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Spring into Easter!

If all goes to plan, this edition of Hilltop 
News will reach you before the Easter 
weekend. If you have hot cross buns, 

be aware that they are supposed to have 
magical powers if made on Good Friday. It 
is said that hardened old buns protect the 
home from fire. They could also be grated 
up and put in warm milk to prevent an 
upset tummy. Sailors even took them to sea 
to prevent shipwreck.

Rabbits have been associated with spring 
since ancient times. It is believed that the 
symbol of the Anglo-Saxon Goddess of 
Spring, Eostre, was a hare, symbolising 
fertility and rebirth of nature the following 
winter. As rabbits were similar and more 
common, the Christians changed the symbol 
to the Easter bunny.

Whatever your beliefs or superstitions, 
may your Easter weekend be jolly!
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Included in this issue…

•   Margaret Kew, Muriel Howard-Sorrell 
and George Finlay remembered.

Also:

•  Mike Wallis keeps on restoring.

•   Will Jones looks back on his charity 
football tour to Ghana.

•   John Farmer delves into the Cholesbury 
Church Visitor Book.

•   An American in Hawridge – the War years.

•  Pelagos – a charity to advance wellbeing.

Plus our regular features… Nature notes, 
wildlife, Curvaceous Cook…plus all the 
news from our Churches, School, Clubs, 
Pubs, Councils and Societies.

Who’s the Dame? Find out inside…

A Rousing Finale

The Parish’s 75th Anniversary 
celebrations ended in spectacular 
fashion with the Pantomime ‘Humpty 

Dumpty’ in St Leonards Village Hall at the 
end of February. This rounded off a series 
of events beginning at the start of April last 
year. In this issue, John Allen looks back and 
summarises the events which have given so 
much pleasure to the Parish.

Caroline Coates presents a special review 
of the Panto and our inside front cover this 
time shows, in all their splendour, some of 
the characters who took part.
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THE PARISH COUNCIL

I am again settling down to the normal 
duties as Parish Clerk after a very hectic 
year with the Council’s 75th Anniversary 

celebrations. We have had some wonderful 
events, including the Fun Day and the 
Pantomime, which proved to be great 
community events for both old and new 
members of the Parish. Maybe we shouldn’t 
wait another 75 years before doing it again.

The Council is now focussing on pothole 
repairs. Last week I wrote to Val Letheran, 
Cabinet Member for Transportation at 
Bucks County Council inviting her to 
attend a meeting of our Council to give a 
commitment to deal with the situation in 
an acceptable way. It was a strong letter 
but, unfortunately (and not surprisingly) 
she is unable to attend and a member of 
her team will stand in. At the last count he 
couldn’t come either but we live in hope.

However, it seems our letter may have 
stimulated a response in practical terms. 
Today, men in yellow jackets were seen 
spraying some potholes with paint. In this 
day and age why do we need two visits just 
to repair a pothole? It is important that 
each pothole is reported to the Highways 
On Call number 0845 230 2882 and your 
assistance would be welcomed. Our Council 
has sent a comprehensive list but we do 
also rely on members of the public to 
contribute.
Incidentally, the Mayor of a small town 

in Germany is asking members of the public 
to ‘adopt’ a pothole for 50 euros. As a 
reward the person’s name will be engraved 
on the repair for all to see. It wouldn’t work 
in Buckinghamshire as the repairs only last 
a short time so the message would be lost.
The Parish Council was also represented 

at the Local Area Forum where a debate on 
winter salting took place. I will keep you 
advised when we have next year’s salting 
schedules.  Hopefully they will include all 
school bus routes.

David Clarke, Clerk to the Council 758567

The annual public Neighbourhood 
Action Group (NAG) meeting will 
take place at Bellingdon Village 

Hall at 8.00 pm on Tuesday 4 May. Please 
come along to tell our Neighbourhood 
Specialist Police Officer PC 3395 
Kevin Flint, his PCSOs and your parish 
councillors Chris Brown and Caroline 
Coates what general concerns you would 
like the NAG to address this year. We’ve 
done our best to get Bucks CC to fill in 
potholes and were starting to see results 
until the winter weather put us back 
to square one. We’ve also asked the 
police to carry out speeding spotchecks 
around the parishes and this programme 
continues as normal business, with 
warnings - or worse - given to offenders. 
Fly-tipping is dealt with by Chiltern 
District Council as and when it arises. 
But if anything else is causing concern 
please tell us, otherwise we will assume 
everyone is happy with life in the Hilltop 
Villages!

THE COUNTY COUNCIL

What a contrast 
the blue skies 
of early March 

have been compared to 
the heavy snow in January 
and rain at the end of 
February which flooded 
many local roads. The 
severe weather in the 
Hilltop villages impacted 
on the roads, where the 
snow was deepest and lasted longest, 
and low overnight temperatures and 
frost pockets contributed to the potholes 
currently under repair. For much of the past 
week I have been out with Transport for 
Buckinghamshire or attending meetings to 
stress our needs, even bringing the repair 
gang myself from The Lee (when they had 
finished repairs) to deal with six Category 1 
potholes in Taylors Lane!

The cost of the winter weather has 
been high. The European road network is 
generally excellent but my understanding 
is that Britain only spends about one tenth 
of road fund tax on our highway network. 
I am asking for more substantial repairs to 
our rural roads and will continue to take a 
close interest in the coming months.

Did you know that our carbon footprint 
locally is one of the highest in the UK? The 
County Council has committed to reducing 
its own energy consumption. We too can 
help by managing our lifestyles more 
carefully such as reducing waste, eating 
locally sourced seasonal foods and driving 
fuel-efficient cars. I understand daylight 
saving time all year round would also make 
further savings possible.

Can I encourage you to visit the new 
exhibition at Aylesbury Museum which 
explores half a million years of life in 
Buckinghamshire? HUMAN tells the story 
of life in the county from the Ice Age to 
the Tudors through the people and objects 
left behind. Some exhibits come from the 

British Museum and have not been seen 
here before. These include a canine from 
a brown bear, elephant tusk, jaw of a cave 
lion and an enormous woolly mammoth’s 
leg. The remains found at Pitstone at the 
site of the cement works are in addition to 
Celtic jewellery, Roman glassware, Saxon 
gold and medieval silver.

Easter comes early this year and the 
warm Spring weather cannot come soon 
enough. Crocuses are now a picture in the 
garden following the snowdrops and this 
year especially we are all looking forward 
to the burst of spring colours. May I wish 
everyone a very Happy Easter. 

STOP PRESS
Plans now available clearly show the 

proposed ‘bullet’ train emerging from a 
tunnel near School Lane, Old Amersham 
and running alongside the A413 dual 
carriageway. At Little Missenden it goes 
into another tunnel under Chalk Lane, 
Hyde Heath and emerges at Mantle’s 
Wood. From there it passes in a cutting 
close to Annie Bailey’s across into South 
Heath at ground level, and then runs in 
a cutting below Potter Row. It continues 
down to Wendover where there are two 
viaducts before the village, and houses 
will be demolished in Ellesborough Road 
before it moves West of Aylesbury.

 As your County Councillor I am 
arranging to hold a public meeting 
after Easter to ensure that everyone’s 
questions can be answered. We shall 
do everything possible to ensure that 
the railway is not built in the Chilterns 
AONB.

Annual Parish Meeting 10 May at 
Cholesbury Village Hall 8.00pm - This is 
a meeting of the Parish, not the Parish 
Council. You will have an opportunity 
to hear reports from the Parish Council, 
School and Village halls and debate 
issues of interest with District and 
County Councillors. There will also be a 
guest speaker, hopefully from Thames 
Valley Police.

Tricia Birchley  01296 621138
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75th Anniversary Celebrations

1 April 2009 to 31 March 2010

Our anniversary year is over and what 
a year it has been. The response by 
local organisations and societies, 

the churches and the School to the Council’s 
challenge has been truly amazing and the 
variety of special events organised has 
provided something for every one of all 
ages and tastes.

The first event at the beginning of April 
2009 was a coffee morning organised by 
the children at School with the proceeds 
going to a charity chosen by them. Some 
very talented children provided wonderful 
musical accompaniment for the coffee 
drinkers.
The next day the Local History Group 

opened its two day exhibition ‘The first 75 
Years’ held in St Leonards Parish Hall. There 
were displays of plans and photographs 
of local buildings, displays of key events 
in the Council’s history including lists of 
past councillors and chairmen, records 
and photographs of previous ‘Beating the 
Bounds’ walks and much more of local 
interest.
On May 4 a Six-a-Side cricket tournament 

was organised by Hawridge & Cholesbury 
Cricket Club. The winning team was The 
Full Moon, which was presented with an 
appropriate memento by Council Chairman 

Nigel Blomfield. The event was a great 
success despite the indifferent weather 
and there has been talk of repeating it. 
Refreshments were provided for spectators 
and visitors by members of St Marys Church 
at their Spring Fair held at Cholesbury 
Village Hall. On the menu were many 
delicious items including ploughman’s lunch 
and cream teas.
On 13 June, a happy band of intrepid 

walkers and two dogs assembled at 
Cholesbury Village Hall to commence the 

‘Beating the Bounds’ walk. Such walks 
originally took place many years ago 
to ensure that parish boundaries were 
maintained and not eroded. The walk, 
organised by the Local History Group, 
followed the southern boundary and, 
arriving at Widow Croft, the walkers were 
welcomed by ‘that lovely Carol Henry from 
the WI’ and her band of helpers with a 
wonderful picnic set up on tables amongst 
the trees. The walk continued around the 
northern boundary terminating at the start 
point after a trek of 14 miles! At various 
stages during the walk coins were ‘planted’ 
as tradition demands. A splendid day 
ended with a great tea at the hall, again 
generously provided by the WI.
At the beginning of July, St Mary’s 

Hawridge held its Patronal Festival which 

had an anniversary flavour, particularly in 
the exhibits at the Flower Show in Church.

The Council sponsored and organised 
the Families Fun Sports Day held on 11 July 
and attended by hundreds of participants 
and spectators. There were traditional races 
of all kinds: wellie-wanging, tug-of-war, 
rounders and a musical ride by the Pony 
Club.  Refreshments included ice creams, 
a licensed bar and a splendid hog roast. A 
great day out seemed to have been enjoyed 
by all to the extent that there have been 
many requests for a rerun this year. So all 
you sporting enthusiasts, it’s up to you! 

At the end of August the Horticultural 
Society held its annual show and celebrated 
its 70th anniversary: classes were included 
in celebration of our anniversary.
On 18 October a Civic Service was held in 

St Leonards Parish Hall, conducted by David 

Cholesbury-cum-St Leonards Parish Council
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LOCAL HISTORY 
GROUP

Our next talk is 
a week later 
than usual, after 

the Easter weekend 
at 8.15pm on Friday 
9 April and, please 
note, it takes place at 
Cholesbury Village Hall for a change. A 
couple of years or so back we had a packed 
hall to hear Russell Bowes talk about 
Capability Brown. He returns this time with 
the story of another of our great landscape 
garden heroes, The Inexhaustible Mr 
Paxton. 
Last January we were looking forward to 

the talk entitled Southwark Cathedral and 
its Environs. However, somewhat ironically, 
an ‘Act of God’ in the form of a bit of 
snow intervened to prevent this, so we 
have re-invited John and Jo Brewster, both 
experienced guides for this London area, 
to join us on Friday 7 May. Please note the 
meeting will start earlier than normal at 
7.30pm at Cholesbury Village Hall so that 
we can squeeze in the AGM. This talk will 
cover the 1000 year history of the Cathedral 
and nearby historic landmarks and will be 
followed by our traditional food and wine 
to celebrate the end of another season. If 
you can bring a plate of nibbles you will 
be made extra welcome! Non members are 
always welcome at just £3 on the door. 
Work, Rest and Play: a walk around 
Buckland Common, Saturday 24 April at 
10am. Last year Chilterns AONB invited 
us to conduct a history walk around 
Cholesbury. This year the venue is Buckland 
Common and we will convene at the White 
Lion Car Park for a stroll to see and learn 
about some of the historic features of the 
area. To ensure your place, please book in 
advance via the contact details below and 
have £3.00 ready. 

Here are some questions to test your 
knowledge of buildings used by the 
Hilltop Villages’ community that have been 
supported in one way or another over the 
years by a ‘benefactor’.  

1.  In which building is there a tribute to 
Cornelius Wood?

2.   The Rothschilds were renowned for their 
altruism in providing various buildings 
such as Little Twye and Horseshoe 
Cottages but what social facility within 
the boundary of the current parish, 
although no longer standing, was paid 
for by the family?

3.  Which building was built on land 
provided by a Butcher?

4.  Which building is associated with the 
Kings Road? 

Brief answers to be found on Page 60 but 
why not join the Local History Group and 
get to know more about the history of the 
Hilltop villages? 

Chris Brown 758890  
localhistorygroup@cholesbury.com

Burgess, who gave an inspiring address on 
‘community’. Rousing hymns were sung, 
accompanied by musicians from a number 
of Salvation Army bands.

The final event of the year was the 
Council-sponsored pantomime ‘Humpty 
Dumpty’ held in February. Credit for its 
success must go to our Producer Caroline 
Coates and our Director Janet Davies and 
to you all for buying the tickets and for 
supporting the bar. Whilst we hoped for 
a modest surplus, we are delighted to say 
that it raised £1,450 which the Council is 
to share equally between our two splendid 
village halls, upon which we rely for our 
community activities.

So a big thank you to all the organisers 
who have worked so hard to put on these 
events and to everyone who has supported 
them. Community spirit is alive and well in 
these Hilltop villages!

John Allen
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A SEASON OF 
CELEBRATION 

After finishing 
a creditable 
fourth 

in their first 
appearance in the 
Chilterns League 
First Division last 
season, Hawridge 
& Cholesbury looks 
forward to the new campaign in this the 
125th  Anniversary of the Club. Our first 
league match is at home to Taplow on 
Saturday 1st May. The 2nd XI is away to 
Amersham Hill the same day. The Sunday 
team begin the season earlier, April 18 
away to Chipperfield, before a host of 
home fixtures throughout the summer. 

Steve White gives up the role of First 
Team captain to concentrate on his other 
role as Cricket Manager. Our popular 
Sri Lankan Suranga Daluwatta, who has 
made the village his home-from-home 
for the past five years, is to take up the 
challenge from Steve. Steve Drane is Second 
Team captain, a position he took over 
mid-way through last season in difficult 
circumstances and steadied the ship with 
distinction. Andy Holdsworth continues 
as Sunday captain – his team enjoy the 
traditional ‘village green’ fun playing 
friendly matches.
Phil Wright is Colts manager. Matches 

have been arranged for Under 9, 11 and 
13 age groups this season. Look out for the 
throng of enthusiastic youngsters training 
on Thursday evenings from April 29 
through to September. All children in the 
villages with an interest in cricket are more 
than welcome to join in.

Many improvements to the clubhouse 
have been made throughout the close 
season, mainly thanks to Pavilion Manager 
and handyman Mick Sargent. 

There’s always another day!

The players can’t wait to run out the lush 
green outfield again after the winter break. 
Alan Brown will have his work cut out, but 
rest assured the pitch will be one of the 
best playing surfaces in the district come 
what May!

The Club is proud to welcome Trafford 
Matthews as the new Club President, 
prolonging the family tradition. He 
succeeds his mother Katharine and late 
father Tim, who was elected President back 
in 1982. 

125th Anniversary celebrations

Social Manager Mick Channer is busy 
finalising plans for events to celebrate our 
anniversary. On Sunday 27 June, a special 
match has been arranged in conjunction 
with the Club Cricket Conference. Former 
Club members, especially those who were 
instrumental in our centenary celebrations 
and the work done extending the pavilion 
prior to that, will be invited. We hope that 
some well-known names from the cricket 
world will also come and help us celebrate.

Mick is also looking to organise a match 
at our ground featuring the Northants 
Blind Team, which will help to raise the 
profile of ‘Blind’ cricket.

Visit our website

Follow the Club’s fortunes throughout the 
season. Here you can see all the fixtures, 
results and league tables and catch up on 
the latest news and activities.

www.hawridgecricket.org

Please support Hawridge & Cholesbury 
Cricket Club. Give me a call, visit our 
website, or come to a practice evening from 
the end of April (weather permitting!), 
seniors Wednesdays from 7pm, colts 
Thursday 6pm to 8pm. Here’s to a happy 
and successful season!

Graham Lincoln, Secretary, Hawridge & 
Cholesbury Cricket Club. 758449

DID YOU KNOW?
•  On the Club’s Golden Jubilee in 1935, a 
players’ cap was introduced. It was light 
blue with the letters H&CCC in black. 
Unfortunately none of these can be traced 
today, but in this 125th year we are going 
one better: by producing a club shirt as well 
as cap in these colours and incorporating 
the Club logo. Part sponsored by HG 
Matthews, these will be given to playing 
members for the new season.

•  The Club’s original pavilion was opened 
with pomp and ceremony in June 1970 by 
Mrs Thompson MBE (formerly of Hawridge 
Place). Ernie Brown was the main force 
behind this undertaking, raising £2,000 
from local people and organisations. In 
our Centenary year of 1985 the pavilion 
was substantially extended, thanks to 
the generous donation of materials from 
the local brickworks H G Matthews and 
construction work by Club members.
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CHOLESBURY-CUM-ST 
LEONARDS W.I.

Although the cold weather and bleak 
conditions continued into the New 
Year, both the January and February 

meetings went ahead. Tony Brown and 
Gordon Casebeard produced their Victorian 
Magic Lantern Show accompanied by witty 
rhymes to give their presentation a novel 
touch and Clive Carey’s walking sticks 
provided an interesting evening. We are told 
that local is best - certainly true in Clive’s 
case. 

Did you know that the WI is the largest 
voluntary organisation for women in the 
UK with more than 205,000 members? The 
website www.thewi.org.uk will give you 
an insight into the many opportunities and 
activities which joining brings, including 
information on Denman College, the 
WI’s residential adult education college 
near Oxford. However, friendship is most 
important and you will also find that at your 
local institute.
On a sad note, members send their 

thoughts and sympathies to Madeline on 

NEIGHBOURHOOD 
WATCH

Chesham Police Station 
is now open from 
Monday to Friday, 

10am – 2pm.
Chiltern Local Police 

Area reported a marked 
reduction of crime in 
the area during February and say that 
overall since February 2008 the number 
of burglaries is down. Various police 
operations have made a difference in 
disrupting known offenders but the police 
also rely on the co-operation of the public 
to prevent, solve and reduce crime. 
Please stay vigilant and if you see 

anything suspicious telephone the police 
straight away on 0845 8 505 505 or 999 for 
a crime in progress.
Homeowners might assume that UPVC 

doors are secured by simply pushing up the 
handle. This is not sufficient to keep out 
burglars, they can easily pop the lock or 
use an instrument through the letterbox to 
pull down the handle. Make sure the door 
is locked with a key in order to deadlock it 
and then remove the key and keep it out 
of sight. 

For further information about 
safeguarding yourself and your property, 
visit the Crime Prevention section on the 
Thames Valley Police website at www.
thamesvalley.police.uk where you will find 
links to useful information and advice as 
well as crime statistics for the Thames Valley 
Police area. 
 Property owners should also be 

aware of callers purporting to be from 
service providers seeking to gain access 
to premises. If in doubt about callers’ 
credentials, do not allow them access and 
do not hesitate to ring the service provider 
to check the situation.  

Shirley Blomfield 758314

her loss of George, such a long-standing 
and valued member of our villages, and also 
to Gordon following his loss of Margaret. 
Margaret’s wonderful voice will be much 
missed at the start of our meetings - we 
were given so much more confidence in our 
singing of ‘Jerusalem’ when she was present. 

At the meeting on 19 April, Kay Bradley 
is going to take us from ‘The Fabulous 40’s 
to the Swinging 60’s’ and on 17 May we 
hold the Resolution Meeting. This year we 
will vote on only one resolution that urges 
HM Government to introduce clear and 
mandatory ‘country of origin’ labelling on 
all meat, poultry and fish products sold in 
this country. If you have strong views on 
this subject - either for or against - why not 
join us and add your voice to the debate? 
The voting results are taken by our delegate 
to the National Federation AGM, held at 
Cardiff in June.  
Look out for the posters advertising our 

meetings and ring Carol Henry on 758435 
for answers to any questions you might 
have. 

CLEAR CAR CAMPAIGN

A new campaign has been launched by 
Chiltern District Council and Thames 
Valley Police in a bid to reduce 

levels of car crime in the district. Motorists 
who leave valuables on display will be sent 
letters warning that their vehicles are at 
risk from thieves.
Police Community Support Officers from 

Thames Valley Police and Officers from 
Chiltern District Council’s Community Safety 
and Civil Enforcement will record details of 
vulnerable vehicles. Motorists will then be 
sent a letter indicating where and when the 
vehicle was spotted and what was left on 
display alongside some appropriate crime 
prevention advice.
Thames Valley Police Crime Reduction 

Advisor, Mike Levine said: “We hope that 
by encouraging vehicle owners to remove 
temptation for thieves, this will limit their 
opportunity to offend. Simply hiding items 
isn’t enough. The glove box or under the 
seat are the first places they will look for 
your sat-nav.” 

It is not just in car parks or when you are 
away from home that you should remove 
all valuables and secure your car. Cars are 
also vulnerable at home on your driveway, 
especially if left insecure. 
In Chiltern 62% of vehicles that had 

items stolen during a three month period 
were unlocked at the time of the incident. 
(Data is from 1st Oct - 31st Dec 2009). Many 
criminals are opportunists who travel into 
the area looking for unlocked cars. So to 
protect yourself make sure that you lock 
your car and close all the windows before 
leaving your car unattended.

For further information and advice 
please visit www.chiltern.gov.uk/
communitysafety or call the Thames Valley 
Police non-emergency number on 0845 8 
505 505 and ask to speak with your local 
Crime Reduction Officer. 
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HAWRIDGE AND 
CHOLESBURY 
COMMONS 
PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY
Coppicing project in the Chalk Pit
The chalk pit may not be an area of the 
Commons with which you are familiar. 
A very steep bank, hidden away below 
the Rose and Crown, rises in a wide arc 
and is crowned by tall deciduous trees. 
This is the site of a former chalk and flint 
quarry, which was used in the past as an 
informal source of chalk and flints for local 
building materials. The banks are so steep 
that they present management problems 
and the best way to prevent this area 
becoming overgrown with trees, which 
would eventually pose a threat to the 
houses directly below, is to work with hand 
tools. There are quite a few hazel trees on 
the banks and this is an ideal species for 
coppicing. 

With this in mind, Isobel arranged 
for Mike Auger to come and work with 
others to produce material that he could 
take away to use in some of the products 
that he makes. Mike is a coppice-worker 
who works in woodland near Henley. He 
produces hazel stakes for laying hedges 
as well as the branches that are used to 
stabilise the top of layered hedges. The 
poles for the uprights should be about 5’5’’ 
to 6’ long and as straight as possible, while 
the hazel used for the woven top should 
be more flexible and can be much longer. 
Any unwanted side growth is cut away 
with a bill-hook. Mike also makes woven 
hurdles, which are mostly used as fencing 
for gardens.
In spite of Sunday’s weather on 28 

February, which was the tail end of the 
devastating storm that recently swept 
the Atlantic coast of France, there were 
about 26 volunteers who came to help 

with this project. The Hemel Hempstead 
Conservation Volunteers turned out in 
force and worked mainly on the dense 
thickets of snowberry that clothe one 
side of the pit. Snowberry is notorious for 
spreading strongly by suckers. Mike Auger 
worked on the other side of the pit with 
other volunteers who came from our own 
community. The hazel trees were cut down 
to almost ground level. The new growth 
that will emerge this season, which will 
form material for coppicing in about 5-6 
years, is very enticing for deer and rabbits 
to nibble. It is important to lay the twiggy 
ends of the hazel that cannot be used for 
coppiced products over the top of the hazel 
stools, to discourage browsing animals. 
Unfortunately, the weather was so bad 

that conditions were very slippery.  Vicky 
Duxbury, who leads the Conservation 
Volunteers, always gives a safety talk 
before they begin work, but sometimes 
the unexpected happens and one of the 
volunteers fell and dislocated his knee. An 
ambulance was called and he was given 
treatment. At the time of writing, we heard 
that he was recovering at home. In spite 
of this unfortunate incident a tremendous 
amount was achieved and several of the 
hazels have been coppiced. The mature 
ash trees growing at the summit of the 
bank have scattered their seed thickly 
below, so there are many saplings that 

should be dealt with at some time in the 
future. If parts of this area are kept clear 
of invading shrubs and trees, it should 
provide conditions for a flora that prefers 
a chalk soil, in contrast to the conditions 
on the acid soils of the open areas of our 
Commons. With her usual generosity, 
Lindsay Griffin provided refreshments and 
the workers all sheltered in her garden 
room - a week later and Lindsay is still 
cleaning mud from the carpet!

Commons Orienteering Fun Day and 
Afternoon Tea
We would like to invite you to this exciting 
new Commons event on Sunday 13 June 
at Cholesbury Village Hall at 2.00pm (no 
England World Cup Matches that day!). 
Orienteering is an outdoor adventure 
sport that exercises the mind and the body 
and can be enjoyed by people of all ages 
and abilities. The aim is to navigate in 
sequence between control points marked 
on a unique orienteering map and decide 
on the best route to complete the course. It 
doesn’t matter how young or fit you are, as 
you can run, jog, or walk the course at your 
own pace. The Thames Valley Orienteering 
Club has kindly offered us maps and use 
of equipment, as well as two trainers for 
the day. All you will need to take part 
is suitable footwear and waterproof 
clothing if necessary. Depending on the 
weather, there will be other activities for 
all the family, as well as a photographic 
competition.

Tea, including sandwiches, cakes and 
scones will be served all afternoon in 
the Village Hall. This will be available for 
visitors and participants alike.

Photographic Competition
We would like to invite residents to 
submit photographs of the Commons, to 
be displayed in Cholesbury Village Hall 
at our orienteering event, when prizes 
will be awarded for the winning entries. 
There are three age groups: 5-11, 12-18, 
19-109.  Subjects could include wildlife, 

landscape or people – or anything else 
that inspires you, as long as it has to do 
with the Commons. You may already 
have a photograph that you would like 
to show, but you have about 13 weeks to 
take some more. With consent from the 
photographers, it is hoped that some of the 
photographs could be used in the future in 
one or more leaflets on the subject of the 
Commons. By entering the competition, 
you would be agreeing to such usage which 
shall be at the sole discretion of the HCCPS 
committee. Please bring your entries to me 
at The Smithy, Hawridge Common, or to 
any other committee member, by 10 June, 
stating your age category and name, plus a 
telephone contact number on the back of 
the photograph. If the creativity manifested 
at the snow sculpture event is anything to 
go by, we can expect some very interesting 
images!

Thames Valley Orienteering Club Event 
If you would like to have some practice 
under expert guidance, before our own 
event in June, go to the Thames Valley 
Orienteering event on the Commons on 24 
April. Just turn up, but do check for parking 
arrangements at the school, where there 
will be a small parking charge. Also, you 
will need to check exactly where to meet 
(OS Grid Ref. SP941066). If you need further 
information, ring 01628 528569 or 01753 
893590 between 7.30 and 9pm. Entry to 
the event will be £2 for adults and £1 for 
children.  

Working Parties
Another working party season is almost at 
an end. Apart from rolling the bracken and 
cutting the grass, all the clearing and scrub 
removal is stopped to allow nesting birds 
some peace. On behalf of the committee, 
I would like to thank everyone for all the 
time and effort that they have given to the 
maintenance of our Commons throughout 
the autumn and winter.

Linden Bevan-Pritchard.

Coppicing in the Chalk Pit
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“Oh, Yes it was….”

… by all accounts a great success (Humpty 

Dumpty, that is). The Parish Council had 

wanted to end its 75th Anniversary year by 

producing a pantomime “as economically 

as possible, for parishioners of all ages to 

enjoy, covering costs but not aiming for 

a great surplus”. Thanks to a tremendous 

amount of enthusiasm, generosity and 

commitment from all parts of the parish 

and even from foreign parts such as 

Chesham and Tring, four performances 

took place in St Leonards Parish Hall in 

half-term week. 

Since the run of Cholesbury 
pantomimes ended in the late 1990s, 
nearly everything had to start again 

from scratch: venue, stage, set design and 
preparation, costumes, cast and crew.  
Fortunately there were some old war-horses 
around from the previous era who only had 
to get a whiff of greasepaint before rearing 
to go on stage (luckily not as war-horses, 
more as villains, queens and lake monsters) 
so experience and youth – the youngest 
aged four and a half – blended happily 
into a new company of players under the 

magical direction of Janet Davies. She had 
loads of experience and, by coaxing family 
and friends from her Big Dog Theatre 
Company in Chesham to join in, managed 
to get confident performances from even 
the novices. Mind you, Janet did shed blood 
to get a show: while getting the costumes 
into the hall she somehow cut her thumb 
and a trail of drops along the floor marked 
the agonies of a director. 

 The musical accompaniment of course 
was crucial, and we had to look no 
further than our very own professional 
musician Andrew McCrorie-Shand, who 
generously gave his time and talent to lift 
the show far above the expectations of a 
first production.  Costumes were equally 

professional because they were literally Liz 
Rogers’ business, and for set design and 
painting a wealth of talent was discovered 
in St Leonards, where Judy Joseph used her 
artistic flair to great effect aided by the 
soft furnishing skills of Sue Hetherington. 
Along with the help and advice of the 
Parish Hall management committee in 
providing everything from lighting to ice-
cream trolley-dollies, the production was a 
tremendous team effort all round.
As for performances, the Parish Council 

led from the front with its own star player 
John Allen, whose interpretation of Dame 
Dobb was thoughtful, deeply felt and very 
moving – at least as far as any men on 
stage were concerned: they moved swiftly 
when his/her appreciative eyes alighted 
on them. Councillor Allen can be assured 
of a successful career in pantomime if he 
wants to exchange his council duties for red 
pantalettes permanently! One of the cast 
who had trouble with lines right through 
rehearsals confessed at the Technical 
Rehearsal to feeling “over-rehearsed” but 

got it together just in time for the first 
night. And of course the “old woman who 
lives in Broomstick Lane” was not the one 
who lives in a shoe, but the director, as we 
all know (“Oh yes we do!”).
What the audience didn’t see was 

the secondary show going on backstage 
while the Dame and King were singing 
‘Let’s Do It’. All the children, led by the 
delightful quartet of ‘Mary’, ‘Tommy’, 
‘Jack’ and ‘Polly’, were mouthing along to 
it – with movements - in perfect chorus. 
This summed up the fun everyone in the 
production had in playing it together. 
As someone observed, it brought several 
generations from the Hilltop villages 
together who otherwise might not have 
met each other. And it bodes well for the 
cohesion of our community – and more 
pantomimes to come…?

Caroline Coates

STOP PRESS!
We are delighted that, courtesy of the 
London Irish Rugby Club, a
PAIR OF TICKETS FOR A 2010 AUTUMN 
INTERNATIONAL SERIES MATCH
is donated for The Grand Draw this year!
The tickets are for prime seats, mid-field 
by the Royal Box at Twickenham.
Draw tickets will be on sale by the end 
of March!

St Leonards Parish Hall Fete Committee
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MARGARET KEW
22 January 1931 – 22 February 2010

I like to think that marriage was the very 

best thing to happen to both of us. We 

resolved that it should be a joint venture 

in which we could both contribute yet also 

have separate interests. I would have said 

a wonderful “partnership agreement” were 

it not for the dreadful misuse of the phrase 

nowadays.

Margaret was a joiner. It mattered 
not to her whether it was the 
Salvation Army songsters, C of 

E Badminton club or Methodists Girls Life 
Brigade. She might even have joined the 
Boys Brigade!! In fact she hated turning 
down any opportunity.
We married in 1953. It was 1957 when 

Russell our first born arrived - with great 
difficulty for Margaret and babe, though 
you would not think of it to see him now. 
Three months later we decided Margaret 
really must have time away from the 
problems. She decided to join the Leeds 
Philharmonic training choir. Within a few 
weeks she was asked to audition for a 
scholarship - which she won. This led to 
her being sent to the leading voice coach 
in the north and so the voice that so many 
remember was discovered!  It opened a new 
world for Margaret…
She was with the Main choir when it 

opened The Edinburgh Festival in 1963 - 
the first non Scottish Choir to do so and 
that caused a rumpus. They were also 
commissioned to open BBC 2 in the North. 
The chorus had as their principal conductor 
“Flash Harry”, also known as Sir Malcolm 
Sargent and so became involved in many 
London concerts. Margaret was also 
nominated to join The Leeds Festival Chorus, 
drawn from singers throughout Yorkshire 

choral societies, then the Leeds Gilbert and 
Sullivan Society.

The family was the bedrock of everything 
we did. Howard arrived in 1960 and Fiona 
was born in 1969. What a readjustment was 
required for us and the boys with another 
child who did not know what sleep was. 
Fortunately Margaret and I were both 
blessed with lovely mums who adored 
babies. And so life continued apace….
In 1972 we moved to Amersham: me to a 

City job and wider extension of my football 
refereeing. Margaret joined Abbots Langley 
G&S Society then discovered Chesham Light 
Opera Company. That was to become a 
wonderful vehicle for both of us when I 
retired from refereeing. Not only were we 
performing G&S but all the main shows of 
the day and once again Margaret found 
another outlet - Music Hall - which was 
researched and performed in authentic 
fashion by her friend and fellow performer 
Janet Davies. Margaret had two spells as 
Secretary at “CLOC” and was honoured to 
be a Life Member.

She was also associated with many 
other vocal groups whether taking a role, 
singing in the chorus and latterly singing 

in the pit to support the stage performers 
- it mattered nought to her who got the 
plaudits. Her final association was with the 
Panda concert group who did so much to 
allow her to sing right up until she could no 
longer stand - a fact which helped her so 
much in her fight against cancer.
All these activities gave Margaret the 

opportunity to indulge her passion for 
knowing people, and what a godsend that 
has proved to be in recent months. The 
help and support from so many friends 
and acquaintances has at times been 
overwhelming, not only from among those 
in the Hilltop villages but around the whole 
area. All I can say now is a heartfelt thank 
you.

I also want to pay tribute to all those 
who contributed to the care of Margaret: 
headed by that wonderful GP Dr Fiona 
Neale and her colleagues - specialist 
consultants at the many cancer units at 
hospitals, the Iain Rennie nurses at home, 
the carers and all the staff and doctors at 
the Hospice of St. Francis. We are indeed 
fortunate in this area to have such a service 
within the NHS and charitable institutions.
As Margaret’s voice began to fade 

she turned to comedy and the Elgiva 
Theatre and village halls rocked at some 
of the performances. Who will forget her 
manipulation of a truncheon in I’m a Lady 
policeman, her Joyce Grenfell ‘Stately as a 
Galleon’, the Halleluiah Sisters with Janet 
or the famous Marrow Song! In her last 
performance of that song in St. Leonard’s 
Parish Hall it lead to perhaps the longest 
ad lib in the history of that hall. As the 
audience rocked with laughter believing 
- quite wrongly - that it was part of the 
act, but Margaret had simply forgotten 
the words and it led to perhaps what is a 
suitable epitaph - uttered in disbelief by the 
director of the show: ‘Only Margaret can do 
that and get away with it’.

But that was the public face. To me she 
was simply my true love from the moment 
I saw her 62 and a half years ago. Margaret 

often spoke of her lack of a higher formal 
education but what she had in abundance 
was a very strong strain of common sense. 
It was she who fielded the press and other 
annoying people if I got myself in hot water 
refereeing. It was she who - whatever 
success I or the children had - ensured that 
feet remained firmly on the ground. It was 
Margaret who kept the family unit firmly 
together whatever the problems. 

Finally I want to thank my family - Russell 
and Palmira, Howard and Tussy and Fiona 
and Paul together with the grandchildren 
Grace, Freya, Alastair, Catherine and 
Rebecca for doing everything possible to 
sustain Margaret and myself through many 
trying months, and particularly Fiona who, 
because of her profession and sub-speciality 
training in oncology, has been able to help 
us interpret all the information and advice 
we have been given through Margaret’s 
long illness. For Fiona to be above all a 
daughter but also a consultant in the field 
must have made life even more difficult for 
her.

To all of you for reading this to help us 
remember  Margaret’s life…she was used to 
having an audience but cared not if it was 
big or small…thank you for sharing just a 
few of my memories.

Gordon Kew

A Service of Thanksgiving for the life of 
Margaret Kew was held at a packed Church 
at The Lee on 3 March, followed by a 
reception at St Leonards Parish Hall.
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As a five year old, Charlie Long had come 

to Hawridge from Washington State, USA 

with his family in 1911. His father, Will, was 

helping set up a more modern family boot 

factory in Sunnyside Road, Chesham. After 

it was completed and ready for production 

in the spring of 1914, and fearing that war 

was inevitable, Will decided to take the 

family back to America. However, when 

they tried to book, all public passage had 

been cancelled and so the family had to see 

out the war years in Hawridge.

By 1914, Charlie had settled in to 
a comfortable life in Shepherd’s 
Cottage with his friends the Warrs 

(Edie and her brothers, Bill and Charlie) and 
the other villagers. He was doing well at 
school, as is demonstrated in the Diocesan 
Inspection of Hawridge & Cholesbury 
School in 1912. According to a report in 
the Bucks Examiner (6 Dec. 1912), “This 
school is being carefully and conscientiously 
taught, and I (Rev. R. Nixon, the General 
Diocesan Inspector) was quite satisfied 
with the results of the few months’ work 
that I saw. The infants were a bright and 
interesting little class; and the two other 
divisions showed a competent knowledge 
of their subjects. 
The Bishop’s prize was awarded to Annie 

Lake (who later married Bill Warr)
Certificates were awarded to Ernest 

Brown (Frank’s and Alan’s father), Fred 
Tyler and Harold Brown. Commended were 
F Turney; P Beechey; B Gilbert; J Gilbert; 
C Dell; J Saville; H Stevens; W Newman; 
Bertha Eggleton; L Dell; R Penn; J Robinson; 
J Hall; A Bryant; N Lake; A Bowden; J Dell; 
E Warr (later to become Charlie’s wife); R 

Armau; F Brown; C Long (Charlie) and B 
Bowden.”

(It would be good to know what 
happened to the other children. If you 
know anything about them please contact 
lindsaygriffin@yahoo.co.uk or phone 
758440) 

Charlie goes on, proudly, to tell of the 
family’s experiences and achievements, 
“The factory was a real money maker. 
They received a contract with the Polish 
government to make boots for the Polish 
army, which kept the factory going full 
time all during the war. Dad was general 
manager.” Charlie’s father, Will, bought a 
car, (“the first in the village”) and Charlie 
had a bicycle with a three-speed gear, (also 
the first in the village!) and, eventually, 
Charlie got his father’s motorbike. 

Charlie describes the conditions which 
the local people endured during the war. 
“The lights in our homes were all by oil 
lamps or candles and the windows had to 
have heavy curtains that didn’t allow the 
light to show from the outside. No cars, 
motorcycles or bicycles could be used by 
the general public after dark. The vehicles, 
which the government used, had to have 
the smallest amount of light possible.” 

Charlie also recounts the problems for 
many families in obtaining sufficient food 
and how his, ever increasing, family was 
more fortunate than most. “During the first 
few weeks of the war ( here, again, money 
made a lot of difference) Dad came home 
with a 100 lb sack of rice, a 100 lb sack of 

beans and several other large amounts 
of food such as oatmeal, flour, etc. The 
average family didn’t have money to pay 
for things like we had. Butchers’ shops had 
meat one day a week and all the women 
bought the fattest meat they could get. 
There were not any fats of any kind to be 
had – lard, tallow, vegetable fats – all went 
to the government for making ammunition. 
As far as meat was concerned, we did very 
well because Dad loved to hunt rabbits. 
About every five or six weeks Dad got 
some extra eggs, I don’t know how, but 
we would all get an egg in an egg cup for 
breakfast. Dad bought a goat so we could 
get extra milk and a little goat butter. Later 
on he bought a cow, so then we had plenty 
of milk and butter. So with the garden and 
fruit trees we were way above the English 
families in the food available to us.”
Meanwhile, Charlie’s friends, the Warrs 

were also able to cope better than many 
other local families since “Edie’s Dad was 
manager of a farm that had cattle, horses, 
pigs etc. So he got all the milk that he 
wanted and he also had a large garden (at 
Milton House, Cholesbury). Edie’s mother 
kept a few hens, about 20 – 30 but couldn’t 
keep many of the eggs. She had to sell the 
eggs to the government since she had to 
sell so many eggs before she could buy feed 
for them.”
The farm where Mr Warr worked was 

that of Henry J Turner, Lord of the Manors 
of Hawridge and Cholesbury, who lived in 
Braziers End House. Although poaching 
rabbits on the Commons would have 
been strictly forbidden under normal 
circumstances, Henry Turner would have 
known the difficulties of the local people 
in trying to feed their families and turned 
a blind eye to some of their activities. 
Rabbits were of course much more prolific 
then than they are now because of the 
introduction of myxomatosis.
Edie also writes “When we were young, 

my father was always looking for ways 
to make an extra shilling. He would buy 

An American in Hawridge – Part 2

Milton House: opposite cricket club and now 
white and extended.

William Warr in his  
Royal Engineers’ uniform
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a whole orchard of cherries on the tree, 
then pick and sell them. As soon as school 
was out, we had to take turns going to 
the orchard and keep the starlings and 
blackbirds away. Bells were hung in the 
trees all over the orchard and we sat under 
a tree in the centre, pulling on different 
ropes. That was the time I started to read 
everything I could lay my hands on.” 

Though Charlie had two uncles who 
served in the war, he makes no mention of 
its human cost. However, Edie does in her 
memoir. “My eldest brother, Will, served in 
World War 1, along with many cousins and 
uncles. My mother’s sister Eliza had three 
sons in the war. Two of them were killed 
and the other came home a cripple.” 

By the time the war was over Charlie was 
fourteen and already six foot tall, when the 
village cricket club asked him to play on the 
first team. “My world was complete – most 
other players were eighteen to twenty-two, 
so I was the youngest on the team. Life was 
just about as good as any boy could wish.”  
However, by the spring of 1920, Charlie had 
a new little brother, Ted, and “in the spring 
and summer of 1921, Ted would not go to 
sleep unless I went upstairs with him. If I 
didn’t go he would cry for hours, but when 
I went with him he would be asleep in ten 
minutes. You can imagine what that did to 
me, having to go in at 6.30 and put my kid 
brother to sleep, while I was playing cricket. 
I took a lot of guff from the other boys.” 

It was now also time for Charlie to start 

work. “I didn’t have anything to say about 
what I wanted to do, being the eldest son, 
grandson and heir. So, no matter what I 
wanted, my place was to go to work in the 
factory and learn everything about making 
boots. I had to work on every machine, 
then take them apart and put them 
together again so that when a breakdown 
came I could fix it. We had two of every 
machine and so, when one broke down, in 
a matter of minutes, we could put in the 
back-up machine while the broken one was 
being fixed.”

However, things were all about to 
change. “In 1921 the economy began to 
go downhill. England was broke from the 
war and we were making more boots than 
we could sell. All the boot factory owners 
met and decided that it would be better to 
cut the working week rather than lay off 
some of the men.” The Long factory and 
two others went to a four day week whilst 
some of the smaller factories went to three 
or two days. However, a union was formed 
and in February 1922, a strike was called. 
Charles Long (Charlie’s grandfather) called 
a meeting of all the workers at which he 

thanked them for the good job that they 
had done and explained that their demands 
could not be met because none of the 
factories could afford them. He also said 
that any worker who did not turn up for 
work on the day of the strike would never 
work for Long and Sons again.
On the Monday morning only ten 

men out of 75 came in to work and three 
women out of 55. Charles explained that 
they had enough orders for two or three 
months work for those who remained and 
that at the end of that time the workers 
would all receive a bonus. However, the 
factory was to close. Charles (now in his 
seventies) was to retire, and his sons were 
going to pursue other ventures. Will and 
his family were going back to the States. At 
16, Charlie was devastated. “Nobody will 
ever know what that did to me. My whole 
world had fallen in on me. I was in shock 
for several days, but being only 16, I was 
under Dad’s care until I was 21. I made up 
my mind to go along, get me a job and save 

enough money so that I would come back 
and pick up where I had left off.”    

When they had finished all of the orders 
at the factory, Charles called the workers 
into the office and explained that the 
bonus he had promised was that each of 
them would receive his or her pay for the 
previous week every Saturday for the rest 
of their lives. When Charlie and Edie came 
back to England for a visit in 1971, two of 
the men were still drawing their wages 
nearly 55 years later! 
Charlie’s family sold up and returned to 

the States and it was to be another six years 
before Charlie could return to England, but 
he and Edie corresponded all of that time, 
with Edie sending her own news as well 
as news of the villages, her family and the 
cricket team – “Manna from heaven” for 
Charlie. 

With thanks to John Pearson and Cindy 
Dennis, and Barry Warr for background 
information and photos.

William and 
Charlie Warr in 
cricketing whites, 
mid 1920s – note 
the ties:  
standard kit!
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When we settled in the village nearly 

30 years ago, one of the first things we 

wanted was to restore a Victorian walnut 

sewing box, given to my wife by my Great 

Aunt. A lovely old piece but, allowed to 

deteriorate over the years, it was in need 

of major restoration. We were pleased to 

find an antique furniture restorer on our 

doorstep and asked Mike Wallis to come 

and take a look. Having convinced us that 

the restored piece would be worth a lot 

more than the cost of the restoration, 

Mike went off to return our sewing box 

to its former glory. When he delivered the 

finished article, we were thrilled to see the 

age-worn old sewing box transformed into 

a beautiful piece of furniture – the walnut 

even glowed with patina, something I 

thought only natural aging could achieve.

So it was with more than my usual 

interest that I visited Mike in his Hawridge 

workshop to find out how he came to 

acquire the skills of an antique furniture 

restorer…Ed.

Mike left school at the age of 14 
and was lucky enough to get a 
job with one of the best antique 

furniture restorers in the country, Felix 
Adamski, who worked in Watford. He used 
to catch a bus from his home in Amersham 
at 5.45am to get to work for 8am – which 
perhaps explains why Mike is such an early 
riser today!

After learning the trade with Felix for 
several years, Mike’s father offered him a 
job in his antique and second-hand shop 

in Amersham. He ran the shop while dad 
was on the road buying, which enabled him 
to acquire valuable knowledge about the 
antiques trade.
  Mike married early, at just 19, 

and the newlyweds took on a small 
antique shop in Winslow, where Mike 
carried on restoration work. His father 
then bought the auction rooms in Middle 
Road, Berkhamsted and Mike moved into 
the house below. He lived there for eight 
years before buying Norfolk Cottage in 
Hawridge in the late 1970s, where he 
has lived ever since, running the business 
from there. Mike had former connections 
with the Hilltop Villages. His grandfather 
was born in the cottage at the bottom of 
Rays Hill and was a master carpenter and 
cherry ladder maker. As for Mike’s second 
wife Elaine, her great-grandfather came 
over from Ireland to become coachman 
at Hawridge Place. Her grandfather was 
born at The Old Plough in Chivery and later 
moved to Forge Cottages at Heath End.
Stepping into Mike’s workshop is like 

stepping back in time. No power tools or 
mod-cons here. Everything in worked by 
hand and chisels of all shapes and sizes, 
some over 100 years old, line his work 
bench. There are polishes for every type 
of wood. Modern glues, Mike says, are not 
good for antique furniture – too strong 
– and the old valuable wood joint would 
crack before the glue. So he uses specially 
blended pearl glue, a traditional material.
One of the most unusual jobs Mike has 

done was restoring the dashboard of a 
1956 Drop-head Bentley. Only six of them 
existed and the market price (20 years 
ago) was a cool £190,000! The dashboard 
was made of cross-banded walnut and 
had faded with over-exposure to the sun. 

Restoring to former glory

Another challenging commission was to 
restore a severely bomb-damaged 15th 
Century Dutch cabinet. Mike had no 
photo, drawing or any other information 
to help piece together the cabinet; he 
worked on intuition. When he delivered 
the restored piece he was greeted by the 
owners holding a just-found photograph of 
the pre-damaged cabinet. Mike was ready 
to burst with frustration until it became 
clear that his work matched the photo 
exactly. No substitute for knowledge and 
experience!
I was surprised to learn that Mike 

turns his hand to more than just furniture 
restoration. He has restored a number 
of unusual objects, including gun stocks, 
swords, a suit of armour and has carved 
life-size horses on a fairground galloper. 
Showing typical aptitude, Mike learnt 
the art of gilding in a day. He has also 
inherited a passion for clocks, which he 
also repairs. Most of Mike’s work has 
come from personal recommendation – he 
has advertised his services rarely. Despite 

today’s perceived urge for minimalism 
in the home, Mike says that demand for 
antique restoration is still strong.
Mike combines his busy working 

schedule with a number of other interests. 
He is the last remaining founder member 
of the Commons Preservation Society: and 
goodness knows how many hours he has 
spent on that old Fergy tractor cutting grass 
and felling trees. His hobbies include Land-
Rover trialling and shooting. He has won 
several trophies, including the National Big 
Bore Shotgun Trophy using a single 8-Bore 
lent to him by the late Tim Matthews. 
These days, most of Mike’s time is taken up 
working his German Pointers.
I was told that 50 years ago there were 

no less than 53 working craftsmen in the 
Hilltop Villages. Today only Mike and 
Stephen Cheeld, the Blacksmith, remain in 
this village – and long may they continue. 
Mike has been restoring antique furniture 
for 42 years now and says he has no 
intention of retiring: he enjoys his work so 
much. His enthusiasm is infectious…

Mike Wallis at home with furniture restoration
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by the Reverend David Burgess

When I was growing 

up, I was privileged 

to be a member 

of a church choir 

that went each 

Easter to St Paul’s 

Cathedral to sing 

Bach’s ‘St Matthew Passion’ together with 

other choirs from all over London and 

accompanied by a professional orchestra 

using instruments of Bach’s time.  

The piece that has stayed with me 
for the best part of forty years is the 
magnificent final chorus, the words of 

which I can still recall from memory:

Lord, though awhile
In tears of sorrow
By thy tomb we mournful stand;
This night of sadness
Devoid of gladness
Shall soon be turned to Easter joy!

However, there’s a problem: that’s not 
what the original German says. In neither 
the St Matthew Passion nor the St John 
Passion is there a mention of Easter.  When 
I Googled the first line of ‘my’ verse above, 
there were only three references, all dating 
back 70 or 80 years to performances of 
the Passion at that time. I suspect that 
some Victorian or  Edwardian writer 
wanted to inject a little happiness into 
the proceedings and re-translated the last 
chorus, rather like the eighteenth century 

playwright who re-wrote ‘King Lear’ to give 
it a happy ending!
So Bach, good Protestant that he was, 

stopped at the cross: and I’ve had to change 
the direction of this article. Originally I was 
going to use the words that I remembered 
to illustrate how Good Friday leads to the 
joy of Easter, but Bach has made me stop as 
well.  
It’s absolutely right to celebrate Easter 

Day as the most important and joyful 
festival in the Christian year. But you 
can’t have Easter without the cross, and 
you can’t gloss over Good Friday and the 
events of the crucifixion on the way to the 
celebration.  

A few days ago I was asked the question 
– “Why do we call it Good Friday?”. The 
answer is straightforward but profound 
– we call it ‘Good’ because of what came 
from it. This means, though, that we first 
have to acknowledge what Jesus went 
through.

Can I invite you, then, to stop at the 
cross on your way to Easter? It needn’t 
be a long and painful process, because 
Jesus has undergone that for you. Just 
pause, remember, and give thanks for the 
sacrifice He made for you and for all of 
us, and allow that knowledge to deepen 
and strengthen your appreciation of the 
resurrection and of Easter Day.  

 

Stop at  
the Cross
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DATE DAY St. John the Baptist              
THE LEE

St.Leonard's                                    
ST. LEONARDS

St. Laurence                              
CHOLESBURY

St. Mary's                             
HAWRIDGE NOTES

1 Apr Maundy 10.00 Holy Communion IC Mid-week Holy Communion
Thursday 7.30pm 7.30pm DB 7.30pm 7.30pm 10.00am at The Lee on First Wednesday

of the month except May

2 Apr Good Holy Communion, Matins & Evensong
Friday 12.00 Devotional Hour JH DB Book of Common Prayer

4 Apr Easter 8.00 Holy Communion DB 9.00 Holy Communion PL 9.30 DB 9.30 Parish Communion IC Parish Communion & Morning Service
Day 11.00 Parish Communion JH 11.00 Family Easter 

Celebration
DB 5.00pm  Easter Praise Lay /DB Common Worship

11 Apr Easter 2 10.00 Parish Communion JH 6.00pm Parish Communion IC 10.45 IC 9.30 Holy Communion IC
Sunday School JuH

18 Apr Easter 3 8.00 Holy Communion DB 9.30 9.30 DB 10.45 Parish Communion IC
11.00 Family Service LCM

25 Apr Easter 4 10.00 Parish Communion JH 11.00 Matins IC 9.45 DB 10.45 Parish Communion DB

2 May Easter 5 8.00 Holy Communion DB 11.00 Parish Communion DB 9.30 IC 9.30 Family Service DB
11.00 Matins IC Sunday School VO 6.00pm Evensong IC

9 May Easter 6 10.00 Parish Communion DB 6.00pm Parish Communion JH 10.45 IC 9.30 Holy Communion IC
Sunday School JuH

13 May Ascension 10.00 Holy Communion IC 7.30pm 7.30pm DB 7.30pm DB= Rev. David Burgess
Day IC= Rev. Ivor Cornish

16 May 8.00 Holy Communion IC 11.00 Parish Communion DB 11.00 10.45 Parish Communion IC JH= Rev. John Hull
10.00 Family Service DB PL= Rev. Peter Louis

23 May Pentecost 10.00 Parish Communion JH 11.00 Matins IC 9.45 DB 10.45 Parish Communion DB

30 May Trinity 10.00 Joint Parish DB 10.00 Joint Service 10.00 10.00 Joint Service JuH= Judy Hart
Sunday Communion at The Lee Parish Hall at The Lee Parish Hall VO= Virginia Oldham

Vicar Curate The Lee Hawridge
The Revd. Ivor Cornish

The Vicarage, The Lee, 01296 630345
Gt. Missenden, BUCKS. HP23 9LZ 
d.burgess@clara.net judy.hart@virgin.net

Parish Secretary Hon. Curate St. Leonards Cholesbury
The Revd. John Hull

Church Room 01296 624487 anne@oldbrunsfarm.co.uk
churchroom@waitrose.com

annhorn43@aol.com

Communion

Matins

Holy Communion

Quiet Communion

Sunday after 
Ascension 

Joint Service 

Joint Service at 
Cholesbury

Parish Communion

Matins

Joint Parish 

Shared Service 

CHURCH SERVICES - APRIL to MAY 2010 

10.30 W A L K   OF   W I T N E S S Start from St. Leonard's or St. Mary's. Arrive Cholesbury Common about 11.15

Joint Service             at 
St Leonards   

Joint Parish 
Communion

Joint Service                         
at St Leonards   

Joint Service             at 
St Leonards   

Followed by Devotional Hour in Cholesbury Village Hall  

Shared Service at 
Cholesbury

Parish Communion

Ann Horn                                  01494 758250

John Farmer                                 01494 758715

Janet Whittow                          01296 624568 Joan Walton                                 01494 758332
James Watson                             01494 758914

Judy Hart                                  01494 837328

The Revd. David Burgess                            01494 837315

Jane Reynolds                                             01494 757048
jandb.farmer@btopenworld.com

janet.whittow@googlemail.com

Joint Service at 
Cholesbury

Anne Butterworth                    01494 758700

at The Lee Parish Hall

at St. Leonards

Quiet Communion
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Family Communion on the first Sunday of 
the month: travelling from Ascot which is 
quite a commitment. The service, led by 
Bishop Alan, was both friendly and moving 
and much enjoyed by candidates and 
congregation alike. Congratulations to all 
three of you!

Baptisms – We were delighted that 
Claire and Billy Echlin brought Ella to be 
baptized on Sunday 7 February. It was a 
very happy occasion: Ella-Ann, surrounded 
by family, god-parents and friends smiled 
throughout and was so happy about what 
was going on that at the end of the service 
she fell quietly asleep – such is David’s sure 
touch with the younger members of the 

congregation! We welcome you, Ella.
On Sunday 7 March we were privileged 

to receive all four Ayres children into the 
church. Katie and Ollie – already Sunday 
Schoolers – came with the twins, Josh and 
Alex and so many wonderfully supportive 
godparents we slightly lost count! It was 
lovely to see Vicki and Will surrounded 
by their children and so many family and 
friends. When many of the visiting children 
had joined Virginia in Sunday School, 
David spoke briefly about both the cross 
with which he had signed the children and 
our need to recognize the cross and its 
implications in our lives.

The Cross - in beautiful Portland stone - 
is now in place on the roof at the East end 
of the church. The phrase ‘blood, sweat 

and tears’ comes to mind but the work is at 
last finished and we hope you will agree it 
looks amazing, though in a few years it will 
have weathered slightly and will look even 
more amazing. We are most grateful to 
Clive Kearvell for all his skill and patience.

Clive is now dealing with the external 
boundary wall on the west side of the 
church.  Permission has been given by the 
Diocese for the wall to be taken down, 
we’ve found a buyer for the bricks, the 
gate posts re-built using the original 
materials and a mixed hedge (as the rest 
of the boundary) planted in its place. We 
apologise if we look slightly messy for a 
few months till the work is finished.

Mothering Sunday – David led a very 
special service with well over 40 people 
attending.   Beautiful spring posies were 
given to mothers, grandmothers, aunts, 
daughters and indeed every lady in the 
congregation and candles were lit in 
memory of those mothers who were no 
longer with us.This is a part of the service 
much appreciated by our older members.

The Tea Parties - We do enjoy seeing 
new faces – whether as guests or helpers. 
Please do join us whichever category you 
fall into! We meet in the Church Room 
on Wednesday 28 April and Wednesday 
26 May at 3pm. We’re always delighted 
to bring you and return you home by 
car. Anne Lake 01296 620169 or Anne 
Butterworth 758700.

ST LEONARDS 
It is with great sadness we 
report the deaths 
of Muriel Howard 
Sorrel, George 
Finlay and 
Margaret Kew. 
Muriel from Bellingdon - who worshipped 
at St Leonards - led a most fascinating life 
in her early years and both George and 
Margaret, well-loved local figures, share 

the distinction of having played a full and 
important part in the life of the Hilltop 
Villages. You can read elsewhere in this 
edition tributes to three great characters.

Confirmation – It is with great pleasure 
that we write of the Confirmation of 
the Hawkes Family, Lesley, Malcolm and 
their son, Gordon, on Sunday 7 March at 
St Mary’s Wendover. For many years the 
family has come to St Leonards: firstly 
for their marriage;   then for Gordon to 
attend Sunday School and now for the new 

Ella Echlin baptism

Ayres family baptism

CHOLESBURY
Holy Baptism

7 February 2010 – Alice Jennifer Weston and David Emms-Davies

ST LEONARDS
Holy Baptism

7 February 2010 – Ella-Ann Polly Echlin
7 March 2010 – Katie Charlotte Ayres, Oliver George Ayres,  

Joshua John Ayres and Alexander Robert Ayres

Confirmation
7 March 2010 – Lesley Elizabeth Hawkes, Malcolm Tudor Hawkes  

and Gordon David John Hawkes

CHURCH ROOM  
OPENING TIMES
Open Door The St Leonards Church Room is open 
every Tuesday and Thursday morning between 
9am and 11am. Feel free to drop in during those 
hours on any administrative matters (dropping 
off or picking up paperwork etc) or to make an 
appointment for a pastoral meeting.
Alternatively you can phone David on 01494 

837315 - or in the Church Room on 01494 757048 
- to book a separate appointment. David is often 
available in the Church Room on Open Door 
mornings after 11am for longer or more detailed 
meetings.
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For those who enjoy to worship quietly 
early in the morning, you are most welcome 
to our Service of Holy Communion (said) at 
9am. Peter Louis from Wendover is kindly 
officiating.

HAWRIDGE
Easter – Good Friday 
2 April. Our Walk 
of Witness starts 
from the church at 
10.30am and meets 
up with walkers from 
Cholesbury and St 
Leonards at Cholesbury Village Hall.   This is 
followed at about 11.15am by a Devotional 
Hour in the Hall.

Easter Sunday 4 April – 9.30am Holy 
Communion with hymns and at 5pm we 
are having our usual Easter Praise Service – 
with the children taking part. If you would 
like to read one of the lessons, say a poem 
or prayer or sing or play an instrument 
please contact Joan on 758332. This is 
always a very joyful service and we do look 
forward to seeing you there.

For our other Easter Services and Events, 
please refer to the Rota in the centre of this 
edition.

May Fair – Cholesbury Village Hall, 
Monday 3 May, 12 noon to 5pm: have a 
Ploughman’s Lunch or Afternoon Tea and 
there are cake and bric-a-brac stalls.

The Annual Parish Council Meeting is to 
be held on Wednesday 21 April at 7.30 for 
8pm (cup of coffee) in the Church Room. 
This is a meeting where all parishioners are 
most welcome. It is always interesting to 
hear what is going on in the parish and, 
whether you agree or disagree, it is the 
moment to make your point. We welcome 
you all.

Easter - On Maundy Thursday, 1st April  
we are holding a Joint Parish Communion 
at 7.30pm at St Leonards. On Good Friday 
morning at 10am Virginia welcomes all 
children, Sunday Schoolers and their 
friends alike, to join in the making of the 
Easter Garden and to hear the Easter Story 
followed by an Easter Egg Hunt.
Our Walk of Witness starts at 10.30am 

on Good Friday morning – the children 
joining us for the first station of the cross 
– and ends on Cholesbury Common about 
11.15am.   This is followed - for those 
who can stay - by a Devotional Hour in 
Cholesbury Village Hall where we’re joined 
by walkers from Cholesbury and Hawridge.

We then welcome all Families and 
children to a very short service on Easter 
Sunday at 11am when David talks 
about the second part of Easter – the 
Resurrection.    This is a most special day 
and we’d love to see you briefly in church 
to celebrate. It never fails to amaze the 
children to see the stone rolled away…
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W.H.A Upholstery

Advance notice of our Summer Concert 
with Iain Ledingham and students from 
The Royal Academy of Music. This will be 
held in the School on 18 June at 7pm. We 
do not yet know who the soloists will be 
but we’re sure that the evening will prove 
to be as excellent as in previous years. The 
Concert will be followed by refreshments. 
For further details please contact Elizabeth 
Tomlin 758214 or Joan Walton 758332. 
There will be more information on this in 
the next edition of Hilltop News.

Hawridge Church Walking Group - Our 
next walk will be on Tuesday 6 April and 
will start at 10am from Hastoe Village Hall 
car park. Please park as close together as 
possible as there may be other users of the 
Hall.

The May walk will be on Tuesday 4th 
and the starting point will be advised in 
April. As usual coffee will be served at the 
end of the walk and a 50p donation for St 
Mary’s is always appreciated! Please contact 
Joan and Margaret 758332.

CHOLESBURY
The Diocese of 
Oxford has now 
agreed the Faculty 
allowing us to 
carry out church 
repairs. We can now 
afford the urgent 
maintenance following the generous 
response from the Village to our Appeal. 
By the time this is published the scaffolding 
will probably be erected. Tom Haggerty and 
Stewart Pearce will be overseeing the work 
on behalf of the Church.

Cholesbury church has been NADFASed! 
The National Association of Decorative 
and Fine Arts Societies is a very active 
organisation involved with England’s 
heritage. They provide guides to stately 
homes, repair tapestries and arrange tours, 
among many other things. Our Churches 
hold much of our cultural heritage and 

NADFAS have taken on the enormous task 
of recording everything in the nation’s 
churches.  
A team of up to 20 volunteers visited 

Cholesbury church on several occasions to 
record and photograph all our property and 
fittings from the bell to the floor tiles and 
from Bibles to chalices. The information, 
with additional research, is bound into a 
book and one of only six copies is held by 
Cholesbury Church. The NADFAS team was 
led by Liz Chalmers from Amersham who 
joined us with other volunteers on Sunday 
24 January to present a copy to us and this 
can, of course, be viewed by parishioners. 
Liz’s work was recognised when she became 
the first person to sign the new Visitors 
Book. We are most grateful to NADFAS 
members for their time and commitment.  
Our Mother’s Day service was led by 

Kate Hoskin and was directed at all ages. 
For the adults, Kate explored the wider 
meaning of Motherhood in our society. 
She then moved on to a passage in St Luke 
where Jesus refers to protecting Jerusalem 
as a hen protects her brood. A mysterious 
object on the chancel floor was then 
uncovered and we saw two hens in a cage, 
much to the fascination of the children. 
The hens were safely returned to Spindle 
Cottage with thanks to Alice and James.
Our Easter events will have the same 

format as last year. On Good Friday we 
have the Walk of Witness from St Leonards 
at 10.30am followed by a meditation in 
Cholesbury Village Hall at about 11.15am. 
Easter Day will be celebrated with Parish 
Communion at 9.30am. The Easter 
programme provides a mixture of activity 
and silence in a Christian context.

The Annual Parish Church Meeting is 
on Monday 26 April at 8pm in the Church. 
You are welcome to attend and review the 
church’s work and future planning.

The Spring Churchyard Tidy is scheduled 
for Saturday 10 April starting at 10am. 
Please bring rakes, loppers etc. Many 
thanks to James Fisher who arranged 
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The Visitors’ Book
Cholesbury church started a Visitors’ Book 

in June 1954. The entries are a tiny history 

of our times and those who found their 

way to our hilltop village.

The first recorded visitor is Baden 
A.R. Pearce from Stanmore who 
lived at the splendidly named house 

‘Hilbacylha’ and came with a party of four 
on 7 June. Entries were all in fountain pen 
but biro does occur even on the first page 
with a neat but indecipherable name from 
Nottinghamshire. Before the end of the 
first month we had received visitors from 
both Finland and Michigan USA.

Another overseas visitor in September 
1954 was Edwin Pallett of Salisbury 
South Rhodesia but he adds “of Buckland 
Common” and is the first of many former 
residents returning for a visit? Christmas 

Day 1954 saw the first Cholesbury 
parishioner when I. Marland signed the 
Book. In April 1955 our first child visitor was 
Terry Pope of Tring who proudly announced 
he is seven years old.  
In April 1958 seven children from 

Cholesbury signed the book including 
Wendy Butler, whose brother Frank now 
delivers our post. In October that year the 
1st Ealing Rover Scout Crew visited and 
other Scout and Guide groups appear later, 
including Polish Girl Scouts in 1976. 1961 
was a busy year and a party of 20 visited 
from Fulham to help build a total of 94 
visitors. Judge D.R. Geadthorpe visited 
us from Dundridge, Amherst, Ohio, USA 
in May 1967 and after his signature adds 
the name Baldwin in brackets. Years later, 
in 1996, Tom and Marcia Baldwin from 
Nevada reminded us that their ancestor 
lived in Cholesbury in 1600. 1973 saw “the 
girls of Lowndes school Chesham”. There 
were also three from Venezuela with the 
surname Cornish.
The middle pages of the Visitors’ Book 

coincide with 1972, so the first 18 years 

occupy as much space as the last 38. No-one 
visited in 1983 and only a Society in 1989. 
What happened? Was there a scare of 
thefts and the church locked remorselessly 
after each service? Did an enthusiastic 
individual tidy the church? Perhaps the pen 
was stolen. In 2001 there was no reduction 
in visitors when the Foot and Mouth 
restrictions prevailed. 
The Visitors’ Book does not have a 

column for ‘comments’ but in 1991 the 
Fidgett Family of Hemel Hempstead made 
an innovation and added “Thanks for 
keeping your church open for us to see!” 
Nevertheless, only nine entries appear 
that year. Numbers improved from 1994 
enough for Helen Arthur to visit in April 
1996 from New Zealand and she wrote 
Gomm Descendent. On 5 June 1997, Rev 
Sue Morrell tells us she was baptized in 
Cholesbury Church in 1947 and in October 
1997 Beverley Lardner of New Zealand visits 
as the great, great granddaughter of the 
much respected Rev Jeston.
In 1998 we can read the first e-mail 

address and Ayam Zikra gives his address 
as Peoples Liberation Army Lebanon. 
In August, Claire and Mike Toner thank 
Jane for showing them around and D.C. 
Spencer wrote “Niece of E.G .Brown late of 
Overburns. She would be pleased with the 
well kept church and churchyard”. Freedom 

of expression is now well accepted and we 
read “What a lovely place”, “Beautiful” in 
1999 and “Fascinating churchyard” in 2004 
along with several thanks for keeping the 
church open. 
2001 saw visitors from Macedonia, 

presumably including the mayor who 
planted the Millennium trees. In 2006 the 
church was used in a TV drama and Bruce 
Mackinnon left his thanks on 30 August. 
Several visitors record the peace they find 
in our Church although Sandra Corser of 
Northampton wrote in October 2008 “Such 
a shame it is all going to ruin”.
In 2009, Cholesbury Church received 

44 visitors and those on the last page of 
the book are from Chesham, London, 
Cambridge, Poole, Cheadle, Hungary, 
Finland and St Lucia with comments of 
lovely, peaceful and wonderful.

John Farmer

the maintenance of the Church’s mower, 
although the weather has been so cold that 
mowing may well be delayed this year.

COURSES TO NOTE
Foundations – an informal look at the 

Christian faith – Wednesdays April 14 
and 28 – May 12 and 26.

21st Century Parents – Wednesdays 
June 9 and 23 – July 7 and 21.

Both courses, run by Revd. David 
Burgess, start at 8pm in St Leonards 
Church Room.
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The Revd. Jo Gallant – NSM Curate at St 

Peter and St Paul, Great Missenden writes:

Over recent years my husband, Nick, 
and I have learned for ourselves 
the value of ‘being’ especially 

in our Heavenly Father’s presence. We 
constantly hear people of all ages saying 
how they wish they could be this or be 
that, and through all of this we have heard 
God speak to us; and he has given us a 
vision for a place to enable others to be 
more, so after many months of planning 
and preparation we opened the doors 
of ‘Pelagos’ a Christian Spirituality and 
Training Centre here in the Chilterns.
Pelagos means ‘the open sea’. A place 

where new horizons extend in every 
direction, a place without boundaries, a 
place of peacefulness and calm changed 
only by the wind’s breath upon its surface. 
Pelagos is set in the Chess Valley nestled 
among the glorious Chiltern Hills at a 
former farm called Latimer Park. This site is 
owned by Christian businessman Gary Grant 

and also serves as home to the ‘Restore 
Hope Latimer’ charity which he and his wife 
set up several years ago.
Pelagos has a small cottage providing an 

office, meeting/quiet room and a seashore 
themed courtyard garden. In addition to 
this we have the occasional use of larger 
rooms like the Old Dairy converted into a 
beautiful conference room. On quiet days 
and retreats all will be able to stroll in this 
designated Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty.

There are four main concerns that Pelagos 
will help to address:
1.  There is no local centre for churches 

to train and equip leaders nearer than 
London or Oxford. Every church needs 
to grow leaders from within not just for 
ordination but to lead the many different 
areas of church life. 

2.  There are a number of pastoral assistants, 
lay ministers and clergy who have 
nowhere to go locally for supervision or 
to talk through issues, and are feeling 
unsupported.

3.  One of the most overlooked of God’s 
commandments is: ‘Remember the 
Sabbath and keep it holy’. Workaholism 

is rife in this area and Christians both 
lay and ordained are struggling with 
addictions, relationship breakdowns 
and stress and need help and ongoing 
support.

4.  Those outside the church also have 
similar issues and stresses. The gospel 
has so much to offer them by way of 
rebalancing and valuing themselves, their 
work and lifestyle.

In response to these concerns Pelagos will 
offer:

1.  A place to be equipped through a variety 
of courses. These will be available at 
different times of the day and evening, 
during the week and on Saturdays. 
Sunday is a day of rest for the whole site.

2.  A place to be whole. Within this there 
will be seminars on self-awareness and 
discovery, and opportunities for ongoing 
guidance and development.

3.  A place to be ‘friend’. This is about 
building relationships and outreach, 
offering occasions for visitors to explore 
and experience Christian community and 
faith.

4.  A place to be still. This is about providing 

Pelagos – The place to BE more…

the opportunity and space to encounter 
God through stillness, rest and the 
beautiful surroundings of Pelagos. 

Pelagos is a charity whose objectives are 
the advancement of Religion, Education, 
Health, and Wellbeing. Pelagos is pleased 
to have the prayerful support of individuals 
and churches to under gird the vision and 
we know this will be the key to meeting 
the other important needs which include 
meeting our objectives and raising funds to 
cover our costs.

We have a superb team of trustees but 
are always keen to hear from other people 
or churches who would like to support 
the ministry of Pelagos. We look forward 
to welcoming you at Pelagos in the near 
future.

Please contact Joanna and Nick Gallant at: 
info@pelagos.co.uk if you would like to 
know more or make a donation.
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MURIEL  
HOWARD-SORRELL
May 1925 – January 2010

Muriel’s early life was full of adventure. 

Born in Berwick-upon-Tweed, she grew 

up in Scotland and having attended 

Domestic Science College in Edinburgh  she 

served with the Wrens in support of anti-

submarine training during the latter half of 

World War II.   She was stationed at HMS 

Osprey on Portland Bill and then in Dunoon 

where it was relocated in 1941 following 

concerns about its vulnerability to German 

bombing.

Perhaps the most exciting phase of 
her life was then to begin when, 
as a member of the Berwick and 

District Motor Club she teamed up with 
Mary Walker Fraser as a navigator and 
co-driver in what was to become a life 
long friendship. Muriel was described 
as ‘unflappable’ when competing in the 
greatest rally of all – the Monte Carlo – as 
well as the RAC and Tulip rallies. In these 
she drove Sunbeam Talbots and later TR’s as 
part of the Standard Triumph works team. 
In 1954 this wonderful partnership won 
the ladies’ prize in both the RAC and the 
Circuit of Ireland rallies – and they won the 
Scottish Rally outright!

A year later, Muriel married and came 
to live in Bellingdon where her son, Iain, 
was born. Sadly this marriage was not 
to last but there followed a long period 
of Muriel’s life where she pursued many 
different interests. She did a lot of local 
voluntary work as well as working as a 
dental nurse and finally at Amersham 
International where she worked in human 
resources until her retirement. But it was 
her life as a mother which brought her the 
greatest fulfilment and at her Thanksgiving 
Service on 4 February, Iain recalled with 
much affection his wonderfully happy 
upbringing when as part of ‘The Gang’ 
and unfettered by mobile phones, texting 
and other modern distractions he and his 
friends ‘roamed from dawn to dusk around 
the surrounding woods and fields’.
Muriel more than made up for being a 

single parent feeding whoever turned up; 
bandaging the wounded and sending home 
those who’d transgressed! She taught Iain 
his love of fly fishing and drove miles to 
distant lakes and rivers – always carrying 
flasks of soup and sandwiches to fortify the 
troops and managing by some miracle to 

have a wonderful dinner on the table at 
the end of the day.
Iain settled in the United States where 

Muriel spent a lot of time with her 
grandchildren, Lisa and Euan and as Iain 
recalls ‘teaching them basic table manners 
and how to be polite, as in never asking a 
woman’s age – especially not hers’!
Sadly, in later life, Muriel developed 

Alzheimer’s disease which severely 
affected her short-term memory. She was 
wonderfully supported over a long period 
by local friends and latterly by the Bucks 
Mental Health Unit, Simply Together and 
an incredibly dedicated staff at Stoke 
Mandeville. Never lost for words, the 
Hospital well remembers her waking up 
one morning and complaining loudly ‘Well, 
why don’t they put a sign above the bed 
that says Stoke Mandeville so you know 
where you are each morning!’
Iain finally paid tribute to Muriel’s life 

long friend, Mary Walker who as a co-rally 
driver had perhaps shared her greatest 
adventures of all.

Muriel (right) in her rallying days
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but sufficiently developed to ensure they 
reject poisonous insects or plant items.

There are some plants in bloom we 
admire for their colour and others for their 
perfume. It is easy, when talking of April, 
to wax lyrical about the waxy blue bloom 
on the woodland floor of the bluebell. In 
doing so, one can overlook the delicate 
inflorescences of wood anemone, white 
above and a thin pale pink stripe beneath: 
a perfect flower for an artist’s still-life 
study. The Greeks called them windflowers 
on account of their requiring a spring 
breeze to bring them into flower. Like 
many woodland flowers at this time of the 
year they rely on early emerging insects. 
Beetles and flies taste their spicy nectar and 
pollinate them. Their bitter perfume does 
nothing to complement 
their beauty and 
provides them with their 
alternative Old English 
name of ‘smell foxes’. 
Standing proud and firm 
amongst the bluebells 
as well as in its own 
‘plantations’ is another 
white flower; the five-
starred wild garlic. Again 
its traditional name gives 
a clue to its main feature. 
‘Ramsoms’ derives from 
rans meaning ‘rank’ 
which reflects the 
unmistakable odour when 
it is encountered. Such an all-pervading 
smell can truly be tasted as we walk 
amongst it and its essence from bruised 
stems carried back home with us.

I have commented previously on noticing 
a year-on-year reduction in cockchafers 
in May. I doubt the maybugs around here 
could have somehow evolved to ignore the 
appeal of security lights. In towns where 
garden lawns provided a likely habitat, 
increased manicuring and replacement 
may have taken their toll, but here with 
a more varied habitat the causes are less 

clear. On agricultural land their demise 
could still be man-made as they are rabid 
feeders on cereal roots. Changes in weather 
patterns might play a part, or changes in 
soil temperature and water-table levels. 
Another possible cause may also be the 
increase in populations of corvids (crows, 
magpies and jackdaws) which scavenge for 
the tasty creamy-white C-shaped grubs of 
the beetles known also as ‘white worms’. 
The adults hatch in October but hang 
around underground until May when they 
swarm around trees, such as oak, on which 
they feed. It will be interesting to see if this 
year bucks the trend or not, reports from 
eye or ear-witnesses would be welcome.

Three other signature species for April 
and May: the Cuckoo, last year heard early 

(17 April): this year perhaps it may be late? 
Then there are Orange Tip butterflies 
busying themselves, tasting the nectar of 
the bank-side flowers, careering back and 
forth giving the false impression of a mass 
invasion. Thirdly swallows, tasting this 
year’s crop of insects while on the wing. 
So in conclusion, and like Lawrence, why 
not also enjoy a perambulation on, and in 
moderation, the fruits of the Commons.

That’s all for this time. Comments and 
questions welcomed as usual, phone 758890 
or email chrisbrown@rayshill.com

I happened across the following short 

extract from a letter written by one of the 

most famous novelists of the early 20th 

Century…

 “Do you remember that autumn 
afternoon on Cholesbury Common, when 
we were picking blackberries…..?” 

For an author whose experiences while 
living in this area provided the inspiration 
to write such controversial (for the time at 
least) novels as The Rainbow and Women 
in Love, it’s interesting that one lasting 
memory for DH Lawrence of Cholesbury 
was the innocent enjoyment of collecting 
some wild fruit.

Aside from the obvious contrast between 
the freshness of a punnet of blackberries 
with those straight from the hedgerow, 
the real distinction is in enjoying the taste 
and texture of fruit where some peril is 
involved, and maybe discomfort suffered in 
the pursuit of the most ripe and therefore 
most inaccessible examples of the bramble 
fruit. A word of warning though: according 
to folklore the berries should not be eaten 
after Michaelmas Day, 29 September as they 
will have been cursed by the devil’s spit! 
How good this autumn’s crop of fruit will 
be largely depends on the good start to the 
growing season offered in April and May. 
In effect the pleasure derived from their 
ripeness in autumn is ‘the taste of spring’. 

The popularity of the TV programme 
The Good Life may have rekindled an 
interest in homemade wines however, 
these were oft based on age old recipes 
which had also experienced a renaissance 
in Tudor England. Henry VIII, having fallen 
out with the Church of Rome, popularised 
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The Taste of Spring 
these ‘Hedge Wines’, as he called them, as 
a political statement that his court and his 
people would only taste the wines made 
from the fruits of his own Empire. The 
tartness of these fruit wines or cordials was 
preferred to the often insipid and heady 
condition of grape wines. Hedges of that 
time which survive to this day still display 
the richness and diversity of food plants. 
They were never a haphazard assortment of 
trees, shrubs, climbers and herb plants but 
a carefully husbanded assembly, providing 
all year round food supplies, flowers, 
hips, haws, berries as well as fragrances 
and potpourri, medicines and poisons(!), 
protection and fodder for animals, building 
materials and firewood.

Although around this part of the 
Chilterns most woodland comprises mainly 
hardwood trees, we are blessed with some 
impressive stands of conifers, such as the 
narrow plantation that runs up the valley 
side to Oak Lane near Widowcroft Wood. 
In Scotland, crossbills make a handsome 
living using their eponymous tool to 
wheedle out the flanged pine fruits from 
their cones. In the otherwise silence of a 
highland forest, the rasping sound of these 
birds betrays their presence. We cannot 
boast this colourful finch but its cousin, 
the greenfinch, might be found this time 
of year seeking out maturing cones and 
doing a passable imitation of its Hibernian 
relative. A close inspection of their conical 
bill reveals it too has a scissor-tipped beak 
enabling it to ‘turn a hand’ to extracting 
the tasty morsel. The ability of birds to taste 
or smell is extremely limited in enabling 
them to cope with the nasty stuff they 
come across when foraging or consuming, 
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HAWRIDGE & 
CHOLESBURY SCHOOL
Running and raising money…

February arrived and it was time 
once again for us to host the annual 
schools’ cross country. Our dedicated 

staff and PSA were there early on Saturday 
morning marshalling, encouraging and 
offering refreshments to anyone in need. 
Schools from around the area attended 
and the pupils ran valiantly through the 
sprinkling of snow that had fallen that 
morning. 
Our beautiful common was commented 

upon by many and we were so pleased to 
be able to host this event from the Cricket 
Club as in previous years. The children 
did so well and the reward of bacon 
sandwiches and hot chocolate at the end 
seemed to be as much appreciated as the 
medals and trophies.  
On the creative side, we ran our ‘Art 

Week’ where the children were able to try 
out lots of different crafts and painting 
techniques. Some of our Year 3 pupils even 

dressed in Roman costumes making their 
own laurel headgear and designing mosaic 
pictures to boot! The week culminated in 
a huge art display and sale of the framed 
work to raise funds. 

During their time at our school the 
children are encouraged to be aware of 
and to support various charities. After the 
Haiti earthquake, the pupils decided to put 
their efforts into doing something to help 
people there. A number of imaginative 
fund raising ideas were initiated including 
designing and selling a magazine full 
of games and a sponsored event where 
children were tied together in pairs for the 
day! Over £250 was raised as a result (and 
sent to UNICEF). Well done everyone! 

So now we hope we can look forward to 
the better weather and on our calendar our 
next event is our Spring Fayre on Saturday 
8 May from 11am to 2pm in the school 
grounds.  Please come and join us if you are 
able. All are welcome. 

Kay Bass 786016

CHOLESBURY cum 
ST LEONARDS 
HORTICULTURAL 
SOCIETY

The weather has finally started to turn 
and as I look out over the mountains 
of mud, pallets, old bonfires and 

builder’s supplies in my garden the sun is 
shining and I finally believe we may at last 
start work in the garden by summer time! 

We have a comprehensive programme 
of events for the year and the great news 
is that we have succeeded in securing a 
repeat invitation to HRH The Prince of 
Wales and The Duchess of Cornwall’s 
beautiful garden at Highgrove on 
Wednesday 5 May. The tour lasts one and a 
half hours and covers two miles of garden 
– some of which is on cobblestones and 
unmade surfaces. I can’t wait to go as I 
wasn’t able to last time. All seats are now 
booked.
Our programme for the year is as follows: 

book your place with Diana to ensure you 
are catered for.

Wednesday 5 May
Coach trip to visit the garden at Highgrove, 
Tetbury. Members: £25.00, non-members: 
£28.00

Friday 21 May 
Plant Sale and Ploughman’s Supper – 7.30pm 
at Cholesbury Village Hall. £3.50 per person

Saturday 4 September 
Annual Horticultural, Cookery, Handicraft 
and Flower Show Please note: new classes 
and venue - St Leonards Village Hall.

Friday 19 November 
AGM and Quiz Evening – 7.30pm at 
Cholesbury Village Hall. £3.50 per person

Open Garden (Members Only Evening) 
and Open Garden and Cream Teas to be 
confirmed for later in the year.

Jobs to be getting on with in April and May
•   Support herbaceous plants now before 

they put on too much growth.
•   Cut back lavender to keep bushy without 

cutting into old wood.
•  Prune forsythia after flowering.
•   Chit sweet pea seeds and sow in position 

outside. They may need to be trained to 
grow in the right direction.

•   Feed roses and mulch rose and shrub 
borders.

•   Plant summer flowering bulbs.
•   Thin flowering shoots of plants such 

phlox, lupins and delphiniums for bigger 
blooms.

•   Plant early potatoes first half of April and 
main crop potatoes in the second.

•   Sow beetroot, carrots, lettuces, leeks, 
radishes, turnips, spring onions, peas and 
perpetual spinach.

•   In May, sweetcorn, runner beans and 
French beans can be sown directly outside.

•   Harden off summer bedding plants and 
only plant out when no risk of frost.

•   In May, remove winter damaged wood 
from less hardy trees and shrubs.

•   Water newly planted trees and shrubs 
regularly until established.

•   Look out for aphids, rub off, hose away or 
spray with insecticidal soap.

•   Damp down greenhouse floors on hot 
days to reduce the risk of spider mite and 
ensure good air circulation to avoid fungal 
problems.

Congratulations to John and Diana 
Garner as their lovely garden and woodland 
at ‘Montana’, Shire Lane has been accepted 
as part of the National Gardens Scheme. 
If you want to visit, it is open on Thursday 
18 July and 19 August 2-5pm. Also, visitors 
- minimum six people - are welcome by 
appointment. Please contact Montana@
cholesbury.net or phone 758347. All 
proceeds go to the National Gardens 
Scheme charities. Happy Gardening!

Barbara Baddon 
Horticultural Society Committee Dressing up for Art Week
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Re-launch of 
Berkhamsted 
Young  
Farmers
Berkhamsted YFC, which closed 8 years 

ago, is about to be re-launched. The club 

was first formed in 1954 and at its peak in 

the 1980s was the largest in Hertfordshire 

with over 60 members. Many people from 

the Hilltop villages were members of the 

Young Farmers at some time. 

Young Farmers isn’t just for farmers, 
it is for any young people who are 
interested in the countryside. Junior 

members can join from 10 – 15 years old 
and seniors from 16 – 26. The activities they 
get involved in range from sports to drama 
competitions to stock judging, as well as 
many social events. They have regular 
meetings which include talks on many 
subjects. Each year they hold a rally where 
members from every club compete against 
each other in various competitions, tug of 
war, photography, cookery, crafts, flower 
arranging, tractor handling, welding, 
fencing - the list is endless. It is a great 
fun day when clubs enjoy friendly rivalry 
between each other.

There is now an interest in the Club 
re-opening as there is no other club close 
to this area. The first meeting will be on 
Thursday 8 April at Berkhamsted Cricket 
Club, 7.00pm. This will be a social meeting 
for anyone who wants to find out more. If 
you are interested, please contact Richard 
Norman on 07774 696726 or Val Crawley on 
01494 757207.
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St Leonards Parish Hall Fête
Horse Show & Gymkhana  

& Dog Show
5th June 2010

Please make a note in your diaries! 
Bring your family and friends to support the day

Fête – Opens at 2pm

Many attractions. Annual Draw – see STOP PRESS! 

HELP  is also always needed –Raffle Prizes & Raffle ticket sellers,  

Cakes – there are never enough! 

Items for stalls – Bottles, Books, Bric-a-Brac Children’s Toys,  

Plants, Tombola etc

The usual Villages Collection will take place during the week beforehand

Could you run a Stall or do you have any new ideas!

Horse Show & Gymkhana from 9am
After a struggle the ‘team’ are up and running again and Schedules/Entry Forms 

are available from Karen Crippen 758609. Well done!

Dog Show 1pm – Judging at 2pm
As ever, details from Jonathan Bright 01494 758907

The Fête is the Hall’s main fund raising event and the proceeds help to keep the Hiring 

Rates competitively low. Any offer of help, however little, helps to make this important 

Annual Village Event a success

Contact me or any member of the St Leonards Hall Committee  
 we look forward to hearing from you JOHN HORN 01494 758250
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SPRING NEWS OF  
HILLTOP PUBS 

Although Gordon Brown has expanded 
the brief of the Minister of Housing 
and Planning, John Healey, to 

encompass protecting pubs from further 
closures, nothing has changed to improve the 
outlook for the viability of pub life nationally. 
Whilst the purpose of the brief is to reverse 
the decline in pubs as one focal point in 
community life, the Business, Innovation 
and Skills Committee of Parliament stopped 
short of referring the pub companies to 
the Competition Commission. Instead, they 
were given until June 2011 to deliver “real 
reform…to correct the serious imbalance 
of power in the commercial relationship 
between pub companies and lessees”. This 
means that there will be no early relief from 
the lessees’ obligation to buy their drinks 
stocks at uncompetitive prices from the pub 
companies in the foreseeable future. Despite 
their handicaps as pubs belonging to the big 
companies’ estate, The Full Moon and The 
White Lion are presently holding their own as 
surviving businesses.

The Bull
Sadly, the saga of The Bull continues on its 
litigious course, causing understandable 
acrimony among the villagers, Chiltern 
District Council Planning Committee and 
Fortitude (Commercial) Investments Limited. 
When an application for planning permission 
to carry out a massive redevelopment was 
denied, Fortitude reapplied for a scaled down 
but still major development that was also 
denied. Not ready to be defeated, Fortitude 
carried out a threat they made with the 
second application and applied for a change 
of use from a public house to a residential 
dwelling.  

A spokesman for Fortitude Investments has 
been quoted saying “We are not planning 
to build houses; it would be a small, two-
bedroom cottage. We are not a big developer 
looking to build big”. Reading the detailed 

application reveals that 
the plan is actually for 
three bedrooms, and 
the ground allocated to 
this dwelling is limited 
to less than half an acre 
out of the much larger 
plot they own. When 

the latest application was denied in January, 
Fortitude immediately launched an appeal 
that they stand a good chance of winning. 
Since much of the supporting documentation 
that has been submitted to the CDC Planning 
Committee contains incongruities and 
contradictions, it is little surprise that the 
good folk of Bellingdon take fierce issue with 
Fortitude Investments and what their true 
aspirations might be.

The White Lion
Since the end of November, Vale Inns, a 
bourgeoning chain of local pubs, has taken 
over the lease of The White Lion, joining 
The Russell Arms at Butlers Cross and now 
encompassing The Oak in Aston Clinton 
and a fourth later this year. The plan is to 
establish a common standard of cuisine led 
and inspired by Head Chef and part owner, 
Lee Trevor. Amy Batchelor is the permanent 
presence on site in St Leonards. At this early 
stage, the food on offer has gained strong 
local approval.

They pride themselves on keeping fine ales 
to a high standard and expect to maintain 
the existing Cask MarqueTM accreditation. 
Under terms of the lease, two ales supplied 
by Punch Taverns must be available, and 
these are Hobgoblin and Greene King IPA.  
Since their true love is for Tring Breweries’ 
offerings, there will always be a guest from 
there. Although the wine on offer is of high 
quality, there is scope for offering some less 
pricey but still cheerful house wines by the 
glass.
Much needed refurbishment has been 

undertaken by Punch Taverns, who are 
funding renewal work as a precondition 
to the signing of the lease by Vale Inns. 

The electrics have been modernised, a new 
external store building is complete, and the 
food preparation area has been brought 
up to a high standard with some new 
equipment.  The cellar is being improved, and 
new beer lines and taps are being installed. 
Public area floors have been recovered, and 
the two back rooms will be opened to diners 
and small parties. Outside, the garden and 
children’s play areas are being enlarged and 
made more amenable for fair weather use.

All should be ready for an Easter Egg 
Hunt and set lunch on Easter Day. At the end 
of May, a three-day Beer Festival is planned 
as in previous years when they have been a 
big success. It will be expanded to include 
possible barbeques and a hog roast. Lee is 
also keen to get some help from interested 
players to start up pub cribbage and domino 
teams.

The Full Moon
Coming into spring and summer, The Full 
Moon has a busy line up of public events as 
well as private wedding receptions in their 
marquee, which will be up permanently from 
May. The marquee is available free, with 
charges applying only to extras such as chairs, 
catering, etc. 

The big attraction is the legendary Full 
Moon St George’s day ceremony and lunch on 
23 April. It will open with a commemoration 
of the flag of St George by the Rev. David 
Burgess, followed by group singing of 
inspiring songs accompanied by trumpet, 
a dramatic reading and the Hawridge & 
Cholesbury School Choir. All this will be 
followed by a traditional English beef lunch. 
Advance bookings for lunch are a must.

World Cup matches will be on the big 
screen throughout from 11 June, with 
popular ones possibly projected in the 
marquee. If you want to learn what films are 
planned for film nights, ask Annie to add 
you to her mailing list at annie@alberto1142.
freeserve.co.uk.  Morris men are being lined 
up for May, and firm dates can be obtained 
by phoning 758959. These shows go on 

regardless of the weather. Special Steak 
Nights continue on Fridays and food service 
on weekends is continuous from 12 noon 
onwards.

The Rose and Crown
Since a large share of their trade arises from 
its predominately destination pub nature, 
snow and ice this winter was hard on The 
Rose and Crown’s trade. The monthly Comedy 
Lounge evenings are carrying on and will 
continue to November when they will take a 
break over the holiday season. There is also 
a trial of all day opening Thursday through 
Sunday.

A regular newsletter is now being 
published which gives details of upcoming 
events and special offerings in the bar 
and restaurant. You can subscribe to 
the e-mail version on their web site or 
by sending an e-mail request to info@
roseandcrownhawridge.co.uk. 

Returning by popular demand will be 
an Easter Egg Hunt on Easter Day. In late 
July, an expanded Beer Festival will cover 
a three-day weekend. There are on-going 
music nights with a variety of bands including 
jazz and Indie. Since Kerry’s good friend, 
Anna, is in need of palliative drugs that must 
be purchased, there are a number of fund 
raising events and entertainments taking 
place at The Rose and Crown to help Anna.

The Black Horse
The weather in December and January was 
also economically brutal to The Black Horse as 
approach roads were closed, customers were 
wary of venturing out, and their cars were 
stuck in driveways. Thus, a high proportion of 
their Christmas bookings and special events 
were cancelled or poorly attended.
Janet and Mick are looking forward to a 

burst of Un-World Cup trade in June and July 
as they will keep The Black Horse a World 
Cup free zone. Un-fans can be assured that 
they will be free of any and all coverage 
whilst enjoying a peaceful pub meal or drinks 
outing in the Vale.

Bill Ingram
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During last October half term Will Jones, a 

talented young footballer (and cricketer) 

from Buckland Common, and a group of 

male and  female pupils from Chesham 

High School, travelled with their PE 

teachers from Gatwick to Ghana for a 

charity-run football and netball tour. This is 

Will’s account of the tour…

The trip was first put forward in the 
spring of 2009, when a representative 
from ‘Sabre Trust’ put forward the 

idea of using the strong relationship 
between Chesham High School and Brenu 
Junior School in Ghana to try something 
completely new – a large scale sports tour.
The group set off on the 17 October 

and flew from Gatwick to Ghana’s capital, 
Accra, before a six-and-a-half-hour coach 
journey, on a bus with no air conditioning 
and plastic seats, from the airport to 
‘Stumble Inn’ – a lodge situated just south 
of Elmina, a coastal town on the southern 
coast of Ghana. The lodge is run by an 
English couple who founded the ‘Sabre 
Trust’ charity – an organisation which aims 
to provide education and basic supplies to 
the surrounding area by encouraging gap-
year students and volunteers to travel out 
and experience the culture while passing on 
their talents to the locals. 
‘Stumble Inn’ itself was a beautiful, basic 

resort backing onto the beach and from 
there the Atlantic Ocean. There were four 
sleeping rooms, two of which contained 
bunk beds and two with rows of army-
style camp beds. As far as washing facilities 
went, there were four temperamental 
showers which ran on the water which had 
been stored by the lodge, as the Ghana 
water board have a habit of turning the 

water system off at unpredictable times! 
Otherwise it was the sea that washed away 
the sweat and dirt accumulated from the 
day’s activities. 

The reason for the trip was sport, both 
playing and coaching, and it had attracted 
a lot of attention from the Ghanaians. 
This was first evident on our opening 
fixture day, when our football match was 
officiated by a referee and linesmen who 
had recently been overseeing the Ghanaian 
first division! However, in contrast to the 
top quality officials, the conditions we were 
faced with were not so great. The ground 
was solid and the lines for the netball court 
had to be sprayed on top of the football 
pitch, but these flaws were immaterial as 
the matches  the football and netball teams 
played were exhilarating. The heat played 
a factor as players were constantly subbing 
in and out but the first game in a very 
foreign climate against a friendly – but very 
competitive – opposition was something 
special. The results, a 1-1 draw for the 
footballers and 12-4 and 5-2 victories for 
the netball A and B teams respectively, 
were a good way to end the day. 

Each team played another three games 
with the netballers remaining undefeated 

throughout and the footballers drawing 
another two and losing one game 3-1. The 
loss came to the ‘Ghanaian Academy for 
Young Footballers’ where the promising 
footballers from the south of Ghana 
trained and tried to earn a contract with a 
professional team.
On two of the days when we weren’t 

playing a fixture, we travelled to a local 
school - and ran long training sessions 
for primary children on one day and 
secondary on another. Each day attracted 
a large number of pupils for us to oversee 
and try to transmit some of our exercises 
and skills to. Both training days were 
highly enjoyable for the coaches and the 
Ghanaians and it was very pleasing to see 
the Ghanaian children singing and smiling 
all throughout the afternoons. 

A day after the second coaching session, 
we helped organise and run a football and 
netball tournament for four local schools. 
Arriving early in the morning, we split into 
groups and set about drawing out pitches 
with bags of chalk, putting nets on the 
football goals and moving netball posts 
into position. Students then took turns 
officiating matches and, once all games 
had been played, presented prizes to the 
winning teams and donated kit to every 
school.

Aside from sport, there were plenty of 
opportunities to experience the culture of 

Ghana. As a group some of the places we 
visited included: ‘Elmina Fort’ – the last 
slave port to be closed in Ghana; ‘Kakum 
National Park’ where we saw monkeys 
in the wild as we walked the canopy 
walkways; and ‘Green Turtle Lodge’ where 
we were treated to the spectacle of a 
mother green turtle laying her eggs. The 
impression of Africa I had before hand was 
that of extreme poverty and struggling 
to survive, however after witnessing the 
Ghanaian culture my views have changed. 
It’s true that the people live without luxury 
and in basic living conditions, however 
there are plentiful supplies of fish and 
vegetables in the area which keeps the 
locals healthy and the area is not as poor 
as one may think. The locals always seemed 
happy to share the little they have with 
strangers and were interested in us, always 
chatting and trying to teach us songs.

Both the students and Chesham High 
donated kit and equipment to be given 
to the Ghanaians. Chesham High provided 
four sets of netball posts, something 
that was received with open arms, 
considering that the district – the size 
of Buckinghamshire – only had two sets 
of posts beforehand. Money from the 
students was used to buy a bench and carve 
‘Chesham High School Sports Tour 2009’ on 
it to provide a memento from the tour and 
leave something for future visitors to enjoy.

An African Adventure

View from our bedroom door

 Chesham High School, with opposition



56 Hilltop News Hilltop News 57

covered 400 miles. At every little bar tabac 
where they stopped, George would walk 
in wearing his cycling gear and gesture 
towards the TV. He would astonish the 
locals by naming every rider in the leading 
group for each stage of the Tour de France. 
George had no French but words were not 
needed, as much smiling, exclaiming, hand 
shaking and back slapping always followed. 
He was utterly in his element. On this trip 
George was reliving a week’s round-trip 
cycle ride from Newcastle to Paris, which he 
had made in his early 20’s with his mates. 

These last sentences are exactly as 
George himself wrote:

“I can honestly say I spent my happiest 
years in the Chilterns and village life really 
appealed to me. I made wonderful friends 
here and was involved in most of the village 
activities. I would do it all over again, given 
the choice”.

I would like to thank everyone for the 
cards, flowers and kind wishes, also for 
all the help I have received in the last 
few weeks, everyone has been so kind.

George was a good man, very well 
liked and loved. He was loving, kind, and 
generous in every way, funny and always 
ready for a good laugh. Remember him 
that way.

Madeline Finlay

GEORGE FINLAY
23 December 1927 - 27 January 2010

George left a short summary of his life and 

this tribute is based on his own words with 

added recollections from some of his many 

friends…

George Finlay was born in 1927 and 
brought up in Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 
During WW II he was evacuated 

to Cumberland for two years and then 
returned home to Newcastle. He left school 
at 14 and worked for a large transport 
company in their traffic office. Before his 
17th birthday George volunteered for the 
Royal Navy and served on minesweepers, 
mainly in the Far East, Borneo, Malaya and 
Rangoon. George left the Navy in his early 
20’s, returned to ‘Civvy Street’ and resumed 
his cycling. He took up racing for about ten 
years with the now extinct British League of 
Racing Cyclists. 

He came down south to look for work 
and landed a job with Unilever in Chesham 
where he met Madeline, his wife-to-be, 
who worked for the same company. They 
married in 1965 and lived in St Leonards 
and later in Buckland Common, where 
their children Alison and Simon grew up. 
Alison married Terry and they emigrated 
to Australia where they live now with their 
children Paige and Kyle. Simon married 
Lisa and they live in Aylesbury with their 
children James, Ben and Grace. George 
and Madeline have been blessed with five 
beautiful grandchildren who are a real 
pride and joy. At the age of 56 George 
took redundancy from Unilever and 
began working locally as a self-employed 
gardener. 

George was a man of many parts. He was 
very sociable and treated everyone exactly 
the same. He would do anyone a good 
turn, without seeking favour or benefit. He 
was one of our real village characters. No 

one would ever forget seeing George in his 
role as ‘the mirror on the wall’ in a village 
pantomime, ‘Snow White’. He had to learn 
a few lines, which he wrote in biro on the 
palms of his hands, but on stage he still 
stumbled over his words and caused much 
hilarity. Another starring role was as a Yeti. 

George must have held a record for 
the number of house keys he held. He will 
be remembered by so many families for 
tending their plants, feeding cats, walking 
dogs and diligently keeping an eye on 
things while they were away. George 
enjoyed his own garden but looking after 
his allotment gave him a chance to give 
advice and to gossip, especially with the 
allotment ladies. He was involved with 
the Horticultural Society for many years 
running extremely successful raffles with 
help from Madeline. In recognition of this 
he was made a life member of the Society.
George continued cycling regularly. One 

expedition was with several young lads 
from the village to do the Flora ‘London 
to Brighton Cycle Ride’. Later on there 
was a week’s youth hostelling through 
the Cotswolds with Windsor Thomas. This 
journey was a good warm up for a more 
serious adventure when George turned 
60 and asked Windsor to join him on a 
week’s cycle tour of Normandy. In all they 

THANK YOU DISTRIBUTORS
After the production team has put 
Hilltop News to bed, the volunteer 
distributors, under the guidance of 
Rosemary Pearce and Anne Butterworth, 
set to work delivering to around 600 
households in the Hilltop Villages. 
Grateful thanks then, in no particular 
order, to: Sue Jepson, Sylvia Cheek, 
Imogen Vallance, Karola Strong, Ann 
Lake, Sally Reynolds, Eirlys Tyler, Sheila 
Davies, Mrs Lamasz, Gill Fleckney, Pam 
Worthington, James Watson, Jenny 
Parsons, Carol Kingston, Sheila Weiner, 
John Farmer, Rita Timberlake, Steve and 
Kay Bass. 
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My last article focused on the life 

cycle of the honey bee – a tiny insect 

with which man has enjoyed a special 

relationship for thousands of years. He 

was quick to recognise and appreciate 

the nourishing virtues of energy-rich 

honey which he has been harvesting 

since early history. It is relatively recently 

that ‘wild’ honey hunting and gathering 

gave way to domestic farming involving 

the construction of dedicated hives; the 

modern (movable frame) hive did not 

arrive until the 1850s.

This development has enabled 
beekeepers and researchers to study 
the insect’s fascinating life and habits 

at very close quarters. It also means that the 
relatively recent and alarming sharp decline 
in managed bee populations has been 
quickly identified and measured with some 
precision. These days, we have become 
accustomed to reading about the regular 
fall in animal, bird, insect populations. The 
plunge in bee numbers is specially alarming 
because of our dependence on this little 
creature: the production of about a third 
of our food – one bite in three - is said to 
depend on its pollination of flowers and 
blossom. The growing of most vegetables 
and fruits would suffer and the loss of 
pasture would cut meat production. The 
value to us of the bee as a pollinator 
is estimated to be a hundred times the 
market price of the honey it produces; 
honey is just a side line!
It is true that the ‘domestic’, managed 

Buzzing off 
honey bee is 
responsible 
for only an 
estimated 
15% of plant 
pollination – 
shared with 
more numerous ‘wild’ bees, birds, bats,  
butterflies, moths and other insects. But 
there is strong evidence to suggest that 
these other pollinators also are suffering a 
potentially catastrophic decline in numbers. 
What we see happening in our hives is also 
going on in the wild.

It is easier to quantify the loss of 
managed colonies – about 30% over the 
last three years – than to explain why this 
is happening. Research in the USA has 
been more thorough than elsewhere in 
the world, probably because the vanishing 
bee problem in that country has been 
particularly worrying. The honey bee was 
introduced to America by the Spanish in 
the 1600s to encourage the growth of more 
diverse crops. In the 1940s there were about 
6 million managed colonies in the USA: the 
current figure of about 2.5 million is the 
lowest for 50 years.
In 2006, a little understood phenomenon 

labelled CCD (Colony Collapse Disorder) 
started devastating managed bee colonies 
in the USA and has since spread to several 
European countries but not yet, it is said, 
to the UK. The signs of CCD are the same 
everywhere. Worker bees disappear 
abruptly from hives, leaving behind larvae, 
pupae and honey which would normally be 
snapped up quickly by other bees, wasps, 
insects and predator mammals. Yet these 
tasty morsels are left untouched, as if 

not yet in the UK. The pesticide impairs 
bees’ communication, homing flight and 
foraging ability, learning and immune 
system. The chemicals that kill the bees can 
also eliminate nectar sources for pollinators 
and destroy host plants for moth and 
butterfly larvae. It takes a long time for 
traces of pesticides to disappear; recent 
analyses of pollens detected DDT which has 
been banned for 25 years!
Like all other creatures, the bee has 

to contend also with viruses and these 
can spread quickly. Arriving first in the 
1960s (1992 in England), a parasitic mite 
called Varroa has severely impacted 
the beekeeping industry: a significant 
infestation will lead to the death of an 
entire bee colony. The nasty mite attaches 
itself to the body of the bee at various 
stages of its development and weakens the 
insect by sucking its bodily fluids. 
Many other theories are put forward for 

the honey bee’s (and probably all bees’) 
decline. These include climatic chaos, where 
prolonged wet weather in the summer 
confines the bee to the hive and reduces 
the time available for gathering the nectar 
to see it through the winter. Then there 
is the theory that radiation from mobile 
phones is upsetting the bee’s navigation 
system as it forages for up to two miles 
away from the hive: it could be fatal to lose 
its sense of direction!
In the UK, a national database is being 

set up to monitor CCD following a fall of 
15% in managed bee populations here 
in the last two years. The National Bee 
Unit, funded by the D of E, will be used 
to establish whether the honey industry 
with its 20,000 beekeepers is under threat 
from supposed CCD. One can only feel 
sceptical that any answer will emerge 
quickly considering the USA’s difficulty in 
pinpointing the problem after over four 
years’ investigation.

Jim Hetherington 758836 

tainted. There are no dead bees to examine 
– they have buzzed off! 

Four years on, the search for an answer 
continues; no single factor has been 
isolated. As you might expect, the most 
likely causes can be ascribed to human 
interference and practices! One such is the 
development of monoculture – the sowing 
of huge tracts of land with a single crop 
variety. As a result, the poor bee in that 
area has a mono diet in the summer and 
then is often fed one food all winter (such 
as corn syrup in the USA). Lack of diversity 
makes the bee prone to diseases.

This intensive farming creates a special 
demand for large numbers of pollinators at 
set times of the year. Farmers began paying 
beekeepers to haul their hives across the 
country every season, allowing them to 
plant as much as they wanted with higher 
yields than could be possible by relying 
totally on local pollinators. Each spring, 
for example, Californian almond growers 
enlist the services of half of all rented 
colonies in the USA. Having done their 
good work, the bees might then be trucked 
to Washington to work on apple blossom 
or pumpkins. There is evidence that this 
unnatural routine creates stress in the bee 
and reduces its resistance to disease. Once 
established, disease can spread quickly 
through a hive’s densely packed population.

Another human intervention has 
been the development and application 
of pesticides and other agricultural 
chemicals. In parts of China, heavy use of 
pesticides completely wiped out bees and 
other pollinators. In the pear growing 
areas, pollination now has to be done 
by hand! Mapping the insect’s genome 
has revealed that the bee’s capacity to 
detoxify chemicals is much lower than 
other insects. Neocotonoid pesticides were 
introduced in the mid 1990s when mass 
bee disappearances began. The evidence 
that they were killing bees was strong 
enough for this pesticide to be banned or 
suspended in several parts of Europe – but 

HILLTOP NEWS WILDLIFE
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THE THURSDAY CLUB

We had a successful Quiz Night and 
the £150 profit will be donated 
to the St Leonards Village Hall 

Driveway Appeal. Thank you.
Please come to the Thursday Club Barn 

Dance on 15 April at 7.30pm at St Leonards 
Village Hall. There will be food but please 
BYOB. Tickets are £6.00 for members and 
£7.50 for non-members. 

Guy Williams

100 CLUB WINNERS
January 2010

1st Prize    £15 
Mr M Henry, Buckland Common

2nd Prize  £15 
Mrs J Mariscotti, Arrewig Lane

February 2010
1st Prize  £25 
Mrs J Matthews, Rays Hill 
2nd Prize  £15 
Mr J Philmester, Chivery
3rd Prize  £15   
Mr and Mrs N Jones, Buckland Common

March 2010
1st Prize  £15   
Mrs M Waite, Coppice Farm Park
2nd Prize  £15 
Mrs M Reynolds, Bellingdon

Answers to Local History Group Quiz on page 9

1.  Inside St Leonards Church you can admire 
the impressive memorial to Major General 
Cornelius Wood, who fought alongside the 
Duke of Marlborough in the early 1700s and 
was the benefactor who helped restore the 
then very dilapidated church building which 
had suffered greatly during Cromwell’s 
Commonwealth era in what, architecturally, 
is known as the Royalist Style.

2.  The Buckland Common Social Club Room, 
once located aside Bottom Road was a 
modest wooden hut, built in 1896 on land 
and with money from the Rothschilds. 
Sadly, in the 1920s, a paraffin heater was 
left unattended and the hut was destroyed. 
It was soon replaced by a First World War 
Canadian Army hut brought up from RAF 
Halton which served the community well, 
latterly being the place for payment of 
quarterly electricity bills! It eventually fell 
into a state of irretrievable disrepair in the 
1980s. 

3. C holesbury Parish Room, as it was originally 
called, was built in 1895 on land provided 
by a banker from Tring called Frederick 
Butcher. Soon it was taken over to become 
‘A Men’s Room’ - membership 1d per week. 
Later it served the whole community who 
can thank the intense rivalry between 
the two Tring Bankers, Rothschild and 
Butcher, who sought to outdo each other in 
benevolent deeds.

4.  The Mission Hall in Hawridge was 
inaugurated in 1879 by The Kings Road 
Evangelical Church in Berkhamsted. At the 
first meeting, 150 people attended and it 
is clear from one of the readings chosen 
to celebrate this first event how the state 
of godliness of the folk in these parts 
was viewed at the time … “The desert 
shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose.” It 
remained a place of worship for 100 years 
and is now a private house.

CURVACEOUS COOK 
Easy Lemon Tart

Six years ago I gave a recipe for lemon tart, but recently found this much easier version. It can be fancied up by caramelising 

the top, but frankly is pretty good just as it is. I haven’t tried freezing the whole tart, but you can certainly make the pastry 

case ahead of time and cook from frozen when you need it. It may be made the day before you eat it, and personally I think 

that it is better served warm or cold rather than hot as the flavour improves as it cools.

For an 8” tart tin (ideally with a push up bottom)…

Sweet pastry:

100g plain flour

Pinch salt

50g butter cut into small bits

50g caster sugar

2 egg yolks

2 drops vanilla extract

I use a processor and whizz up the butter, salt and flour, then pulse in the sugar, egg yolks and vanilla till just clumping. Tip 

out onto work surface and gently knead into a ball. Chill for 30 minutes, then roll out to be just higher than the tin as the 

pastry will shrink a bit.

Bake the case blind with greaseproof paper and something to keep it down, eg beans to prevent the bottom rising up, for 

about 15 minutes, gas 3/170/325/floor of the top oven of Aga, then cool completely.

Filling:

4 eggs, plus 1 yolk, beaten lightly with 200g caster sugar until smooth 

Whisk in 150ml double cream

Whisk in juice and grated rind of 2 lemons

Pour or spoon the filling into the case, and bake for 50 minutes on gas 2/150/300 until just set. It will continue to set a bit as 

it cools. I put it on the floor of the top oven of the Aga for 15 minutes, and then in the bottom oven for about 20 minutes.

When the tart is cooked and slightly cooled, remove from the tin to finish cooling,.This will help the sides to crisp up a bit.

I think a little single cream drizzled over is perfect, but also lovely with a scoop of a good vanilla ice cream.

Lulu Stephen bellngdonm@hotmail.com

WOOPS!  We were coming back in a 
cab recently which was, most definitely, 
used to city streets rather than country 
lanes, so I warned the driver about the 
potholes around here. As we neared 
Broomstick Lane he commented that 
the roads reminded him of home. When 
I asked where home was, his reply...
Bangladesh!!....Imogen Vallance
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Hilltop News
We welcome all news, letters and articles which are of general interest and relevance to 

the Hilltop Villages. Material for inclusion in the June/July (limited) edition should be sent 
to Imogen Vallance (Societies), or Anne Butterworth (Church Matters) by 9 May latest. All 
other news, views and material should go directly to the editor, Graham Lincoln. Please 

note that photos sent online must be at least 2,500 x 1,750 pixels in size.. 
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