGES 
COMMUNITY CHOIR 
Did you know that singing is good for 
your health and that singing in a group 
is even better for you? If you have 
watched Gareth Malone and his choirs 
you will have seen the confidence-
boosting exhilaration that community 
singing brings. So make the New Year 
the time to try a new hobby that not 
only makes you healthier but also 
increases the joy in your life.

The Hilltop Villages Community Choir 
meets on Wednesdays  in term time, 
at Cholesbury Village Hall from 7:45-
9:15pm. £4 a session or £15 for the  
half term of 5 weeks. 

Open to all and we welcome new 
members anytime. Contact Nicola Leat 
on 758784, email  
nicola.leat@yahoo.com.

FILM EVENINGS 
For the second half of this winter’s 
season we are starting a little 
differently, showing films known 
as ‘shorts’. They too will ‘make you 
think,’ which is our idea. They will 
be shown in the Church Room at St 
Leonards on Thursday 4 February from 
7.30pm with coffee and chat during 
the intermission. We shall finish with a 
showing of ‘The Theory of Everything’, 
for which there have been awards 
galore. The date for this is Thursday 
10 March. It will be accompanied by 
popcorn as usual at the end of the 
season

The Church Room will be warm, well-lit 
car parking is available and there is no 
charge... 

Gill Fleckney (758895).

he



44 Hilltop News Hilltop News 45

Congratulations to Gill Riley from Buckland 

Common on being awarded an OBE for 

services to the Construction Industry. Here, 

Gill tells Hilltop News about her special day…

Wow! I confess I was somewhat 
overwhelmed when I received an 
official letter from the Cabinet 

Office indicating that I was to receive an 
OBE in the Queen’s Birthday Honours in 
June. My very first thought was of how 
proud my Mum would be, and my second 
thought – seriously – was to wonder 
whether someone was perhaps playing 
some sort of trick on me!

The whole family kept the news a secret 
(not the easiest thing with four children) 
until the list was published and I was really 
touched by the number of extremely kind 
and personal letters of congratulations I 
received –  some from people I didn’t know 
at all.

I and three guests were summoned to 
Windsor Castle on 8 december and with six 
weeks’ notice, I had to find something to 
wear. Eventually I bought a dress and a hat 
but I was not entirely comfortable with it 
and the day before the important event I 
panicked – I knew I didn’t want to appear 

in it! So, the hunt was on: fate was on my 
side and with a huge amount of effort by 
various other people, I found a new outfit 
and hat and was ready to go.
With four children,  deciding who was to 

come to Windsor Castle with me was going 
to be a problem, so I wrote and asked if 
it would be possible to have three more 
tickets. To my delight these were sent to me 
two weeks before the event.
We spent the night before in an hotel in 

Windsor. on the morning all we girls had 
our hair done and having got changed, 
Craig and I set off for the Castle with my 
mother and our four children. Rosco was 
somewhat put out at having to wear a very 
smart suit as he said he would prefer his 
rugby shirt! It was really special for me – 
and quite unusual - to be able to have the 
entire family present.

Having driven up the long walk we 
found ourselves surrounded by armed 
guards and a host of gentlemen in full 
regalia. I was whisked away to join the 
other twelve people who had also received 
an award. I’m not sure exactly what I was 
expecting but I wasn’t quite prepared for 
the very formal situation I found myself in 
as we were all told what to do (and what 
not to do).  It was most interesting to talk to 

some of the others and to hear what they 
had done to merit an obe. We were offered 
water and fruit juice to calm our nerves!

As I was about to go in I could see 
Prince William, who was deputising for the 
Queen, as well as all my family and I confess 
I was momentarily overcome. A very kind 
gentleman in uniform said a few soothing 
words and told me to keep calm and carry 
on. I tried – but it wasn’t easy, I can assure 
you! 
Prince William was completely charming 

and didn’t seem remotely fazed by my lack 
of composure. He asked me what it was 
like being a woman in construction and 
about my business and I spoke to him about 
his children. We established that his son, 
George, was a big Peppa fan. I told him 
that my daughter, Harley, had done the 
voice of Peppa Pig for the last nine years.  
He was amazed and delighted and asked 
me if Harley was there, at which point he 
looked up and waved to the family on the 
other side of the room. This caused some 

consternation to the very official officer 
at the Prince’s elbow, who was giving him 
the relevant information as each person 
went up to receive their award.  There was 
hushed laughter -.and I was still in tears!
We asked if we could have our photo 

taken as soon as possible as we had to get 
back to the Beacon School for Rosco to 
play in a ‘most important rugby match’. We 
managed both in good time. In the evening 
we all went to the Gavroche to celebrate 
and even Michel Roux Junior himself came 
out of his kitchen to congratulate me.    

There has been a short video made and 
when I rang up to find out about it, the 
lady on the other end of the phone said 
that they had all been in tears with me and 
that they had never seen anything like it 
before - what a day!

PS   I discovered that our children now 
qualify to be married in the Chapel of The 
Order of the British Empire in St Paul’s 
Cathedral – so sadly when the time comes 
we may not be in St Leonards!

The Riley family at the Castle, from the left: Taylor, Olivia, Gill, Craig, Harley and Rosco

Royal Honour for Gill
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CURVACEOUS COOK

Easily my favourite foods of Christmas were the salted caramel sauce and cappuccino pavlova (separately!) 
from Nigella, and the New Year’s Eve roast rib of traditional Hereford beef from Hazeldene Farm with home 
grown horseradish sauce. If you are like me, spring is a time for cutting back on the rich stuff and looking for 

satisfying but lighter food.

I was lucky enough to be given a bag of beetroots, straight out of the ground in the new year, and I made 
this recipe, the idea for which came from an Italian vegetarian hotel restaurant, Country House Montali. It 

could be a light lunch with some warm chunky bread, or a very pretty starter.

Carpaccio of beetroot for two

1 biggish fresh beetroot, cooked to just tender. I wrapped in foil and added a slug of orange juice, and 
baked in the bottom of the aga for two hours, but a microwave would have been much quicker!

2 tbs approx. lemon or orange juice. I love orange with beetroot, so that is what I used.

Handful of walnuts

1 tbs chopped parsley

salt and pepper

2 slices soft goats cheese

handful of rocket

Peel and slice the beetroot really thinly. If you have a mandolin, that is perfect, or maybe a cheese slice or 
just a really sharp knife. You should be able almost to see through it.

Lay these slices on two plates, fanning them out so they cover it.

Drizzle with the juice and lots of freshly ground black pepper.

Lay on the rocket, and dot blobs of the cheese all over it.

Sprinkle with the walnuts.

You could also splash a little olive oil on top, but it doesn’t need it.

I hated beetroot as a child, but now love it, especially raw in salads. I grow it just to use the small leaves 
in salads and then at the end of the year I have the beets in white sauce. I hope you enjoy it, especially as 

most shops and stalls sell fresh beetroot these days.

Lulu Stephen: bellingdonm@hotmail.com
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Dear Diary

February 2016

4th Film Evening – St Leonards Church Room – 7.30pm

5th Local History Group – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm

7th  HCCPs Conservation group Working Party – 9.30am-12.30pm

10th Pub Lunch Club – The Full Moon – 12.30pm

15th  Wi – st leonards Parish Hall – 8pm

21st  HCCPs Conservation group Working Party – 9.30am-12.30pm

22nd Parish Council Meeting – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm

23rd  broadband Workshop – Cholesbury Village Hall – 7.30pm

24th Tea Party – St Leonards Church Room – 3pm

27th Spring Quiz – St Leonards Parish Hall 

March 2016

4th Local History Group – Cholesbury Village Hall – 8pm

6th  HCCPs Conservation group Working Party – 9.30am-12.30pm

9th Pub Lunch Club – The Full Moon – 12.30pm

10th Film Evening – St Leonards Church Room – 7.30pm

20th  HCCPs Conservation group Working Party – 9.30am-12.30pm

21st Parish Council Meeting – Cholesbury Village Hall – 8pm

21st  Wi – st leonards Parish Hall – 8pm

23rd Tea Party – St Leonards Church Room – 3pm

April 2016

1st Local History Group – Cholesbury Village Hall – 8pm

3rd  HCCPs Conservation group Working Party – 9.30am-12.30pm

13th Pub Lunch Club – The Full Moon – 12.30pm

17th  HCCPs Conservation group Working Party – 9.30am-12.30pm

V V V

100 Club 
winners 

St Leonards Parish Hall

January 2016
£15.00 Mrs H Burgess-Biggerstaff, Hastoe

£15.00  Mrs A Pemberton,  
Buckland Common

New Members always welcome, please 
contact the Treasurer, Richard Leat  
on 758784.

Cholesbury Village Hall

December  2015
£25 Bunny Popple, Hastoe, 

£15 Brigid Farmer, Buckland Common,

£10 Thomas, Cholesbury.

January  2016
£15 Teresa Cameron, Buckland Common,  
£15  Graham Swallow,  

Buckland Common.

If you would like to join our new  
100 Club, please contact  
Brigid Farmer on 758715,  
or email brigid.farmer@gmail.com

V V V
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Hilltop News

We welcome all news, letters and 
articles which are of general interest and 
relevance to the Hilltop Villages. Material 
for inclusion in the April/May edition 
should be sent to Graham Lincoln or Anne 
Butterworth (Church Matters) by 11 March 
latest. Please note that photos sent online 
must be at least 2,500 x 1,750 pixels in size.
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grahamlnc@aol.com
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Anne Butterworth  758700   
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Advertising
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Michael Spark 758882   
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Printer 
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funded by advertising.
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