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The Hilltop Villages Good Neighbours 
Group was formed three years ago 
(is it really that long!) by certain 

residents in Buckland Common, Cholesbury, 
Hawridge and St Leonards. Most were 
already involved in running local events 
or were keen on getting more involved in 
voluntary activities for the local community. 
The Group organizes the popular Pub Lunch 
Club and the Severe Weather Car Scheme. 
Volunteers with 4x4 vehicles were not 
called on much over the last mild winter – 
who knows what’s in store this year? Chris 
Brown gives us the latest news inside…

For ten rip-roaring years from 1984, no 
Christmas in the Hilltops was complete 
without the Cholesbury pantomime. A 
‘special’ performance of ‘Humpty Dumpty’ 
was staged in February 2010, as part of the 
Parish’s 75th anniversary, but these annual 
feasts of fun and entertainment are now 
a distant memory. In this seasonal issue, 
Hilary Sheppard recalls those magical days.

No, the 4-page supplement, which 
invariably pops out when Hilltop News 
drops on your doormat, is not missing. In 
this and in future issues of Hilltop News 
we have done away with it. So Dear Diary, 
advertising details and village hall hire rates 
are featured in the body of the text – near 
the back. We hope you find this neater, but 
if you like to keep Dear Diary separate - just 
cut out this page.

The Hilltop News team  
wish you all a very  
merry Christmas and a  
happy New Year.

Front cover A seasonal illustration by Michael Spark.

Good Neighbours

Who provided the Halloween fun this year? 
Find out inside…

Also in this issue…

•   Local Hospice prepares to light up a life 
for Christmas.

•   James Elliott sets up a local farrier 
business.

•   Clive Carey is back on the hunt for fungi.

•   Buy a star for St Mary’s.

•   Superfast Broadband is getting ever 
closer.

Plus our regular features…

Chris Brown looks at the fruits and uses of 
our trees – past and present.

Our Curvaceous Cook is your guide if you 
want stuffing for Christmas!

…plus all the news from our churches, 
school, pubs, clubs, councils and societies.



4 Hilltop News Hilltop News 5Hilltop News 54 Hilltop News

THE PARISH COUNCIL
I am writing this as the weather eventually 

turns and I’m back to scraping ice off my 

windscreen every morning! As we enter 

the winter months our major area of 

activity is still the roads, and so I start my 

report again with…

Highways
Flooding at Sandpit Hill - An independent 
contractor to TfB has now professionally 
assessed the flooding at Sandpit Hill and an 
order has been placed for the re-drilling of 
the borehole, which appears to have silted 
up over the years, preventing maximum 
drainage into the chalk. This should 
hopefully provide a long-lasting solution.

Other roadworks – It was announced 
in the Bucks Examiner that works will take 
place to the full stretch of Oak Lane, on 
Cholesbury Lane from Rays Hill to Pound 
Lane and on Swan Lane from Chapel Lane 
to Arrewig Lane. I am sure that you have 
all seen the white markings, but hopefully 
they will soon be replaced by good road 
surfaces!

Grit Piles – The council has reviewed 
the grit pile distribution in the Parish and 
hopefully these will now be placed in 
optimum locations throughout.

MVAS – The council is to take part in 
an MVAS (Mobile Vehicle Activated Sign) 
project in cooperation with other local 

parishes/towns. These are the signs that 
flash the speed limit at you, if you are 
exceeding it. Assessment of possible sites is 
currently underway and it is expected that 
we will have use of the signs for between 
2-4 weeks per year.

Planning 
The council enjoyed an excellent turnout 
to our planning meeting of 20 October, 
when over 80 people were packed 
into Cholesbury Village Hall to hear 
representation from the White Lion 
Community Pub Ltd and ask questions of 
District Councillor Nick Rose. The Parish 
Council resolved to oppose the planning 
application to turn the White Lion into a 
residential dwelling. The matter will now 
be discussed at a Planning Committee 
Meeting of Chiltern District Council in 
December.

Finance 
The council has resolved to maintain their 
funding (precept) at the same level for 
2015/16. However, the council does support 
an overall increase in the Council Tax for 
the District/County Councils in order to help 
maintain services at desired levels.

All that remains is for me to wish you all a 
very happy festive season!

Hayley Lewis, Clerk to the Council 
758843 parishclerk.ccslpc@gmail.com

Your councillors are:

John Allen, Chairman: 758095

Nigel Blomfield, 758314

Chris Brown, 758890

Philip Matthews, 758205

John Minting, 758206

Francis Sanger, 758767

Judith Joseph: 758702

THE COUNTY COUNCIL

It has been a 
wonderful year for the 
Chilterns and, despite 

heavy rain, many species 
have been rejuvenated 
thanks to a late autumn, 
when our landscape 
was spectacular. I’m sure 
Sir Simon Jenkins was 
speaking for all of us as he railed against 
unsightly planning applications for ‘off the 
shelf volume housing’, as he stood down as 
Chairman of the National Trust. Fortunately 
he wasn’t referring to the Chilterns, but 
to ‘an eruption of warehouses, turbines, 
advertisement hoardings and ill-sited 
developments’ as he journeyed across the 
countryside. What we do have is the threat 
of HS2 and the County Council has been 
preparing advice for communities along 
the route to manage the Select Committee 
visits next year to maximum advantage.

During the early winter you will have 
noticed road repairs being carried out 
(with DfT funding for rural roads). Weather 
permitting, these will include Swan Lane, 
Oak Lane, Hawridge and Chartridge Lane. 
It has been hard to get our rural roads 
prioritised over routes that carry heavier 
traffic. During the past couple of months I 
have attended several meetings to discuss 
AONB access roads in the event that HS2 
goes ahead, the need for temporary roads 
to manage traffic away from A413 and the 
removal of spoil. Many hilltop roads are 
totally unsuitable for construction traffic 
and sensible routing will be paramount to 
the everyday life of business and families 
living nearby.    

Through its Future Shape programme, 
the County Council is currently operating 
four shadow business units which will deliver 
services from April 2015. We are looking at 
every aspect of our costs and at new and 
innovative ways of making Buckinghamshire 
special. There are many reasons why Bucks is 

a good place to live: our selective education 
system, an entrepreneurial business 
community, the Chilterns AONB,  motor 
racing and film making to mention a few. 
If we can use some of these assets to our 
advantage, it may help to keep the costs of 
our services down. 

The Director of Public Health issued her 
annual report in late November and this 
year it focussed on Children and Young 
People. It contains some good news for 
Bucks in that the number of children living 
in poverty is half the national average: we 
are 6th out of 150 authorities. Only 5.3% 
of households are lone parents, teenage 
pregnancy rates are lower than most areas 
of England, with teenage conception rates 
38% lower than the average. 

Safe & Well, a unique new service by 
NRS, provides a range of gadgets and 
equipment to help older people remain 
independent. These include the Possum 
computerised system, which enables you 
to operate many household systems from 
a touch screen; simple devices for every 
room in the house from reading  lamps 
that magnify print, easy pouring  kettles, 
glamorous bathroom aids and help 
with dressing. Find out more at: www.
safeandwell.co.uk/buckinghamshire.

May I wish everyone a really super 
Christmas and New Year and look forward 
to seeing you at celebrations and events 
over the coming weeks.

Cllr Tricia Birchley, Cabinet Member for 
Health & Wellbeing, Chiltern Ridges 
Division, 01296 621138  
pbirchley@buckscc.gov.uk
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opportunity related to the Great War. 
This was followed by a one-minute silence 
around the flagpole in the playground and 
a service held in the hall by Revd. Burgess.

The school have also signed up to a local 
sports initiative that has led to more sports 
being played both during and after the 
school day. Year 5 and 6 football and netball 
teams have played a number of games, 
both home and away. The reception class, 
Windmills, was invited to a mini Winter 
Olympics at Chiltern Hills Academy and 
Years 4, 5 and 6 competed in an inter-school 
cross country at Amersham College. More 
sport is lined up for all the school years 
and it is clear the children are thoroughly 
enjoying themselves.

The children and staff are now building 
up to those traditional last weeks before 
Christmas, with a reception and Key Stage 1 
Nativity, the Christmas school disco, a school 
visit to The Elgiva for the pantomime, 
carol service, full Christmas lunch and the 
Christmas Bazaar on the 6 December – to 
which you are all welcome.

HAWRIDGE & 
CHOLESBURY C OF E 
SCHOOL 
As the second half of the first term gets 

going, the staff and teachers have hit the 

ground running and the children have not 

been short of work and activities.

Topics being examined by the children 
are many as the new curriculum is 
introduced and includes dinosaurs and 

fossils, the Roman Empire, Anglo Saxons, 
World War I and the Vikings. All this has 
been supplemented by additional activities 
including a visit to St Albans Cathedral, 
a Viking concert, maths challenge days 
(supported by a motivational maths teacher 
for KS2 and Chesham Grammar for KS1) and 
practice in dyeing materials the Anglo Saxon 
way. There was also a ‘Viking Day’ with 
historical interpreters visiting the school 
from a company called Viking School Visits.

The whole school was treated to an anti-
bullying production, rated as outstanding 
by Ofsted inspectors and performed by 
a professional theatre group. Judging 
by the noise coming from the school 
hall the children were also in agreement 
and thoroughly enjoyed the afternoon 
production. 
Revd. David Burgess held a Harvest 

Festival, to which parents were also invited 
and over 70 attended. The back-drop for 
each class’s harvest presentation was a huge 
array of food donations brought in by the 
children. These were subsequently packed 
up by parents and delivered to those in 
need in the local community. Following 
this traditional festival was an assembly 
regarding the Muslim festival of Eid, with an 
interesting discussion and many questions 
from all the children. 
A World War I Remembrance Service and 

open morning was held on 11 November, 
with all classes hosting a different learning 

LOCAL HISTORY 
GROUP
We have kicked off 

the season with two 

big attendances, lots 

of new members as 

well as regulars who have been rewarded 

with excellent talks on the excavation of a 

Roman villa in Bucks and the life of Walter 

Rothschild. 

We hope to see even more new 
faces at our next meeting on 
Friday 5 December, which will be 

about Wooden Boat Building in Tring with 
Jeremy Bates, who is more than qualified, 
being a local boat builder!

Into 2015, our first talk, on Friday 9 
January, is on ‘Blue Stockings’, which, 
although originally a term applying to both 
men and women, became synonymous 
in the 18th and 19th centuries with the 
women pioneers who made their mark 
in artistic and other intellectual pursuits. 
We welcome Jane Robinson, who is a 
social historian, specialising in the study of 
women pioneers in various fields.

On Friday 6 February we have the first of 
two offerings this season to commemorate 
the events of The Great War. We welcome 
back Harvey Watson from the Battlefield 
Trust who, having delighted us with an 

excellent talk recently, is invited back to tell 
us all about the Zeppelin Raids of World 
War 1, which came closer to our area than 
you might guess.

All these meetings are at St Leonards 
Parish Hall and start at 8.15 sharp with the 
Hall open from 8pm 
You don’t have to be a history buff 

to enjoy our meetings: they are as much 
a regular opportunity to hear excellent 
talks in the convivial surroundings of an 
enjoyable social event. So if you are new 
to the area or have just not got around to 
coming, why not come along to a meeting: 
just £4 on the night.

Membership is great value at just £10 
for adults and free for those 16 years 
and under. This includes eight evening 
meetings, normally on the first Friday 
of the month, plus a newsletter, other 
member events and access to our archive 
of photographs and other material 
documenting the history of the houses, 
people and events in the Hilltop Villages. 

Chris Brown (758890)  
e-mail  localhistorygroup@cholesbury.com
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NEIGHBOURHOOD 
WATCH

Police in Thames 
Valley, Sussex, Surrey 
and Kent have 

been working together 
to target cross-county 
burglars. If you have any information about 
burglaries, please call 101.

Prevention steps can include - keeping 
windows and doors shut, locked and in 
good condition; property marking valuables 
with a UV pen or forensic property marking 
kit; using timer switches for lighting; 
ensuring car keys are stored away from 
the front door; keeping tools and ladders 
locked away and out of sight.

For crime prevention advice, visit the 
Thames Valley Police website. You can 
register your property, such as computers 
and cameras, on a database in just a few 
minutes by visiting the Immobilise website. 
This site helps police to identify the owners 
of recovered property, among other 
services. 

As always, be vigilant and aware of 
unusual activity and call 999 to report an 
emergency.

 Shirley Blomfield (758314)

CHOLESBURY-CUM-ST 
LEONARDS W.I.

At the Annual Meeting in October, 
Carol was re-elected as our 
President. The Secretary’s Report, 

read by Hilary as Sylvia was in New York, 
was once again a reminder of our meetings 
and activities over the past year and 
Carolyn was pleased to report a good profit 
from the Quiz Night at the beginning of 
October. There were a good number of 
entries for the competition, the winning 
mince pies being made by Doreen, closely 
followed by Jackie and Helen. 

With Christmas fast approaching, our 
December meeting is on Monday 15th, 
when we invite members from other 
institutes to join us. John Dunsterville will 
entertain with ‘Rock’n’Roll and a Rocking 
Chair’. In her continuing role as President, 
Carol will be pleased to tell you more  
about our meetings. If you are not a 
member but would particularly like to come 
to the December meeting, please give her a 
ring (758435).

The programme for 2015 is now in place 
and will go up on the cholesbury.com 
website shortly. The first meeting takes 
place on 19 January, and Colin Oakes will 
talk about ‘Women in World War One’. Our 
meetings are in St Leonards Parish Hall. 
They start at 8pm and visitors are always 
very welcome.

Light up a life
Over the past year, The Hospice of St 

Francis has cared for around 2,500 patients 

and seen an expansion of its Spring 

Centre services, which provide social and 

therapeutic services to patients with stable 

and advancing illness and their carers, 

families and friends. 

Christmas is a special time when we 
celebrate, remember and give thanks 
for family and friends we have lost. 

At the beginning of December, the Hospice 
is to ‘Light up a Life’ by illuminating the 
lights on its Remembrance Tree, which 
stands in the beautiful Hospice grounds. 
Each light on the tree is dedicated to the 
memory of a loved one and will burn 
brightly throughout the festive season.

This year, the Hospice is also having an 
online dedication page, featuring a special 

starry night Christmas scene. You can make 
a personal dedication here and your star 
will shine brightly for the whole of the 
festive period. It costs nothing to dedicate 
a star, but if you’d like to remember 
someone, or even just make a donation 
to help ensure that local families facing 
loss receive the care and support they 
need, please visit www.stfrancis.org.uk/
lightupalife.

The Hospice of St Francis provides total care 
when time is precious for people living with 
life-shortening illnesses in Hertfordshire 
and Buckinghamshire. 

For more information, contact 01442 
869555 or visit www.stfrancis.org.uk.
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HAWRIDGE & 
CHOLESBURY  
CRICKET CLUB
Season ends
Once the dust had 
settled, after a hectic 
and exciting season, 
there has been 
time to sit back and 
analyse what had led 
to the golden year 
just completed.  

In addition to 
the Saturday league 
team winning the Mid Bucks Division 2 title 
unbeaten, the Sunday team went through 
a remarkable second half of the season, 
winning the last 11 matches in a row. This 
included the very last match of the season 
against traditional rivals Penn Street, 

where a whirlwind 171 by Mohammed 
Rifai knocked the opposition flat, as H&C 
mounted a gigantic 336 for 5 in their 40 
overs. In reply, Penn Street reached 155. 
Best bowler was Mick Sargent, with a career 
best of 3 for 28!
At the Club Awards Evening, honours 

were shared amongst a number of players, 
confirming the strength in depth that has 
been developed over the last couple of 
seasons. 

For the Saturday League team,  
the winners were:
Best Batsman: Mohammed Rifai
Best Bowler: Richard Vasey
Players’ Player: Steve Drane

For the Sunday Friendly Team,  
the winners were:
Best Batsman: James Cath
Best Bowler: Digger Reading
Players’ Player: Simon Lister

Overall Playing Awards:
Most Improved Player:  Charlie Barker
Batting Performance of the Season:  
James Cath
Bowling Performance of the Season:  
Digger Reading

The prestigious award of Club Member 
of the Year, as voted for by the members, 
went to Grounds Manager Phil Wright, 
for all the work he did to provide the 
superb playing surfaces the club enjoyed 
throughout the season.

A special award, the ‘Champagne 
Moment of the Season’, was made to Will 
Mills, presented by Andy Halliday. Will took 
a splendid catch in a league match at Lacey 
Green, at a pivotal moment of the game. 
This catch was the catalyst to the bowling 
performance of the season, when Digger 
Reading took 4 wickets in an over, to 
completely change the course of the game.
The Chairman’s Award went to John 

Noakes, for his dedication to the Saturday 
League team. John umpired all but one 
of the 18 league matches. By doing so, he 
earned the club 3 points for every game 

completed.  John’s good humour and high 
quality of umpiring endeared him to one 
and all.
Ellie Redding also received a gift, 

presented by the club’s Welfare Officer, 
Sarah Jones, for her wonderful teas, 
provided for most of the league home 
matches.

Colts
The Colts Awards and Family Fun Day on 
20 September were slightly hampered by 
inclement weather, but the spirits were 
not. Colts and parents made light of the 
conditions to close the season in style.

Overall, a wonderful season.  
Congratulations to Ian Hames and his 
dedicated team of helpers.

Dates for the Diary
15 January: Annual General Meeting

All news, photos and more can be 
found on the club website, which is 
hawridgeandcholesbury.hitscricket.com. 
The club also has a Facebook page.

Brian Ralphs

Awards night at H&CCC

Under 9 Under 10 Under 11

Batsman – Alex Morris Batsman – Ben Morris Batsman – Albert Barber

Bowler – Luke Hames Bowler – Miles Mentiply-
Johnson

Bowler – Oliver Richardson

Most Improved - Cillian Neal Most Improved – Fletcher 
Blount

Most Improved – Finbar 
Blount

Under 12 Under 13 Under 14

Batsman – No award Batsman – Luke Barker Batsman – Christopher Tim-
mins

Bowler – No award Bowler – Sam Hames Bowler – Finlay Barratt

Most Improved – No award Most Improved – Saxon Law-
Gleen

Most Improved -  Thomas 
Harrison

Colts awards were presented as follows:
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CHOLESBURY cum 
ST LEONARDS 
HORTICULTURAL 
SOCIETY 
Weather-wise, 2014 has been a significant 

contrast to the previous few years. A 

warm but wet period was followed by a 

relatively sunny summer until the weather 

broke in early August. Even after that it 

continued warm and we had a long dry 

September. Halloween was the warmest 

on record and our first frost was not until 

November. What does this mean for our 

garden?

Firstly, we should not be lulled into 
a false sense of security about the 
hardiness of our plants. They are not 

cheap and anything you particularly care 
about should, if tender, be brought inside to 
overwinter in conditions appropriate to the 
plant. I have brought in my dahlias, which 

might or might not have survived last winter. 
Secondly, most plants, shrubs and trees 

put on significantly more growth than 
usual. I have written before about the 
severe haircut many of my plants have had 
this year. Not only do they look better for 
it but it has also opened up areas for other 
plants to thrive and, maybe, some new ones 
to be planted. 

Thirdly, the weeds have continued to 
grow in abundance for longer this year. Try 
to keep on top of them. 

Fourthly, unless the rest of November 
is particularly cold, the ground will still be 
warm enough for planting trees and shrubs. 
I have completely reworked my rose bed by 
removing an aster which had gone wild, had 
an unfortunate lax habit and was very late 
in flowering: not the right choice to under-
plant roses. It took some effort to remove 
as the roots were a thick matt, each rose 
almost being strangled. My Japanese razor 
hoe proved invaluable in teasing out the 
roots which had encircled those of the rose. 

It leaves a gap but I will not 
be replanting a rose, having had 

disappointment trying to do this before. 
A new planting scheme has been devised 
involving anemone ‘wild swan’, which was 
plant-of-the-year a couple of years ago. 
It is much lower growing than the usual 
summer anemone with white flowers with 
lilac/blue backs. It should flower from June 
to the first frosts and it repeat flowers. 
It also does not spread like the later 
anemones, nor is it as tall.

The edge of the border will be replanted 
with aquilegia grown from seed and 
cyclamen for the autumn, alternating with 
allium schubertii in the spring. I am sure, 
however, that I will have to be vigilant for 
the aster returning.

Looking for gardening ideas this 
Christmas? The ‘Hillier’ manual of trees 
and shrubs has just been republished to 
celebrate their 150th anniversary: it is the 
affordable bible for trees and shrubs. Why 
not take a trip to visit a garden? Those that 
are open over the winter have something of 
interest at this time. ‘1001 gardens you must 
see before you die’ contains lots of ideas. 

This will be my last report as I am 
unfortunately having to stand down from 
the committee due to work commitments, 
which, although not extensive, always seem 
to clash with key Horticultural society dates. 

Look out for news about 2015 events 
and please note that subscriptions are now 
due. Please contact Di Garner on Montana@
cholesbury.net or call 758347.

Sarah Tricks 
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If you would like to know more about 

the Hilltop Villages Good Neighbours 

Group, you are most welcome to come 

along to the annual tea time get-together 

and AGM to hear what it’s all about at 

Cholesbury Village Hall at 3pm on Thursday 

11 December. Enjoy a cup of tea and slice 

of cake while we thank those who have 

volunteered and welcome anyone else 

who might like to get involved. You can 

hear about activities up and running and 

identify possible projects planned for next 

year and beyond. As we need to record 

formally our activities once a year, we will 

do this by swiftly dealing with an AGM.

Severe Weather Car Scheme
Firstly, a big thank you for the generosity 
of those locals who volunteer with 4x4 
vehicles or winter tyres to support the Car 

Scheme, which will again be operating 
during periods of severe weather. That 
said, it seems that running the scheme has 
brought us some milder winters recently! 

The Scheme is aimed at providing 
our rural community with enhanced 
resilience if the winter weather is severe 
and prolonged. Its purpose is to help 
local people who cannot get about, or 
are nervous driving in tricky conditions, 
to get to medical appointments, restock 
essential food supplies, or collect urgent 
prescriptions, etc. If there is a major 
snowfall during the day we could also 
‘rescue’ stranded villagers at local stations 
or in the environs of the villages! If weather 
conditions prevent social services reaching 
a client, and near neighbours are not 
available, then volunteers may also be able 
to help with certain vital tasks. If you are 
unable to get out due to the weather do 
not hesitate to call the number below.

Volunteer drivers will respond as needed 
between 9am – 7pm and there is a special 
telephone number to use to contact the 
scheme coordinators: 0845 8 735 737. So 
keep this number handy by the phone or 
if out and about on your mobile and draw 
to the attention of anyone you know who 
might benefit.

If you consider yourself community-
spirited and have a suitable vehicle, we 
would really like to hear from you. The 
more drivers we can call on the better 
prepared we will be and we can also share 
out any demands across a larger group. See 
contact details below.

Pub Lunch Club
The Pub Lunch Club meets at lunchtimes 
(12.30pm) at the Black Horse on the second 
Wednesday of each month. First a brief 
note of appreciation to Sandra Taylor, who 

Good Neighbours Group has just moved on. As landlady she has 
made us very welcome since we moved to 
the Black Horse in early 2014, providing us 
with excellent menus and first class service. 
Thanks to Carl Cress, who is now managing 
the pub, for continuing to host our monthly 
get-togethers. Lunches are open to anyone 
living in, or connected with the Hilltop 
Villages. If a lift is needed this can be 
arranged. On offer is a two-course meal, 
plus tea or coffee for just £9. 
The next few dates for your diary are: 

Wednesdays 10 December, 14 January and 
11 February. Booking is made in advance by 
e-mail or telephone the number below. 

Further Information
If you would like to know more about 
or become a volunteer with the Good 
Neighbours Group, go to www.cholesbury.
com and follow the link to Good 
Neighbours Group or contact Chris Brown: 
e-mail goodneighbours@cholesbury.com or 
phone 758890.
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Youngsters at Little Bears Pre-School have 

been thinking of others this term, as well 

as having fun playing.

On a blustery Friday morning, 
children sped round the field at the 
back of  St Leonards Parish Hall, 

not once but twice, to raise money for Dr 
Barnardo’s Big Toddle fund-raising event. 
Despite having little legs, all the children 
cheerily managed the challenge. In the 
true spirt of the Little Bears’ family, some 
children were accompanied by parents and 
grandparents.

All participants were treated to a special 
healthy snack plus a little treat after the 
event, allowing the children to recharge 
their batteries for the rest of the morning, 
before most stayed on for their lunch  
club session.

Little Bears think of others
Play leader Claire Cox said: “The children 

put on their wet weather clothing and 
braved the weather to help others and I 
am extremely proud of them! Although 
our children are very young, some only just 
turned two years, we encourage them to 
consider others, both in their play with us 
and through special events such as the Big 
Toddle, which raises money for those less 
fortunate.”

Claire also praised the enthusiasm of 
the Little Bears for their help in raising 
money for Children in Need. Again, 
parents, grandparents and carers were also 
encouraged to join in the fun, this time by 
dressing up alongside their children for the 
day, in return for a donation. Monies were 
also raised from a cake sale.
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In the last Hilltop News update (June/July) 

we reported that the surveying of the 

Cholesbury Exchange area, the first stage 

of the upgrading to Superfast Broadband 

(SfBb), would start at the end of 2015. 

The good news is that this on-site check 

started during November – a month ahead 

of schedule. 

Alongside this, the work required 
to bring the optical fibre cabling 
to the villages is now being 

investigated and planned. Following this, 
for the majority of properties on the 
exchange, installation work is planned for 
between March and September 2015. For 
the remaining households, which mainly 
comprise those with ‘exchange only’ lines,  
installation is scheduled for sometime 
between October 2015 and March 2016.

In November, members of the Cholesbury 
Superfast Broadband Working Group met 
with Bucks Business First and BT Openspace. 
We will be involved in discussing the siting 
of the new (DSLAM) cabinets needed 
to distribute superfast broadband to 
individual premises.  

Once SfBb-enabled, we understand 
that the vast majority of premises in the 
Cholesbury exchange area will receive a 
broadband service at speeds of 24Mbps 
and greater or, if not, at least 15-24Mbps. 
However, for those properties furthest from 
the new DSLAM cabinets, typically over 
1000 metres, speeds may well fall below 
15Mpbs.

At the November meeting we heard 
about a follow up SfBb programme, 
funded partly by government and district 
authorities. Under this scheme Bucks 
Business First will be tendering early next 

Superfast Broadband update

year for broadband infrastructure providers 
to make SfBb available to exchange areas 
not already included in the current SfBb 
project and in SfBb-enabled exchange 
areas where premises furthermost from the 
DSLAM cabinets cannot access speeds of at 
least 15Mpbs by late 2016. We expect to 
hear more about this and whether it could 
apply in our exchange area during 2015.

Visit the superfast broadband page at 
www.cholesbury.com for background on 
the bid. If you have any questions you can 
contact the Working Group on 758890.

Cholesbury Exchange Superfast Broadband 
Working Group 
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In early 2013, we reported in Hilltop News 

how young James Elliott from Cholesbury 

is keeping the ancient art of farriery 

alive and kicking. James was offered an 

apprenticeship and was successful in a 

number of competitions, nationally and 

internationally. James duly finished his 

apprenticeship and we pick up his progress 

since…

In July 2013 James competed in, and 
was named champion in the apprentice 
section of the UK hand-made horseshoe 

competition. One of his prizes was a 
flight to America, which kick-started eight 
months of travelling. 
In America James met a world renowned 

farrier, Jim Quick, who specialises in tool 
making. “This was a great opportunity 
to learn a few tricks of the trade on how 
to keep my tools in top condition and 
even how to make them. I then visited 
other farriers, spending a couple of weeks 
with them before moving on to the next. 
This was a great way to see the country, 
travelling between Texas, Nevada, New 
Mexico, Colorado and other fantastic 

James the Farrier

places. The opportunity to work with so 
many different farriers was more than 
I could have hoped for. From shoeing 
dressage horses to sliding and roping 
horses, and shoemaking with champion 
farriers, I received some great advice. 
“My final week in America was spent 

competing in Eureka, Nevada. I had four 
classes spread over two days. It was a tough 
competition with some top competitors, 
most of whom were acclimatised to the 
extreme heat, unlike myself! However, I 
managed to achieve a First and a Third in 
my category. The Match Play is all about the 
speed in which you can make a shoe. For 
this I won a very traditional American belt 
buckle and some prize money.
“I continued on my travels to Calgary, 

Canada, where I spent a week at the James’ prize buckle

famous Calgary Stampede, host to the 
blacksmiths world championship. Farriers 
from all over the world travel here to 
compete. Sadly this will be the last year 
that Calgary will host this prestigious 
competition. I wasn’t competing but I am 
very proud to say that the top five in the 
competition were all from the UK. The 
Stampede was a spectacular event with the 
rodeo, chuck wagon racing and heavy horse 
classes. I then spent the next two months 
in Australia and New Zealand: this time for 
the surfing!” 
James returned home to the Hilltops in 

September 2014 to set up his local farrier 
business. He prides himself on delivering 
a friendly, reliable service with a high 
standard of work, producing handmade 
shoes for all equestrian needs: competition 
horses, hunters, draughts, driving, hacks 
and riding club. James is looking to take on 
new clients locally and they can be assured 
of a polite and prompt farriery service.

We wish James every success in his new 
career…ed 
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Did you know that there are around  

17,000 types of fungus in Britain? 

Autumn through to winter is the best 

time to see them and the woodlands and 

fields in our Hilltop villages offer plenty 

of different sites where fungi can appear. 

Clive Carey is a fungi specialist: an interest 

stemming from his liking of mushrooms on 

his dinner plate. He has lived in Cholesbury 

for 40 years and here he gives a run down 

on what you might see locally – and what 

you must beware of!

Amanita phalloides - better known 
as the death cap – is a fungus you 
really must leave well alone. It is the 

greatest cause of fungal poisoning deaths. 
It sits in a bag-like sac called a volva – 
unlike the false death cap, which also has a 
bulbous base but no sac and has a definite 
‘shoulder’. The false variety can more easily 
be recognized by its very strong smell of 
raw potatoes and the remnants of the 
veil stuck on the upper surface of the cap. 
The death cap generally has a smooth top 
surface, which is olive green rather than 
cream coloured.

I was lucky enough to spot the common 
stinkhorn (phallus impudicus) while it 
was still acting as a lunch bar to a host 
of flies. I have never seen this type of 
fly before – with reddish bodies – and 
if anyone knows what type it is I would 
appreciate a call. When most of the flies 
had departed, I managed to photograph 
one remaining individual. Unlike gill fungi, 
which drop spores close by from the gills, 
this distribution method relies on the slime 
round the top, which contains the spores, 
being eaten by flies and other insects and 

also sticking to their legs. The spores are 
transferred longer distances and deposited 
in new locations by being rubbed off or by 
natural bodily functions.

The slime smells like rotting meat – 
disgusting! If you ever get the chance to 
examine a stinkhorn, or even the smaller 
brown dog stinkhorn, close up, you will see 
that the lattice-work construction of the 
stalk is a work of art. When all the slimy 
spore material has been eaten, the head is 
left pure white and the structure collapses 
and decays.

The Cholesbury cricket pitch has offered 
up a good supply of field mushrooms 
(agaric campestris) this year, as has Paul 
and Karen Quilter’s paddock and the area 
around Cholesbury Village Hall. A couple 

of my other photographs are shown on the 
inside front cover of this magazine – the 
creamy white layered fungus of pleurotus 
nebularis: one of the edible oyster varieties 
generally found on dead elm logs; and the 
pretty yellow jelly antler fungus, calcacero 
viscosa.

If you find anything interesting in 
the Hilltops, I’d love to see it – hopefully 
identify it, and take some more 
photographs.

Clive Carey 
djccarey@hotmail.co.uk (758522) 

Look, but don’t touch!

The aptly named death cap

Only flies are attracted to the stinkhorn!
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Between 1984 and 1994, if you enjoyed 

the tradition of a visit to a pantomime as 

part of the Christmas season, you could 

choose between the likes of The London 

Palladium, The Birmingham Hippodrome 

- or Cholesbury Village Hall, where we 

played to packed houses, and ticket touts 

lurking on the common!

How did this tradition come about? 
Way back, when there was a youth 
club in the villages, they provided 

an entertainment for the Thursday Club 
around Christmas time each year. When 
the youth club disbanded, Maggie Sandell 
formed Cholesbury Drama Group with the 
inaugural performance of ‘CinderAlfred’, a 
fifteen minute effort with no scenery and, 
to be honest, not much in the way of a 
script either.

Gradually we became more ambitious 
and a little more sophisticated, especially 
with the great interiors and backdrops 
that Ron Evens painted for us. Liz Firth 
and I went on a stage make-up course 
at Aylesbury College. We hired various 
costumes: notably a cow, a goose, three 
bears and a wolf. Madeline Finlay worked 
away on her sewing machine and Carol 
Henry choreographed dance routines for 
umpteen children, always hoping that 
they would not tumble off the stage. Dora 
Lamasz and Paula Angell faithfully vamped 
on the piano for us.

Can anyone remember Daisy the Cow 
(or, as they were introduced, two Henrys, 
Carol and Mark in a skin) doing the 
Can-Can, the Charleston and the Polka, 
with Ron as the Dame? Or the beanstalk 
magically ‘growing’, complete with sound 
effects, right up to the roof of the hall? Or 
the wicked wolf in Red Riding Hood (Francis 
Sanger) performing his magic tricks? Or, 
the ‘Hey, big spender’ number, proving we 
could do raunchy?
We did tend to be type cast: Ron was our 

perennial dame and Erin Thwaites was our 
perennial villain. She was obviously very 
authentic as on one of our videos there is 
a child in the audience crying to go home 
each time the villain appeared on stage! 
And we had an international cast: at various 
times a Canadian dragon, a Canadian giant 
and, appropriately, a Canadian Father Bear 
– Joan Barnard of course.
Ron, Paul, Liz, Carol, Erin, Madeline and 

George, Joan, Windsor, Francis, Carolyn, 
Maggie, John, occasional guests and 
numerous village children (who are now 
parents themselves!) Didn’t we have the 
time of our lives?

Although, of course, we hoped that 
the audiences would thoroughly enjoy 
our performances, probably the most fun 
we had was at the practices. One year, 
during the dress rehearsal of Cinderella, 
Paul Nicholson and Ron (again!) who were 
playing the Ugly Sisters, had a scene where 
they were getting dressed for the ball. 
We already had them trussed up in giant 
stuffed bras and long johns and I remember 
Liz and I fell off our chairs, crying with 

Scenes and players 
from the golden age 
of Cholesbury pantos

Oh yes 
it was…

laughter as they attempted to struggle 
into dresses. One of them managed 
inadvertently to get a leg down an armhole 
and the other accidentally got the whole 
garment on back to front. It was meant to 
be comical – but the scene was never as 
funny again once they had mastered the art 
of putting on women’s clothes!

For those of you who can’t recall 
Cholesbury Village Hall in those days – there 
was a nice little stage with a door off it 
into the side room. This side room was our 
changing room for the whole cast: men, 
women and children. It was the entrance 
and exit to the stage, the costume and 
props store and the niche for the very 
necessary prompter. We would never be 
allowed to do that these days – separate 
dressing rooms, chaperones, CRB checks 
would all be required: but in the 80s and 90s 
nobody minded and we all had great fun.

So what happened? Why did we stop? 
Well, as the song goes ‘Nobody loves a fairy 
when she’s 40, nobody loves a fairy when 
she’s old’. Sadly we all grew up!

Hilary Sheppard

WENDOVER CHORAL 
SOCIETY
Wendover Choral Society presents 
‘A Baroque Christmas’ on Saturday 
6 December at 7.30pm at St Mary’s 
Church, Wendover.

For any of you who have been before, 
this promises to be an amazing 
production conducted by Peter Bassano 
with ‘Equale Baroque’ Soloists.

Tickets are £12; Concessions £10; 16 and 
17 year olds £5; under 16 Free - Phone 
01296 623123 or at the door if still 
available.
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by the Reverend 

David Burgess

We’ve marked 

a series of 

anniversaries this 

year in our thinking 

about war, peace and reconciliation. 

Here’s another more minor anniversary to 

consider. Seventy years ago, in early winter 

1944, as World War II was drawing to its 

close, the five-year-long London blackout 

officially ended. It started with a  

‘dim-out’, where moonlight-strength 

lighting was allowed, and was lifted 

completely the following April. Those of us 

who were not there can only imagine what 

the five years of a blacked-out London must 

have been like, and the sense of freedom 

that its lifting must have brought. 

There’s another story on a similar theme. 
The author Robert Louis Stevenson, when 
a child, was watching from his bedroom as 
a man lit lamps at dusk in the street below. 
His governess came into the bedroom and 
asked what he was doing. “I’m watching 
that man cutting holes in the darkness”, he 
replied.
The prophet Isaiah said: “The people 

who walked in darkness have seen a great 
light. Those who walked in the valley of 
the shadow of death, on them has the 
light shone”. 

The Bible frequently makes use of 
darkness and light as twin symbols of the 

contrast between good and evil.  
Not only does Isaiah promise  
that God’s people would have  
light shining on them, but John  
in his Gospel stated that the light – Jesus 
Christ, the Incarnate Son of God - had come 
into the world. And we celebrate the Jesus 
who came not only to cut holes in the 
darkness but to lift it away entirely. 

The symbols are part of the power 
and attraction of the Christmas story - 
whether it be young children experiencing 
a Christingle service for the first time, or 
adults once again reliving the mystery of a 
candlelit midnight communion.
The two stories both resonate with Jesus’ 

coming into the world and our response. 
The blackout is lifted: Jesus gives us true 
freedom by cutting away and eventually 
removing all that is wrong and evil in our 
lives. There is still darkness in the world 
- we can’t fail to notice that. What Jesus 
calls us to do in turn is to be lamplighters 
ourselves, carrying his message to the world 
and playing our part in cutting holes in the 
darkness.

So each Christmas we celebrate the birth 
of a special child, and rightly so. But it’s also 
vital that we remember what that child was 
to do when he became an adult; so that our 
faith isn’t fixed at the level of adoring the 
baby and leaving all that we believe at the 
manger, without looking forward to the 
Cross and the Resurrection.

May your Christmas be a peaceful and 
blessed time, and may you grow more 
daily in the knowledge of Christ the Light 

of the World.

Light and Darkness
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CHURCH SERVICES IN THE FOUR PARISHES: DECEMBER 2014 AND JANUARY 2015 

DATE DAY St John the Baptist 
THE LEE 

St Leonard’s 
ST LEONARDS 

St Laurence 
CHOLESBURY 

St Mary’s 
HAWRIDGE 

 
7 Dec 

 
Advent 2 

8.00 am 
 

10.00 am 

Holy Communion 
 

Christingle 
11.00 am Parish Communion 

with Sunday School 
9.30 am Holy Communion 9.30 am Christingle 

14 Dec Advent 3 10.00am Parish Communion 
With Sunday School 3.30 pm Nativity Service 6.00 pm Carol Service 9.30 am Holy Communion 

21 Dec Advent 4 6.00 pm Carol Service 6.00 pm Carol Service - Shared Service at 
Hawridge 

11.00 am Shared Parish 
Communion 

24 Dec Christmas Eve 3.30 pm Crib Service 11.30 pm Midnight Communion - - 5.30 pm Carol Service 

25 Dec Christmas Day 10.00 am Parish Communion 11.15 am Christmas Family 
Service 

- Shared Service at 
Hawridge 

10.00 am Shared Parish 
Communion 

28 Dec Sunday after 
Christmas 

- Joint Service at 
Cholesbury 

- Joint Service at 
Cholesbury 

- Joint Four Parish 
Communion 

10.00 am Joint Service at 
Cholesbury 

4 Jan Christmas 2 
8.00 am 

 
10.00 am 

Holy Communion 
 

All-Age Worship 
11.00 am Parish Communion 

with Sunday School 
9.30 am Holy Communion 9.30am New Year 

Family Service 

11 Jan Epiphany 1 /  
Baptism of Christ 

10.00 am Parish Communion 
with Sunday School 

6.00 pm Parish Communion 10.00 am Matins 9.30 am Holy Communion 

18 Jan Epiphany 2 10.00 am Matins 11.00 am Shared Parish 
Communion 

- 
Shared Service at 

St Leonard s 
- 

Shared Service at 
St Leonard s 

25 Jan Epiphany 3 /  
Conversion of St Paul 

10.00 am Parish Communion 9.00 am Breakfast Service 9.00 am Quiet Communion 11.00 am Parish Communion 

	  
VICAR	  AND	  RECTOR	  
Revd.	  David	  Burgess	  
The	  Vicarage,	  The	  Lee	  
Great	  Missenden	  
Bucks	  
HP16	  9LZ	  
01494	  837315	  
d.burgess@clara.net	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
ASSOCIATE	  PRIEST	  
Revd.	  Pippa	  Soundy	  
Church	  Room	  Tel:	  
01494	  757048	  
pippasoundy@btinternet.com	  	  

PARISH	  SECRETARY	  
Peggy	  Sear	  
07724115200	  
peggysear@icloud.com	  
	  

	  
CHURCHWARDENS	  
The	  Lee	  
Trevor	  Pearce	  
01494	  837601	  
trevorm.pearce@hotmail.co.uk	  

Rod	  Neal	  
01494	  837264	  
rodandjane.neal@googlemail.com	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
St	  Leonards	  
Ann	  Horn	  
01494	  758250	  
annhorn43@aol.com	  
	  
Cholesbury	  
John	  Farmer	  
01494	  758715	  
jandb.farmer@btopenworld.com	  

	  
Hawridge	  
Joan	  Walton	  
01494	  758332	  
	  
Elizabeth	  Tomlin	  
01494	  758214	  
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HAWRIDGE

During September 
we were 
delighted to have 

two baptisms, welcoming 
three young children 
into the Church. On 
Sunday 7 September, 
Sarah and Tom Robinson from Medlars 
brought their younger daughter Beatrice 
Rose to be baptised during the Family 
Service. On Sunday 28th September both 
Bunny Victoria Elizabeth, daughter of 
Hayley Burgess-
Biggerstaff and 
Adam Popple – 
who were married 
at St. Mary’s 
in 2012 – and 
Benjamin Cecil, 
son of Bonnie and 
David Burgess-
Biggerstaff ,were 
baptised.  Both 
families live locally, with Adam having 
particularly strong links with Hawridge.

The Hawridge Common Market, a new 
fundraiser for us, took place on Saturday 

28 September, James Watson’s and Sue 
Williams’ inimitable auctioneering skills 
helped to raise a record amount to send to 
Cholesbury’s nominated charity – ‘Send a 
Cow’.  Wonderful food and good company 
ensured the evening was enjoyed by all.

The funeral of Audrey Page, formerly 
of Bellingdon Farm and latterly of 
Wigginton and Darlington took place on 29 
September.

October began with a visit by Matt Smith 
to look at the bells, as he is re-writing 
a book of Buckinghamshire Bells to be 
published next year. Huge thanks to Linden 
and Stephen who came to the rescue with 
a long ladder so Matt could actually reach 
our Chandler bells - one from the 1670s, the 
heavier recast in 1914. Matt, a clockmaker 
and restorer with Smith’s of Derby (who 
also installed the new clock at Hastoe 
village Hall) assured us there were no bats 
in the belfry - just jackdaws! He noted a 
number of repairs that we need to make - 
fixing two holes and restoring the missing 
louvres on the south side, which should 
keep out the Jackdaws!

HAWRIDGE

Holy Baptism

7 September 2014 – Beatrice Rose Robinson

28 September 2014 – Bunny Victoria Elizabeth Burgess-Popple

28 September 2014 – Benjamin Cecil Burgess-Biggerstaff

CHOLESBURY

Confirmation

5 October 2014 – Florence Hobbs

Ben Burgess-Biggerstaff

Bunny Burgess-Popple

Beatrice Robinson baptism

On 12 October a presentation of plants 
and cards was made to Ian and Heather 
Morgan in recognition of their work with St 
Mary’s over the past three years, and later 
in the week, a ‘Get Well’ encouragement 
was taken to Margaret and Joan Walton. 
Thanks to all those who gave generously.
On 2 November the All Souls’ Evensong 

remembered friends, relatives and 
parishioners. Each name was movingly 
read by James, and candles were lit in their 
memory. On Saturday 29 November our 
Christmas Fayre takes place at the Church, 
from 10 – 1pm. There will be a fantastic 
opportunity to win a unique prize for the 
adults and a huge reindeer for the children 
(kindly donated by En-Route). If you miss 
the Saturday, come along to St Mary’s on 
either Friday 5th or Friday 12 December 
between 2 and 4pm to buy your cards, 
presents and raffle tickets.  

On Sunday 7 December at 9.30am we 
are holding our Christingle at the Family 
Service. Do join us for the making of the 
Christingles on Saturday 6th at 9.30am at 
Benton Potts. Just telephone Elizabeth on 

27 September at the Rose & Crown car 
park, where locals turned out in force to 
buy bread, vegetables, gifts, plants, cakes, 
etc and helped us raise £825. Such was the 
success of the event that we are holding 
our Christmas Fayre on 29 November at the 
Church, and a spring and autumn market 
will return next year. Thank you to everyone 
who supported this, in whatever capacity.

At the Harvest Supper and Auction on 
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Ancient and Modern that was issued in 
August this year. We can still start the day 
with ‘Christ whose glory fills the sky’ and 
end with ‘The day thou gavest Lord has 
ended’ but we can now add ‘I, the lord of 
sea and sky’, ‘Will you come and follow me’ 
or ‘Lord of the dance’.  Thus the hymns of 
Charles Wesley, who founded Methodism in 
the 18th century, are joined with those of 
John Bell, who is from the 21st century  
Iona Community.

They say ‘man proposes and God 
disposes’ and so it seemed for our Harvest 
Festival in September. We chose Sunday 
28th but, with the exceptional season, 
much produce was already harvested. 
Fortunately, many people preserve their 
produce and we included jams, honey 
and lemon curd among our Harvest gifts. 
Produce was brought to the Festival Service 
and the traditional hymns were sung. In the 
evening the Harvest Supper was a Chicken 
and grapes recipe prepared by Brigid, Rosie, 
Philip, Linda, Maggie and Liz and enjoyed 
in a full Village Hall. Then the Auction took 
place with our trusty duo of Sue and James. 
The now famous Hawridge Beetroots were 
again available alongside cakes, cookies, 
vegetables, wine, fruit and much more. 
Traditionally our village boys deliver the 
bought items and once again they rapidly 
found the successful bidders. Guy, in charge 

ST LEONARDS

The PCC’s from all four Parishes 
were invited by Pippa and 
David to an ‘Away 

Day’ in our Church 
Room on Saturday 
8 November, where 
we considered the 
Churches’ way forward in a world which 
becomes  more complicated by the day. 
This led to a wide and all-encompassing 
discussion and we were most grateful to 
have had this opportunity. Thank you both.

Remembrance Day on Sunday 9 November 
was made all the more poignant by the 
Anniversary of the First World War and as 
we gathered around the War Memorial, 
Tricia Birchley laid a wreath on behalf 
of Bucks CC,  James Nisbet on behalf of 
the RNVR and Ann Horn on behalf of St 
Leonards and Buckland Common. It was a 
sparkling morning and we were joined as 
usual by an ever-increasing group of cyclists 
who appreciate so much being able to be a 
part of this solemn service in a small country 
churchyard. The Sunday School children had 
made poppies which were laid on the altar 
and the service was conducted by Kevan 

CHOLESBURY

On Sunday 5 
October, we 
welcomed 

Florence Grace Plum 
Hobbs into the 
church when she 
was confirmed by 
the Bishop of Buckingham. The service took 
place at St Mary’s, Wendover which, since 
its recent re-ordering, is a superb meeting 
place with facilities for important events. A 
lively band complemented the solemn parts 
of the service and the church had plenty 
of space to take photos of Flo’s special 
occasion.

We have invested in a new Hymnbook.  
This will allow us to use the hymns sung 
in other Deanery churches or heard on 
BBC’s Songs of Praise and we are grateful 
to Pippa for finding the new edition of 

of counting the money, was able, without 
delay, to announce takings of £354! The 
final amount sent to ‘Send a Cow’ was £497 
and we thank all those who made Harvest 
such a success.

On Saturday 25 October, a party of 32 
from all four parishes visited Christchurch 
College and Cathedral in Oxford. We 
enjoyed a tour of the cathedral by a very 
well informed guide who had the knack 
of finding the right position so we could 
all hear. There is much to see, particularly 
the windows, as the cathedral has superb 
stained glass. The earliest dates from 1320 
and depicts the martyrdom of Thomas 
Becket. There are several big windows 
with stained glass from the 19th century 
by Burne-Jones, including a picture of St 
Catherine modelled on Edith Liddell, the 
sister of Alice of Wonderland fame.The 
Patron saint of Oxford is the eighth century 
St Frideswide and her ancient shrine now 
has a modern display of brightly coloured 
figures. In the Art gallery we saw a picture 
painted by Tintoretto of St Lawrence 
meeting his death on a gridiron. This is a 
gruesome picture, unlike the handsome 
saint in the west window of Cholesbury 
church! Tea was served in the Great Hall 
and it wasn’t difficult to see why much of 
the filming for ‘Harry Potter’ was done 
here. We ended the day with a beautiful 
Choral Evensong and were delighted that a 
formal welcome was made to Cholesbury in 
our diocesan Cathedral.     

Another successful Harvest!

Presents bound for Eastern Europe

758214 if you would like to come.
Our traditional Christmas Eve Carol 

Service starts at 5.30pm and this year, by 
kind invitation of Neil and Emma Clifford, 
is followed by a post-service gathering at 
Hawridge Court (next door to the church) 
for anyone who would like to stay for 
an hour or so and enjoy canapés, mince 
pies and mulled wine after the service. 
Please e-mail janethopkinson@tiscali.co.uk 
(757059) to book your ticket(s) as numbers 
will be limited to 50 and cannot be bought 
on the night. A donation of £5 per adult 
and £3 per child will secure your invitation, 
so please let us know ASAP if you would 
like to come. ALL money raised will be 
going to St. Mary’s Fabric Fund, and Neil 
and Emma have most generously offered to 
double whatever we raise from ticket sales. 
And so into 2015 - a New Year/Epiphany 

Celebration Service will take place on 
Sunday 4 January at 9.30am. We’d love to 
see you there.

We ended a busy month on 26 October 
with our Shoe Box service. Parishioners 
gave 17 boxes with presents for children or 
families that will be sent to Eastern Europe. 
There were heavy boxes and light boxes 
and boxes that rattled, but each went 
with Christmas wishes from Cholesbury. 
Our final hymn, ‘Let all the world in every 
corner sing’ reminded us that Christmas is 
celebrated in many countries.

We have two particular events at 
Cholesbury for Christmas. The Carol Service 
is on Sunday 14 December at 6 pm and is 
complete with choir, candles, readings and 
mulled wine. On Monday 22nd we gather 
at the Village Hall to sing carols around the 
village from 7pm. Do join us, bring torches 
and wrap up well.
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HAWRIDGE & 
CHOLESBURY 
COMMONS 
PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY
Calendar
We are very proud of our 2015 local 
Calendar which has again been tastefully 
designed by Susie Bell and features the work 
of many talented local photographers. It is 
a beautiful record of scenes that we can see 
on a daily basis and of some of the activities 
that take place on our Commons. Hopefully, 
the close-up photos will also prompt us all 
to look more carefully at some of the simple 
things that we often take for granted.  

This year we have been particularly 
fortunate to have help in meeting the 
printing costs from local businesses: 
Cherry Tree House (Care Home for the 
Elderly), Chiltern Motors, James Jolliffe, 
HG Matthews, Philip Matthews and MT 
Loos. The calendar has been printed by 
Orbit Press who has again provided us with 
excellent service.

We are very grateful to all who have 
assisted us in this venture since last year’s 
calendar sales provided a very important 
part of the Society’s revenue, helping 
us to carry out necessary work on the 
Commons. The calendars (£10 each) 
can be viewed on our website: www. 
hawridgeandcholesburycommons.org and 
are available from Chiltern Motors or from 
lindsaygriffin@yahoo.co.uk (758440). 

Cards: Our lovely wildflower and 
butterfly cards are also available from Sue 
Phillips, suephill@btconnect.com (757202) 
and make lovely gifts.

AGM
The AGM was held on 18 November and 
a full report will be included in the next 
edition of the Hilltop News. As always, our 
annual subscriptions (£10 per member) 
became due at the AGM. If two adults in 
a family become members, children are 
included free.  Subscriptions are payable 
either by visiting our website (you do not 
have to subscribe to PayPal to use this 
method) or you can pay our Treasurer: Ben 
Lewis, 7 Sandpit Hill Cottages, Cholesbury 
Lane, Cholesbury HP23 6NF. Ben can also 

Royle. We gathered for coffee afterwards 
and there were many conversations about 
those who had given their lives in both wars. 
Christian Aid – On Sunday 30 November, 
Advent Sunday, there is to be a joint 
4-Parish service at The Lee at 10am with 
a speaker from Christian Aid, who will 
talk about the work of this amazing 
organisation.

Our Christmas Tea Party is on Wednesday 
17 December. We meet first of all in the 
Church, where Richard Charles will weave 
his magic as usual - we never know in 
advance what he will say or play but it’s 
always interesting! We meet again on 
Wednesday 28 January. Please let Anne 
Lake (01296 620169) or Anne Butterworth 
(678700) know if you would like a lift.

We begin our Christmas celebrations with 
the Nativity for the younger children on 
Sunday 14 December at 3.30pm with a dress 
rehearsal on Saturday 13th.  You don’t have 
to be a Sunday Schooler to take part – just 
come along – you will be very welcome. 
Further details from Barbara Baddon 
(757238) blbaddon@clara.co.uk

The Carol Service – the traditional Festival 
of Nine Lessons and Carols – when our 
little church is decorated with candles and 
greenery - is on Sunday 21 December at 
6pm. This year, we are delighted and most 
grateful that we are to have a contribution 
from the Hilltop Villages Community 
Choir - might this encourage some more 

participants to this wonderful group?  
Midnight Communion is at 11.30pm on 
Christmas Eve, followed by our Christmas 
Family Service at 11.15am on Christmas 
morning. Time to baste the Turkey, pop into 
Church for this short informal service and 
be home again in time to get it all together 
just after 12 noon! It’s a hectic but most 
special time and it would be lovely to see 
you at some of the services. Don’t forget 
transport is always available – particularly 
if conditions are icy. Please ring Ann Horn 
(758250).

Christingle – We are holding our Christingle 
Service on Sunday 1st February. This is 
always a service dedicated to the Church 
of England’s Children’s Society, so do come. 
You will be given a Christingle to light 
as well as hearing about the work of this 
marvellous organisation - and there’s a lot 
of sweets involved! 

Breakfast Services – these continue to grow 
and grow – thanks to all of you of all ages 
who come! We don’t meet in December but 
much look forward to seeing you again on 
25 January at 9am for a hearty breakfast 
and some post-Christmas thoughts! 

No shortage of broom twigs on the common!

Remembrance Day
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provide you with a form if you would prefer 
to pay by Standing Order (treasurer.hccps@
gmail.com). 

Events
We hope to hold a number of events over 
the year, which will encourage creative use 
of materials found on the Commons. The 
recent workshop run by Isobel Clark making 
witches’ brooms was a great success and 
popular with children of all ages. Isobel first 
demonstrated how to go about making 
a besom broom and then with Christine’s 
permission the adults and children collected 
Birch branches and Hazel rods for handles on 
the Common before returning to the Village 
Hall to make their own brooms. It was a 
hive of industry and Isobel and other adult 
helpers were kept busy securing the switches 
to the handles and helping the younger 
ones to decorate their finished brooms. 
Afterwards a race was held outside, with all 
participants receiving Halloween treats. 
We are grateful to the Chiltern Commons 
Project for a grant to cover some of the costs 
and to Isobel and her helpers for organizing 
this fun activity. 

At present plans are underway to have 
a workshop making Christmas wreaths 
and Clive Carey is looking to have a 
fungus walk if conditions are right. We 
also have a number of ideas for activities 
in the forthcoming months but we would 
welcome suggestions for projects that you 
would like for adults or children. One such 
suggestion is taking part in the Big Picnic 

initiative, which will be widely celebrated 
on other commons and venues throughout 
the country on 21 June 2015. Details of 
these and other activities will be announced 
on New Grapevine and on our website.

Hilltop Conservation Group
The scheduled Hilltop Conservation Group 
sessions for 30 November will be at Shire 
Lane to cut down saplings and cut back 
blackthorn and, on 14 December, along 
the Bottom Ride below Shepherd’s Cottage 
to clear up brash following forestry 
operations. There will then be a Christmas 
break before sessions resume on 18 January 
and the sessions will continue fortnightly 
until 29 March. The program for the New 
Year is not yet finalized, but if you would 
like to join in on any of these sessions, 
please visit the website for details of 
location, etc, nearer the time. Do remember 
that you are most welcome to come to any 
single session and for whatever amount of 
time you have available. 

Ponds
We are very grateful to James Jolliffe for the 
work he carried out both on the Dew Pond 
and on Pallett’s Pond. The work on the Dew 
Pond, in accordance with recommendations 
of pond expert Rod d’Ayala, was to clear 
some of the rushes, which were taking over, 
to leave room for smaller plants, such as 
the county-rare Water Purslane, to flourish. 
James also helped clear some of the soil 
from Pallett’s Pond. This is back-breaking 
work for volunteers and the use of his 
digger was greatly appreciated. 

We do appreciate that the pond looks 
unsightly at the moment, but we are making 
efforts to eradicate the New Zealand Pygmy 
Weed and keep the Sweetgrass under 
control: all of which is time consuming. 
Unfortunately, since Bucks Highways 
built the gabion wall by the roadside, the 
pond has not filled to its previous depth 
and, sadly, it will not do so again unless 

The Hilltop Conservation Group takes a welcome break

something can be done to seal the gabion 
wall. This is beyond our resources.

Nesting boxes
Have you spotted the new nesting boxes on 
the Commons? We look forward to hearing 
whether they have been successful in 
attracting residents. They will be monitored 
by Norman Shepherd and his colleague, 
Andy, from Bucks Owl and Raptor Group 
and, hopefully, other boxes will be installed 
on other properties around the area soon.

Lindsay Griffin

Pond-dipping course
In a previous article for Hilltop News, I 
described our pond-dipping at Pallett’s 
Pond. It was fascinating, but we felt that we 
did not have enough knowledge to be able 
to identify most of the organisms we found. 
So I attended a lottery funded pond-dipping 
course at the Amersham Field Centre on 
behalf of the Chiltern Commons Project. 

There is a large, clay-lined pond at 
the Centre and we were able to practise 
identification methods using a Field Studies 
Council key to the invertebrates. Absolutely 
essential to any identification is the use of 
a jeweller’s loupe (small hand-lens). Loupes 
are used by professional and amateur 
field biologists for help in identifying 
species in field situations where a full-sized 
microscope is impractical.Together we 
identified over thirty organisms, suggesting 
the pond provided a healthy environment 
for a wide range of creatures. 

Later, we went to a lovely stretch of the 
River Chess, near Sarratt Bottom. Here the 
stream is wide and shallow enough to wade 
through without over-topping our boots. 
We were shown a method of catching 
specimens in our nets which involved facing 
downstream, holding the net upright 
and upside down in the water and then 
kicking the stream bed, gradually moving 
our feet closer to the net. Stones, grit and 
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living creatures all gathered together and 
were then placed in the white trays so that 
we could sift through the debris. This is 
a completely different method of taking 
samples from the one that is recommended 
for ponds, where every effort should be 
made not to disturb the substrate.  

One creature we found was a signal 
crayfish: a species native to America. This 
one was dead, but its presence indicated 
that they are part of the ecology of the 
River Chess. Consequently, the native white-
clawed crayfish that lives in the Chess is 
under threat from this non-native species, 
which carries the deadly crayfish plague. 
Though tolerated by healthy, un-stressed 
signal crayfish, this disease is fatal to 
European crayfish.  

The threat from disease and alien plants 
is taken very seriously by naturalists and 
we were instructed how to clean all the 
equipment that had been used at the pond. 

Coincidentally, while we were in the 
River Chess, I heard the distinctive call of 
a ring-necked parakeet from the poplar 
trees beside the river - another alien species 
which thrives in areas in and around 
London. Like many non-native species, there 
is some evidence that its presence can be 
detrimental to local native bird populations, 
especially when it comes to their noisy and 
dominant behaviour at bird tables.

Linden Bevan-Pritchard
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I had an interesting conversation with a 
local amateur historian about the Great 
War. Though there are many accounts of 

contributions of those within these shores 
during World War II, the same could not 
be said about the ‘Home Front’, which was 
coined for the first time at the outbreak of 
the Great War. Between 1939-45 there were 
initiatives to gather fruits from hedgerows 
and woodlands, from which preserves and 
other vitamin-rich foodstuffs could be 
produced. In fact we should acknowledge 
the contribution of Claire Loewenfeld, who 
lived in Buckland Common during and after 
WW2, who did much to encourage the 
collection of hedgerow rosehips and other 
fruits to address vitamin deficiencies being 
suffered by adults and children.

During the first year or two of WW1 
supplies of all sorts essential to the war 
effort could, if in short supply, be brought 
across the ocean from America. However, 
by 1917 the Germans had cottoned on to 
this and deployed vessels to disrupt the 
supply chain. One of the more bizarre 
initiatives was one to boost the availability 
of acetone, essential for the manufacture 
of cordite, the explosive used in just about 
all armaments. 

Prior to the War much of the acetone 
came from the USA. Recognising there was 
a risk to supplies a factory was established 
in the Forest of Dean. But it could not 
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A Journey Through Trees**

keep up with demand and it was decided 
to ‘raid the larder’ and use alternatives 
such as potatoes and maize. But another 
solution was soon developed promoting 
the use of the fruits of the horse chestnut, 
or conkers. Schools, scout and guide groups 
were instructed to co-ordinate collection 
by children. There is no evidence so far for 
conker collection in these villages though 
children at Hawridge and Cholesbury school 
were given afternoons off during October 
and regularly collected over 1800 lbs of 
blackberries each year for the war effort. I 
was told that Stone School near Aylesbury 
gathered over 3.5 tons of conkers in 1917! 

Nationally, many thousands of tons must 
have been collected and the Ministry of 
War paid 7/6d per hundredweight. Sadly, 
very little of this nationwide harvest was 
ever converted into acetone. Apparently 
both the logistics of getting the conkers 
to the factories in Poole and Kings Lynn 
largely defeated the railways, and in any 
case the inefficiency of the industrial 
process resulted in only three months 
production, with nearly all of the conkers 
just rotting away in train sidings!

Meanwhile, I learnt that the pastime 
of ‘conkers’ is, surprisingly, a much 
more modern custom than one would 
expect. It was probably originally known 
as ‘conquerors’ and played, not with 
horse chestnuts but with snail shells. 

The transition to using horse chestnuts 
apparently started around 1850 on the Isle 
of Wight. In the West Midlands, where the 
tradition was the strongest, it is where a 
short rhyme was perhaps first recited: ‘Obli, 
obli, onker, my first conker (conquer)’. One 
is left to wonder if interest generated by 
the mass collection of conkers during the 
Great War was responsible for spawning 
the subsequent enthusiasm amongst 
schoolchildren.

An ancient custom, steeped in both 
folklore and religion, is the preparation and 
ritual use of willow in ceremonies. There are 
many examples of willow being fashioned 
into ‘wands’ for use in Wicca and later 
Christian ceremonies, including the practice 
of ‘beating the bounds’. The country dance 
‘Stripping the Willow’ symbolises the 
ceremonial removal of bark to expose the 
white wood. There are also connections in 
folklore between the woodland willow and 
the ‘Green Man of the Woods’ or ‘Green 
George’ who was, and apparently is still, 
venerated in Suffolk. He was depicted in 
the form of a man woven from willow 
strands and known colloquially as a wicker 
man. Coincidentally, the 1967 cult film ‘The 
Wicker Man’ is based on the book ‘Ritual’ 
that was written by David Pinner, who until 
recently lived in Cholesbury. 

Weaving willow into wicker structures is 
an ancient craft. The book I was browsing is 
by the legendary, and sadly, now late Roger 
Deakin (book details below). He gives over 
one chapter to the willow and its uses. I 
was drawn into the story by Roger’s elegant 
descriptions, starting with how willow 
traditionally grows near water, though 
when farmed is more often grown on low-
lying ground, such as the Suffolk Levels, 
where water movement is managed so that 
the roots always remain in moistened soil. 

Harvesting starts in November and 
continues until mid-winter when planting 
or ‘seeding’ begins in earnest. Today bark 
is stripped by machine, saving hands being 

The coincidence of a chance discussion and a browse through a remarkable book got me 

thinking how some trees have a heritage that is largely steeped in mythology, whereas 

others are principally valued for their practical uses. Either way the distinction is often not 

that clear-cut, and there is often a crossover or interconnection between myths, customs 

social history and crafts.

cut to ribbons. Some willow is still used 
‘wet’ to make fishing creels and bicycle 
baskets. Perhaps the most recent trend, 
providing a valuable new line for the 
industry, is for wicker coffins. However, 
nearer to home, willow wicker is used today 
to manufacture balloon baskets and once 
used for housing Aylesbury Ducks sent by 
train to London each day to be sold at the 
poultry market at Smithfield.

Deakin continues with a treatise on 
the tradition of willow cricket bats from 
1741 and how this has evolved into the 
profitable industry it is today. After their 
‘birth’ and early life in the cricket-bat 
willow tree nursery this variety of white 
willow is planted out on the edge of the 
wildwood where, for about ten years, it is 
ruthlessly pruned back several times a year, 
resulting in a very dense stout tree which 
is eventually deemed ready for harvesting, 
‘polling’ stacking, grading, compressing, 
cutting to size, assembling to the handle, 
‘knocking in’, polishing with a horse’s 
shinbone, oiling and labelling ready for sale. 
At the start of the next season it might even 
get its first outing on Cholesbury Common! 

We may not be able to see willow 
beds in the Chilterns, but there are good 
examples of the willow family around, like 
goat willow, also known as ‘pussy-willow’ 
that brighten up our hedgerows and 
woodland edges around January-February. 
Meanwhile, many of the horse chestnut 
trees we see nearby were planted as a 
thanksgiving tribute at the end of World 
War One.

**Roger Deakin’s book: ‘Wildwood - A 
Journey Through Trees’ is a fascinating read 
and would make an excellent Christmas 
present for anyone who enjoys trees. That’s 
all this time. Questions and comments 
welcome chrisbrown@rayshill.com or phone 
758890.
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While many of us cite lack of time or 

inclination to attend Church on a regular 

basis, a recent survey revealed that most – 

irrespective of personal faith commitment 

- recognize the importance of the Church 

itself as an integral part of village life. Your 

interest in the Church may be personal, 

aesthetic or purely from a historical/

traditional aspect, yet most of us will have 

attended Church weddings, funerals and 

christenings and many of us the traditional 

services at Christmas, Easter and  

Harvest festival. 

Unsurprisingly, our tiny village of 
Hawridge attracts a relatively small 
regular congregation. Yet annual 

running costs amount to approximately 
£11,000, which includes St Mary’s 
contribution to the Oxford Diocese of 
£7,080. Our regular fund raising events 

Be a star: buy a star
such as the fete - which we share with 
Cholesbury – and our own annual cream 
tea, quiz and patronal concert raise vital 
funds to help us meet these yearly running 
costs. But we now have a potentially much 
greater financial burden to face.

Worryingly, the fabric of St Mary’s is 
beginning to show signs of its age (well, 
some of it has stood for over 800 years!) 
with several large cracks appearing in the 
walls inside the church. These have been 
looked at carefully by experts and are 
currently being measured to record any 
further movement. We have already acted 
on the advice that the large horse chestnut 
in the churchyard be removed in the hope 
of stopping the cracks getting worse. It will 
be another year before we know for sure 
whether this action alone was sufficient, or 
whether we will have to take more drastic 
action in the form of bracing the interior 
walls. This will be at a cost estimated to 
run into tens of thousands of pounds. 
Needless to say, we do not have that money 

Cracks appearing at St Mary’s

readily available (nor anything near that 
amount) and whilst some may be of the 
belief that ‘The Church’ has untold wealth 
at its disposal, the harsh fact remains that 
as a village church we are responsible for 
funding the repairs. 

With this in mind we would like to 
invite you to buy a fabric star to boost our 
fund.  Each star you buy will be identified 
as your own and will adorn the Christmas 
tree outside St Mary’s. On Twelfth Night 
we will pluck one lucky star from the tree 
and the owner can choose from one of the 
following unique prizes…

A ‘champagne’ drive for two in a 1935 
vintage Alvis Firebird open tourer.

A pony and trap carriage drive for 3 people.

A ride round the villages in a big green 
tractor – every boy’s dream!

The fabric stars can be bought at our 
Christmas Fayre on Saturday 29 November 
at the Church (10-1) or on Friday 5 and 
12 December between 2 and 4pm. If you 
prefer you can buy and donate online - 
please e-mail janethopkinson@tiscali.co.uk 

for details. Stars are just £3 each, or two 
stars for £5, and we will ensure each one 
is added to the tree if you are not there to 
do it yourself. Alternatively, please send 
a cheque made out to ‘St Mary’s Church, 
Hawridge’ to Sylvia Watson at Benton Potts, 
Hawridge Common, Hawridge, Chesham 
HP5 2UH. The winner will be notified by 
e-mail or phone by 7 January 2015.

‘Friends of Hawridge Church’ will be 
launched to kick-start fundraising - watch 
this space.  

GEORGE LILLEY 
It is with sadness we announce that 
George Lilley, from Cholesbury, died 
on 2nd November at Stoke Mandeville 
Hospital. His widow, Pat, wishes to 
record her grateful thanks to all those 
caring neighbours who had helped 
George in his battle with the effects of 
vascular dementia.
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Between when this column is written and 

when the readers first get a glimpse of it, 

two or three weeks may elapse.  In the 

life of a Hilltop Village pub, there can be 

a major change of circumstances during 

that time. Out of the six pubs we cover and 

which should be active, three are out of 

action and two of the surviving three are 

in the “let’s hope for the best” category. 

There is a clear message that, if you want 

your local pubs for the future, you and 

your friends need to support them. This 

support can start by telling them what 

you expect by way of drinks, food, special 

events, opening times, etc. and then by 

reliably delivering your trade whilst they 

try to fulfil your wishes.

Whilst the Old Swan is on a safe 
course, the Black Horse and 
Full Moon are in a state of 

reinvention – but still trading.  The Bull is 
off on a three year tangent, the Rose and 
Crown is like the Mary Celeste without even 
a night light showing, and the White Lion 
is in the hands of a crew that is pursuing a 
course that deviates from its current and 
historic planning status as a public house.

Although there is no dispute that the 
Full Moon has been a big disappointment 
for over a year now, the manager, Emma 
Nettleton, has expressed confidence that 
there is adequate support lined up now to 
enable the business to fulfil its potential. 
From the beginning of November, an 
experienced chef, Luciano Ciardiello, has 

joined to rejuvenate the food service. A 
new bar menu is already in place, and an a 
la carte restaurant menu plus a Christmas 
menu are about to be issued to enable 
booking for Christmas to open. There are 
ambitions to resume some of the specialist 
menu nights, such as the game tastings, 
which have been well received in the past.

There are plans for a bookable lunch 
on Christmas day and a New Year’s Eve 
party with a disco and probably fireworks. 
The Full Moon’s traditional Boxing Day 
Breakfast will be held as usual on Friday 
26 December this year. Needless to say, for 
this planned restoration of the Full Moon 
to come to fruition, adequate financial 
liquidity will have to be forthcoming. It will 
not succeed if we experience more of the 
empty drinks taps and gas shortages of the 
recent past.

Shortly before Sandra Taylor left the 
Black Horse at the beginning of November, 
Punch Taverns had placed it for sale on 
the market with agents James A Baker. To 
avoid the Rose and Crown vacant premises 
curse, Punch engaged a pub management 
company to keep the pub trading. That 
tenant employs Carl Crees to manage the 
business day to day. Regulars will recognize 
Carl, who was Sandra’s right hand man for 
nearly two years.

In an effort to bring some fresh ideas 
to the food offerings, Carl has brought 
Tanya Speight and her chef into the kitchen 
after an absence of several years. They are 

Winter news  
of Hilltop Pubs

busy gearing up for a re-launch before 
Christmas and the recovery of the pub’s 
loyal following. Although the sale hoarding 
has disappeared, the property is still being 
actively promoted on the agent’s website. 
Whilst we hope for a bright future for Carl 
and the Black Horse, the threat of sale by 
Punch Taverns could still be looming. If the 
Full Moon’s recent history is to be a guide 
to the future, the formula of introducing 
a pub management company between the 
pub company and the local manager has 
not been a resounding success.
The business model that Jane and Phil 

Joel have applied at the Old Swan for the 
past year and a half is proving to work well. 
The food service is interesting, affordable 
and very popular. Although the fish must 
come from the sea, which is not close 
at hand, all the other food ingredients 
come from within a tight radius of the 
pub. Despite having a small dining area, 
it continues to support a quality team of 
three in the kitchen with Aarron in charge. 
Since the Wednesday fixed price evenings 

are usually fully booked, a ‘fish and fizz 
(prosecco)’ menu is being introduced on 
Thursday evenings.

The Christmas menu is now in place with 
a choice of three courses or a special five 
course tasting menu. There will also be a 
special New Year’s Eve do. Both require 
early booking as demand was already high 
at the beginning of November.

Although Chiltern District Council had 
refused permission for the use of the Bull 
to be changed from that of a public house 
with ancillary residential accommodation to 
a nursery with a self-contained residential 
unit on the first floor, the Planning 
Inspectorate has partially reversed that 
decision on appeal. At issue was whether 
the change of use would result in an 
unacceptable loss of a community facility, 
and the inspector ruled that a temporary 
use as a nursery provided a “community 
facility” even though it is not as a public 
house. 

The inspector specifically demanded, 
“that the alterations are carried out in 
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accordance with the approved drawings”. 
She furthermore imposed “a condition 
restricting the proposed change of use to 
a period of three years, after such time the 
use shall revert to that of a public house 
with ancillary residential accommodation”.  
This ruling can be taken to mean that, 
in the eyes of the Planning Inspectorate, 
the Bull will always be a public house. It is 
simply taking a gap year – or three.

Anyone reading this who does not know 
that the owners of the White Lion have 
applied for a change use from a public 
house to a single dwelling must be on a 
gap year to planet Mars or beyond. Chiltern 
District Council Planning Committee has 
received about 145 letters opposing this 
application and one which mildly suggests 
that we do not need all the pubs around 
as that dilutes the market for the surviving 
businesses. There is also an argument that 
refusing to grant a change of use would 
devalue the sale price of other public 
houses.

Since about half the trade in the Hilltop 
pubs, if they are operated competently, 
could come from outside visitors, it can be 
argued that the availability of competently 
managed pubs with attractive food and 
drink offerings would enhance the success 
of all the surrounding establishments. 
Some mutual support and shared publicity 
would benefit all the players. Long gone 
are the days when a public house’s trade 
base consisted mainly of men in overalls 
downing pints of ale after work.

There was also an argument raised 
that the public rise up in arms against any 
change simply as a knee-jerk reaction and 
that those people do not often actively 
support the enterprise concerned. Since 69 
sane and level-headed local people paid 
between £1,000 and £20,000 cash deposits 
for shares in White Lion Community Pub 
Ltd, that argument has been resoundingly 
refuted. 

Bill Ingram

V V V
100 Club 
winners 

October 2014
1st prize    £25.00   
Mr A Whatman, Coppice  
Farm Park

2nd prize    £15.00  
Mr P Thomas, Cholesbury

3rd prize    £15.00  
Mr B Ingram, Oak Lane,  
St Leonards

V V V
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Dear Diary

December 2014

5th Local History Group – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8.15pm

6th Christmas Bazaar – H&C School

10th Pub Lunch Club – The Black Horse – 12.30pm

11th  Good Neighbours Group AGM – Cholesbury Village Hall – 3pm

11th  Film Night – St Leonards Church Room – 7.30pm

14th HCCPS Working Party – 9.30-12.30pm

15th WI – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm

17th  Tea Party – St Leonards Church Room – 3pm

January 2015

9th Local History Group – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8.15pm

14th Pub Lunch Club – The Black Horse – 12.30pm

15th H&C Cricket Club AGM

18th HCCPS Working Party – 9.30-12.30pm

19th WI – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm

26th Parish Council Meeting – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm

28th  Tea Party – St Leonards Church Room – 3pm

February 2015

6th Local History Group – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8.15pm

11th Pub Lunch Club – The Black Horse – 12.30pm

23rd Parish Council Meeting – Cholesbury Village Hall – 8pm

SAVE THE DATE
Saturday 17th January 2015
Travel Impressions, the independent 
travel agency in Tring are holding an 
Open Day at their office behind Costa 
Coffee in Tring from 10am-3pm. They 
are inviting people to pop in and chat 
about their holiday plans over a coffee. 
Call them on 01442 890265 for more 
details www.travelimpressions.co.uk”
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CURVACEOUS COOK

Christmas stuffings

As I write this I am already trawling through my Christmas records trying to decide  
what to cook this year, and what I can get ahead with. We try to have a bit of variance  

in the stuffings as everything else is pretty much the same every year.

Last year the favourite was a black pudding one, even by those who don’t like black pudding.  
We always have a ‘skirlie’, in memory of my Scottish father in law, and a non-meat variety for  

vegetarian family members.

Pecan, apple and celery stuffing

4 chopped shallots, sweated in a little olive oil until translucent and cooled.

4 chopped celery sticks, 2 large peeled and chopped Bramleys.

175g pecans, or walnuts, roasted for a couple of minutes only and chopped.

In a large bowl mix 150g breadcrumbs, 2 large bunches chopped parsley,  25g fresh chopped thyme,  
½ tsp ground cloves; ½ tsp ground cinnamon; zest and juice of 2 oranges, 3 finely chopped cloves of garlic, 

plus all the vegetables and nuts. Season well.

Stir in 110g melted butter and use to stuff the bird, or make into a loaf or rolls. If not using to  
stuff the bird I would make a much smaller quantity. Lovely cold.

Black pudding stuffing

Roughly chop100g streaky bacon, 125g black pudding, ½ onion, 125g tart eating apple and gently fry  
until golden in a little butter.

Mix with 100g breadcrumbs, leaves from 4 sprigs of thyme and 1 egg, and leave to cool.

Use to stuff the bird or to make a loaf or balls.

Skirlie

Melt 1 cup of suet (or really good dripping) in a very hot pan. Throw in 2 finely chopped medium onions 
and lightly brown them. Stir in 2 cups of medium oatmeal to make a fairly thick mix over gentle heat  

for about 5 minutes. Season.

Very basic, and obviously calorie and fat free, but really good with all poultry or rolled into balls  
and dropped into scotch broth as a dumpling.

HAPPY CHRISTMAS TO YOU ALL, and please keep the e-mails coming

Lulu Stephen: bellingdonm@hotmail.com
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Hilltop News
We welcome all news, letters and articles which are of general interest and relevance to 

the Hilltop Villages. Material for inclusion in the February/March edition should be sent to 
Graham Lincoln or Anne Butterworth (Church Matters) by 9 January latest.  

Please note that photos sent online must be at least 2500 x 1750 pixels in size.

Editor
Graham Lincoln 758449  grahamlnc@aol.com

Co-ordinator/Church Matters
Anne Butterworth  758700  anne@churchcottage.eu

Advertising
Ann Horn 758250  annhorn43@aol.com

Design & Production
Michael Spark 758882  info@michaelspark.com

Distribution 
Rosemary Pearce 758334

Printer 
Strongs, Berkhamsted 01442 878592 info@strongs-printing.co.uk

Hilltop News’ finances
Hilltop News is non-profit making and its production and distribution is funded by sales of 

advertising, which amounted to £5,793 in 2013 compared with £5,975 in 2012.

After all expenses there was a deficit in 2013 of £358 whereas in 2012 there was a surplus of £413.   
Steps have been taken to reduce the deficit but with finances always on a knife edge, it is prudent  

for a reserve to be kept. At the end of 2013 Hilltop News’ reserves against deficits and  
future unexpected costs amounted to £5,391.

If you have any questions on Hilltop News’ finances please contact the Editor.

Taylors Tools LTD
43-45 Hempstead Road, Kings Langley,Herts, WD4 8BS
01923 268355 www.taylorstools.co.uk
sales@taylorstools.co.uk




