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Summer is coming: eventually
A recurring observation in the reports
from our clubs and societies has been
the late spring and cold weather. I have
been caught out this year with my choice
of front cover photos for Hilltop News.
Amorous frogs in Feb/March and tulips
in April/May have been optimistic, if not
premature. Let’s hope by the time you pick
up this issue the season will have caught
up and dragonflies will soon be emerging!

I

n this edition Sarah Tricks reflects how
the late spring and cold weather has
affected the garden, but she is well
up to date on jobs to be doing now. The
cuckoo was heard later than most of us can
remember this year, as was the blooming
of the bluebells in our lovely woodlands. In
his nature notes, Chris Brown goes poetical
(and mathematical) this time.
On our Commons, volunteers have
braved the cold conditions and been hard
at work over the winter and early spring
maintaining the diversity of flora species
and habitats for as many species of wildlife
as possible. Linden Bevan-Pritchard outlines
the valuable work done and reminds us
of the costs of managing our beautiful
commons.
I can remember April as invariably a
time to start the cricket season on the
Common wearing three sweaters and with
cold hands buried in pockets. This year was
certainly no exception as our Club’s first
match fell victim to severe weather. Brian
Ralphs reports on the start of the season
and has encouraging news about our colts:
a record number have signed on this term.
I thank all our clubs and societies for
keeping us posted on the wide variety of
activities available to us Hilltop Villagers.
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The Local History Group is celebrating
its 50th anniversary with an afternoon’s
entertainment in July. Throughout the
history of Hilltop News Chris Brown has
kept us well informed of the Group’s
continuous programme of events. Likewise,
Shirley Blomfield has provided for the WI.
About the time this issue is due to
be delivered to your homes, the annual
St Leonards Parish Hall fete – this year
celebrating its 75th anniversary – will be
taking place. Fingers crossed the weather
will be seasonal!
Graham Lincoln, editor

Front cover
Is it warm enough to fly off yet?
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THE PARISH COUNCIL

O

ur congratulations to Tricia Birchley
on being re-elected, in May, as the
member for the Chiltern Ridges
Division. While your Parish Council is nonpolitical, unlike the district and county
councils where councillors are generally
aligned to political parties, councillors and
clerk alike have first-hand experience of the
endless hard work that Tricia has put into
her role over recent years and we have a
solid respect for her efforts to represent our
parish at county level.
At the beginning of May, every
household received information from
Chiltern District Council about the rollout of
the new Joint Waste and Recycling Service
contract and hopefully during the summer
the changes will become obvious without
too much disruption – perhaps even with
improvements! If you experience any delays
in collections (as there were during April
for many residents) or have any questions
about the new collections, the number to
call is 01494 580550 or you can e-mail the
Joint Waste Team via wasteteam@chiltern.
gov.uk.
Our Annual Parish Meeting takes
place in mid-May, so while at the time of
writing it hasn’t happened, by the time
you read this it will have been and gone.
I hope you took the opportunity to come
and hear what your Parish Council and its
councillors, along with Nick Rose (District
Councillor) and Tricia Birchley (County
Councillor) have been up to over the last
year. Colin White, Planning Officer at the
Chilterns Conservation Board, was this
year’s key speaker and it is a timely subject
to consider, given the proposed Green
Belt changes contained within Chiltern
District Council’s Core Strategy subsidiary
documentation (DDPD) and the national
changes (still in flux) being wrought by the
Government’s Localism Act.
The Parish Council’s year end is 31 March,
so the finances for 2012-13 have been
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closed and our annual audit will take place
in June. We are very strictly regulated by
law and have two audits: one is ‘internal’
and conducted by an auditor who comes to
the clerk’s office and goes through every
single financial transaction and procedure
before signing the Council off. The other
is ‘external’ and conducted by completing
a postal form including the internal
auditor’s sign-off for approval which, when
approved, must by law be exhibited on the
Council’s noticeboards and available for
public inspection for a certain period of
time.
It is an onerous procedure to go
through once a year given the relatively
small sums in question (our annual income
was just over £11,000 in 2012-13), but it
means the clerk is obliged to keep very
good financial records, which is good
practice and leads to a lot of shuffling
through bills and cheque stubs in May! In
short, I am pleased to report that we have
come in under budget this year, mostly
thanks to administration and hall hire costs
being lower than anticipated. Given that
councillors voted for no increase in the
precept for 2013-14, this can only be a good
thing and will help us keep within budget
next year even if certain costs do creep up.

PASTURES (OR
COMMONS) NEW

Francis Sanger, 758767

Jenny and Oliver Parsons left us with a
fitting summary of life in the Hilltops…
“As we exchange one common for
another, what will we miss? Village
events and the stalwarts who arrange
them; villagers, washing up in the
village hall, snowdrops, buzzards,
cakes, controversial meetings, lively
AGMs, quizzes, sunrises, the cuckoo,
the Dog Show, cream teas, muntjac, the
snowscape on the hills, dark nights, huge
harvest moons.
We will miss the endless common
with its butterflies, wildlife, noble trees,
primroses and the Lord of the Manors
who tirelessly cares for it. The clip clop
of hooves passing close by our windows,
the murmur of walking groups, chatter
from the DOE children labouring under
their heavy rucksacks, the swish of
cyclists and their yells of “gravel” as they
round the corner.
We will miss the concerts, the Flower
Show, the Fete, the parties, Panto, the
beacon, helpful neighbours, the sun on
golden wheat fields, the ever changing
light on the Chiltern Landscape.
When we arrived here 28 years ago
we were told you have to be eccentric to
live in the Hilltop Villages – hopefully we
have fulfilled this requirement. The time
has flown past and we think how lucky
we have been to have lived in this unique
place. We will miss it all but are looking
forward to our new life at Penn”.

Liz van Hullen, 758800

Oliver and Jenny Parsons

Susie Bell, Clerk to the Council
758408 parish.clerk@f-12.co.uk

Your councillors are:
John Allen, Chairman: 758095
Nigel Blomfield, 758314
Chris Brown, 758890
Philip Matthews, 758205
John Minting, 758206

Hilltop News

Hilltop News

Old Photos Restored
Professional retouching and restoration of old
or damaged photographs including mounting
and framing.

01494 758882

email: info@michaelspark.com
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THE COUNTY COUNCIL

F

ollowing County
Council elections
on 2 May I thought
some information
about the new Division
might be of interest.
There are now 10,500
residents, an increase
of 3.5%, making up
2.1% of the population
of Buckinghamshire.
There are 2.3 people per hectare living in
just over 4,000 households. 502 people are
lone pensioners and 27% of households
are families with dependent children. In
211 households English is not spoken as
the main language, 2.1% lower than the
county average. 1,400 residents have long
term limiting illnesses and 260 provide over
20 hours of unpaid care in a week. 1,300
residents over 16 have no qualifications and
3,230 have a level 4 qualification (Bachelor’s
degree or higher), which is 4.2% higher
that the Bucks average. These statistics
come from the 2011 Census and reflect the
changing nature of the area.
Following the election canvass I know
that roads and HS2 are the issues causing
most concern locally. I shall be doing
everything within my power to ensure that
the roads are improved as soon as possible,
and will continue to work strenuously to
oppose HS2.
Buckinghamshire continues to provide
excellent education and social care and
is praised by the Audit Commission for
financial prudence.
During the next month I shall look
forward to attending Annual Parish
meetings, summer events and using
my Community Leaders Fund to enable
small projects to succeed. There has been
considerable investment in facilities for
young people, including playgrounds and
sports clubs, which encourage healthy
lifestyles from a young age: a priority for
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the Health & Wellbeing Board over the
next 12 months. Only 1 in 8 people in Bucks
take sufficient exercise: a statistic I always
find hard to believe, since we have such a
wide range of sports available locally. We
are urged to reduce our consumption of
alcohol and tobacco, take more exercise
and eat a healthy diet to prevent many
common illnesses and long term conditions.
Work has started on Cameron House,
the new care home in Chesham, which will
be operated by the Fremantle Trust. The
walled garden at Missenden Abbey has
now replaced the Endeavour Garden Centre
and hopes to be selling vegetables and
hanging baskets this summer. Many new
projects are being developed by the Health
& Wellbeing Portfolio: a Local Authority
Trading Company to deliver our new Day
Services, including a new hydrotherapy
pool in Aylesbury; a Reablement service to
get people back on their feet after being in
hospital; and a new support service so that
residential care homes can maintain the
quality of care we all expect.
As this is the start of a new 4-year term,
comments and suggestions are always
welcome and I will do my best to ensure
that the services we receive locally are of
a high standard and respond promptly to
your communications.
Tricia Birchley (Chiltern Ridges Division)
01296 621138
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HAWRIDGE & CHOLESBURY C of E SCHOOL
Summer term at Hawridge and Cholesbury
school is always a busy time and this year
is no exception.

T

here are SAT’s to be taken: sports day
and an end of year production, school
trips to enjoy and of course we have
to say goodbye to our year 6 children as
they move on to secondary schools.
If anyone has a vintage car that we can
borrow for a few evenings at the end of
term we would love to hear from you (I
can’t say anymore at the moment for fear
of spoiling the surprise).
There was an outstanding turnout for
our annual Spring Fayre, when for once
it wasn’t raining and families enjoyed all
the attractions on offer. These included a
martial arts demonstration, inflatables, a
BBQ, farm animals, Sumo wrestling suits,
delicious teas and a variety of stalls and
games. Once again there was an H&C
talent show. All those who participated had
worked hard to perfect their acts and their
efforts were enthusiastically received by the
large crowd. We are lucky to have such a
hardworking group of parents on the PSA
who give up their time to raise money for
the school and the benefit of the children.
On the creative curriculum front
Windmills are using the “Charlie and Lola”
books, reading a different one each week.
They have planted seeds and based their
art work on the books. Years 1 and 2 are
using ”Winnie the Pooh” and have been
to see a hundred acre wood, years 3 and 4
are basing their work on “Charlotte’s Web”
and hope to see some chicks hatching in
the classroom. Years 5 and 6 were surprised
to find a pile of rubbish outside their
classroom one day and filthy handprints on
the windows left by “Stig of the Dump”.
Stig’s den was mysteriously vandalised one
evening and the local paper sent a reporter
Hilltop News

to cover the story: allowing the children to
turn detective.
This method of learning seems to inspire
the teachers to ever brighter ideas and the
children learn and enjoy themselves at the
same time. It does require a lot of hard
work and imagination and I would like to
thank all the staff for their commitment to
the school.
Finally we all wish our leavers a
smooth transition to their new schools in
September. Don’t forget to visit us – we
love to hear how you are getting on.
Judy Joseph V.C. Governing Body
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CHOLESBURY cum
ST LEONARDS
HORTICULTURAL
SOCIETY
By the time you read this I will have been
to the 100th Chelsea Flower Show, arriving
as soon as the gates open to ensure a view
of the show gardens. I hope it lives up to
the hype. If I see anything of note it will
appear here in the next issue.

I

t is not too late to do the ‘Chelsea chop’
particularly as everything is a few weeks
behind. Cut perennials (not all but manysedums, heleniums and phlox respond
particularly well) by one third to a half.
Some experts recommend that you cut half
the stems. The flower stems are sturdier if
you do the chop and if you only do half you
should get two flushes of flowers.
The recent (in April) cold east winds have
done a lot of damage both to emerging
new shoots and established evergreens.
There is no alternative but to prune these,
hopefully without creating too odd a
looking plant. Given a little warmth and
rain, the plants should regenerate. Fingers
crossed that the fruit blossom survives this
year: my Victoria plum is coming into bloom
and we still have frosts.
May/June is when the lily beetles start
to emerge and they can be found on
a number of plants: not just lilies. Very
spectacular – they are bright red but cannot
be confused with ladybirds - they can
decimate lilies and weaken the bulbs. There
are sprays (maybe not with the ban on
neonicotinoids) but the best method is to
pick them off by hand.
Some gardeners locally discovered
their tulips were affected by tulip fire.
This is a viral disease causing mottling and
discolouration of leaves and usually no
flower. If your tulips are affected they must
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be dug up and burnt. Tulips must not be
replanted in the same area for three years.
Deadheading of everything, but
particularly annuals, is essential for
continuous flowers. Sweet peas are the
worst offenders for stopping if allowed
to set seed. My sweet peas are now in
the ground with some shelter from the
netting to keep the rabbits out but they
will need continuous tying in until very well
established.
Lawn mowing should be in full swing. I
spotted a recommendation in a gardening
magazine suggesting that after mowing
you should deadhead any dandelions
left by the mower to ensure they don’t
seed everywhere. Hopefully most will be
chopped by the blades but mowers do seem
to cut higher these days.
It is not too late to continue successional
sowing of salad and other fast maturing
crops. All non-hardy vegetables such as
beans and courgettes should be outdoors
by now in position. Both welcome plenty
of moisture, so dig in well rotted manure
before planting.
Two dates for your diary: Members only:
Friday 14 June – open garden at Hermitage
Jenkins Lane.
Friday 12 July – open garden at the Old
Plough Chivery.
Both are evening openings.
Included with this edition of the Hilltop
News is the Annual Show schedule for the
7 September. Don’t fancy your chances
with the fruit and veg? What about baking,
craft, photography or flower arranging?
Happy Gardening
Sarah Tricks
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HAWRIDGE &
CHOLESBURY
COMMONS
PRESERVATION
SOCIETY
Volunteers on the Commons
On 16 April, a group of about twenty
volunteers from The Chiltern Society came
to help clear gorse from the heather
regeneration area at the top of Horseblock.
Six of them used pickaxes to remove the
plants, roots and all. They made good
progress, but there is still more to do. This
is an on-going challenge for managing the
area, but it is part of learning how to deal
with the regeneration project. There is
plenty more gorse on the Commons, but we
do not want it just here, as it will smother
the heather. The rest of the volunteers did
some scrub clearance around a large birch
tree near the road. David Barnard, Clare
Muir, Isobel Clark and Mark Hobbs were
there to supervise the work and Lindsay
Griffin brought refreshments. There were
several requests for her fruit cake recipe!
Following the 22 RAF volunteers who
came during the winter to clear trees
around the dew-pond on Cholesbury
Common, we are very pleased that they
plan to come again on 20 June, when they
will continue the gorse removal on the
heather regeneration area. This is heavy
work, but we trust they will be strong
and fit enough to remove the remainder
of the gorse, including emerging rosebay
willowherb and seedling birches. We
will have to borrow more pickaxes from
the Chiltern Conservation Board, an
organisation which is always helpful to us.
Chiltern Conservation Board
This organisation is an independent body
established by parliamentary order in 2004
to conserve and enhance the Chilterns
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. It
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is one of only two Conservation Boards
in the country, the other being for the
Cotswolds AONB. Apart from conserving
and enhancing the natural beauty of the
area, the role of the board is to increase
people’s understanding and enjoyment of
its distinctive features.
Over the years, the Board has given
us advice on the best way to encourage
the typical flora of the acid soil of the
Commons. The organisation also holds
day workshops, free of charge, which
explore specific aspects of managing local
sites. Recently, I went to a workshop on
how to produce pictorial and written
information for visitors to varied sites,
which is something that we could develop
when funds and time allow. Isobel and
I are going to a workshop on how to
record species on a given site. Although
we have experts in bird, bat, fungi and
plant identification: all willing to help us
with updating our records of the different
species that we find on our Commons, this
is something with which we can also be
involved.
Trees on the Commons
Since the end of grazing, woodland areas
have been developing in many parts of
our Commons. Were it not for the work of
all our local HCCPS volunteers, the entire
Commons would become wooded. This
is why part of the work they do involves
keeping the grassland free of sapling
growth, so that at least some areas of the
Commons keep an open character. Birch
and oak seedlings soon take root in the
grass and if it was not cut once a year, they
would develop into mature trees.
We appreciate the diversity of species
and provision of habitats for all kinds of
wildlife. During March and April, I hope you
have been able to see some of the clearing
that were done around trees identified as
having the potential to become notable
trees of the future, known as ‘veteran’
trees. By removing competition in a halo
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around them, they will be encouraged
to grow to their full stature. They will
be monitored and, if necessary for the
health of the tree, remedial work will be
undertaken.
Funded by the Heritage Lottery and the
Chilterns Conservation Board, the Chiltern
Woodlands Project produced a book,
Special Trees and Woods of the Chilterns.
Volunteers spent four years identifying and
recording the special trees and woods of
the Berks, Bucks, Oxfordshire, Herts and
Bedfordshire Chilterns, researching the
stories and social history connected with
them. With a short foreword by Thomas
Pakenham, (who wrote Meetings with
Remarkable Trees) this is a fascinating and
beautifully illustrated book that explores
the deep connections that we have with
trees. With their future safeguarded, it is
good to think that some of our veteran
trees on the Commons will become special.
The Society’s work on the Commons
Although much of the work on the
Commons is done by volunteers, there
are expenses arising from managing the
Hilltop News

Commons. Recently,
we have installed
direction posts that
will help people
to understand the
Permissive Ride
network and the
paths reserved for
walkers. Our tractor
needs fuel, insurance
and repairs, chainsaw operators are
required to update
their qualifications
at regular intervals
and we need to pay
someone to cut and
collect the grass and
bracken from the
open areas. Cutting
and collecting ensures
that we remove the thatch which can
smother emerging plants and make the soil
too rich as it decomposes. It is a process that
costs the Society a considerable amount
of money, and as we have limited income
this year, we have decided to give priority
to the areas of grass that show the most
promising conditions for acid grassland
plants, such as heath bedstraw, sheep’s
sorrel, and the fine grasses that shimmer so
beautifully in the Summer.
We are not in a position to afford this
regime for areas where the acid grassland
is less productive of heathland plants,
and where we have had a yearly regime
of rolling bracken in early Summer, then
cutting and collecting in the Autumn. If
done at the right time of year, rolling is
the recommended method for weakening
the bracken regrowth. A small experiment
will see if it would be possible to roll the
bracken in these areas with the Society’s
tractor, a machine that is different from
the one used by Duncan Mitchell for the
past few years. If it is successful, Isobel may
be able to roll the bracken more widely.
However, we will not be able to afford
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to hire someone to do the cutting and
collecting later in the year.
We have not taken this decision lightly.
We would like to be in a position to
maintain the fine restoration work that has
been achieved over the years. I would urge
everyone who lives close to the Commons
and who enjoys walks or rides in this lovely
area to remember that they can help by
becoming members of the Society for £10
per person for a year. Every membership
subscription that we receive will increase
the amount of work that we can undertake.
You can pay subscriptions to Ben and Hayley
Lewis, 7 Sandpit Hill Cottages, Cholesbury
Lane, Cholesbury, HP23 6NF (758843). Ben
and Hayley can also provide you with an
e-mail form if you wish to pay by Standing
Order: lewis.cholesbury@gmail.com.
We hope that we will be able to return
to our usual management regime when
our finances improve. This situation in
no way detracts from all the work that
is done by volunteers at winter working
parties, keeping the Permissive Rides open
and preventing further encroachment of
trees onto existing grassland. Many people
give their time, skill and energy to ensure
that the Commons do not become more
wooded than they are. During the Summer,
volunteer tractor drivers will continue to
mow the paths.
Closure of Permissive Rides
In order to preserve the permissive status
of the rides, we close the ride network on
the Commons for one day each year. This
year, we will close the rides from the late
afternoon of Sunday 16 June until the same
time the following day Monday 17 June.
We usually do this in March, but this year
we did not wish to interfere with the work
being done by the contractors who have
been working on the woodland this Spring.
Linden Bevan-Pritchard,
on behalf of HCCPS
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result may have been different. As it was,
Prestwood ended up with 140 for 7 to win
the game. For Hawridge, Digger Reading
and skipper Neil Jones each took two
wickets. Although beaten, 13 valuable points
were earned, against 20 for the opposition.
Teacher’s report: could do a lot better!

Feeling the cold? – registration day for the hoodies!

HAWRIDGE &
CHOLESBURY
CRICKET CLUB
The season begins
The new season
started off the way
the old one ended,
with the cancellation
of the opening
Sunday friendly
against Sarratt on
14 April, following
a long spell of
miserable, wet weather. The second match
against Chipperfield was more successful,
but as happened in past matches, they
proved too strong. Nonetheless, Andy
Halliday, back from his Olympic exploits,
scored a fine 96 in a losing cause. The third
friendly was against Hemel Hempstead,
which produced the first win of the season.
Set 176 to win on a cold but dry day, James
Cath carried his bat for 64 not out, well
supported by Alex Neil with a quick fire 30.
Then on 5 May the Sunday team came
up against Old Sawbuttkeane, a team
founded by radio producer and cricket
writer Simon Lister. Always an enjoyable
match, a weakened H&C team were
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well outplayed on the day, with Old
Sawbuttkeane setting a challenging 233,
to which the home team could only muster
155. Andy Halliday again excelled with the
bat, scoring 75. Simon Knight weighed in
with 39, but not enough on the day.
Mid Bucks League
On the league front, it was an inauspicious
start to the season in the Mid Bucks League
on our home ground on 4 May. After losing
two quick wickets, Mohammed Rifai (50)
and Lindsey Penn (39) took the score to 98,
but then a collapse resulted in a total of only
136. In reply, Prestwood also struggled. If
one or two key catches had been held, the
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Colts
Registration Day on 18 April was blessed
with fine weather, which may have
contributed to the bumper turnout. A
record number of 50 youngsters have
registered for the season. Each was given
a hoodie in Club colours, kindly sponsored
by Pablo, owner of Waterside Heating &
Plumbing (see photo). The Colts will be
competing in Bucks leagues covering Under
10 through to Under 14 this year, plus a
number of friendly matches for our Under
9 players.
Social news
Fifty friends of the Club, including a large
number of vice-presidents, attended an
evening social at the pavilion on 22 March.
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The purpose was purely to improve the
contact between many people who were
key club members in times gone by and the
current generation of members. It was a
wonderful nostalgic evening, enjoyed by all.
A Summer Ball is planned for 15 June
at the clubhouse, so please keep this date
open! More news on this soon.
Pavilion extension
Further work has been done on fundraising
for the £10,000 still required for the
pavilion extension, with limited success:
clearly a sign of the times! Nonetheless,
it is hoped to move forward with the
extension work, so that some benefit can
still be gained from the improvements this
summer. A Bonus Ball Lottery Fund has
been set up, to start on 1st June.
All news, photos and more can be
found on the club website, which is
hawridgeandcholesbury.hitscricket.com.
Brian Ralphs
Chairman, Hawridge & Cholesbury
Cricket Club
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Encouragement
by the Reverend
David Burgess
I’ve just finished
the Annual
Parochial Church
Meeting season:
all four in a month
and the last three in the space of eight
days. Each meeting is rightly a time when
those attending thank those who have
contributed to the work of the church. It’s
an encouragement when that happens.

I

was going to go on from here to look
straight at Jesus’s way of encouraging
his followers, but as a contrast I recently
came across by chance a perfect example
of how not to do it. Archie MacLaren, the
England cricket captain at the turn of the
nineteenth century, had a habit of walking
into the dressing room, casting an eye over
his players and exclaiming “Good God!
Look what they’ve given me this time!”
Thank goodness Jesus did it differently.
In the seventeenth chapter of John’s
Gospel, one of the accounts of the events
on the evening before his death, we read
that Jesus encourages his disciples by
thanking God for them in prayer.
Six words from that prayer struck me.
Jesus says of his disciples, “…I have been
glorified in them.” I realized two things
about that half-sentence…
Firstly, he is praying after three years
of his disciples arguing and infighting
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amongst themselves, frequently not
understanding the things he was trying to
teach to them: praying in the knowledge
that Judas has just left to betray him and
that Peter is within hours of deserting
and denying him. Yet he describes them
as something precious, something to be
protected.
Secondly, Jesus is praying to his Father,
but he is also praying publicly: he is praying
clearly and very obviously with the disciples’
listening in mind. He is encouraging them –
“I have been glorified in them”.
It’s a cliché about families that we get
to choose our friends but not our brothers
and sisters. The same is true of the Christian
family, but however well or badly we may
get on, God’s will and purpose is in us, and
our calling is for Jesus to be glorified in
what we do.
We have Jesus’s word on that, and his
encouragement is there for us in spite of his
full knowledge of who and what we are.
Let us do the same for one another.
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  8	
  

10.00	
  am	
  

All	
  Age	
  worship	
  at	
  
LCM	
  

11.00	
  am	
  

Shared	
  Parish	
  
Communion	
  

	
  

	
  

28	
  July	
  

Trinity	
  9	
  

10.00	
  am	
  

Parish	
  	
  
Communion	
  

9.00	
  	
  m	
  

Breakfast	
  	
  
Service	
  

9.00	
  am	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

Vicar	
  and	
  Rector	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

Shared	
  Parish	
  
Communion	
  at	
  
Hawridge	
  
Breakfast	
  	
  
Service	
  

Shared	
  Parish	
  
Communion	
  
At	
  Hawridge	
  
Quiet	
  	
  
Service	
  

-‐	
  
9.00	
  am	
  

10	
  .00	
  am.	
  Four	
  Parish	
  Baptism	
  Celebration	
  at	
  Hawridge.	
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St Mary’s
HAWRIDGE

St Laurence
CHOLESBURY

DAY

	
  

	
  

St Leonard’s
ST LEONARDS

DATE

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

The	
  Revd.	
  David	
  Burgess	
  
01494	
  837315	
  
The	
  Vicarage,	
  The	
  Lee,	
  	
  
Great	
  Missenden,	
  
Bucks,	
  HP16	
  9LZ	
  
d.burgess@clara.net	
  	
  
Parish	
  Secretary	
  
Peggy	
  Sear	
  
01442	
  863589	
  
peggysear@hotmail.co.uk	
  

	
  

	
  
Churchwardens	
  
	
  
The	
  Lee	
  
Janet	
  Whittow	
   	
  
01296	
  624568	
  
Janet.whittow@googlemail.com	
  
Rod	
  Neal	
  	
  
01494	
  837264	
  
rodandjane.neal@googlemail.com	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

St	
  Leonards	
  
	
  Ann	
  Horn	
  
01494	
  758250	
  	
  
annhorn43@aol.com	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  

Shared	
  
Communion	
  at	
  St	
  
Leonard’s	
  
Quiet	
  	
  
Service	
  

-‐	
  
10.45	
  am	
  

Shared	
  	
  
Communion	
  	
  
at	
  St	
  Leonard’s	
  
Parish	
  	
  
Communion	
  	
  

NOTES

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
Mid-‐week	
  
Holy	
  Communion	
  
10.00am	
  at	
  The	
  Lee	
  
on	
  First	
  Wednesday	
  
	
  
Holy	
  Communion,	
  
Matins	
  &	
  Evensong	
  
Book	
  of	
  
Common	
  Prayer	
  
	
  
Parish/Family	
  
Communion	
  &	
  
Morning	
  Services	
  
Common	
  Worship	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
Hawridge	
  
Joan	
  Walton	
  
01494	
  758332	
  
Elizabeth	
  Tomlin	
  
01494	
  758214	
  
	
  
Cholesbury	
  
John	
  Farmer	
  
	
  
	
  
01494	
  758715	
  	
  
Jandb.farmer@btopenworld.com	
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Ann Horn is delighted to answer any
queries you might have and to put you in
touch with the appropriate PCC member who
might be able to help you.
Please do come and see how we work in
St Leonards Church – we’ve been described
as thoughtful, sincere, friendly, funny and
occasionally chaotic!
The Breakfast Service is proving to be a
good starting point. We meet on the fourth
Sunday of each month with a delicious
breakfast at 9am and a short service for all
ages at 9.30 lasting only half an hour: leaving
everyone with a few interesting thoughts and
the rest of the weekend to enjoy. Do join us
on Sunday 23 June and Sunday 28 July.
Tea Parties - This friendly group meets
on the fourth Wednesday of the month – so
please note 26 June and 24 July. Transport
is always available if you contact either Anne
Lake (01296 620169) or Anne Butterworth
(758700).

ST LEONARDS
Burial of Ashes
28 April 2013 Maureen April Anne Newall

ST LEONARDS

E

aster was cold and still snowy
in places with not a
daffodil nor sign
of Spring in sight:
but the church was
full of daffodils
and other beautiful
flowers on Easter Sunday morning to greet
parishioners, their families and friends.
There was no holding the children, who
raced up the aisle to start the Easter Egg
hunt at the end of the service!
Little Bears (right) joined us just before
the Easter Festival. As a group they grow
and grow and they were delighted to wave
their palms above their heads as David led
them through the story of Palm Sunday.
We needed all the help possible from the
teachers when it came to serving the greatest
number of children ever with juice and homemade biscuits - as well as their Easter Eggs.
APCM – The Annual Parish Church
Meeting was held on 15 April when we
received a report on the events of the past
year and appointed a Churchwarden and PCC
members for the year to come.
Gill Fleckney was sincerely thanked by us
all for taking on the role of Churchwarden
for a year and she was presented with
a shrub for her garden in token of our
appreciation. Ann Horn has generously reassumed the role having had a break of just
one year! We are all most grateful to her. The
PCC have all taken on a specific duty to avoid
22

CHOLESBURY

T

the role being too onerous and the list of the
new PCC …
David Burgess – Chairman
Gavin Oldham – Vice chairman
Michael Joseph – Secretary
Nick Butterworth – Treasurer
Barbara Baddon – Sunday School
Richard Charles, Diana Osborne, Giles
Pemberton, James Nesbit, Emma Branfield,
Gill Fleckney, Anne Butterworth.
Anne Lake has withdrawn after countless
years of hard work – only to continue as
before informally! We do thank you Anne.
Hilltop News

he Annual
Meeting of
Cholesbury
church on 22 April
provided good
reports of the year’s
activities. We gave
£1,039 to various charities in 2012 and this
is more than the members present could
ever remember. Needless to say, the money
came from parishioners and visitors who
attended church or fundraising events
such as the Carol Singing and Harvest
Festival. We do thank you for your support.
The charities included Workaid (based in
Chesham) and PACT (Parents and Children
Together) in Reading. We were also
able to support the School. There were
several exceptional factors in 2012 that
concentrated our giving but we were very
pleased with the final total.
The church’s Electoral Roll, which was
Hilltop News

revised this year, showed an increase
in numbers and we welcome the new
members.
Easter was celebrated in our usual
tradition and we were delighted with
increased congregations on Good Friday,
when the cross was again carried from St
Leonards to Cholesbury Village Hall, and
Easter Morning when our visiting vicar,
Bill, adopted the Eastern Orthodox custom
of knocking loudly on the outside door to
enter the church.
In June we hold our Pets’ service and
we must wait and see what animals are
brought along. We hope to hold the event
outside but this depends on the weather.
You and your pet are invited to the service
which is at 10am on Sunday 9 June.
The Fete will be back at Cholesbury
this year so please put the Summer Bank
Holiday date of 26 August in your diary.
As usual we need helpers to run stalls and
set up tables and equipment. We depend
heavily on the regular stall holders but new
helpers will be required as one stalwart
stall holder has given us good notice of her
absence. Donations of bric-a-brac, bottles,
cakes, produce and plants will, as always,
be much appreciated.

HAWRIDGE

T

hank you from
Margaret – “I would
like to thank everybody
who contributed to my
present on my retirement as
treasurer at Hawridge. The
lovely plants which you gave
me will be a most welcome
addition to the garden and will be there to
remind me of the many friends I have made
through the church and village community. I
am delighted that Liz van Hullen has agreed
to take over from me”.

23

The Queen’s Coronation – This special
and simple Family Service is for everyone
and we look forward to seeing you on
Sunday 2 June at 9.30am for the 60th
anniversary celebrations.
The Annual Summer Concert with Iain
Ledingham, is on Saturday 28 June at the
School. We are delighted that Iain is once
again bringing soloists from the Royal
Academy of Music to perform for us, and
those of you who have been to previous
concerts will know the high calibre of the
performers. If this is your first visit, you will
not be disappointed!
Tickets to include buffet refreshments
are £15 – available from Elizabeth Tomlin
(758214) or Joan Walton (758332).
Patronal Festival and Joint Baptism
Celebration Service – We are delighted to
be holding this special joint fifth Sunday
service on 30 June at 10am when St Mary’s
will be decorated with Baptism as its
theme. In addition, teas will be served at
the church in the afternoon from 2- 5pm.
All are most welcome.
Annual Church Fete – The Fete will be
held on 26 August at the Cholesbury end
of the Common this year and preparations
will begin shortly. If you are able to help in
any way by running a stall or with transport
or setting up, please contact John Farmer
(758715), Joan Walton (758332) or Elizabeth
Tomlin (758214).
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PUB LUNCH CLUB

T

he Pub Lunch Club started in May
2012 and so has just completed its
first year. Organised by the Hilltop
Villages Good Neighbours Group, it has
been a great success with the numbers
regularly attending doubling over that
time.
If you have not tried it yet there’s
still plenty of space to cope with more
bookings each month. Meetings are at
lunchtimes on the second Wednesday of
each month at the Rose and Crown in
Hawridge. It is open to everyone living
in or near to our four Hilltop Villages,
but in particular it aims to provide
an opportunity for those who might
otherwise not find it easy to get to local
social events. If a lift is needed this can
be arranged. On offer is a two-course
meal for just £8, prepared and presented
by hosts Marc and Kerry, landlords of the
Rose and Crown.
The next few dates for your diary are:
Wednesdays 12 June, 10 July and 14
August.
Booking needs to be made in
advance to Janet Hopkinson: email
janethopkinson@tiscali.co.uk or Phone
757059.

Hilltop News

MEDIATION
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE

T

his is a local service which provides
help in improving relationships
and resolving differences between
residents and neighbours, work
colleagues and family members. It gives
everyone an equal chance to voice their
concerns and to listen to what others are
saying, before deciding together what
should be done to put things right and
start again on a new footing. Mediation
Buckinghamshire offers, free of charge
to Buckinghamshire Residents:
• C
 ommunity mediation (neighbour
issues like noise, parking, child
behaviour)
• R
 oom to talk (inter-generational
family mediation)
• Youth offending (restorative justice)
Mediation Buckinghamshire also
offers fee-paying work for workplace
and civil mediation.
For more details of the services
offered, visit its website at www.
mediationbucks.org.uk or contact
by phone: 01494 520821 or email:
mediation@mediationbucks.org.uk

Hilltop News
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CHOLESBURY-CUM-ST
LEONARDS W.I.

NEIGHBOURHOOD
WATCH

arry Keen gave us an excellent
evening in March when we looked
back at local events over 40 years,
all captured on his camera for the Bucks
Herald.
This was followed by another very good
meeting in April. Frances Benton brought
along a tremendous variety of pearls for us
to see and handle and talked about their
history and her interest in them.
In June we can look forward to hearing
about the life of Sir Norman Wisdom OBE,
and how Sue Benwell came to write a book
about him. Sue is a freelance journalist,
author and ghost-writer: please come
and meet her and listen to her story. This
meeting will be on Monday 17 June, 8pm in
St Leonards Parish Hall.
Call Carol Henry on 758435 for more
information: visitors are very welcome.

“I will only be two minutes”

B

– to go from my car into the
paper shop, drop my child off
with friends, school or a club
or maybe just drop that finished book back
into the library.

I

f you leave your vehicle insecure or your
valuables on view you may become a
victim of car crime. A thief can steal
from a vehicle and make off in ten seconds
or less. Worse still, they could steal your
vehicle. Do not leave vehicles unlocked,
do not leave anything on view and, as the
weather starts to improve, do not leave car
windows open.
Thames Valley Police have issued a list
of hints and tips for securing your garden.
I will forward this to anyone who gets in
touch with me.
If you see anything suspicious, or have
any knowledge that may assist in the
investigation of a crime, please call police
on 101. If you ever witness what you
believe at the time to be a crime in progress
please call 999 right away. You can also
make a report by calling Crimestoppers
anonymously on 0800 555 111.
Shirley Blomfield 758314

26

Hilltop News

Hilltop News

27

28

Hilltop News

Hilltop News

29

HILLTOP NEWS nature notes

The Beauty in Nature and the
Poetry in Fibonacci’s Mathematics
We have had to wait a good deal longer
than usual this year for Spring to burst
forth with its signature display of natural
beauty. We all have the privilege of
deciding what amounts to beauty in
nature.

W

hat we can share is the
experience of Spring bursting
forth in the Chilterns countryside.
Beauty in nature is, as in love, ‘in the eye
of the beholder’. For some it will be the
blossoming of bluebells, it might be the
nesting of birds or the greening of beech
trees. And for others it is the sense of
the whole world coming alive once again
after the dead of winter: rejuvenation and
rebirth, reawakening of the senses. Poetry
has oft been used to capture the beauty of
nature as in this poem about Spring…
The air is cool, the breeze is light.
The clouds in the sky are fluffy and white.
The flowers open to show their bright faces,
as the garden snail alongside paces.
The trees unfold their bright green leaves.
The spider a silken web she weaves.
The birds sing their notes high and clear.
Cheer up! Cheer up! Spring is here!
(Teresa Underwood)
Don’t get me wrong. I’ve not gone all
romantic about Spring! It’s just my way
of setting things up so I can introduce
another way you could start to look at the
beauty of the Chilterns, or any landscape
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for that matter. Spring brings to the fore
recurring patterns that are commonplace
throughout the natural world and are
based on a formula which is to be found
in the structure of plants or animals, in the
activities and constructions of the latter, as
well as in natural phenomena.
In effect, what is at play here is the
poetry of mathematics contributing to the
beauty of nature. Specifically there is a
pattern of numbers known as the Fibonacci
Sequence. This is a series of numbers which
starts…0, 1, 1, 2, 3, 5, 8, 13, 21, 34 ….. and
so on - where each successive number being
the sum of the previous two numbers.
This sequence was first discovered by
Indian mathematicians in the 6th Century.
However, it was an Italian mathematician,
Leonardo de Pisa, aka Fibonacci, who
in the 11th Century first applied this
sequence to events in the natural world.
He predicted that the sequence, which only
later became named after him, would be
found throughout nature and in natural
phenomena such as in the structure of
waves.
My cast of characters is drawn from
those referred to in the poem above. We
are all familiar with the sticky leaf buds of
the horse chestnut. The assemblage of buds
on the branch is not random but is based
on the fibonacci sequence. Subsequently,
as the trees unfold their bright green
leaves, an order becomes apparent in
their organisation. The distance between
the buds increases the further they are
from the tip of the stem and their relative
position is also orientated along a spiral
drawn according to the fibonacci sequence.
Hilltop News

As a tree grows from a single stem this
simple layout contributes towards the
overall configuration of all the branches in
the mature tree. Of course no tree remains
in such a pristine state but is affected by
pest attack and disease but the general
symmetry obvious in mature broad-leaved
and coniferous trees which have avoided
major damage is dictated at the outset by
this sequence.
Flowers open to show their bright faces
and in plants such as daisies and dandelions
these flowers are in reality composite
structures called inflorescences, comprising
large number of tightly-packed florets
which make up one large super-flower.
The orientation of these florets follows
the line of several spirals arcing out from
the centre of the inflorescence which
describe a pattern again based on this
special numerical sequence. Perhaps the
best display of this is in the seed head of a
sunflower. Other examples can be found
in fruit such as the pineapple, the cones of
cycads and cypress firs and when taking a
cross-section through a red cabbage.
Moving on to the animal kingdom:
a most pervasive example is the garden
snail. Alongside (your prized herbaceous
border) paces this rampant mollusc carrying
on its back a conspicuous spiral shell with
annualised growth rings though varying
from season to season, for reasons of
climate, has been
perfectly formed
in accord with the
mathematical formula.
A slow motion billboard
advertising it belongs to
the fibonacci brand. Other
examples in the animal world
are the spiral horns of sheep, goats
and some deer.
The fibonicci sequence also comes into
play when the garden spider a silken
web she weaves. The web comprises
several spirals built on radiating spokes.
The mystery is how the fibonacci spiral
Hilltop News

based on this mathematical sequence
produces, without failure, such a perfectly
proportioned web structure. The plan for
the web is embedded within the ganglia of
the spider. As set out in Darwin’s theory of
natural selection, which drives the process
of evolution, there is a continuous drive
to refine processes to achieve the most
efficient use of scarce materials.
To put another way, there’s simplicity,
complexity and, above all, beauty in nature.
So when around and about our Chiltern
Hills do enjoy its beauty, whatever is your
chosen way.
That’s all this time. Comments and
questions welcome as usual to
chrisbrown@rayshill.com (758890)
Chris

Brown
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Local History
Group
Tea Cakes and
History Hunt

T

he Local History
Group is
celebrating its 50th Anniversary this
year. Come and enjoy an afternoon outing
on Cholesbury Common with a cup of tea,
coffee or juice along with a slice of cake at
Cholesbury Village Hall on Sunday 7 July
between 2-5pm.
There will also be a light-hearted History
Hunt around Cholesbury for young and old
to join in and enjoy with a stroll around
the village to learn a little about the local
history of the area at the same time. Hope
to see some of you there.
Chris Brown (758890) email
localhistorygroup@cholesbury.com
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V V

V

100 Club
winners
April 2013
1st prize		
£25.00
Mr M Angell, Buckland Common
2nd prize		
£15.00
Mrs H Matthews, Buckland Common
£15.00
3rd prize		
Mrs E Thwaites, Buckland Common
New Members always welcome, please
contact the Treasurer, Richard Leat on
758784.

V V

34

V

Hilltop News

Hilltop News

35

CURVACEOUS COOK
Masala chicken with baby spinach
This may not look especially summery, but it is really delicious
and so many people have asked me do the recipe for Hilltop News.
500g chicken thigh or breast meat
3tbsp vegetable oil
2 whole red chillies dried
4 cloves, 2 black cardamom pods, 3 green cardamons,
2 large cinnamon sticks, 2 bay leaves
200g onions, finely chopped
2tsp garlic, 2tbs ginger
¼ tsp red chilli powder, ¼ tsp turmeric
1tsp salt (or to taste)
1tsp ground coriander, 2tsp ground cumin
200g chopped tomatoes, 250g baby spinach
11/2tbsp vegetable oil, 1tsp garlic
1 large handful fresh coriander for cooking and garnish
Heat the oil in a deep wide-based pan to sizzle the whole red chillies, cloves, green
and black cardamoms, bay leaves and cinnamon sticks.
Add the onions and fry until soft and light brown. Add the garlic and ginger and allow
the flavours to blend into the onion. Add the chicken pieces and sauté for a few minutes to
seal the pieces before adding the red chilli powder, salt, ground cumin and coriander,
turmeric and fresh coriander. Saute for a few minutes before adding the chopped tomatoes,
stir well and cook for a minute. Now add 50ml water, bring to boil and simmer for 15 minutes,
or until the chicken is cooked.
Now prepare the spinach by heating 10ml oil, add the garlic, sauté until the garlic turns brown.
Now add the salt before adding the spinach. Cook until the spinach wilts and then add to
the chicken dish. Stir in and allow the flavours to blend for a further 3 minutes.
Ready to serve.
Lulu Stephen: bellingdonm@hotmail.com
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We welcome all news, letters and articles which are of general interest and relevance to
the Hilltop Villages. Material for inclusion in the August/September edition should be sent
to Graham Lincoln or Anne Butterworth (Church Matters) by 9 July latest. Please note that
photos sent online must be at least 2,500 x 1,750 pixels in size.
Editor
Graham Lincoln 758449 grahamlnc@aol.com
Co-ordinator/Church Matters
Anne Butterworth 758700 anne@churchcottage.eu
Advertising
Ann Horn 758250 annhorn43@aol.com
Design & Production
Michael Spark 758882 info@michaelspark.com
Distribution
Rosemary Pearce 758334
Printer
Strongs, Berkhamsted 01442 878592 info@strongs-printing.co.uk
Hilltop News is entirely non-profit making and is funded by advertising.
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Taylors Tools LTD
43-45 Hempstead Road, Kings Langley,Herts, WD4 8BS
01923 268355 www.taylorstools.co.uk
sales@taylorstools.co.uk
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