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Two events in June provided plenty of 

family fun: one traditional, the other taking 

place for the first time. Both demonstrated 

the hard work and generosity which have 

become second nature to our Hilltop 

villagers. 

The cold spring relented just in time 
for the annual St Leonards Parish 
Hall Fete. For a pleasant change we 

enjoyed blue skies and warm sunshine, 
which helped bring in more visitors and see 
record profits. 

The Village Picnic, organized by the 
Commons Preservation Society, proved 
very popular and the HCCPS hope to work 
together again with the Cricket Club and 
other local groups to hold similar events 
in the future. It was a splendid example of 
how, with the help of many members of 
our community, we were able to provide a 
simple, enjoyable, low cost event for people 
of all ages.

Also in the busy month of June, 
generosity from guests at Ruby’s Barn 
Dance helped raise fantastic funds, which 
were directed to St Mary’s Church and 
Ruby’s Charity.

Fuller accounts of these events are in  
this issue…

Front cover Plenty 
to dance about 
at the annual St 
Leonards fete, with 
record takings on a 
sunny day.

Community spirit rises again

Also in this issue…

•   The Waltons: stalwarts of the community

•   Tan adds another medal to her collection

•   John Phimester remembered

•   Superfast broadband makes further 
progress

Plus our regular features…

•   Chris Brown finds nature’s facts stranger 
than fiction

•   Our Curvaceous Cook serves up an 
aubergine salad

…plus all the news from our churches, 
school, pubs, clubs, councils and societies.

Even Madam Erina, the Fortune Teller, could 
not have predicted the overwhelming success 
of the St Leonards Fete!
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THE PARISH COUNCIL
At the Annual Parish Meeting held on 18 

May I reported the Council’s main activities 

for the year 2014/2015, which I set out 

below for your information…

Planning
We received 36 applications from Chiltern 
District Council (CDC) and we responded as 
appropriate. 

We positively supported the application 
for housing on the J & L coach depot in 
Taylors Lane which originally contained 
housing. CDC has given outline consent for 
three houses.

We strongly objected to the application 
for change of use of the White Lion from 
a pub to a house. Our response reflected 
the views expressed by over 80 people 
attending each of our two meetings at 
which the proposals were discussed. CDC 
Planning Committee, at its meeting on 30 
April, refused consent for change of use. 
CDC has served an enforcement notice 
upon the owners requiring them to cease 
the unauthorised use of the premises.

We notified CDC of a number of 
instances of alleged breaches of planning 
control. Some issues have been resolved. 
We continue to urge CDC to resolve those 
which remain outstanding.

Successful actions have been taken to 
resolve issues connected with footpaths.

Highways
The Council and the Clerk, Hayley Lewis, 
spend much time encouraging Bucks CC to 
improve the poor condition of our roads.
The maintenance issues which caused the 
flooding at Sandpit Hill were resolved in 
September last year after 12 months of  
inaction by BCC.

The repair works to the Vale, which were 
abandoned in January, were completed in 
June as a result of continued pressure at a 
high level by the Council.

We have been informed by BCC that the 

Vale and Oak Lane will be surface dressed 
‘shortly’.

Defibrillator
Mainly funded by the Council, this has 
been fixed to Cholesbury Village Hall and is 
operational.

Mobile Vehicle Activation Sign (MVAS)
The Council has arranged to borrow a sign 
in an attempt to reduce the number of 
vehicles exceeding the speed limit in the 
Parish. We anticipate that it will be installed 
in September in one location and moved 
to two other locations over a two month 
period.

Superfast Broadband
As a result of an initiative by the Council 
led by Chris Brown, it is hoped that this will 
be available during the coming months. 
Chris gives a fuller account elsewhere in 
Hilltop News.

Allotments and the Green
All allotments are now let and we hope 
that holders have bumper crops this year.
The mowing of the Green is undertaken by 
Nigel Blomfield and Philip Matthews on a 

voluntary basis. Mowing of the top part is 
left until the many species of wild flowers 
have set seed and the bottom part is done 
as necessary.

Millennium seat
The seat on the site of the old bus 
shelter neat the cricket pavilion has been 
refurbished by John Horn. The Council is 
grateful to the Cricket Club for mowing 
around it.

Council meetings
A list of our meetings is posted on notice 
boards and cholesbury.com. They are 
all public meetings and open to all. 
Please come along and see what your 
representatives do on your behalf.

John Allen, Chairman

•  •  •

The Parish Council, as usual, will not meet 

in August and, while I enjoy my summer 

holiday with my family, your first point of 

contact will be the Chairman.

Highways
I won’t shock you by breaking the habit 
of talking about highways first. However, 
I will diverge from ‘normality’ by talking 
positively about the state of The Vale! Just 
days before the Women’s Tour of Britain 
came through, work that the Parish Council 
had been petitioning for, for months, was 
eventually completed and the surface is 
much improved. Many other repairs are 
planned throughout the parish, but a 
current lack of resources is slowing the 
‘ticking off’ of the ‘to-do’ list.

Website
Due to the increasing amount of 
information that the Parish Council is 
expected to publish on-line in the future, 
it has been decided that we will move on 
from ‘piggy-backing’ on the Cholesbury.
com site, which Steve Clark has kindly let 
us do in the past, and move to running our 

own website. Keep an eye out for its launch 
and please take a look!

Postbox
Sadly, the old Victorian postbox at Buckland 
Common was stolen and has been replaced 
by a modern version. The Parish Council 
did enquire with Royal Mail about the 
possibility of having a reproduction postbox 
instead, but this was not to be.

Active Bucks
The new Active Bucks project aspires to 
help all Bucks residents lead happier, 
healthier lives. Too few of us are doing 
enough physical activity to benefit our 
health. This means we are missing out 
on all the other benefits being active can 
bring, such as reducing our risk of disease 
and disability, becoming more independent, 
connecting with our communities, and 
improving our mental wellbeing. 

The Active Bucks project will support 
more people to get more active, more 
often. You don’t need to take up a sport or 
join a gym; any activity which makes you 
breathe faster and feel warmer,  (cont.) 
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THE COUNTY COUNCIL
By early August we 

anticipate that the 

House of Commons 

Select Committee will 

have delivered their 

recommendation on 

a tunnel through the 

Chilterns AONB.  Having 

been out twice on the bus with the 

Committee, from Kings Ash to Coombe Hill 

and Amersham to Wendover, the integrity 

of the local community in preparing succinct 

but excellent presentations and the clarity in 

making important points was outstanding.  

This has really been a team effort. The 
montage showing the train passing 
Chapel Farm, Hyde Lane, the walk 

through Mantles Wood, the disruption 
to South Heath, the viaducts below Kings 
Ash and the disturbance to Wendover are 
just some of the places where the reality 
of HS2 would be horrendous. That said, 
the congestion on the local road network, 
the number of businesses that would be 
inaccessible, the emergency services, the 
difficulty of school runs and the disruption 
to our everyday lives would be immense.  
We all know of the delays on the A413 
during recent roadworks and there is no 
discussion yet about that! 

Buckinghamshire business is currently 
securing foreign investment at levels only 
bettered in London. High value projects 
procured by local companies mean the 
county is leading the way in jobs growth 
and has one of the lowest levels of 
claimants. Year on year high value projects 
are finding their way to Bucks, whilst we 
have the highest proportion of businesses 
in the UK with fewer than five (75%) and 
fewer than 10 (86%) employees.  

Silverstone, the biggest single annual 

visitor event in the UK, highlights the 
Bucks businesses that drive technological 
change within British high-performance 
manufacturing. The county claims the 
highest qualified residents in the country 
with 95% holding NVQ1 and above, one 
third of residents hold a degree level 
qualification and only 13% employed in 
the public sector, the lowest in Britain! 
Our education system offers young people 
such excellent career prospects. You may 
have watched the recent TV programme on 
Grammar schools: we are unique in Bucks in 
giving every child the opportunity of taking 
the 11+. 

I have been out and about at a number of 
wonderful summer events including the 
really excellent fete at St Leonards. The 
number of visitors to the Chilterns has been 
striking this year with huge numbers of 
youngsters using our footpaths with the 
Duke of Edinburgh Scheme, the Women’s 
Tour of Britain which concluded in the 
Chilterns and the sheer number of walkers 
and cyclists. I understand that 31,000 
people in Bucks work in the tourism sector: 
something we made sure wasn’t lost on the 
HS2 Select Committee. 

May I wish everyone a very enjoyable 
summer, and every success to our 
youngsters awaiting their results in August. 

Please let me know if I can raise your 
concerns with officers at County Hall. 

Tricia Birchley  
pbirchley@buckscc.gov.uk, 01296 621138 

even activities such as gardening and 
housework, make a great contribution to 
your daily activity levels.

Complete the survey at www.buckscc.
gov.uk/activebucks by 31 August 2015 and 
you will have the chance of winning £200 of 
shopping vouchers.

And finally, a plea from the  
Alzheimer’s Society…
Could you volunteer for 
our Buckinghamshire 
Befriending Scheme to 
help support people with 
dementia? The Alzheimer’s 
Society provides support 
to people affected by 
dementia. Sadly, we know 
that a number of people in 
the local community do not 
receive any support, simply 
because they do not realise 
that there is specialist help 
available to them.

We already have some 
wonderful volunteers 
who support people with 
dementia by helping at our 
Activity Cafés in Aylesbury 
and Chesham, our Dementia 
Cafes in Buckingham and 
Iver and Singing for the Brain® groups in 
Aylesbury, Beaconsfield and Buckingham. 
We are now looking for more people to 
volunteer their time and get involved in our 
befriending service.

Our trained befrienders provide 
companionship and are matched with 
people depending on their personality and 
common interests. With the support of 
befrienders, people with dementia are able 
to continue to do things they love.
Volunteer befrienders can help in various 
ways. They may take part in a walking 
group, gardening, bowling or other activity, 
telephone someone for a chat or may 
prefer to visit someone in their home.
If you would like to know more about 

Your councillors are:

John Allen, Chairman: 758095

Nigel Blomfield, 758314

Chris Brown, 758890

Philip Matthews, 758205

John Minting, 758206

Francis Sanger, 758767

Judith Joseph: 758702

the role of a befriending volunteer 
please contact the Befriending Manager 
Buckinghamshire on 01296 331722 or email 
bucksbefriending@alzheimers.org.uk

Hayley Lewis, Clerk to the Council, 758843, 
email parishclerk.ccslpc@gmail.com

Smooth ride up The Vale!
Thanks to Sarah Humphreys for sending us 
this picture of the Aviva Women’s Cycle Tour 
on Sunday 21 June. Let’s hope next time they 
come further up The Vale past the Hilltop 
Villages: then we might get more of our roads 
re-surfaced!
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NEIGHBOURHOOD 
WATCH

Thames Valley Alert 
(on behalf of Thames 
Valley Police) sends 

out messages via email. 
A recent notice warns of 

an increase in thefts from 
motor vehicles, especially of power tools 
and gardening equipment from commercial 
vehicles. There have also been messages 
about bank and credit card fraud, online 
loan fraud, where advance fees are asked 
for, and wine fraud where wine may be in 
stock but is of significantly cheaper quality 
than the inflated price being quoted. If it 
seems too good to be true, it probably is.  

If you believe you have been a victim of 
fraud you can report it online  
www.actionfraud.police.uk/report_fraud or 
by telephone 0300 123 2040.

Chesham Neighbourhood Police team 
hold ‘Have Your Say’ meetings on the first 
Wednesday of every month between 11am 
and 1pm in Chesham Town Centre.

CHOLESBURY-CUM-ST 
LEONARDS W.I.

The ugly side of the edible dormouse 
– this is the title of the talk by Roger 
Trout, to be given at our September 

meeting. Roger has spent many years 
monitoring this non-native species (aka the 
glis glis) and it should be a most interesting 
evening, to which all are welcome and we 
look forward to a full hall on Monday 21 
September, starting at 8pm. There is a very 
small visitors’ fee of just 50p. 

Meanwhile, the summer months have 
been busy with WI Centenary Events, 
including a visit to Buckingham Palace for 
a Garden Party, attendance at the National 
AGM held at the Albert Hall (and a trip for 
some on the same day to High Wycombe 
to watch the proceedings by video link), 
and our own celebratory event held at St 
Leonards Parish Hall on Sunday 19 July. 

At our June meeting we heard the 
‘Secret History of Nursery Rhymes’. Many 
rhymes reflect actual events in history and 
were used to spread subversive messages, 
among other things. July 20 was our 36th 
Birthday meeting and August is a Social 
Meeting. For more details about this please 
contact me.

Shirley Blomfield (758314)

Aylesbury’s Waterside Theatre for Key 
Stage 2 children. The first was part of a 
national initiative to encourage child-led 
citizenship projects called Go-Givers. The 
‘Make a Difference’ project had many local 
schools getting together to view different 
presentations by the children. Both Year 5’s 
video on ‘Litter and its effect on animals’ 
and Year 6’s excellent presentation on ‘How 
to save the Bees’ were considered to be 
of a very high standard. Year 6 returned 
to school to continue work on their Bee 
Garden. The second visit was for some 
of the children with a passion for science 
to attend the Primary Big Bang@Bucks 
conference hosted throughout the day by 
Jonny Ball. 

Finally, the children have been rehearsing 
for the end of school year production. 
Songs from The Rocky Monster Show - a 
combination of the Addams family, Young 
Frankenstein, Phantom of the Opera and 
The Rocky Horror Show - have been echoing 
round the school hall! If this is as successful 
as previous shows it will be a fitting end to 
a busy and successful school year. 

By the time you read this the children will 

be enjoying their summer holiday. With the 

number of school trips, events and visitors 

in this last term it is likely that the staff will 

also enjoy the break!

An educational organisation which 
encourages outdoor learning, Forest 
Schools, has been heavily involved 

with us over the last term. It has taken 
Year 1 into the school grounds - whatever 
the weather - for regular morning sessions 
learning about the environment and what 
is around them. Year 3 were also involved 
with a Stone Age picnic, with their own 
camp fire. With the success of this initiative, 
it is likely to continue next year. 

Two classes from Key Stage 1 visited 
a Synagogue and then came back via 
Hawridge Church to give them the 
opportunity to compare two religious 
places of worship. Meanwhile, Year 6 were 
invited to a workshop and special service in 
High Wycombe organised by the Diocesan 
Schools on the theme of ‘Love is...’ 

Sports Day was extended to Fit4Fun 
week and was blessed with good weather 
for the children to participate in morning 
‘Wake and Shake’ fitness sessions, two 
afternoons of cricket coaching with 
Hawridge & Cholesbury CC, dance sessions, 
football and netball tournaments, martial 
arts training and yoga sessions. In between, 
they learnt about the benefits of eating 
healthily. 

Whilst staff were busy organising these 
events some of the parents were working 
hard on the school float for the Chesham 
Carnival. The theme was ‘Countries’ and 
Brazil was chosen. The hard work obviously 
paid off as the school was awarded ‘Best 
School Float’. 

There were two end-of-term visits to 

HAWRIDGE AND CHOLESBURY C OF E SCHOOL
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HAWRIDGE & 
CHOLESBURY  
CRICKET CLUB
Mixed fortunes 
The Saturday League 
Team had a promising 
start to the new 
season in the Mid 
Bucks First Division, 
winning four of the 
first six matches, losing 
the other two by just 
a few runs. Since then, 
a combination of bad 
weather, unavailability and injuries to key 
players has resulted in no more victories.  

Good batting has again come from 
Mohammed Rifai, who is averaging 48. 
Unfortunately his best knock of 106 was 
nullified by the weather, with the game 
against Prestwood being abandoned due 
to heavy rain. Matt Rutt has batted steadily, 
with Steve White coming on strong in the 
most recent matches. Bowling honours so far 
this season have gone to Amir Akram, with 
11 wickets and James Cath with 8.

Sunday Friendly cricket has also been 
affected by weather. Of the matches played, 
four wins and five losses have left honours 
fairly even.  

In the annual Cobra Cup match, H&C won 
the cup back from VCC (otherwise known as 
the “Currymen”), with a resounding victory. 
Without doubt, the highlight of the game 
and of the season so far, was James Cath’s 
remarkable bowling performance, which 
wrecked the Currymen’s innings. James took 
the last 4 wickets of the innings in successive 
balls, two bowled and two caught behind 
by Brian Ralphs, to end with an analysis of 
5 wickets for 7 runs. In reply, the father and 
son duo of Digger Reading (35 not out) and 
Charlie Barker (27 not out) helped knock off 
the required 89 runs, for a 7 wicket win.  

Colts
Colts cricket has been extremely busy in May, 
June and July, when all the main league 
matches were played. Poor weather resulted 

Keep that ball! Four wickets on the trot for 
James Cath

Back to the pavilion after another good game

LincoLn Landscaping

Garden Maintenance
   Fencing • Patios

Ponds • Water Features

07917 475957
nicklincoln@hotmail.com

in many matches having to be rescheduled, 
causing nightmares for groundsman Phil 
Wright. But he has survived!

Congratulations to Sarah Timmins, who 
has now played a number of games for Bucks 
Girls, with some distinction. Clearly a star of 
the future!

Village picnic
This event, a joint effort with the Commons 
Preservation Society, was a great success. 
Around 200 picnickers, young cricketers, a 
wonderful live band,  bouncy castle, Bren 
Mason’s burger stall and more, made for a 
wonderful day, blessed by good weather - 
definitely an event to be repeated. 

All news, photos and more can be 
found on the club website, which is 
hawridgeandcholesbury.hitscricket.com. 
The club also has a Facebook Page and 
Twitter Account.

Brian Ralphs
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CHOLESBURY cum 
ST LEONARDS 
HORTICULTURAL 
SOCIETY 
I look at old magazines for ideas for these 

reports and I came across this from an 

article by Alan Titchmarsh…

‘I suppose it is symptomatic of the way 

we live today that we want everything 

to perform to our every whim. But as 

gardeners we should be more sympathetic 

to the timely ways of nature and learn to 

use them to our advantage...The tableau of 

the year is a pleasure that remains  

ever fresh’.

We would do well to heed this. The 
article itself was on the fleeting 
beauty of some plants which, as a 

result, may cause some people not to grow 
them, and the desire for plants that do well 
all year. I for one would not be without my 
paeonies or delphiniums. Paeonies do very 
well as cut flowers, lasting many weeks. 

The Society visited Uphill on 18 June. Uphill 
used to be kennels years ago. Bob and 
Leigh then moved in and transformed it 
into a lovely place. The courtyard gardens 
are a mix of roses and grasses with other 
perennials intertwined. The Ceramic 
Garden lived up to its name – sinks, loos, 
basins all filled with succulents. There were 
plenty of quirky sculptures dotted around 
and with the background noise of the 
hens, geese and guinea fowl it made for a 
lovely evening. Bob and Leigh have made a 
brilliant job of making a beautiful garden. 
The charity of their choice, Cancer Research, 
will receive £200. Thanks to everyone who 
attended the evening and to Bob and Leigh 
for opening the garden (and thanks to 
Roseann for writing this visit report). 

Members braved the M25 to visit two 
stunning gardens in West Sussex on a 
gloriously sunny day in June. Wakehurst 
Place is managed by the Royal Botanic 
Gardens, Kew and is home to the 
Millennium Seed Bank, which has the 
largest plant conservation programme in 
the world. Seeds from 80 countries are 
processed and conserved as an insurance 
against the risk of extinction in their native 
habitat. Their target is to conserve 25% 
of the world’s wild plant species by 2020 
and we were tempted to adopt a seed. 
We were fascinated to watch scientists at 
work processing and storing the labelled 
and dated seeds at sub-zero temperatures 
below ground level. The extensive, 
landscaped grounds were beautifully 
maintained and we enjoyed wandering 
through formal gardens, water gardens  
full of irises and primulas and along 
wooded valleys.  

The afternoon was spent at Nymans, 
the National Trust property which featured 
in ‘British Gardens in Time’ on BBC TV 
earlier this year, where the partly ruined 
gothic family home and stunning flower 
arrangements from an earlier flower 
festival were still on display. We were 
delighted when a passing visitor gave us 
an impromptu rendition of Clair de lune 
on the grand piano – the National Trust 
is much more relaxed these days! The 
beautiful gardens were much admired, 
especially the wonderful rose garden which 
was full of scent and no sign of the dreaded 
blackspot! Tracking down a new plant for 
our gardens and the temptation of a cream 
tea rounded off a thoroughly rewarding 
day. (Thanks to Diana Mills for writing this 
report and organising the trip).

In the garden the weather has not been 
kind. A warm dry April was followed by 
a cold wet May and temperatures did 
not really recover until June, when rain 
was again an issue (the lack of it).  Keep 
deadheading all flowers to ensure continual 

flowering. The lack of rain may also be 
causing those plants which like a moist 
situation stress – water these at the first 
signs (usually wilting) but not before as 
shrubs, in particular, may be surviving on a 
good root system. Any newly planted trees 
and shrubs should, however, be watered 
regularly before showing signs of needing it. 

An update on the wool slug pellets – 
generally a success – the hostas are looking 
good, a few holes but not the decimation 
seen previously. They were not cheap, 
however, and I seemed to need a lot of 
them. Now to devise a way of making  
my own! 

The decision to reduce the size of some 
shrubs has paid off.  One paeony has 
flowered for the first time in a long time 
and I am looking forward to displays from 
the annuals planted in the newly exposed 
soil. Further reductions are taking place 
following flowering and the lonicera 
(planted to provide structure especially in 

the winter) are being regularly trimmed. 
Lastly a reminder: it’s that time of year 

again. The Annual Show is on Saturday 
5 September. Entries to Roseann Vince, 
11 Sandpit Hill Cottages, Cholesbury by 
Wednesday 2 September. Schedules are 
available from Diana Garner,  
montana@cholesbury.net or paper copies 
from Roseann.

Happy gardening, Sarah Tricks
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HAWRIDGE & 
CHOLESBURY 
COMMONS 
PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY
Calendar 2016
I already have some lovely images for next 
year’s calendar but we still need more. 
This year we have decided to have a prize 
for the photo chosen for the front cover. 
This needs to be in portrait format. Others 
for inclusion are better in landscape. The 
subject matter can be anything that is on 
or near to the Commons and all need to 
be taken on a camera, since those taken 
on a mobile phone are not in high enough 
resolution. The calendar is a lovely way to 
share your good photos and helps provide 
us with necessary funds – send photos to 
lindsaygriffin@yahoo.co.uk.

Subscriptions
We will be chasing up subs soon, but 
you can help by paying beforehand. 
Alternatively, you may pay by cheque, 
made payable to HCCPS (£10 per adult - 2 
subscriptions will include all the children 
in the family) to our treasurer, Ben Lewis, 
7 Sandpit Hill Cottages, Cholesbury Lane, 
Cholesbury HP23 6NF (758843). Ben can 
also provide you with an email form if you 
would prefer to pay by Standing Order. 
He can be contacted by email on lewis.
cholesbury@gmail.com. Donations are, of 
course, always welcome.

Faster broadband
… and relocation of electricity cables 
underground. Our thanks to Christine Stott 
and Chris Brown, who have been doing a 
great deal of work to make these happen, 
despite all the bureaucratic frustrations. 

Summer work
Our thanks are also due to all of those 
who continue to work during the summer 
to keep the paths open and to Richard 

Bysouth, who has just repainted the duck 
sign, which will soon be back by the pond.

Village picnic
This was a really fun family event. We are 
grateful to Philip Matthews for providing 
his marquee; to the Berkhamsted Ukelele 
Random Players (BURP) who played for us; 
to Saj from Bouncies 4 All who provided 
the Bungee Run (which was great for adults 
and kids alike) and a Bouncy Castle free of 
charge; to Peter Hopkinson for fetching 
and carrying; to H &C School for lending us 
play equipment; to HCCPS committee and 
volunteers who did a great deal behind 
the scenes; to Sarah Tricks and Isobel Clark 
for organising the Geocaching trail and 
providing help and training. (Note: the 
geocaching trail is still in situ, so you can 
have a go at it any time. I am sure that 
Sarah or Isobel would still help if you are 
stuck). Finally, many thanks to the Cricket 
Club for their superb catering, help in 
clearing up and the use of their facilities. 

Our main reason for holding the event 
was to encourage more people to use 
the Commons for fun and we had hoped 
to hold mini events to show some of the 
amazing diversity of insects, plants and 
pond-life on the Commons. Unfortunately, 
after the cold, mainly dry spell there were 
few butterflies around and the dewpond 
was very low, so we were hampered in our 
attempts. Hopefully, next time!

We were also interested to see what 
local people know about the Commons and 
issued a quiz. Only Windsor Thomas got 
all the answers right - well done, Windsor! 
Below is a selection of the questions and we 
have made it multiple choice to help you. 
You can find the answers on page 56 and 
much more information on our website:  
hawridgeandcholesburycommons.org by 
following the links to the Local Heritage 
Study.

Lindsay Griffin

HCCPS Quiz questions
(Answers on page 56)

1.  How big are Hawridge and Cholesbury 
Commons combined?
a) 105 acres, b) 115 acres, c) 202 acres

2.   Who owns them?
a) Parish Council, b) Christine Stott, c) the 
Commoners

3.  When were the two commons first 
purchased together?
a) 1899, b) 1492, c) 1650

4.  Why is there black plastic in Pallett’s 
Pond?
a) to keep the ducks off,  b) to kill off the 
New Zealand Pygmy Weed, c) somebody 
dumped it there

5.  What event is marked by the Obelisk on 
the boundary of Hawridge and Cholesbury?
a) Death of King George V, b) Queen 
Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee, c) King Edward 
VII’s coronation

6.  Why does the Millennium Bench by the 
Cricket Ground have 6 sides?
a) that’s how the sculptor liked it, b) to 
mark the 6 years of World War II, c) to mark 
the furthest 6 hit from the cricket pitch in 
2000
7.  What did the Millennium Bench replace?
a) a bus shelter, b) an air-raid shelter, c) old 
stocks

8.  What do the 3 Pudding Stones 
commemorate?
a) Queen Elizabeth’s 80th Birthday, b) 
Queen Elizabeth’s Golden Jubilee, c) Queen 
Elizabeth’s Diamond Jubilee

9.  What colour is the HCCPS tractor? 
a) blue, b) grey, c) red

10.  What would the Commons be like if 
HCCPS didn’t do any work?
a) covered in scrub/trees, b) covered in 
grass, c) a mixture of trees and grass 

Fun for all at the village picnic.
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Last Christmas I went to the Christmas 

Fayre at St Mary’s Church in Hawridge and 

bought some Christmas Stars in the ‘Be a 

Star: Buy a Star’ prize draw.

Just after Christmas I was told I had 
won first prize and had the choice of 
an open top car ride, a tractor ride or a 

trip in a horse-drawn carriage.
Between us, my husband Malcolm and 

I decided to go with the horse-drawn 
carriage as we were both celebrating our 
70th birthdays in May/July and have never 
experienced this before. So on the 29 May 
we took the ride around Dancers End near 
Tring.

We were met by Jo Jameson and the 
team at Drayton Beauchamp and at the 
yard we met the two dapple grey ponies 
who would take us on our drive. Jo 
suggested that we put on the hi-viz jackets 
and hat with a blanket around my legs 

Our Star prize …
because it could be cold. Malcolm stood on 
the step at the back of the carriage.

After setting off from the stables we 
went towards the A41, stopping the traffic 
when we crossed over the roundabout and 
headed down the hill, past the Crows Nest, 
turning to Halton then left in to Dancers 
End. As we went along this road the sun 
came out, shining on the new leaves and 
bluebells. We travelled at a steady pace 
through the lanes meeting traffic coming 
the other way, with everyone slowing 
down and waving at us. When we were 
in Dancers End we took the lane to Tring 
which comes out by the old people’s home, 
then back to the roundabout on the A41.

We had a lovely time and would do this 
again.

Diane Brackley

Many thanks to Jo for providing this 
wonderful prize. Please visit her website 
www.jamesonsweddingcarriages.co.uk.

Buy a leaf on a 
Memory Tree 
A new Memory Tree has been unveiled 
at the Hospice of St Francis, made up of 
450 autumnal coloured leaves that can 
be dedicated to a special person who 
has died. For a minimum donation of 
£120, each leaf will be engraved with 
the name of a loved one and, once 
dedicated, will remain in place for a 
year, at the end of which it can either 
be renewed or sent to its owners in a 
special keepsake box. Leaves can be 
purchased by anyone wishing to create 
a memorial, not just those touched by 
Hospice care. Application forms are 
available from 
the Hospice or 
by calling: 01442 
869555.
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LOCAL HISTORY 
GROUP
It was great to see the 

Local History Group’s 

membership increase 

to over 90 for the first 

time ever last season. 

This was also reflected 

by larger attendances of visitors at all 

meetings. The LHG Committee would like 

to thank everyone for their continued 

support over the past year.

For the most part this popularity is 
down to finding interesting speakers 
with entertaining and informative 

stories to tell. So hopefully we have come 
up with a quality selection of speakers and 
topics for the new season of talks starting 
in October. 

We kick off on Friday 2 October by 
welcoming back Paul Chamberlain, a 
scientist and expert on the Napoleonic 
era, whose talk has the intriguing title: 
‘Edward Jenner, Napoleon and Blossom the 
Cow’. This is not just an interesting subject 
but one of significant importance to our 
wellbeing today. The talk is at St Leonards 
Parish Hall and starts at 8.15 sharp with the 
Hall open from 8pm.

Other talks to look forward to during 
the season include: Waddesdon during 
WW1, Shackleton’s Antarctic expedition 
and Chilterns Commons.                       

For members and regular visitors we 
look forward to seeing you once again. If 
you are new to the area, have just not got 
around to coming along before, or for a 
while, why not attend one of our meetings, 
just £4 at the door?

Membership is good value at just £10 
for adults and free for those 16 years and 
under. There are eight evening meetings, 
normally on the first Friday of the month, 
plus a newsletter, other member events and 
access to our archive of photographs and 
other material documenting the history of 
the houses, people and events in the Hilltop 
Villages.  

Chris Brown (758890)  
email  localhistorygroup@cholesbury.com
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It was October 2013 when we started 

to campaign for improved broadband 

services. Time seems to have flown by so 

at last we can begin to anticipate Superfast 

Broadband (Sfbb) being installed over the 

next two to three months. First, though, 

important news about the unconnected 

but parallel upgrade from the ADSL to 

the ADSL2+ broadband service out of the 

Cholesbury exchange.

ADSL2+ broadband
Assuming that the switch over to ADSL2+ 
technology at the Cholesbury exchange 
takes place on 13th August, modest 
improvements to broadband speed and 
reliability at least may be available.

The current broadband service via 
the Cholesbury exchange is called ADSL. 
Though the theoretical maximum speed is 
8Mpbs, depending how far you live from 
the exchange, realistically the speed range 
is anything from less than 1 and up to 
6Mpbs and as we all know the service can 
be unreliable. With ADSL2+ the theoretical 
maximum speed increases significantly to 
24Mpbs, and actual speeds could range 
anywhere from say 2- 20Mpbs. For those 
further away from the exchange with 
broadband speeds at the lower end i.e. 
around 1-2Mbps, then the switch to ADSL2+ 
could still provide a modest but worthwhile 
improvement in speed. For those living 
nearer the exchange speeds might be in the 
range 8 to 16Mbps or more. Regardless of 
speed the reliability of the service should 
also improve for everyone.

In some cases broadband providers 
may automatically apply the new ADSL2+ 

Arriving fast: ADSL2+ and 
Superfast Broadband

service, but if you are not sure there are a 
few things you can do. Visit the superfast 
broadband page at www.cholesbury.com 
for advice on how to check your speed and 
find out if your ADSL2+ will improve your 
service. In the meantime one simple thing 
to do is to reboot your router. 

Please note not all ISPs will deliver the 
same performance level and some routers 
(modems) may not be configured to 
work efficiently with ADSL2+ broadband. 
Investing in a new ISP or router might be 
the answer.

Superfast broadband
This July-September quarter is when the 
main Superfast broadband installation 
has been scheduled  and we are told it is 
currently running to plan. 

A couple of months ago BT Openreach 
laid fibre through from Berkhamsted 
linking the area with the national Sfbb 
network. More recently they have been 
‘blowing’ fibre along ducting that runs 
beneath road verges to be connected 
up with the four Sfbb cabinets. You may 
have seen more than the usual number of 
BT vehicles in the area, some working at 

night. This work will continue until around 
the end of September, and may involve 
temporary road closures on some narrow 
sections. Meanwhile, electrical supply will 
be laid on to each of four distribution 
cabinets (DSLAMs).

As soon as a cabinet is connected to 
the fibre and power, laced into the copper 
cable supply to properties and tested, it 
will go live. At the moment the indications 
are that the Hawridge (and Bellingdon) 
cabinets will go live around mid-August: 
the cabinet at Cholesbury sometime 
between mid-August and mid-September 
and the Buckland Common/St Leonards 
cabinet probably early October. We have 
been warned that unforeseen issues can 
delay progress. For around 33 properties 
with ‘exchange only lines’ Sfbb is likely to 
become available around mid-January 2016. 
Updates on when Sfbb cabinets go live will 
be posted on the cholesbury.com website.

Not all ISPs will be able to offer superfast 
broadband, so signing up to Sfbb may 
mean choosing a new provider and a new 
router may also be required. We hope 
to be able to provide further advice and 
information on providers on the cholesbury.
com website in the near future.

ADSL2+ vs  Superfast broadband
There are pros and cons to consider when 
choosing between one or other broadband 
service, and for those furthest away from 
the exchange or their Sfbb cabinet neither 
option will be a “cure-all” solution that 
delivers fast broadband. Several factors 
influence the choice of service so it is too 
complex to go into detail here, but in 
summary three questions you should ask are: 

•   What will broadband be used for and 
hence what is the optimum broadband 
speed and bandwidth required?  

•   Based on where I live what are the 
average speeds available from ADSL2+ 
broadband and Sfbb? - The answer to this 
is largely determined by the length and 

condition of the copper cable from home 
to exchange (ADSL2+) or from home to 
Sfbb cabinet.

•   What are the costs of Sfbb and ADSL2+ 
broadband offered by the various ISPs, 
and consequently how much am I willing 
to pay? 

Soon after Sfbb has been installed we are 
looking to provide advice and tips to help 
you get the most from either the ADSL2+ 
and the superfast broadband options. In 
the meantime, if you have questions please 
get in touch with the Superfast Broadband 
Working Group. 

The Cholesbury Exchange Superfast 
Broadband Working Group

Visit the superfast broadband page at 
www.cholesbury.com.  If you have any 
questions you can contact the Working 
Group on 758890.
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Your local choir has been going from 

strength to strength for over two years. 

In that time, ably taught by our singing 

director Jenny Wright, we have learnt more 

than 30 songs, all sung ‘a cappella’ style. 

We sing songs that are familiar (to most 

of us!), but also songs that are new to us 

having been arranged or written by Jenny. 

Last Christmas we sang at the St Leonards 

Church Christmas Service and we have 

been asked to sing again there this year. 

Nine of our members have performed in 

the Albert Hall with the Really Big Chorus, 

singing The Armed Man by Karl Jenkins.

Here are some comments  
from the singers: 

“It’s not a serious evening, we 
can have a laugh and relax.”

“The range of songs is far 
reaching from different cultures, 
learning new words and language 
is challenging at times. I also love 
the fun songs.”

“Our singing teacher is inspirational. 
Looking forward to lots more new 
songs.”

“I really enjoy our choir. It has a very 
friendly, happy atmosphere and gives 
us the opportunity to meet others in 
the community that we might not meet 
otherwise. It’s great therapy! I never have 
any problems sleeping after choir! I also like 
the fact that everyone is welcome whether 
they can sing confidently or not.”

With over 20 people 
attending most weeks we 
make a good noise and 
if you would like to hear 
more of what we do and, 
even better, join in just 
come along to Cholesbury 
Village Hall on any 
Wednesday evening in term 
time. We start at 7:45 and 
finish at 9:15. £4 a session or 
£3 if paid each half-term in 
advance.

For more information please contact: 

Nicola Leat on 758784,  
email: nicola.leat@yahoo.com

or Diana Garner on 758347

or Janet Hopkinson on 759597

Hilltop Villages Community Choir

St Leonards Church presents the popular!

Jazz!
and Supper

Sat 7th November at St Leonards Parish Hall
7.30pm for 8pm
listen or dance to

Lou’s Sextet
BAR AND RAFFLE

Tickets £20 from: Ann 01494 758250

Good  
Neighbours 
Group
Pub Lunch Club

The Pub Lunch Club meets at  
12.30pm on the second Wednesday  
of each month.

Richard and Sam at the Full Moon 
welcomed us in June and did a great job 
looking after the Group with excellent 
menu choices and great service. On offer 
is a two-course meal, plus tea or coffee 
for just £10. The next few dates at the 
Full Moon are: Wednesdays 12 August, 9 
September and 14 October.

Lunches are available to anyone living 
in, or connected with the Hilltop Villages. 
Distinctly unstuffy, they are perfect for 
getting to know some new faces, whether 
you are new to the villages, work from 
home, or are just around during the 
middle of the day and fancy a break and 
a chat over a meal. They also provide an 
opportunity for those who might otherwise 
not find it easy to get to local social events. 
If a lift is needed this can be arranged.

Booking is made in advance by 
email or telephone to Chris Brown: 
goodneighbours@cholesbury.com or 
758890.

x
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Twin pillars of the community

When one moves to a new village, certain 

names soon become familiar, particularly 

of those who are active in the local 

community. When I moved here more than 

34 years ago, I soon heard of the Walton 

sisters ...ed

When Joan retired recently as 
churchwarden at St Mary’s, 
Hawridge after 17 years, it was 

time to acknowledge in Hilltop News the 
many voluntary services they have given to 
our community.

Margaret and Joan (and other sisters 
Marion and Violet) were born at Vale Farm, 
to Chistobel and Thomas Walton. Life on 
the farm was always very busy, it being 
a mixed farm of both dairy and arable. 
The family moved up the hill to Hawridge 
Common in 1942, when the girls were 
young children. They still live there today.

The girls attended the local school 

during wartime, which took in many 
evacuees as well as children from other local 
villages. The school at that time catered 
for pupils up to the school leaving age of 
14. On leaving school, Margaret went to 
Wycombe Technical School, doing a course 
in commercial studies, before embarking on 
a long career at Lloyds Bank. Joan followed 
to Dr. Challoner’s and a career at Amersham 
International liaising with companies 
worldwide. On behalf of the company, Joan 
accepted the Queen’s Award for Export and 
Technology from The Queen at Buckingham 
Palace. Joan later visited the Palace with 
a girl she helped achieve the Duke of 
Edinburgh Gold Award.

It was not long before Margaret and 
Joan became involved in Hilltop village life. 
Both have been instrumental in organizing 
the annual village fetes, including the very 
first Churches Fete, which took place under 
the banner of ‘Wings for Victory’. Charity 
work has always been foremost in their 

lives and Dr. Barnardo’s once had a branch 
at Cholesbury Village Hall.

Joan ran the local Sunday School and, 
from 1957, Brownies for 25 years. She took 
over from her father as a member of the 
local Parish Council in 1967; becoming vice 
chairman in 1971 and chairman two years 
later. Joan was also Hawridge & Cholesbury 
School Manager (now called Governor) for 
all of 30 years!

Joan chaired the first ever meeting of 
the Commons Preservation Society in 1967 
and was involved for many years. The 
Commons Registration Act of 1965 led to 
renewed interest in rights to the Commons 
and new legislation required registration 
of Common Land. As a result, interest in 
the preservation of our Commons was 
stimulated. The first job Joan had to do was 
register who had Common Rights. 

Up until her retirement in May this  
year, Joan was one of the churchwardens  
at Hawridge. Meanwhile, Margaret Margaret (left) and Joan Walton

had been Treasurer of St Mary’s for 40 
years. Since her retirement from Lloyds, 
Margaret has done voluntary work at the 
physiotherapy department of Amersham 
Hospital. She provided meals-on-wheels in 
Chesham for many years and also worked 
for the Save the Childrens Fund in Tring. 
Joan also did voluntary work in the tea bar 
at Amersham Hospital.

In more leisurely pursuits, Margaret and 
Joan like country dancing and taking part 
in the Hilltop Villages Community Choir. 
Living on the edge of Hawridge Common, 
they are inspired by the lovely countryside 
on their doorstep and have been regular 
walkers over the years. They are both 
members of the Tring U3A (The University 
of the Third Age) and make the most of the 
many activities the organization offers.

The Hilltop Villages have been fortunate 
to be home to two stalwarts who have 
given so much of their time for the benefit 
of others.
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CHOLESBURY 
WATERCOLOUR 
WORKSHOP
The Workshop will be holding its 
Annual Exhibition at Cholesbury Village 
Hall on Saturday 5 September from 
10am to 6pm.

Entrance is FREE and a percentage of 
sales will go to Iain Rennie Hospice.

All welcome. Tea and cakes will be 
available.

Anyone interested in joining The 
Workshop, which meets on

Thursday evenings at 7.15pm to 9.15pm 
can contact Ron Evens on 758446 or 
Rosemary Burch on 758246

You would be given a warm welcome!
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by the Reverend 

David Burgess

St Paul wrote: 

“When I was a 

child, I spoke like a 

child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like 

a child; when I became an adult I put an 

end to childish ways”. On the other hand, 

Jesus said, “Let the little children come 

to me, and do not hinder them, for the 

kingdom of heaven belongs to such  

as these.”

Both our church schools had their 
leavers’ services in July, and they 
were very special events. It’s always a 

privilege to lead acts of worship that mark 
the transitions that these young people are 
about to undergo, whether it’s the world 
of “big” school for our seven-year-olds or 
the wider picture of senior school and their 
first steps into adulthood for our eleven-
year-olds.

As well as the physical and the 
emotional, spiritual growth is also a key 
concept in the Christian church: hence 
Sunday schools, confirmation, study groups 
and so on. As Christian adults, we have a 
responsibility towards our children that 
extends beyond members of our own family. 

This means we have to take active steps 
towards spiritual maturity ourselves. We’ll 
be well on our way towards this, I think, if 
we observe three “don’ts” – and we’ll also 
be resolving what looks at first sight to be a 
discrepancy between Paul’s words and Jesus’.

Don’t get stuck. Children like comfortable 
surroundings; they’re happy with the 
familiar and the safe. But if they don’t 
branch out, experiment and adventure, 
they won’t grow and mature. 

Don’t play games. People who are 
otherwise full of common sense, 
intelligence, maturity and compassion 
sometimes leave those qualities behind 
when they come through the Church door. 
Others delight in the game of pulling faith 
apart until there’s nothing left – rather like 
a child who takes a toy so much to bits that 
it can’t be reassembled. 

Don’t forget what it’s like to be a child. 
Children set examples of trust, directness 
and knowledge that are unquestioning, 
and without any strings attached. That’s the 
example God wants us to follow. He wants 
us both to be childlike (without being 
childish) and to grow up.

The church needs people of mature faith 
to take it forward, and at the moment it’s 
something we lack. The most immature 
thing that anyone could do is to walk away 
from Paul’s words, saying that they don’t 
apply to them. None of us is fully spiritually 
mature: all of us have blind spots and areas 
that we need to work on. 

You’re never too old to grow up. Think 
about it: what would a more mature 
outlook on your faith do for you, for others 
around you, and for your relationship with 
God? Putting away childish things might 
not be easy, but the rewards are more than 
worth it – for the kingdom of Heaven will 
belong to you.

Why not give it a try?

Growing up
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f r o m  t h e  r e g i s t e r s

hAWriDge

on Sunday 3 May 
we held our first 
ever 10 Minute 

Service in the morning 
with our Cream Teas and 
Mini May Market in the 
afternoon - a busy day! 
We more than doubled 
our normal Sunday congregation and it was 
great to see some familiar faces who cannot 
always commit to Sunday worship. David’s 
sermon was short and thought-provoking 
and within the allotted time frame! News 
of this ‘first’ has reached churches in USA 
and Australia via social media!

Sunshine was followed by torrential 
rain at our Cream Teas, but it was a huge 

HAWRIDGE
Holy Matrimony

21 June 2015 - Johannes Willem Paulus Maria van Weert and Claire Bolton

ST LEONARDS
Burial

13 May 2015 - John Harold Phimester

CHOLESBURY
Holy Baptism

17 May 2015 - Eben George Hughes
30 May 2015 - Elizabeth Louise Tullia Harrison

success on both the tea front (thanks to Gill 
Newton) and also the produce stall, which 
sold out of fresh asparagus within minutes 
- kindly donated by parishioner, Richard 
Copas. A lot of people were involved in 
making this event a success by donating, 
helping or buying, so thank you all in 
helping us raise just over £1,000.

Philip and Hannah Matthews generously 
invited us to take part in a new fund-raiser 
‘Ruby’s Wellie Boot Barn Dance’, so 6 June 
saw over 250 locals dosey-doeing the night 
away in one of Philip’s barns. Everyone 
gave most generously to the raffle and an 
astonishing £6,600 was made which was 
split between St. Mary’s and ‘Ruby’s Charity’ 
(Yorkhill Children’s Foundation). It was 
quite a night!

This wonderfully generous opportunity 

ChoLesBUrY

eben Hughes 
was baptised 
on Sunday 

17 May and St 
Laurence was 
full of family and 
friends who came as 
witnesses as he was 
welcomed into the Church. A Bible reading 
from Eben’s grandmother emphasised the 
family’s commitment. His older brother 
Blake was baptised two years ago and 
he was able to take an active part in the 
ceremony. Blake went to the altar to light 
a candle for Eben and blew it out when 
asked.  As he returned to his pew, he was 
heard to say ‘Can I do it again’!

Philip and Katie Harrison moved to 
Buckland Common in 2013 and are one of 
a number of families with young children 

could not have been better timed as a 
huge lump of masonry fell from the Church 
ceiling one night necessitating emergency 
work to check the rest of the building to 
ensure that no other parts were in danger 
of doing the same. Luckily we were able to 
get the exploratory work done immediately 
and other small areas of the ceiling 
were removed where they were deemed 
unsafe. It was a huge relief knowing we 
had the funds available to carry out this 
unscheduled work!

Fortunately, Claire and Jean-Paul’s 
wedding did not necessitate David wearing 
a hard hat, but another problem presented 
itself with their planned route to Church 
being closed due to the Women’s Cycling 
Tour coming through Chesham and along 
The Vale. Well done Claire for actually 
managing to negotiate with the Race 
Director to let the wedding car through!  
Guests came from far and wide, with Jean-
Paul’s family from Holland, and friends 
from Australia, USA, Sweden and the UK. 
They wanted an ‘English wedding for 

Claire and Jean-Paul

Summer Solstice’ and that’s exactly what 
they got. Both Claire and Jean-Paul are 
regular worshippers at St. Mary’s and will 
continue to be so, so it was a great pleasure 
to welcome them to Hawridge Church on 
their wedding day.

The Patronal Summer Concert was on 
Friday 26 June when Iain Ledingham and 
two guest singers from The Royal Academy 
of Music, as well as Guy and Elizabeth, 
performed to a good-sized audience at the 
School. Our thanks to all who attended and 
those who helped with the catering. It was 
a wonderful evening.

Looking forward to Harvest time...
Harvest Market - Saturday 26 September – 
Cholesbury Village Hall, 10am – 1pm

Harvest Service - Sunday 27 September –  
St Mary’s, 11am

Harvest Supper & Auction – Sunday  
27 September – Cholesbury Village Hall, 
6pm: please phone 757059 for tickets.

C h U r C h  m A t t e r s
We celebrated David’s 25th Anniversary of Ordination on Sunday 28 June at The Lee. 
It was a wonderfully well attended and moving service led by Pippa, with Peter Louis 
administering Communion and Ivor giving a tribute. David himself gave the Sermon  

based on his last 25 years which was both amusing and serious as he talked about what 
Ministry and being a Minister meant. This was followed by a Bring and Share lunch in The 

Lee Parish Hall organised by Penny. Congratulations David!
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or locally in a Nursing Home – who 
would really love to see a friendly face 
occasionally. A number of you came to a 
meeting some months ago, so if you are 
still able to take a part (however small) 
in this scheme, do please contact Anne 
Butterworth (758700).  

Jazz and Supper Evening – this is on 
Saturday 7 November and is in aid of 
St Leonards Church. We don’t often ask 
for support but your presence would be 
enormously appreciated. Tickets are £20 
to include a really delicious supper and, of 
course, music from Lou’s Sextet.  There are 
always a few outside ‘aficionados’ for this 
group, so if you want tickets, please do 
contact Ann Horn (758250) asap.

Breakfast continues to thrive. We break for 
August and return rejuvenated for the new 
term on 27 September. It’s wonderful to see 
so many of you each time. If you haven’t 
been before, do come and try us! We’re 
informal but prayerful with an interesting 
talk and a particularly delicious breakfast.

There is to be an informal (and short!) 
lay-led Family Service on Sunday 23 
August at 9.30am, to which everyone is 
most welcome. Not quite bacon butties, 
but coffee and biscuits will be served 
afterwards.

The Tea Parties don’t stop for the summer 
and we’d love to see some new faces on 
the fourth Wednesday of the month – 26 
August and 23 September at about 3pm. 
Many new friendships are made at these 
informal gatherings and we welcome 
visitors from all the Hilltop Parishes and 
beyond. If you would like transport, please 
do contact either Anne Lake (01296 620169) 
or Anne Butterworth (758700).

moving into our villages. They arrived with 
Matthew, born the same year. He now 
has a new sister, Bess, baptised ‘Elizabeth’ 
on Sunday 30 May. Matthew and his best 
friend, two year old Jack Popple, withdrew 
from the service to play with the toys that 
are a permanent feature at the back of 
the church. Families came from Newcastle 
and Sussex and they were joined by village 
friends as Elizabeth too was welcomed into 
the Church. The celebrations continued in 
the Village Hall.

The windows in the North wall of the nave 
have been restored. The metal frame of the 
opening light came apart due, presumably, 
to old age aggravated by rust that caused 
the windows to stick and required excessive 
tugging to open. The windows were 
thoroughly cleaned and painted and now 
open easily. The work included replacing 
cracked panes of glass. The outside guards 
were repainted in the traditional black 
and this small detail really improves their 
appearance. Finally the lamp outside the 
porch has been cleaned and repainted, 
which will now give a brighter welcome to 
winter events.

The Cream Teas was held at the Whitsun 
weekend. Whitsun is the traditional name 
for the Christian festival of Pentecost 
which this year fell on 24 May. In the past, 
Whitsun was also a Bank Holiday but in 
1971 the Government decided to fix the 

date of the Spring Holiday, although 
Pentecost continues to vary with Easter. This 
year they coincided again and the ‘Whitsun’ 
connection was restored.

The Whitsun weather was overcast and 
fewer visitors than usual came. Those who 
did were not disappointed by the excellent 
choice of home cooked items including a 
strawberry and rhubarb cake with pink 
icing! The tombola was busy and the plants 
were spread over the tables and grass. We 
made £840 which, while below last year’s 
total, was most welcome and covers the 
cost of the window repair. Thank you to all 
who helped with generous gifts and hard 
work on the day.

Cholesbury held the Four Parish service at 
the end of May and we were delighted to 
welcome Jeremy Moodey from ‘Embrace 
the Middle East’.  This Amersham-
based Christian charity has, for more 
than a century, worked in the Middle 
East supporting the disadvantaged and 
oppressed through the huge political 
changes and conflicts that have hit the 
region.  ‘Embrace’ works with the local 
Christians in Gaza, where the recent war 
has destroyed many homes. The Gazan 
Christians are providing health and 
educational support to Moslem neighbours 
who far outweigh their numbers. In 
Palestine there is a school caring for 
children with hearing difficulties and a 

Service for ‘Embrace’

Bess welcomed into the Church

long term programme planting Olive Trees 
in areas where farmers’ land rights are 
threatened. Jeremy’s arrival at our service 
was delayed as he only flew in early on 
Sunday morning to Heathrow, but he was 
still able to give a stimulating talk focussing 
on our Christian witness and commitment. 
We gave the collection of £129 to 
‘Embrace’, confident it will be used wisely.

Only one dog barked at the Pets Service! 
Clare came with two dogs to contribute to 
a total of nine. There was also one cat, safe 
in a cage - looking imperious in traditional 
feline style.  David was unable to lead 
us following his surgery and John took 
a short service with prayers, hymns and 
readings (thanks to Jamie). The Blessing 
was congregational with people touching 
a pet while saying the prayer. This was held 
inside as the rain persisted but after the 
service tea and coffee was enjoyed outside 
with much talking between those who had 
prayed to ‘cherish all creatures’.

st LeoNArDs

it is with great sadness we tell 
you of the death of John 
Phimester, a long-

time resident of St 
Leonards and a 
great contributor 
to life in our village. 
You can read more about John in ‘A 
Celebration of Life’ in this issue.

Our Mothers and Toddlers group is again in 
full swing in the Church Room - led by Alex 
Nisbet and a number of young mums. They 
break for the summer and restart again on 
Wednesday 9 September – but not before 
there was a great night out at the Akeman 
in Tring on 29 July – Mums only!

Pastoral visiting – we do have a number 
of elderly residents – whether at home 
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A celebration of life
John Harold Phimester   1930 – 2015

‘John was energetic, mischievous, clever, 

funny, a great confidante and counsel, 

hard-working and a man of great feeling 

and compassion’

St Leonards Church was overflowing 
with family and friends who came to 
celebrate John’s life; and what a lot 

there was to celebrate!
John had an interesting and exciting 

career from the time he left Oxford with 
a first in PPE to the time he joined Lloyds 
Bank, eventually leading their development 
of electronic banking services. He was 
insightful, had a razor sharp mind and 
could instinctively see the wood for the 
trees which gave him a great ability to 
understand the wider issues of the world 
around him. He was responsible for the 
introduction of some of the first cash 

machines in the world, which resulted 
in his finally becoming deputy CEO of 
the Bankers’ Automated Clearing System 
and leading Europe’s largest software 
development programme of the time.   

But his fast moving world of finance 
was never in competition with his love for 
his wife Pat and his three children, nor 
indeed with his commitment to village life. 
Plumtree Cottage was the Phimester family 
home for over forty years, during which 
time John was Chairman of the Village Hall; 
organised the Fete for many years;  was 
a governor of Hawridge and Cholesbury 
School as well as Pipers Corner, where his 
daughters were educated and he even took 
part in the Christmas Pantomime! His ability 
to co-opt ‘passing victims’ onto various 
committees was legendary!   

Many happy summer holidays were 
spent with the family in the south of 
France where he was able to indulge his 
appreciation of good food and wine;  but 
for all this, John loved nothing more than 
to be at home enjoying a pint with friends 
at the White Lion.

An enormously generous man, John 
gained much pleasure from giving pleasure 
to others and one never left Plumtree 
Cottage in the summer without some of 
his amazing vegetables of which he was so 
proud: nor indeed of having had a serious 
conversation about the issues of the day – 
often over a long and happy lunch.   

In his retirement, life, particularly when 
his grandchildren were around, continued 
to be enjoyed to the full. He was always 
an avid reader and loved spending lazy 
afternoons by the pool. He even learned 
to ski, although confessed that he was 
definitely better at après-skiing!

John always parted company with you 
by saying ‘thank you’ as if the debt of 
gratitude was his. It never was, the pleasure 
and joy was always yours.

We’ll miss you, dear friend.

CHURCHES FETE 
The annual Hawridge and Cholesbury 
Churches Fete is being held on Bank 
Holiday Monday, 31 August, between 
1.30pm and 4.30pm on Cholesbury 
Common. Entry is free. There will be 
tombolas, the Ellesborough Silver Band, 
‘hook a duck’, Dog Temptation Alley, 
and new stalls such as the marshmallow 
catapult! Pimms and beer, hot dogs and 
burgers, and ice creams will be on sale 
as well as the famous cream teas served 
inside Cholesbury Village Hall, with a 
fabulous selection of home baked cakes, 
scones and lashings of cream! There is 
something for everyone. 

There is a wonderful first prize of £100 
cash for our Grand Draw. If you can’t 
make it to the Fete but would like to 
make a donation to the day’s fundraising 
you can do so quickly and safely using 
this link: https://mydonate.bt.com/
events/3108fete/235398 and please 
remember to tick the ‘Gift Aid’ box if 
applicable. The money we raise on the 
day is vital in helping us keep both village 
churches up and running and, as they say, 
“every little helps”. Your donation will 
be added to the day’s total and divided 
between the two churches.

If you would like to buy raffle tickets - 
£1 each for a chance to win £100 - once 
again David and Pauline Hawkes have 
kindly agreed to help out. If they deliver 
to you please leave your raffle ticket 
money out for them to collect, clearly 
marked with your name and contact 
details and we will ensure that you are 
issued with tickets for the draw on the 
day and notified of any prize.

Every year, our friends and neighbours 
have made great contributions to the 
Fete. We would love offers of cakes 
(for both the teas and the cake stall), 
produce such as plants, fruit, chutney etc, 
donations for the book stall and any bric-
a-brac (please only good quality items), 
bottles, gifts or raffle items. Donations 
can be collected from you by one of the 
team. We are most grateful to everyone 
in the village who is helping in any way 
and if you would like to help please let us 
know – the more the merrier! 

For any queries please contact  
John Farmer (758715) or  
Janet Hopkinson (757059).
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Skip ahead to the early 1980s and 
there appeared a television 
adaptation of the book. 

Within a week or two there were 
nationwide alerts, warning the 
populace to be wary 
of mixing it with the 
hogweed.  As in the TV 
programme ‘the authorities’ 
were exhorted to exterminate 
this evil invader. Much as was 
the case in the book, the plant 
was temporarily kept at bay. Move 
forward 30 years and I saw similar 
news reports that this monster is 
on the march again. As far as I am 
aware there is no film remake about 
to be released! 

Familiar relatives of the hogweed 
include cow parsley and the humble 
carrot, but that’s the extent of any 
comparisons. In one respect there are 
stronger similarities between triffids and 
hogweed. Both invaded these shores. 
The hogweed was first introduced as an 
ornamental garden plant by plant hunters, 
who brought it to the UK in 1893 from the 
Caucasus: today the borders of Lithuania 
and Russia. The wealthy Victorians had 
developed a passion for creating sunken 
gardens with water features and the 
hogweed thrived on marshy ground. Taking 

HILLTOP NEWS NATuRE NOTES

Sometimes, science truth is 
stranger than science fiction

two years to reach maturity 
it could reach over four 
metres. 

By investing in 
substantial growth, 
hogweed produce 
massive numbers of 
seeds, up to 50,000 
per plant, that would 
survive dispersed 

downstream and beyond 
the boundaries of the estate. 

Despite the frequent adverse 
publicity, many remain unaware that 
the spines on stems and leaves inject 
a phytotoxin that reacts when the 

skin is exposed to sunlight to create painful 
rashes and blistering. Sensitivity varies 
greatly between people and there is recent 
scientific evidence that certain strains of 
DNA contain genes which happen to imbue 
almost total resistance. What remains a 
mystery to science is not so much why such 
resistance may occur in humans but rather 
what herbivores required the hogweed 
to evolve such a pernicious toxin in its 
home territory and why it has continued 
to manufacture this poison long after the 
grazers that it needed to deter had become 
extinct.  

No natural history documentary on 
the African savanna is complete without 

at least some of the signature beasts: 
buffalo, elephants, giraffes, rhinos, and 
representatives of herding grazers such as 
zebra, gnus etc. Whilst not given starring 
roles as the camera pans across the scene, 
oxpeckers are birds with a rather specialised 
if somewhat distasteful diet. They have 
razor-sharp yellow or red beaks seen 
poking around on the heads and backs of 
these large animals. Their principal food 
is the arthropods which parasitize such 
mammals like the arachnid ticks and the 
larvae of insects which lay their eggs in 
wounds on hides. Aside from providing 
the service of easing the animals of their 
unwanted hangers-on, the oxpeckers also 
provide an early warning by hissing when 
there is impeding danger from predators 
like big cats and hunting dogs.

Until a short while ago I thought we had 
no equivalent example in this neck of the 
woods. True, the story is told how the once 
woodland robin accepted a lift on the back 
of wild boar, and possibly pigs let loose in 
woods in the autumn, to benefit from the 
worms and other invertebrates unearthed 
by the snout of the porcine. Once humans 
began to turn over the soil the robin is said 
to have adopted the habit of following and 
landing a few paces behind to grab any 
worms thus disturbed.  The robin expanded 
its realm when it began to perch on the 
gardener’s spade.

Last month on a sunny afternoon I was 
struck by the ever-increasing number of 
magpies squabbling as they congregated 
in the trees or on roofs around our garden, 
periodically descending onto the grass to 
scavenge for morsels. Daphne du Maurier’s 
science fiction horror story The Birds (far 
more frightening than Hitchcock’s film 
adaptation) comes to mind. Then in their 
midst came a pair of female muntjacs. 
They suddenly stopped grazing and stood 
side-by-side in the middle of the lawn. A 
magpie hopped towards them and flapped 
its wings gently and alighted on the back 

I can remember in the 1960s being introduced to my first giant hogweed towering above 

me on a bomb site in north London and being warned by my father that we should 

avoid being stung by its vicious spines, whilst trying to net the butterflies that were on 

it. unknown to me at the time, this first encounter coincided with the release of the film 

adaptation of John Wyndam’s novel The Day of the Triffids!

of one of the deer. I thought this was a 
typical gesture of aggression aimed at the 
intruders. But no; instead of bolting into 
the shrubbery the pair stood still seemingly 
unmoved by the experience. What’s more, 
the magpie began to inspect the coat of 
the muntjac and seemed to find something 
of value to eat. A few moments later the 
magpie hopped across to the back of the 
second deer and repeated its inspection 
before hopping back to the lawn and the 
muntjac strolled on. 

One incidence is not enough to form 
any firm conclusions that the magpies were 
removing ectoparasites in the same way 
as oxpeckers and I am yet to find a specific 
reference to this behaviour with muntjacs, 
although there are accounts of similar 
behaviour occurring with fallow deer. 

 
During the last twelve to eighteen 

months I have been delighted to see a 
return of tree sparrows to our garden. It’s 
pleasing to applaud the return of this cocky 
little chappie. Though just an occasional 
daily visitor at first, the frequency of visits 
has steadily increased and these last months 
the numbers have mushroomed as fledglings 
in quite large numbers have appeared. 

Unlike their urban cousin, the house 
sparrow, localised tree sparrow populations 
fluctuate greatly. They can be susceptible to 
food shortages and these local populations 
may mysteriously disappear from one 
locality only to mysteriously reappear years 
hence. (The Sparrow is a 1990s science 
fiction novel about a mysterious return 
from outer space). Tree sparrows are 
predominantly seed eaters, and among the 
varieties of wildflower produce available 
they will no doubt be grateful consumers of 
the fruit of the giant hogweed!

That’s all this time. Comments  
and questions as usual to  
chrisbrown@rayshill.com

Chris Brown
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In the coming weeks, much more will be 

known about the future of some of the 

pubs in our community. Whilst we can 

be confident about the status of the Old 

Swan, outcomes for the Full Moon and 

Black Horse are in the process of being 

determined. Meanwhile, the future of the 

Rose and Crown and the White Lion are 

clouded – albeit for very different reasons.

With Admiral Taverns’ 25-year lease 
on the Full Moon expiring in 
September, let us hope we will be 

seeing the end of a pubco dragging down 
the economic potential of an otherwise 
healthy pub.  

Managers Rich Oldfield and Samantha 
Pyne have, with professionalism and 
enthusiasm, improved the fortunes of 
the pub and added some continuity and 
enterprise since taking over the day to day 
running of it earlier this year. 

They have enjoyed building up trade 
and have applied to take on the new lease 
themselves which, if they are successful, 
would end the top heavy structure where 
the owner, leaseholder Admiral Taverns, a 
sub lessee (a smaller pubco), and the pub 
managers all expect to take a return from 
the operation. 

Despite the uncertainty of the lease, 
which by the time you read this, may be 
resolved, Rich and Sam have continued 
to introduce new initiatives. Chef Louis 
Martin has now added a full vegetarian 
menu – with a choice of five starter and 
four main courses – to the evolving pub and 
restaurant menus.

Meanwhile the programme of events 
continues to expand with a Real Ale festival 

to be held over the 
August bank holiday 
weekend. The 
holiday Sunday will 
also be a fun day 
for all the family in 
aid of the Pepper 
Foundation which provides palliative care 
at home for life-limited children in Bucks 
and Herts. The day will include a barbeque, 
face painting, adult bouncy castle, giant 
jenga game and music from local band ‘The 
Numbers’, who will be performing between 
4pm and 9pm. 

Trade has shown a continual upward 
curve and Sam and Rich say they are 
pleased that after years of uncertainty 
people are now having the confidence 
to make group bookings for their special 
occasions with a Christening reception and 

Late summer pub news
a wedding anniversary dinner booked over 
the next few weeks. They would welcome 
further enquiries. 

The mid-week set menu at the Old 
Swan has been an unbridled success with 
the bookings often full before the menu 
choices for the Wednesday meal have been 
announced on Monday morning. Now 
the Wednesday special has been renamed 
‘Market Menu’ to reflect the reality that the 
chefs cannot reasonably determine what to 
offer until they see what is available from 
their suppliers closer to the day. Hence, the 
choices for the set menus are now being 
announced on the Wednesday mornings.  
This change should not deter advance 
bookings because the a la carte menu will 
still be an option on Wednesdays.

The search for a junior sous chef and 
a front of house person continues. When 
the summer weather is fair on Sundays and 
Bank Holidays, they can expand the service 
with a barbeque in the garden taking the 
strain off the kitchen capacity. The August 
Bank Holiday weekend is a good option 
for this. In September, two wedding parties 
have been booked for the garden.

Negotiations for the sale of the Black 
Horse are reported to be close to reaching 
a happy conclusion. It is understood that a 
prospective buyer has agreed terms with 
Punch Taverns at a price that would allow 
them to operate economically as a pub/
restaurant. Dave and Sonia, the interim 
managers who have been running the Black 
Horse lately, expect the deal to close in time 
to allow them to move on to their next 
assignment in August.

Whilst the Rose and Crown remains 
demurely shrouded in its modest hoardings, 
most of us, including the Parish Council, 
have been wondering what will become of 
this pub. Following a recent conversation 
with Martin Stone, who is a co-owner 
of the property, the short answer is that 

he is weighing up what to do with it. 
Whilst he is aware of the local sadness 
surrounding the loss of some pubs, he is 
considering the options. In the process, he 
has commissioned a professional report 
on the potential economic viability of the 
property as a public house, and he has had 
that report independently verified. He has 
brought the experience of Marc and Kerry 
Heywood into his considerations. About all 
that can be said at this stage is that time 
will tell.

For the record, he volunteered that, 
regardless of the ultimate use to which 
the property is put, he intends to maintain 
public access on the footpath that lies on 
the western side of the property. Hence, 
he has provided a gate to allow passage 
through the hoardings.

It was reported in the previous Hilltop 
News that a Planning Application to change 
the use of the White Lion public house to 
that of a residential dwelling was refused by 
an eleven to one vote by the Chiltern District 
Council Planning Committee. Wide ranges 
of planning policy conflicts were cited as 
the reasons for refusal. Subsequently, an 
Enforcement Notice was served which 
would take effect on 24 July 2015 unless 
an appeal was delivered to the Secretary of 
State before that date. In the absence of an 
appeal, the time for compliance is 12 months 
from the effective date.

The essence of the required actions 
under the notice is to stop using the White 
Lion as a single dwelling and to remove 
domestic items from the ground floor 
Public House areas and the associated 
outbuilding. None of this says that we are 
getting the pub back. Nevertheless, the 
‘Save the White Lion’ campaign is still as 
ready as ever to engage in whatever it 
takes to see an early reopening of the pub – 
along with the hoped-for eventual addition 
of a village shop facility.

Bill Ingram 
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BANK HOLIDAY  
MONDAY 

1.30pm – 4.30pm

CHOLESBURY COMMON
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Many of you will have seen some of Tan 

Strong’s wonderful flower arrangements 

at our local churches, fetes, weddings 

and parties. On the wider stage, Tan has 

triumphed again at this year’s Chelsea 

Flower Show, winning a silver medal for 

Floral Design.

Hilltop News was pleased to speak to Tan 

to find out more…

So what’s involved in exhibiting at 
Chelsea? Applications to take part are 
made the previous autumn when you 

need to nominate which session and which 
class to enter. The theme Tan chose this 
year was ‘Limelight’. Titles for each class can 
be very diverse and this year she could as an 
alternative have chosen ‘Bizarre’, ‘Twilight’, 
‘Nature’s Bounty’ or ‘A Royal Occasion’.

When Tan received her invitation 
to exhibit early this year, she set about 
planning her design. With the help of 
Google and given the limitations of space 
(a one square meter plinth) she mulled over 
many ideas and possibilities. Interpretation 
of the theme set Tan to focus on the 
cocktail called ‘Limelight’. The early spring 
foliage needs careful conditioning and 
was selected for its lasting qualities – often 
scrounged from friends and neighbours’ 
gardens! Tan is fortunate with her contacts 
and has her flowers delivered directly to 
her from the markets in Holland. Different 
varieties of flowers are selected recognising 
that the Chelsea judges expect each bloom 
to be in perfect condition. The ‘mechanics’, 
as Tan describes them, are the various vases 
and props that are incorporated into the 
design – these have been collected over the 
years and even include items bought from 
our local fete bric-a-brac stalls!

Exhibitors stage their designs between 
9.30pm and 6am. Although working 
through the night is exhausting, it brings 
its own benefits. Tan says, “The benefit of 
working all night is that I am able to walk 
through all the show gardens and examine 
closely the planting, not only seeing them 
at dusk and at night, but also as the sun 
rises the gardens take on a magic of their 
own - and of course there are no crowds!”

Another of the joys of Chelsea, Tan says, 
is meeting up with old friends from all over 
the world. Those who know Tan will not be 
surprised to hear that she relishes helping 
new exhibitors, who are invariably nervous, 
and other less experienced competitors, 
who may encounter a problem or two. The 
competition is always friendly and has a 
certain buzz of excitement, which some 

Tan wins at Chelsea, again!
might find surprising, given the harsh 
nature of competitive shows we are used to 
seeing on TV today.

Tan does not stay for the judging, 
which takes place between 6am and about 
midday, when the general public is allowed 
into the marquee, to view the designs. 
The judges decide on three main criteria 
- interpretation of the theme, design and 
practical merit. Awards are, in ascending 
order; bronze, silver, silver gilt, gold and 
‘Best in Show’. Tan usually gets a phone call 
from a friend at the Show if she has won, 
and in the ten years or so Tan has been 
competing at Chelsea, she has taken home 
a bronze medal, five silver, a couple of silver 
gilts and a gold. After winning the gold 
in 2010, Tan appeared on our TV screens 
teaching presenter Kirstie Allsopp the art 
of flower arranging. There are no financial 
rewards for winning at Chelsea, but Tan 
does receive free tickets which she loves to 
share with friends.

Away from Chelsea, Tan is a keen and 
successful competitor, entering World 
Flower Arranging Shows. Last year, in 
Dublin, she was ‘Highly Commended’ and 
before that third at Boston, USA. In 2017 
she plans to be competing in Barbados – 
not a venue to miss! 

Her favourite work is to create floral 
designs for special occasions such as parties, 
weddings and corporate events – always 
achieving a “wow” factor!

Tan also teaches amateur flower 
arranging classes in Berkhamsted and 
performs demonstrations all over the world, 
often in large theatres and conference 
venues. She also travels the country as a 
qualified judge and teacher. You can see 
what Tan is up to these days by visiting her 
website www.tanstrong.net. 

For all her great love of flowers, Tan has 
not always worked with them. This talented 
lady trained initially in hotel management, 
but was drawn by the excitement of being 
an air hostess and flew for many years. 

Tan has had a varied career and even ran 
a pub in Austria! She also worked at the 
renowned Roux brothers Michelin starred 
Le Gavroche Restaurant, just off London’s 
Park Lane. It was at this time she met her 
husband David. They moved to Cheshire, 
where Tan re-trained as a florist, before 
moving to Buckland Common in 1999 with 
their two young children Edward and Lillie.

That move has been of great benefit to 
our community, with the vibrant colours of 
her flowers, matching her personality. 

Tan with her framed gold medal

Tan’s 2015 display in the ‘limelight’
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Sun shines on St Leonards fete 

‘The forecast is brilliant’ (two months 

away); ‘It may rain but I think we’ll be OK’ 

(one week before); ’Temperatures may 

reach 27 degrees’; ‘It’s going to be fine till 

2 o’clock’; ‘Don’t worry, the sun is going to 

shine’. Sunshine, as our predecessors know 

so well, can determine the success or non-

success of the Fete! We were SO LUCKY.... 

the sun did shine.  

In the days leading up to Saturday 6 June, 
phones buzzed; house collections were 
carried out;  wonderful contributions to 

stalls were made;  attics were raided (very 
successfully); Raffle prizes most generously 
donated; Tug of War practices (?) were 
held regularly at The Full Moon; cakes 
baked; charity stalls encouraged; vintage 
cars and bikes polished; tents erected; 
pretty bunting made; straw bales delivered 
and straw hats decorated; and for the 
organising committee sleep was cut to a 
minimum!

‘They’re queuing up to the Church and 
down to the White Lion’... was this true? 
Yes, it was! More than 1,500 people came 
and we had to send for more supplies for 
the Beer Tent and the barbeque - we didn’t 
quite run out of ice-cream! The marvellous 
WI Tea Team rose to the occasion as ever and 
sold every last piece of cake. Lou’s Sextet 
created a great atmosphere as the crowds 
arrived and the bunting and the red spotted 
cloths on the bar tables decorated with 
cow parsley enticed everyone in. As always, 
the Horse Show and the Dog Show, which 
involved so much hard work, were a huge 
draw, gave a lot of fun and contributed in 
no small way to our final total. 

We’d decided to make this a ‘Traditional 
Fete’ and the Committee of four led by 

Judy Joseph met regularly to work out how 
best to do this. The Tug of War proved an 
enormous success – made all the more so 
by the No. 1 St Leonards Team being the 
winners! Punch and Judy and the ‘Animal 
Farm’ drew large enthusiastic groups of 
children and Welly-Wanging and Bowling 
for a Turkey were just two of the more old 
fashioned stalls which made for a great 
atmosphere - and you needed to look really 
hard to discover the identity of Madam 
Erina, the world renowned Fortune Teller! 
The new seating arrangement of long 
tables and chairs allowed the crowds to 
sit and enjoy the Morris Dancers or simply 
watch the world go by while enjoying a 
pint of beer or sharing a jug of Pimms with 
friends. 

Stall holders were overwhelmed and 
although exhausted at the end of the day, 
there was a great feeling of satisfaction 
among those who so kindly gave up their 
time and energy not just on the Fete day 
but in the days before. Even after expenses, 
a record amount of £6,800 was made!

Well done Judy and team and well done 
and thank you to all those who were a part 
of this wonderful day!

Anne Butterworth
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CURVACEOUS COOK

Aubergine Salad

I cannot resist buying aubergines with their glossy purple skins, but when I get them home I lose interest. I 
think this is mainly because you once had to cover them with salt (which I don’t like) and then fry in lots of 
oil (which I try to avoid!). I even grow them in Italy, but only ever make dahl with them or griddle slices on 
the barbeque and then dribble with lemon juice. I now have a wonderful recipe that ticks all my boxes. I 

admit it doesn’t look as if it will taste good, but please give it a go!

1 large aubergine, sliced as thick as 2 pound coins.

Spray oil, or any tasty oil brushed on very lightly.

6 roughly chopped plum tomatoes.

1 finely sliced red onion.

Small handful chopped fresh mint.

Small handful freshly chopped parsley.

Dressing:

2 finely chopped cloves of garlic.

Good ½ tsp chilli flakes, or finely chopped fresh chilli.

1 tsp ground cumin.

½ tsp fresh, or ¼ tsp dried oregano.

Finely grated zest and juice of 1 un-waxed lemon.

100ml vegetable stock (I use dried vegetable bouillon mixed with hot water).

Lightly spray the aubergine slices and season with lots of black pepper and a little salt.

Heat a pan, ideally a griddle, or a barbeque to smoking hot.

Lay on the aubergine slices and lightly griddle on both sides and transfer to a bowl covered with cling film 
where they will continue to soften.

Mix all dressing ingredients and season.

Add tomatoes, onion and dressing to the aubergine and toss well.

Serve scattered with the fresh herbs.

Also good chopped into hot pasta for a quick meal, and stores well in the fridge for a few days.

Lulu Stephen: bellingdonm@hotmail.com
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Dear Diary

August 2015

12th Pub Lunch Club – The Full Moon – 12.30pm

26th Tea Party – St Leonards Church Room – 3pm

31st  Hawridge & Cholesbury Churches’ Fete – Cholesbury – 1.30-4.30pm

September 2015

5th Hort Soc Annual Show

 Cholesbury Watercolour Workshop – Cholesbury Village Hall – 10am-6pm

8th Tai Chi – Cholesbury Village Hall – 10-11am

9th Pub Lunch Club – The Full Moon – 12.30pm

21st WI – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm

23rd Tea Party – St Leonards Church Room – 3pm

26th Harvest Market – Cholesbury Village Hall – 10am-1pm

27th Harvest Supper and Auction – Cholesbury Village Hall – 6pm

October 2015

2nd Local History Group – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm

11th Harvest Festival & Supper – St Leonards Parish Hall – 6pm

14th Pub Lunch Club – The Full Moon – 12.30pm

November 2015

7th Jazz & Supper – St Leonards Parish Hall – 7.30 for 8pm

Answers to HCCPS quiz
1. a) 105 acres or 42 hectares; 2. b) Christine 
Stott; 3. c) the Seare family bought them 
both in 1650; 4. b) NZ Pygmy Weed is a very 
invasive plant – now in the Tring reservoirs 
and other waterways as well as in Pallett’s 
Pond; 5. b) Queen Victoria’s Diamond 
Jubilee in 1897; 6. b) to mark the 6 years of 
World War II  7. a) the six-sided bus shelter 
built by local subscriptions to commemorate 
World War II; 8. c) Queen Elizabeth’s 
Diamond Jubilee 2012; 9. c) red; 10. a) 
completely covered in an impenetrable 
jungle of scrub and trees. 

That is why the work of HCCPS is so 
important!

V V V
100 Club 
winners 

April 2015
1st prize  £25.00  
Mr M Reynolds, Bellingdon 

2nd prize  £15.00  
Mr B Dallas, St Leonards 

3rd prize  £15.00 
Mrs L Reynolds,Bellingdon 

May 2015
1st prize  £15.00  
Mrs L Fox, Cholesbury 

2nd prize  £15.00  
Mrs P Hawkes, Buckland Common 

June 2015
1st prize  £50.00 
Mrs D Amies, W.I. 

2nd prize  £25.00  
Mrs Burles, Coppice Farm Park 

3rd prize  £15.00  
Mrs A Pemberton, Buckland Common 

4th prize  £15.00  
Mrs J Turner, Cholesbury 

New Members always welcome, please 
contact the Treasurer, Richard Leat  
on 758784.

V V V

TRY TAI CHI 
Tai Chi is coming to Cholesbury Village 
Hall, starting with a FREE taster session 
on Tuesday 8 September from 10 to 
11am and followed by a 6-week course 
which will cost £24.00. The sessions are 
for beginners and everyone is welcome. 

Tai Chi is a gentle exercise program 
consisting of a series of 20 to 100 
movements belonging to the discipline 
of traditional Chinese medicine. 
It is composed of slow, deliberate 
movements, meditation, and deep 
breathing, which are designed to 
enhance physical health and emotional 
well-being. 

Put the date in you diary. There will 
be a ‘Grapevine’ reminder near the 
time. In the meantime, if you have any 
questions please contact Elayne Hughes 
on 01494 732020 or 07880975100.



58 Hilltop News

Hilltop News
We welcome all news, letters and articles 
which are of general interest and relevance 
to the Hilltop Villages. Material for 
inclusion in the October/November edition 
should be sent to Graham Lincoln or 
Anne Butterworth (Church Matters) by 9 
September latest. Please note that photos 
sent online must be at least 2,500 x 1,750 
pixels in size.
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