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Villagers gathered on Cholesbury 
Common on 9 December for the 
dedication of a stone monument 

erected to mark Queen Elizabeth II’s 
Diamond Jubilee. The monument, 
comprising three local puddingstones, 
has been sited adjacent to where the 
Jubilee Beacon was lit at the climax to last 
Summer’s celebrations. 

The occasion was marked with brief 
speeches. Paul Hembury, Chairman of the 
Commons Preservation Society, thanked 
Philip Matthews and John Caple, who 
had laboured to get the stones, weighing 
several tons, in place. He then introduced 
the Chairman of the Parish Council, John 
Allen, who presented the Society with 
a cheque for £200, which has funded a 
suitably inscribed brass plaque, affixed by 
John Kilpatrick. 

It was a fitting conclusion to the event 
that Christine Stott, the present Lord of 
the Manors of Hawridge and Cholesbury, 
performed the dedication of the stones 
just over one hundred years after her 
predecessor had conducted the proceedings 
when the boundary stone commemorating 
Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee was 
unveiled. With speeches and photographs 
completed, those present retired to the Full 
Moon for mulled wine and mince pies.

Front cover 

In February and March, frogs gather in 
ponds to spawn. On quiet mornings the 
buzzing croaks of males can be heard 
as they pair up with females. May their 
welcome sounds herald a glorious spring…

…In this issue, Chris Brown tells us what 
else to look out for this time of year – plus 
all the news from our churches, clubs, 
school, societies and councils.

Early Easter

Easter comes early this year, with Good 

Friday on 29 March. Our church service 

details are therefore included in this 

issue. May you all have a happy Easter!

A new monument  
on the Common

Lord of the Manors, Christine Stott, dedicates 
the commemorative stones
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THE PARISH COUNCIL

December is a relatively quiet period 
for the Parish Council as we do not 
hold a public meeting that month, 

but work still goes on behind the scenes. 
For example, I remain in regular contact 
with Jon Dickens, our Local Area Technician 
at Bucks County Council, and he has helped 
to resolve a number of recent problems 
quickly and efficiently; not least removing 
a fallen tree in Parrotts Lane over the New 
Year and unblocking kerb weirs and gullies 
on several flooded roads during the very 
wet weather at the end of last year.

On the subject of highways issues, 
the New Grapevine was busy in January 
reporting potholes. Putting aside the 
problem of county borders, I would like 
to remind everyone that any large or 
dangerous potholes in our parish should 
be reported to Transport for Bucks by 
e-mail: tfb@buckscc.gov.ukl, or phone: 0845 
2302882 or http://www.buckscc.gov.uk/
bcc/transport/ea_report_problem.page on 
its website. There is also an out-of-hours 
emergency number: 01296 486630. Herts 
potholes should be logged via its website 
– http://www.hertsdirect.org/services/
transtreets/highways/hhonlineservices/hfr/ – 
or by phone on 0300 1234047. 

I know I have urged people to report 
potholes to TfB before and my advice 
remains the same. Jon Dickens is sharp-
eyed and a regular visitor to our parish 
but we should help him all we can on this 
particular issue as it is in our own interests 
to help keep the roads pothole-free. TfB 
is obliged to fill any Category 1 potholes 
promptly and you can find category 
definitions on its website.

Winter gritting has been slow to get 
underway this year as it was was so mild in 
December and early January, but Bucks CC 
deposits piles of salt around the parish in 
pre-determined places at regular intervals. 
Over the years, the Parish Council has also 
bid for and won the provision of salt bins 

in various places around the parish and the 
County Council is obliged to refill these 
when they are empty. If you see an empty 
or damaged salt bin, please let me know 
where it is and what the problem is and I 
will ask for it to be mended and/or refilled.

Our allotments are almost completely 
tenanted at the moment, with just one half 
plot available for anyone who is nursing 
a New Year’s resolution to get out more, 
exercise more or just grow their own fruit 
and vegetables. If you are interested, 
please contact me to arrange a visit to the 
allotments. Half a plot costs just £12.50 a 
year, so it is not exactly a major expense, 
and the rewards can be huge!

Finally, the Falcon Motor Club is running 
its annual March Hare Trial on 3 March. It 
has been doing this for several years now 
and the cars follow a fixed roads and tracks 
route which includes two byways in this 
parish: Hawridge Lane, which runs from 
Bellingdon to Hawridge Hill alongside 
Hawridge Place, and Berkhamsted Lane (or 
Hill Farm Road depending on who you’re 
talking to) which runs from Stoney Lane 
past Hill Farm to Hog Lane. Public notices 
will be posted at the ends of each track 
nearer the time, so please keep an eye out 
for them and avoid the lanes on that day if 
you’re a horse-rider. It is quite a spectacle 
as some of the cars taking part are ancient 
and some of the competitors remarkably 
determined (not to mention eccentric).

Susie Bell, Clerk to the Council 
758408 parish.clerk@f-12.co.uk

THE COUNTY COUNCIL
2013 got off to a busy 

start at County Hall as 

Public Health becomes 

the responsibility of the 

County Council on 1st 

April. New and more 

cost-effective ways of 

delivering services are 

planned, and no increase 

in Council Tax again this year means many 

households will save at least £100 a year.

The new Vision for Buckinghamshire 
– the Enterprise County – predicts 
that this will still be a great place to 

live in ten years’ time, benefitting from a 
wide range of cultural opportunities and 
the beautiful natural environment. 1,156 
people took part in this year’s Budget and 
Strategic Plan consultation and the highest 
responses were in support of continued 
expenditure on roads, reducing crime and 
anti-social behaviour, and services for older 
people. Also a high priority is education 
and services to help and support vulnerable 
children.

The international press in Singapore was 
concerned with the proposed new high-
speed railway between China and Bangkok 
and eventually Yangon. Whilst most of 
the benefits will go to China in terms of 
reaching new markets, Laos will need to 
borrow $7billion from China to cover its 
420kms of track. The UN Development 
Program has assessed the rail project and 
reported that the financial terms offered by 
China’s Export-Import Bank are so onerous 
that it would be an expensive mistake. 
We need to ask who would finance HS2 
on the basis that the business case is not 
economically viable. It seems that China 
also intends to reach Europe by high-
speed train: the time saving and safety 

of their exports would be considerable. 
The outcome of the Judicial Reviews will 
shortly be known and we must hope that 
the Judge finds in our favour. Martin 
Tett, Leader of the Council, was in the 
High Court every day and I saw several 
local activists there myself. Now is such an 
important time to stop it!

During the year, I have been able to 
contribute to local projects through the 
Community Leaders Fund, most recently 
towards the Cricket Pavilion extension to 
support the growing number of juniors. We 
are fortunate in having such an enterprising 
club and I do wish these youngsters every 
success this summer.

The County Council has spent £30million 
on roads over the past two years, very 
necessarily, and will spend a similar amount 
between now and 2015. At present, capital 
is available from Government without 
interest charges and other roads in the 
parish have been earmarked for repairs in 
the next year.

County Council elections are due on 2 
May and I hope you will raise any concerns 
you have when I am out and about meeting 
local residents.

Tricia Birchley (Chiltern Ridges Division)  
01296 621138

Your councillors are:

John Allen, Chairman: 758095

Nigel Blomfield, 758314

Chris Brown, 758890

Philip Matthews, 758205

John Minting, 758206

Francis Sanger, 758767

Liz van Hullen, 758800



6 Hilltop News Hilltop News 7

Last term was the longest Autumn Term 

in memory, taking its toll on children 

and staff alike. It was, however, a most 

exciting and productive term which saw 

the introduction of our new creative 

curriculum. This meant huge commitment 

from the staff, but everyone was full 

of enthusiasm for this new method of 

learning. 

On the last day of term parents were 
invited to a celebration assembly, 
where they were able to watch 

videos which gave an overview of each 
year group’s activities. Windmills worked 
from the story of the Gruffalo: their faces 
when they arrived one morning to find 
the Gruffalo asleep in their classroom 
were a picture. Similarly, Years 1 and 2 had 

a visit from the three bears and Years 3 
and 4 from Willie Wonka and two of his 
Oompa Loompas! Years 5 and 6 arrived 
one day to find that they could only enter 
their classrooms through the rabbit hole 
into Wonderland. All exciting stuff! Every 
aspect of the curriculum spiralled from the 
core text and there was some very creative 
thinking. The children have returned this 
year full of excitement and anticipation for 
the new term. Thank you to all the staff for 
their outstanding work.

At the end of last term the parents of 
Key Stage One were treated to a nativity 
play with a difference, it was based on the 
book ‘The Jolly Postman’, which ended 
with the traditional Nativity Scene. This 
production was written by Miss Wilmshurst 
and Mrs Davey. Key Stage Two provided 
a mixed performance of song and dance, 
both traditional and contemporary, which 

Tucking in to Christmas lunch

HAWRIDGE & CHOLESBURY C of E SCHOOL

included a brief pantomime provided by 
the staff.

Years 3 and 4 held a chocolate sale 
offering handmade goodies such as Rocky 
Road, iced biscuits, chocolate popcorn and 
various handmade chocolates in aid of the 
Chesham based charity, Radio Christmas, 
which raises money for street children in 
Guatemala. The charity was delighted to 
receive a donation of £174 for this excellent 
cause.

Ian Greenaway (from the Fat Pig 
Company) again provided our Christmas 
lunch of turkey and all the trimmings 
enjoyed by most of the children and all 
enjoyed the atmosphere and the delicious 
chocolate pudding.

Our value for this term is ‘community’ 
and we would welcome anyone who can 
offer any of their time to contribute to this 
term’s topics: Lost and Found: penguins 
and the arctic (Windmills), the Lighthouse 
keepers lunch (Years 1 and 2), World War II 

(Years 3 and 4) and Star Wars and all things 
sci-fi (Years 5 and 6).

On the staffing front we welcome this 
term Michelle Booth, who joins us as a 
learning support assistant in Key Stage 
One and Claire Bedford as acting Deputy 
Head, to cover Mrs Davey’s maternity leave, 
working with Year 2. Claire brings her 
expertise in numeracy and art and design. 

Judy Joseph, Vice Chair Governing Body
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CHOLESBURY cum 
ST LEONARDS 
HORTICULTURAL 
SOCIETY

We finished 2012 with our last 
Horticultural Society event of the 
year with our AGM and supper 

and everyone enjoyed the closely fought 
general knowledge quiz! Thinking back 
now it is hard to believe that early last year 
we were suffering a drought, only to be 
followed by the wettest recorded year in 
England and Wales. A mild winter so far 
has meant my garden is showing signs of 
growth in January and I even have a few 
closed rose buds in my garden. No doubt a 
hard, cold snap is around the corner.

Pruning shrubs
This month we take a closer look at 
pruning, which not only creates a better 
structure to the plant but promotes better 
flowering and helps to remove dead, 
damaged or diseased growth. Remember to 
always use sharp, clean tools and feed and 
water shrubs afterwards to minimise stress 
to the plant. When applying a top dressing 
take care not to allow contact between the 
mulch and the base of the stem. 

While pruning out diseased wood 
and between each cut, wipe the blades 
with a rag soaked in a solution of garden 
disinfectant. This will help to prevent 
disease transmission to the next plant you 
prune. After use you can remove plant 
sap deposits from the blades with fine 
steel wool or with a cloth and proprietary 
metal cleaner. It is also worth investing in a 
sharpener or whetstone and try to ensure 
the blades are sharpened to the same angle 
they were originally.

Pruning before flowering
Deciduous plants that flower any time from 
July to autumn, such as Buddleia davidii, 
flower on growth that has been produced 
that season. Prune back the previous year’s 

growth to two or three buds to create an 
open framework and remove any crossing, 
spindly or old poor-flowering branches. 

Large shrubs which have outgrown their 
space benefit from regenerative pruning. 
Prune the main upright stems between 
mid-March to mid-April so the foliage has 
a whole season to ripen before winter and 
follow with a granular balanced fertiliser or 
mulch around the base to compensate for 
lost growth. This will improve the winter 
stem colour of Cornus or Salix and Prunus 
and Syringa vulgaris will also benefit from 
this. My Cornus ‘Midwinter fire’, after 
vigorous pruning last year, are putting on a 
fine display.

Pruning after flowering
Spring flowering deciduous shrubs and 
those that start to bloom before the end 
of June, such as Wiegela, spring flowering 
Ceanothus and Forsythia flower on growth 
produced the previous season. These should 
be pruned immediately after flowering 
to allow them time to grow and stems to 
mature and produce flowers the following 
year. Prune flowered stems back to a strong 
upright shoot and shorten other stems. To 
open up the centre of the plant, take out 
one or two of the older stem bases each 
year. 

I am busy planning what to grow this 
year in my vegetable beds as the wet 
weather last year meant some vegetables 
didn’t do so well. The greenhouse has 
also had a thorough clean as my tomatoes 
suffered from tomato blight last year. 

We are currently finalising our 
programme of events for the year and 
these will be published shortly but please 
keep Saturday 7 September free for our 
Annual Horticultural show. If you wish to 
join the Horticultural Society then please 
contact Diana Garner on montana@
cholesbury.net  or  phone 758347. We look 
forward to seeing you all again soon.

Happy gardening in 2013. 
Barbara Baddon 

LOCAL HISTORY 
GROUP

Our next three 
meetings span 
almost 2,000 

years of history. If you 
have not been to a 
meeting before or for 
a while, why not come along and, at least, 
discover that history Hilltop Villages style 
is interesting, amusing and, above all, 
anything but that stuffy subject you may 
have endured at school?

On Friday 1st February, we will find 
the brickyard in Bellingdon transported en 
bloc to St Leonards when we hear from Jim 
Matthews on Local Brickmaking. If there 
was ever a chance to learn about a business 
which has contributed to both the look and 
the economy of the local community over 
the last 80 plus years this is it.

A month on we have the chance to see 
how television has gone about depicting 
naval heroes of the Napoleonic era. 
Hornblower’s Navy is the title chosen 
by Paul Chamberlain, a naval historian 
who has himself appeared in TV history 
documentaries. Friday 1st March will afford 
this excellent opportunity to tease the fact 
from the fiction.

We step back two millennia on Friday 
5th April when it’s a case of Life and Death 
in a Roman Villa. Not so much a “who done 

it” but more “an everyday story of country 
folk” in Bucks (rather than Borsetshire) and 
will be narrated by Dr Jill Eyers, who is a 
locally-based Director of Archaeology 

Meetings start at 8.15 sharp and all three 
are at St Leonards PH which will be open 
from 8pm. So for just £3 on the night it’s a 
great return on a small investment, or by 
becoming a member at £8 a year you can 
save a few bob and enjoy all the rest of this 
season’s talks. 

Chris Brown (758890)

Learning Difficulties 
Teacher

Offering one-to-one or 
small group help and advice.

For more information or to arrange  
an introductory consultation, contact:

Graine Hyslop
T: 01494 758773

M: 07841 986531 E: graineh@yahoo.com
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HAWRIDGE & 
CHOLESBURY 
COMMONS 
PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY
Working parties
Working parties have once again been 
busy on the Commons. Two sessions before 
Christmas concentrated on the permissive 
ride to the east of Horseblock. In an 
attempt to let more light and air into this 
exceptionally muddy section of the ride, a 
substantial amount of blackthorn was cut 
back.  Another session focused on opening 
up the aspect to the north opposite the Full 
Moon, by cutting back the under-storey 
of holly and felling a fairly large sycamore 
which was blocking the view.  Hawthorn 
shrubs that could have been removed for 
the same reason were left because they are 
hosting large honeysuckle plants.

We are very pleased that we have had 
a few new volunteers this season, one 
of whom comes from Dudswell. This is 
encouraging, as it suggests that there is 
satisfaction in helping out, even if there 
is no direct affiliation with the area. The 
bonhomie of working in a group must be 
part of this, as well as the chance to have 
a bonfire and eat Lindsay’s legendary fruit 

cake that arrives with hot drinks mid-way 
through the morning. We would like to 
welcome Jason and Amy from Hawridge 
and also Claire Strong, who are all new to 
the working parties. As always, we are very 
grateful to all volunteers and we thank 
Isobel who, with David Barnard and Ian 
Phillips, plans and oversees the season’s 
work.  

If you would like to support the work on 
the Commons, you are very welcome to join 
the working parties, even if for part of the 
morning, or for one or two sessions in the 
season.

Working parties: out in all weather!  

In November, two separate groups came 
from the Get Out There Project set up by 
Hammersmith City Council. They worked 
on cutting back the blackthorn at the side 
of the bottom ride, giving new vigour to 
the plants as they regenerate from the base 
in the Spring. It is good practice, if done 
in rotation, to coppice the small shrubs 
and trees at the edges of paths and rides, 
creating different age structures that will 
support a wider range of species. 

The Chiltern Conservation Board has 
asked us to identify a practical conservation 
task which could be undertaken by a large 
group of enthusiastic trainees from RAF 
Halton. At the time of writing, we are 
following up this offer.    

AGM
Last year we held the AGM earlier than 
usual. This suited the Committee and we 
will probably do the same again this year. 
We had a short formal meeting, with a 
brief summary of the year’s work outlined 
by our Chairman, Paul Hembury.  As usual, 
our thanks were due to many individuals 
and organisations, all of whom contribute 
to the work of the Society, and they were 
all acknowledged.  Accounts presented by 
our Treasurer, Ben Lewis, showed that the 
Society ran at a considerable loss in 2012.

There followed a tribute to Oliver and 
Jenny Parsons, who have been active 
members of the Society for many years 
and now feel it is time to take a less active 
role. Oliver joined the Committee in 1987 
and became Chairman from 1989 to 1991. 
Jenny was a member of the committee for 
five years, four as Secretary (1998 to 2003) 
and was involved in running the Summer 
Party. Each has walked the Commons on 
a daily basis. Oliver has photographed 
many of the activities on the Commons, 
documenting many changes, landmarks, 
flora and fauna, and the changing seasons. 
He has also kept the Society’s photographic 
archive, including photos by Tony Griffin 
and Frank Sugden, and has always been 
able to find suitable photos for exhibitions. 
When Lindsay was asked to edit the Local 
Heritage Study, Oliver’s encouragement 
was crucial as they got to grips with using 
the computer. Something of a ‘womble’ by 
nature, Oliver picks up litter as he walks. He 
has always alerted the authorities if there is 
fly tipping, a tree down or other problems 
such as potholes, snow and ice. He has 
frequently dealt with fallen branches which 
block the road, particularly on Stoney and 
Pound Lanes and organised working parties 
to remove dangerous trees. He has a gift 
for lighting bonfires, being able to start 
them in the most inclement weather!  All 
this commitment is testimony to their love 
for the Commons and we thank them for 
everything they have given over the years.

Committee
Paul has kindly agreed to remain as 
Chairman for the last of his three years, 
even though he originally took on the task 
on the proviso that it would be for one year 
only! All the other Committee members 
were willing to stand again and, as there 
were no other nominations, there was 
no change to the Committee, which is as 
follows:

Chairman: Paul Hembury, 01494 758565
Vice Chairman: Linden Bevan-Pritchard, 
01494 758750
Treasurer: Ben and Hayley Lewis, 01494 
758843

Secretary: Veronica Mash, 07801 442762

Committee: David Barnard, John Caple, 
Stephen Cheeld, Isobel Clark, Lindsay 
Griffin, Mark Hobbs and Sue Phillips.

We are very grateful to Paul’s daughter, 
Hannah, who provided mulled wine 
and hot mince pies before the evening’s 
talk, which was given by Ann Farrer. She 
illustrated her talk about red kites with 
wonderful slides and provided a fascinating 
insight into the lives and behaviour of 
these magnificent birds. If anyone doubted 
the playfulness of these birds, we were 
all impressed by a large group of juvenile 
kites that were shown repeatedly dropping 
something unidentifiable from a height, 
while the remainder of the group tried 
to catch it in mid-flight. We were shown 
some of the manufactured items that kites 
incorporate in their nests, which clarifies 
Shakespeare’s words in ‘A Winter’s Tale’:.. 
‘My traffic is sheets; when the kite builds, 
look to lesser linen’. 

Ash die-back
If you walk on the Commons, it would be 
helpful if you could keep a look out for this 
disease which has devastated the ash trees 
in so many countries and is now appearing 
in Britain. Now is not the best time for 
looking, but soon it will be Spring. If you 
do notice anything, please let one of the 
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Committee members know. On its website, 
the Woodland Trust has a helpful printable 
guide to ash die-back (woodlandtrust.
org.uk/treedisease).  The things to notice 
are: blackening of the leaves, extending 
into the leaf veins and stalks; die-back of 
the crown, sometimes with a flush of new 
growth below; dark, diamond-shaped 
lesions, especially around the side shoots, 
and tiny pale fungi growing on damp leaf 
stalks in early autumn. The guide also 
gives suggestions on how we can all help 
to prevent the spread of the fungus by 
being careful not to transport soil, mud, 
leaves or other plant material to new areas 
and to clean footwear, bicycle wheels, etc, 
after visiting woodland. How practical this 
would be, I don’t know, but in the absence 
of any known cure, this may be the only 
thing we can do at the moment. 

Records of fauna and flora 
The Society is hoping to update existing 
records of birds, plants, insects, fungus 
and animals found on the Commons. We 
are very fortunate to have several experts 
living nearby who are being asked if they 
could conduct a survey in their particular 
field of interest.

We were excited to hear recently 
from Mike Wallis that he had flushed 
two woodcock on the Common. Because 
they are nocturnal, their presence could 
be overlooked and by day the birds can 
remain almost invisible among the leaf 
litter, unless disturbed. We would be very 
pleased to hear of any other unusual 
sightings, although for the purpose of our 
surveys, these would have to be verified. 
When we first came to Hawridge Common, 
I heard for the first time an evocative 
purring in the trees. There was silence 
whenever I approached the sound, rather 
than the usual clattering of wood pigeons 
as they flapped away.  About fifteen years 
later, I saw the bird that had been puzzling 
me for so long – a turtle dove, with a 
beautiful tawny tortoiseshell pattern on 

its back. Sadly, these have not come to the 
Commons for the past few years, reflecting 
a national decline in this migrant bird.

Membership subscriptions
All subscriptions are used to support 
the costs of maintaining the commons. 
Although much of the work of scrub 
control and keeping the paths clear is done 
by volunteers, we pay for tools for the 
working parties, posts and signs, equipment 
maintenance and fuel for chain-saws 
and the tractor, cutting and collection 
of bracken from the open grass areas, 
and insurance. If you have not already 
done so, you can pay our treasurers, Ben 
and Hayley Lewis at 7 Sandpit Cottages, 
Cholesbury Lane, Cholesbury, HP23 6NF 
(758843): cheques payable to HCCPS. 
Membership of the Society for 2013 is £10 
per person. Several people have taken up 
the suggestion to pay by annual standing 
order. Relevant forms were distributed with 
the last newsletter, or you can get one from 
Ben. 

As can be seen from our accounts at the 
AGM, our incoming funds do not cover 
the costs of necessary work. If you are not 
a member, you might feel that the annual 
subscription is good value, considering 
what a wonderful community asset we have 
in our commons.

Linden Bevan-Pritchard, on behalf of the 
HCCPS Committee

Working Parties for Feb - March 2013, 9.30am – 12.30 pm
 Everyone is welcome, adults and children alike. Bring thick gloves. Refreshments provided.

For further information contact David Barnard (758365) or 
 Isobel Clark (758987)  email hccps@cholesbury.com

Date Location Activity

Feb 3 Bottom ride, east of bottom of  Clear up arisings from previous work party. 

 Horseblock Lane, at end of  Cut trees leaning across Drovers Path. 

 Drover’s path (Grid Ref 944068)  Coppice hazel. Bonfire

Feb 17 By Post Office Cottages,  Clear back blackthorn from edge; 

 Cholesbury (Grid Ref 933070) clear up dead and fallen elms; clear around  

  phone box. Bonfire

March 3  Towards bottom of Pound Lane,  Coppice hazel. Possible bonfire 

 Hawridge (Grid Ref 950062)

March 17 Bottom ride near Cholesbury Clear up fallen apple and broken branches; 

 Bottom (Grid Ref 934074) possibly clear branches on Shire Lane.  

  Bonfire
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NEIGHBOURHOOD 
WATCH

Thames Valley Police 
promote and actively 
encourage the flow of 

localised information between 
the police and the community 
and want to build on this with their Thames 
Valley Alerts, used to keep our communities 
safe and informed. They would like more 
people to subscribe to this service and you 
should go to www.thamesvalleyalert.co.uk 
if you wish to sign up to receive text, phone 
or e-mail alerts

Shirley Blomfield  758314

CHOLESBURY-CUM-ST 
LEONARDS W.I.

The November meeting went really 
well and a good number of visitors 
came along to taste the game fare 

provided by George Davis and his Wild 
Game Direct team. The venison was 
particularly enjoyed and proceeds from 
the evening were donated to the Chiltern 
Air Ambulance. December was party night 
when The Cygnets entertained with a good 
selection of songs and carols and Hilary 
Sheppard found some amusing anecdotes 
which made us smile. On into the New Year 
and Paddy Thomas and Elizabeth Dinnage 
gave us an insight into the County WI 
Archives at the January meeting. 

The February meeting on Monday 
18th also looks back to the past when 
Paul Heslop is to talk about the Jacobite 
Rebellions of 1725 and 1745. March looks 
back too when Barry Keen comes on 
Monday 18th to tell us about his years 
(over 40) as a photographer with the Bucks 
Herald. His talk is titled ‘The Stories Behind 
the Pictures’. The Meetings start at 8pm in 
St Leonards Parish Hall and are open to all: 
the visitor’s fee is just 50p! Carol Henry is 
the contact for more information (758435). 
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HAWRIDGE & 
CHOLESBURY  
CRICKET CLUB
Mid Bucks cricket
At the Mid Bucks 
Cricket League AGM 
on 5 December, 
Hawridge & 
Cholesbury CC was 
re-elected to the 
league. This follows 
the club’s decision 
early in the 2012 
season to withdraw from the Chiltern 
League and seek re-admission to the Mid 
Bucks League. The big differences in this 
change are that there will be considerably 
less travel involved, the duration of matches 
are reduced and generally the level of 
competition is a little lower, more suited to 
the club’s current playing strength. 

Hawridge & Cholesbury last played in the 
Mid Bucks League in 2006, when we won 
the top division, but we have subsequently 
lost a number of regular playing members. 
Now it is time for a fresh start!

AGM
The AGM was held in the club pavilion on 
6 December. The following people were 
elected:
President:  Trafford Matthews
Chairman:  Brian Ralphs
Vice Chairman:  Simon Knight
Secretary:  Linsey Cresswell
Treasurer:  Emma Holdsworth
Grounds Manager: Phil Wright
Pavilion Manager:  Mick Sargent
Cricket Manager:  Neil Jones
Youth Development Officer:  Ian Hames
Social and Fund Raising:  Mick Channer

Richard Vasey was elected Life Member, 
for over 30 years of service to the club. The 
Club Trustees (Trafford Matthews, Mick 
Penn and Tony Smith) were confirmed for 
another 5 years.

Team Captains:
Saturday Team: To be decided by the 
Committee at a later date
Sunday Team:  Andy Holdsworth
Friday Team:  Digger Reading.

In his report, Chairman Brian Ralphs 
congratulated outgoing Committee 
members Digger Reading (Youth 
Development - Colts) and Kevin Hamblin 
(Grounds) for the wonderful work they 
have done since taking on their respective 
challenges.   

He also commented on the roof repair. 
In 2012 the club was faced with a potential 
roof replacement bill of over £10,000. 
However, with technical advice and 
financial support from friends of the club, 
we were able to complete the repair for 
less than £2,000.   

Pavilion extension
Also mentioned at the AGM were plans 
for the pavilion extension, to modernise 
the changing facilities and to provide 
equipment storage for our growing 
colts section. These plans have already 
been drawn up and approved by the 
Chiltern District Council. Richard Vasey 
will be heading up the sub-committee 
to undertake the building work, with 
the intention of completing the addition 
before the start of the 2013 playing season. 
However, the pace at which this continues 
will be dependant on the club finding 
finance to cover the costs. Even with a 
fair amount of self-help, the cost of the 
extension is likely to top £10,000. As this is a 
facility which is used by many in the Hilltop 
community, we will be appealing to local 
benefactors to assist with the financing of 
this development.

Star colts
The club continues to produce young 
players with high potential. Max Collins 
(wicketkeeper) and Luke Barker (bowler) 
attended trials for Bucks County Cricket 
in November. Both have been added to 

the Bucks U12 
Development Squad. 
In addition, Harry 
Sargent (all-rounder) 
has been selected 
for the Bucks County 
U14 Development 
Squad.

All news, photos and more can be 
found on the club website, which is 
hawridgeandcholesbury.hitscricket.com.

Brian Ralphs

Chairman, Hawridge &  
Cholesbury Cricket Club

Luke Barker

Harry SargentMax Collins

There was a spectacular turnout in balmy 
weather for the Boxing Day Hunt. Many people 
popped into the cricket club to enjoy the 
festive occasion.
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by the Reverend 

David Burgess

Historical 
hearsay tells 
us that the 

Roman Emperor 
Nero liked the 
sound of his own 
voice. So much 

so that whenever he spoke (at length) in 
public, his audience was literally a captive 
one. They were not allowed to leave until 
he’d finished. Records of the time describe 
women having to stay on to give birth 
while Nero was in full flow!

Real history also tells us that there was 
a darker side to Nero’s reign, of course. His 
was the Roman world, with its strange mix 
of efficiency and depravity, of civilisation 
and utter cruelty. 

And it was into this Roman-dominated 
world that Jesus, later to be called Christ, 
was born. Admittedly, Nero himself wasn’t 
born until 37 AD,  but the basis of Roman 
society provided the environment within 
which his excesses against the Christian 
church were to flourish. Spiritual and 
secular authority met, disputed and fought 
frequently throughout the Empire. 

In fact, Jesus was born and the Church 
was founded in a time and place that 
was a ferment of religious, political and 
intellectual activity. Jesus and the early 
church leaders, especially Paul, encountered 
the clash on a daily basis. Even in a first-
century imperial backwater like Palestine, 
the city of Jerusalem was a thoroughly 
polyglot community.

I don’t think that the time and place 
were coincidental: God knew what he was 
doing. Lest we should dismiss the ancient 
world as ‘primitive’, we should remember 

that the influence of the Greeks and 
Romans and the legacy of other cultures 
had produced a sophisticated system of 
trade, transport and communication. 
A common trade language – ‘koiné’: a 
stripped-down version of classical Greek – 
was universally spoken and understood. It 
was also the language in which the New 
Testament was written.

Civilisation was, however, still basic 
enough to rely on spoken and written 
communication. A personal God had 
ensured that the Good News of his Son’s 
death and resurrection was personally 
communicated in an environment which 
was neither too primitive nor over-
advanced. It was always going to be seen 
as a threat to Judaism – after all, it grew 
from it. But to be seen as a threat to the 
Empire it must have been growing at a 
phenomenal rate. 

They would have been heady days: 
exhilarating and terrifying in turn. Early 
Christianity had a razor-sharp cutting edge 
which we in the 21st-century west only see 
today at second-hand and in distant places. 
This isn’t necessarily bad: we have a long-
established tradition of Christian ministry 
and service, which provides a developed, 
perspective on God and the world. 

The mature and youthful church alike 
need to look back to their roots – to remind 
themselves of a God who has always acted 
at the right time and in the right place, 
and who did so centrally and decisively in 
Palestine: in Jesus’ world, in the first half of 
the first century AD. 

Jesus’s World
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Little BearsHAWRIDGE

Our Christingle 
Service held on 
the first Sunday 

in Advent was a joyful 
occasion and the collection 
of £80.60 was sent to the Children’s Society.

Christmas celebrations - Thank you so 
much those who joined us for carol singing 
around the village and our particular 
thanks to the staff and customers of The 
Full Moon. We were able to send £75 to 
Save the Children Fund.

Our Christmas Eve Carol Service was 
well supported and this made a very joyous 
beginning to the celebration of Christmas. 
Christmas Day Parish Communion was 
taken by Bill Carpenter and those who 
attended left filled with the warmth of the 
Christmas message.

The special Four-Parish service to ring 
out the old year and bring in the new 
encouraged people to ring the bells or 
even chat to a neighbour! Together with 
the hearty singing of carols, of which one 
was even in Latin, there were a number of 
thought-provoking readings and poems.

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
is on 8 March at the School and it is a very 
important one. The present PCC invite you 
to attend a short informal discussion at the 
beginning of the meeting so that we can 
plan a way forward for our village church.

Are we having services at the right time?
We try to have a variety of services and 

special occasion services but may have ideas 
for improvement.

How can we attract people to take 
responsibility for routine tasks?
The general upkeep of the church and 
churchyard is done by volunteers but we 
don’t have enough people to do this on a 
regular basis. These are tasks such as church 
cleaning, emptying compost and rubbish 
bins in the churchyard and keeping the 
gardens tidy.

Our aim is to keep the village church 
alive for future generations, but we need 
everyone’s support to do this!

Good Friday, 29 March – This year 
there will not be a Walk of Witness from 
Hawridge. Instead we will be joining the 
walk starting from St Leonards at 10.30am.

Easter Sunday, 31 March – Holy 
Communion at 9.30am and Easter Praise at 
5pm. If you would like to take part in the 
Easter Praise Service by reading, reciting, 
singing or playing an instrument, please 
contact Joan (7589332) or (Elizabeth 758214).

ST LEONARDS

Christmas was wonderful! It 
started with Little Bears 
on 12 December 

– we’ve never seen 
so many of them 
– who came to 
hear David tell once 
again the Christmas Story. The young pre-
school children listened attentively as David 
pointed out the figures at the crib and sang 
sweetly, accompanied by his guitar.

The Nativity, combined with a Family 
Service and Carols, was a slightly different 
celebration from previous years and was 
a great success, appealing to all ages in 
its simplicity. Well done Sunday Schoolers 
and well done too to all you young mums 
who now lead the Sunday School. We all 
enjoyed it enormously.

As people began to arrive for the Carol 
Service, they let out an ‘ah’ of pleasure as 
they entered. No changes but, just as they 
had come to expect, windows filled with 
country greenery and softly lit by candles 
with the tree sparkling at the altar. It was a 
delight as always to have John Hull lead us 
and to have the opportunity to give him a 
small present as a token of our appreciation 
of his love and support during his many 
years of ministry in the Hilltop Villages. 
John was ordained fifty years ago and there 
were celebrations in Wendover, The Lee 

CHOLESBURY

Holy Baptism

18 November 2012 – Elizabeth Mary Aston

The Nativity at St Leonards

and the Hilltop Village Churches to mark 
the occasion.

Our Midnight Mass and Christmas 
Family Service drew record crowds and to 
all those involved with the preparation: the 
music, readings and flowers, and not least 
all of you who came, we thank you.

We are constantly delighted and hugely 
grateful for all the support given to us 
at St Leonards over the last year. We are 
particularly aware of the many demands 
on young families (and old ones!) and we 
do appreciate your coming to Church on a 
Sunday – often an extremely busy day - very 
much indeed.   

St Leonards is celebrating Christingle on 
Sunday 3 February with the Sunday School. 

Mothering Sunday, with the Sunday 
School, is on 10 March and there will be 
posies of flowers for all mothers: not to 
mention Grannies, Aunts and indeed all 
ladies in the congregation!

It is strange to be talking about Easter in 
this post-Christmas edition of Hilltop News, 
but this issue will give you details of all the 
services, since Easter Sunday is on 31 March.

On Good Friday, the Sunday School 
meets at 10am to create the Easter Garden 
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and to hear the Easter story. They join 
the Walk of Witness, which leaves St 
Leonards at 10.30am, returning to Church 
after the first station of the cross. The 
Sunday Schoolers will finish with an Easter 
Egg Hunt! The Walk of Witness ends at 
Cholesbury Church with a simple Devotional 
Hour at around 12 noon.

Our Family Easter Service is as usual at 
11.15am on Sunday and you too can take 
part in the Easter Egg Hunt. It is a short, 
informal but important service and very 
much to the point.

Those who came to the Christmas Tea 
Party were delighted to have Richard 
Charles explain the history of one or two 
of our well-known carols. We then sang 
several carols before going into the Church 
Room for tea. Every guest left with a small 
plant and a number of these little plants 
were sent to people who were unable to 
come. We next meet on Wednesday 27 
February and Wednesday 27 March. Do let 
either Anne Lake (01296 620169) or Anne 
Butterworth (758700) know if you like to be 
collected and returned home. We’d love to 
see you if you’ve never been before!

Lizzie Aston Baptism

CHOLESBURY 

On a cold but 
gloriously 
bright Sunday 

afternoon in November, 
Will and Becky Aston 
brought Lizzie for 
Baptism. They came with their older 
children, Charlotte and Tom, and the 
accompanying family and friends were 
a particularly active congregation. They 
contributed to the service with bold ‘amens’ 
and a rousing three verses of ‘Give me joy 
in my heart’ led by David on guitar. Becky’s 
own godmother was one of the readers.

When the baptism takes place, it is 
David’s custom to invite the children to 
watch when he pours the water. The 
children didn’t need encouraging but 
crowded round the font and David was 
obliged to ask for space to get through. 
Tom held the candle that was lit for his 
sister, Lizzie, who was alert and smiling. 
Charlotte was one of four children who 
read prayers at the end of the service. 
The Aston family have recently moved to 
Cholesbury from London.

The Candlelit Carol Service on 16 
December was a great success thanks to 
many people playing their parts. Sue and 
Linda decorated the church with holly and 
other green branches while leaving space 
for the candles. Tom is now an experienced 
wine ‘muller’ while Brigid, Rosemary and 
Liz provided mince pies. Fortunately, Louisa 
had returned from college and beautifully 
sang ‘In the deep midwinter’. Dave Clarke 
brought a 22-member choir, led by Richard 
Grylls of the Ridgeway Chorale, who gave 
a very polished performance of Carols. 
The regular readers were joined by Jamie 
Carruthers, who now takes over from Alice 
and Flo Hobbs as our youngest reader. We 
brought in extra chairs for both choir and 
congregation as the number reached 98, 
but three were still standing at the back. 
This was a wonderfully enjoyable occasion.

We went Carol Singing around the 
village and enjoyed the best weather of the 
week with a largely starlit sky. We visited 
homes in various states of anticipation or 
surprise but always received a welcome. 
Danny, as our youngest singer, took charge 
of the collecting box and we were able to 
send £125 to PACT (Parents and Children 
Together). January 6th was on Sunday this 
year and we celebrated Epiphany on the 
right day.

On Christmas Eve, we were sorry to learn 
that Pam Worthington died of leukaemia. 
Pam was a long-standing member of the 
electoral role at Cholesbury Church and a 
worshipper. Pam lived in Cholesbury for 35 
years and had frequently helped at Church 
events. She is remembered as one of the 
people who could be relied upon for many 
years to help with Cream Teas and the 
Fete, particularly baking cakes. In recent 
years, Pam delivered Hilltop News to many 
homes in Cholesbury and was often delayed 
talking to neighbours. We will miss Pam’s 
warmth and cheerful commitment to her 
many friends in the village. Pam left eight 
grandchildren and Monty, the youngest, 

was brought down 
from Lancashire by 
Emily in December 
to meet his 
grandmother. Our 
prayers are with 
Roger and children 
Ashley, Emily and 
Neville. 

Pam was 
cremated on the 
morning of Friday 
11 January and, 
in the afternoon, 
we held a service 
of Thanksgiving 
in St Leonards 
Church. The venue 
was chosen to 
accommodate Pam’s 

friends but the church was overfull with 
people standing at the back. All present 
were surely touched by Roger’s tribute. We 
heard of the London girl born an only child 
in Mill Hill who became entirely at home 
in the Chilterns. Roger and two sons now 
work in their successful family business 
but Roger revealed that Pam was the only 
employee in the early days. Two wreaths 
were taken back to Cholesbury and placed 
on the altar of Pam’s own church.

We start our fund-raising programme 
with a Quiz Night on Saturday 23 February. 
We are grateful, and delighted, that Dave 
and Sandy Clarke are setting the questions 
as usual. There will be tables of eight and 
tickets are £12 each. A good supper is part 
of the deal and quizzers new and old are 
welcome.

Looking ahead, we have a Mothering 
Sunday service on Sunday 10 March at 
10.45 in the morning. Last year we went to 
The Lee for this service but this time we will 
welcome village families into Cholesbury 
Church and follow our tradition of giving 
posies. We invite children to bring mums 
and grandmas to this informal event.
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Holy Week will include the usual 
celebrations. We hold a Compline service 
on Monday 25 March at 7pm in the church. 
On Good Friday you can join the Walk of 
Witness leaving St Leonards at 10.30am to 
walk to Cholesbury Village Hall. The Walk 
includes stops for readings of the Good 
Friday story. There will be a Good Friday 
service in the church at Noon. Easter Day 
Parish Communion will be at 10am on 
Sunday 31 March.

We are fortunate at Cholesbury Church 
to have a reliable and committed group 
who clean the church. In January, Tasha 
Hathaway cleaned the Victorian tiles in the 
aisle and applied a coating to protect them 
from wear. Thank you Tasha and indeed 
thanks to all in the team.   

Village carols
As well as the carol singing around other 
parts of the Hilltops mentioned here, 
about 50 villagers, including many children, 
met on a fine, crisp evening on Buckland 
Common. Under the direction of Richard 
Charles and his recorded music, they sang 
with gusto. When the singers arrived at 
the White Lion, the management had lit a 
brazier to welcome them and the singing 
continued in the pub. By the end of the 
evening £90 was raised, which was shared 
by Iain Rennie and the Chesham Food Bank. 
Thank you all for making the evening so 
special. Let’s do it again next year!

NHS 111 in Bucks
NHS 111 – the new number for urgent 
(but not life-threatening) calls – is being 
introduced in Buckinghamshire early in 
2013. It is planned that the service will 
go live in late February, when everyone 
in Bucks will be able to use the 111 
number. If you ring NHS 111 before the 
launch date, you will get a recorded 
message advising you to ring 999 if it’s 
a life-threatening emergency or to call 
0845 46 47 or your GP. 

NHS 111 will ensure local people receive 
the right care from the right person, in 
the right place, at the right time. It will 
be available 24 hours a day, 365 days a 
year; providing a clinical assessment at 
the first point of contact, without the 
need to call patients back. 

Once the service is introduced, there 
will only be three numbers; 999 for life-
threatening emergencies, the GP surgery 
or 111. The NHS 111 service is being 
introduced nationally on a phased basis 
and will be live across the country by the 
end of 2013. 

If you would like more information 
about the introduction of NHS 111, email 
nhs.111@buckinghamshire.nhs.uk or call 
01494 552286.
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significant have been two relates species, 
woodpigeon and collared dove. Great 
tit numbers have doubled, which is an 
example of a permanent population shift 
from farmland to gardens: much like the 
robin did from pastoral woodlands to 
Victorian gardens. The RSPB stats for the 
UK are dominated by urban gardens and 
our rurally-located gardens have a different 
range of birds. 

Locally, two birds which we know are 
seen more and more frequently are the red 
kite and green woodpecker. In last year’s 
survey these were included on my return 
for the first time. One more unlikely bird 
I had visit during the survey period was a 
coot (white face: red face = moorhen). Not 
a typical visitor but, with the few ponds we 
have around here, it is a water bird that 
appears to be thriving locally at least. I 
would be interested to hear from any other 
local Big Birdwatch survey observers.

Stumbling through the woods in the 
valley between Hawridge and Bellingdon, I 
came across a straggly yew sapling fighting 
for space and scarce nutrients with the holly 
and surrounded by rotting beech mast. It 
suggests there must be some mature trees 
nearby, though most mature trees are 
sited adjacent to churches. Swotting up, I 
find that the oldest yew and, according to 
Richard Mabey, the oldest wooden artefact 
in the world, is in a churchyard in Clacton, 
Essex incredibly estimated at 250,000 years 
old!

Such ancient yews usually predate 
the church, indicating a pre-Christian 
era relationship with people. It has been 
suggested that some settlements arose 
because there was already a yew tree there. 
It is also supposed that where an ancient 
yew is associated with a congregation of 
standing stones that there was deliberate 
intent to locate a ceremonial site close to 
the tree. A separate theory for those yews 
away from ‘spiritual sites’ suggests the 

tree’s prominence in the landscape acted 
as a signpost for travellers following an 
important track way, or to mark crossroads, 
where they also became associated with 
travellers’ inns. 

Those yews which are younger than their 
associated church were normally planted 
in the middle-ages. By this time the slow-
growing, evergreen nature of the tree had 
become an important Christian symbol 
denoting longevity. Often yews planted 
in churches were in pairs and marked out 
the route the coffin would take from lych 
gate to church entrance. A colloquial name 
for the yew which seems to complement 
the weedy example I found is ‘snotty-gog’ 
which relates to the fleshy red cones, which 
are a prominent feature on mature trees 
at this time of year, and the jelly-like seed 
coating is a particular delicacy for finches 
and waxwings, which are the principal 
dispersers of the indigestible seed.

This provides a convenient link to what 
else is to be seen in February and March. 
Before the spring plants take a grip and 
envelope the woodland floor, colour for 
the year is provided by early fruiting fungi. 
At this time of year there is a ready supply 
of nutrient in the fallen branches from 
autumn storms. Chief amongst those on 
show is the easily identified (and poisonous) 
sulphur-tuft fungus. It appears in small 
groups with bright yellow caps fringed with 
white.

Bumble bees make their first brief forays 
in February: all are female! Badger cubs 
will emerge for the first time at dusk. The 
brimstone is the first of our over-wintering 
butterflies to emerge, if warmth permits, 
with peacocks and small tortoiseshells 
staying back until March. We already know 
about hares and March. March is also when 
the insect predators appear and spiders 
abound. 

Meanwhile bats emerge from 
hibernation. For those of you with a passing 
knowledge of American TV gangster series 

I think it was back in the Autumn Nature 
Notes article I said something along 
the lines of “…each season has its own 
character.” Well, just to disprove the point 
the first half of winter has been anything 
but distinctive: damp and dank. However, 
February and March will no doubt provide 
the opportunity for the odd icy storm and 
a snow fall or two to mark the first few 
months of 2013.

Our winter resident birds have had 
to cope with two harsh winters in a 
row and there were signs following 

the milder winter of 2011-12 that they 
had begun to recover. However, though 
not so fierce, the weather conditions over 
the last twelve months have presented a 
further test for those birds dependant on 
a narrow range of food supply, be it fruit 
or insects. Supplies of both were dealt a 
severe blow by the cool spring and the 
prolonged periods of torrential rain. The 
consequential impact of waterlogged land 
and of the disrupted growing season has 
produced a poor wild harvest in 2012. The 
consequences for our feathered friends will 
shortly be revealed.

In January each year the RSPB organises 
its Big Birdwatch survey. Last year, nearly 
600,000 people took part in the count. 
Over 9 million birds were recorded as 
having visited gardens during just a one 
hour period. The survey has now been 
going since 1979 and over this period it has 
generally marked massive reductions in our 
resident bird population. The popularity 
of the survey was greatly enhanced by the 
then editor of Blue Peter, Biddy Baxter, 
promoting the survey on television: 

HILLTOP NEWS NATuRE NOTES

Just a word or two for 
yew: snotty-gog

resulting in many children and schools 
taking part. 

The timing of the survey might be 
strange but the reason is counter-intuitive. 
In winter birds are more visible in trees 
and shrubs and are more frequent visitors 
to bird feeders. In the first survey it was 
typical to see, on average, up to 15 starlings 
simultaneously visiting a garden. In 2012 
that figure has fallen to an average of just 
3! The causes are put down to changes 
in the environment and habitat quality. 
This is a complex picture which includes 
long-term climate issues and medium 
term environment changes: for example, a 
reduction in hedge-cover or the availability 
of soil dwelling insects. 

This picture is not just restricted to 
starlings. In 1979 the average UK sightings 
for house sparrows during the one hour 
period was ten. Last year it averaged four. 
Robin numbers have fallen by a third. 
Sometimes, though, a reduction in bird 
numbers from one year to the next is 
merely a short-term blip. For example, in 
2012 there was a fall in the long-tailed 
tit garden observations. The RSPB  put 
this down to the improved availability of 
woodland food supplies in 2011-12 which 
drew these birds temporarily away from 
gardens. The number of blackbirds seen has 
halved. Here it was a case of waterlogged 
lawns and flowerbeds which affected 
the supply of worms and soil-dwelling 
invertebrates, such as centipedes and 
woodlice. 

Meanwhile, over this 34 year period, 
some birds have bucked the trend and 
increased their presence in gardens. Most 
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I particularly want to mention the most 
appropriately named soprano pipistrelle 
which, in common with other bats, has an 
ongoing ‘contract’ out on any unfortunate 
flying insect its radar senses detect. Its 
name was coined only in 1999 once it was 
determined, by the pitch of its sonar, to be 
a separate species from its near relative the 
common pipistrelle.

That’s all this time. Comments and 
questions welcome:  
chrisbrown@rayshill.com (758890).

Chris Brown
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THE HILLTOP VILLAGES 
GOOD NEIGHBOURS 
GROUP
Pub Lunch Club
The Pub Lunch Club meets at lunchtimes 
on the second Wednesday of each month 
at the Rose and Crown in Hawridge. It is 
open to anyone living in or near to our four 
Hilltop Villages, but in particular it aims 
to provide an opportunity for those who 
might otherwise not find it easy to get to 
local social events. If a lift is needed there 
and back this can be arranged. On offer 
is a two-course meal for just £8, prepared 
and presented by hosts Marc and Kerry, 
Landlords of the Rose and Crown. 

The next few dates for your diary are: 
Wednesdays 13 February, 13 March and 10 
April. Booking needs to be made in advance 
to Janet Hopkinson, email janethopkinson@
tiscali.co.uk or phone 757059. 

Severe Weather Car Scheme
The volunteer-run Car Scheme will continue 
to be on call whilst there is a possibility of 
a bout of severe weather. Volunteer drivers 
who have 4x4 vehicles or with winter tyres 
will be available daily from 9am – 7pm and 
there is a special telephone number to use 
to contact the scheme co-ordnators:  
0845 8 735 737.

Details of the Scheme are in the directory 
distributed in the previous issue of Hilltop 
News but, in brief, it is to help local people 
get to urgent medical appointments, to 
restock essential food supplies, or collect 
an urgent prescription. If you are unable to 
get out due to the weather, do not hesitate 
to get in touch and please draw the Scheme 
to the attention of anyone you know who 
might benefit.

Directory of Public Services
This is available on the Good Neighbours 
Group page on the website, or if you would 

like a copy please use the contact details 
below.

More Information
If you would like to know more about 
or become a volunteer with the Good 
Neighbours Group see www.cholesbury.com 
and follow the link to Good Neighbours 
Group or contact Chris Brown, email: 
goodneighbours@cholesbury.com or  
phone 758890.

WINIFRED BUTLER  
(née Gomm)
1st Sept1922 – 9th Oct 2012

‘Win’, as she preferred to be known, was 

born in the Hilltop Villages, where she 

spent most of her life, with the exception 

of a brief period in Hampshire following 

the end of World War II.

Win attended the local school in 
St Leonards, as did her life-long 
friend Maisie Butcher, who also 

passed away in 2012. Leaving school at 
14, Win initially worked in the Laundry at 
Halton Camp RAF Station. Later, as part of 
the war effort, she worked at a factory in 
Chesham and cycled the five miles each way 
every day. Cycling was her only means of 
transport as very few families had cars in 
those days.

Win met and married Tom – a soldier 
with the Hampshire regiment – during the 
war years. Living in the Hilltops after the 
war, they had two children, Wendy and 
Brian, and when their third child Frankie 
(the postman) was born in 1955, the family 
was complete. However, when Tom died 
prematurely in the late sixties, Win became 
a single parent: a role she faced with 
courage and resilience, always feeling her 
time with Tom was far too brief.

The family was the main focus of her 
life and she was extremely proud of her 
children, two grandchildren and three 
great-grandchildren; always keen to hear 
about their adventures and achievements.

Win enjoyed all aspects of village life 
and loved to walk in the countryside, 
especially when she had her Jack Russell 
terrier as a companion. The family regularly 
attended the Buckland Common Baptist 
Church and Win continued to do so until 
its closure. Also participating in local 
events and outings, Win was a member 
of the Thursday Club and Senior Club. 
Baking cakes and helping with catering 
arrangements at local fêtes, knitting and 
gardening were also keen interests and 
kept her very busy!

Following a lifetime of caring for 
others, Win became frail in later years 
and struggled with the fact that she 
needed to be cared for herself. Having 
recently enjoyed her 90th birthday party 
in September 2012 with close family, this 
seemed an appropriate moment for her to 
say “goodbye”.
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Hilltop News
We welcome all news, letters and articles which are of general interest and relevance 

to the Hilltop Villages. Material for inclusion in the April/May edition should be sent to 
Graham Lincoln or Anne Butterworth (Church Matters) by 9 March latest. Please note that 

photos sent online must be at least 2,500 x 1,750 pixels in size.
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Hilltop News is entirely non-profit making and is funded by advertising.
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Grab a ready-made investment package
Want to invest in the stock market but not sure where to start?

Our Ready-made ISAs come pre-packed with a cautious, positive or adventurous  
fund, dependent on your taste. Each one contains a blend of investments,  
handpicked and managed by experts so you don’t have to. With a quick set-up  
process and no dealing or quarterly admin fees to pay, it really is a hassle-free way  
into the world of stocks and shares.

Please remember that the value of investments and the income from them can fall  
as well as rise, and you may not get back your original investment. Tax allowances  
depend on your individual circumstances and ISA benefits could change in the future.

Find out more on 0845 61 85 217 or at share.com/readyisa

ISA
to go

The Share Centre Limited is a member of the London Stock Exchange and is authorised and regulated by the 
Financial Services Authority under reference 146768. The Share Centre, PO Box 2000, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP21 8ZB.
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