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Looking
forward (not
back) to a
Happy Easter!

Thanks to all those who ensured that
deliveries of post, papers and other goods
were unaffected during the heavy snow in
February.

Last year Easter had come and gone by
the time the April/May issue of Hilltop
News came out, catching me out by being
so early and therefore the festival got no
mention. So this year I look at Easter with
more than my usual interest.

I

reminded myself why Easter dates vary.
Checking my reference book I read that
in AD325, the Council of Nicaea decided
that Easter should be celebrated on the first
full moon on or after the Spring Equinox
(the day on which there are equal hours of
light and dark). So Easter Day can come as
early as March 22, or as late as April 25.
Symbols and customs
The white lily – as the symbol of the
resurrection – is the special Easter flower.
Hares or rabbits and coloured eggs are
ancient symbols of new life and are now
connected with Easter. Traditionally, hardboiled eggs were given as Easter presents.
Today, to the preference of most of us,
Easter eggs are usually made of chocolate.
On Good Friday, hot-cross buns are a
feature for many. The Greeks and Romans,
as well as Saxons, ate bread marked with
a cross. The early Christians took up this
custom: the cross, for them, standing for
the cross on which Jesus died.

‘Feeling the cold? Not Geoff the Post!’

Have a Happy Easter!
Graham Lincoln
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HILLTOP BUSINESS
DIRECTORY

T

hose of you who do not subscribe to
the village Grapevine may be unaware
that a local Business Directory has
recently been compiled and is available
in pdf format via email. The directory lists
the contact details of businesses located
within the villages, businesses run by
local residents which may be of interest,
plus recommendations that have been
requested on the Grapevine which could be
anything from a plumber to a babysitter.
Those who advertise in the Hilltop
News have also been listed, on the proviso
that they continue to do so. Oliver Parsons
has also compiled an excellent list of
‘who to contact’ to report water leaks,
flytipping etc. If you would like a copy sent
to you by email or you would like to be
included in the next update please contact
janethopkinson@tiscali.co.uk.

WELCOMING
NEWCOMERS TO OUR
VILLAGES

NATS UPDATE: SECOND
CONSULTATION

hank you so much to all of you
who sent me your feedback on the
‘Welcome to the Hilltop Villages’
leaflet. It was most valuable. We will be
re-issuing the leaflet later in the year with
some amendments, and of course reference
to the contacts list recently created for
distribution by Grapevine. Please do
remember to let me know if you know of
any newcomers to the village so we can
ensure they get a copy of the Hilltop News
and welcome leaflet. You can contact me
on 758017 or Helen@pert1.freeserve.co.uk

revised proposals to redraw the aircraft

T

Helen Pert

Business Bulletins
Anyone requesting a copy of the Directory
will also be kept informed monthly about
any special promotions being run by
local businesses and in particular what is
happening at the local pubs, which really
need supporting at present.

W.H.A Upholstery
RE-UPHOLSTERY SPECIALIST
IN
ANTIQUE & MODERN FURNITURE
ALSO LOOSE COVERS

Free Estimates No Obligation

01494 862821 (Day)
01628 521210 (Evenings)
21 Haleacre Workshop, Watchet Lane
Little Kingshill, Great Missenden. HP16 0DR
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NATS is to conduct a new consultation, on
route map in the area of south-east
England known as Terminal Control North
(TCN). This follows detailed consideration
of feedback received during our original
consultation in 2008; and from meetings
last autumn with local authorities and
representatives of AONBs to discuss
feedback and options.

T

he second consultation will be later
this year, the date still to be decided,
although it will not be before July.
The revised airspace design is still being
formulated, tested and assessed for safety,
operational efficiency and impact on
populations.
Alternative design rules for the use
of Precision Area Navigation (P-RNAV)
technology, which keeps an aircraft on
the route centre line more precisely than
today’s ground-based beacon technology,
and which the Civil Aviation Authority
requires as the basis for all new airspace
design work, means that new options for
some routes in the TCN area can now be
considered.
The result is that in some instances we
hope to present an alternative route for
consideration, to allow a degree of choice
for those in the area affected. We are also
looking in detail at the precise positions of
the holds in the original TCN consultation
and whether it is possible to include an
alternative option upon which interested
parties can offer a view.
We must emphasise that these proposals
are not associated with any proposed
airport developments such as a Stansted
second runway or Heathrow third runway:
they address existing air management issues
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in this region. Any future planning approval
for an airport development may require
further airspace changes which would also
be subject to consultation.
In the original consultation – which ran
from 21 February to 19 June 2008 – we
received 578 responses from MPs, local
authorities, parish councils, environmental
groups and other representative bodies.
A further 14,674 responses were received
from members of the public. More than a
million pages were downloaded from our
consultation website.
Many people were concerned that
the proposal was a ‘done deal’ and that
NATS would not listen to feedback. We
have been similarly clear that it was a
genuine consultation and that we would
listen to the views expressed: this second
consultation demonstrates that we did
listen and we have taken note and where
possible options will be included for
consideration. However, we are also very
clear that doing nothing is not an option:
and that the number of options available
to us is extremely limited in this airspace,
which is some of the most complex and
congested in the world.
We will make contact again when
we are able to confirm the dates for the
consultation.
TCN Consultation Team
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LOCAL HISTORY
GROUP
Cholesbury-cum-St Leonards Parish – the
first 75 years: a talk and exhibition

T

he start of April
marks the 75th
Anniversary of the
formation of the parish
of Cholesbury-cum-St
Leonards, comprising
the villages of Buckland
Common, Cholesbury, Hawridge and St
Leonards. To celebrate this, the talk at
8.15pm on Friday 3 April at St Leonards
Village Hall and the exhibition on display
that evening and from 10.30am on Saturday
4 April, will be all about the events,
locations and people of interest over this 75
year period.
Unlike today, in 1934 there was no mains
water or drainage and no refuse collection.
Most houses were without electricity, very
few would have had a telephone and
there were no public telephone boxes.
Interestingly, more like today, in the 1940s
and 50s there were concerns about speeding
cars, infrequent bus services, blocked
footpaths and the lack of availability of
affordable housing.  
Throughout the 75 years, the Hilltop
village community has always been keen
to support a varied assortment of social
events, commemorate national occasions
and celebrate anniversaries, so we hope you
will join in this tradition by coming along
on Friday evening or Saturday morning to
learn about the recent history of the Hilltop
Villages.

‘Beating the Bounds’
Just a brief mention that we are in the
process of organising a ‘Beating of the
Bounds’ on Saturday 13 June as part of the
Parish’s 75th Anniversary. Details of where
and when it starts and how to join in will
be in the next edition of Hilltop News and
posted on notice boards.  In the meantime,
if you want to know what this is all about
visit the Local History Group page on www.
cholesbury.com and read the article entitled
‘Beating the Bounds - when walking round
in circles makes good sense’.
Walk Back in Time – Bronze, Bricks,
Bankruptcy and Bloomsbury
We have been invited by The Chilterns
AONB to host a guided walk around
Cholesbury as part of their programme of
historic walks and events in the Chilterns.   
The walk will cover about 3 miles and is
taking place on Saturday 25 April at 10am,
starting from Cholesbury Common by the
Cricket Club car park. The walk is free but
donations will be welcome and advance
booking is essential via Chilterns AONB,
Cathy Rose on 01844 355506 or by email to
crose@chilternsaonb.org
Chris Brown 758890

Annual General Meeting
Our Members Evening and AGM takes place
on Friday 1st May at Cholesbury Village
Hall, starting promptly at 8pm. We will hold
a very swift AGM followed by a couple of
interesting talks from members. We look
forward to seeing you there.
6
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THE COUNTY COUNCIL

S

pring is just around
the corner after
the most severe
winter in recent years.
I have been out with
Mike Barber, the local
technician, marking up
potholes for repair caused
by the frost and snow,
and sincerely hope the extra work gangs
employed by the County Council will repair
our roads as speedily as possible. Happily,
during the cold weather, everyone relying
on social services was visited as usual
despite the road conditions.  
The NATS decision to abandon their
consultation on increased flights over the
Chilterns AONB was excellent news and
I do sincerely thank everyone who made
the effort to write and make their feelings
known. We must be on the case when they
review their proposals, since the tranquillity
of the Chilterns is one of the criteria cited
as making Buckinghamshire the best place
to live in England in terms of social values.
The financial crisis facing the UK has
made the County Council deliberate long
and hard about the level of Council Tax that
it will raise in 2009/10. Inflation is down and
there have been extra checks and balances
this year in arriving at an increase of 3.7%.
In Buckinghamshire, 80% of the council
tax is raised from local residents, whereas
outside the South East up to 80% comes
from the government. The PCT, which
receives 18% less funding than the national
average, continues to resolve its financial
shortfall. All of this seems very unjust
bearing in mind the level of tax we pay!
The Audit Commission has given
Buckinghamshire a 4* rating again this year,
saying that “The Council delivers a range
of high quality services, while maintaining
below average council tax and net revenue
expenditure”. This is clearly excellent
news for local residents and reflects well
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on our staff and members. “School results
are among the best and have improved
still further.” Several grammar schools,
including  Dr Challoner’s, achieved 100%
pass rate with 5 GCSE’s A* to C, including
English and Mathematics whilst Chesham
High also did brilliantly, gaining 99%. These
really fantastic results give our children the
best possible start in life. Dr Challoner’s
and the Royal Grammar School have been
oversubscribed this year and some local
boys have been offered places at Aylesbury
Grammar in order to meet their academic
needs.  
Many of you will know that the County
Council is up for re-election on the 4 June.
I am out and about knocking on doors and
look forward to meeting you in the coming
weeks.During the past four years it has
been possible to resolve many residents’
concerns at County Hall by speaking at
planning meetings, working closely with
the Parish Council, resisting applications for
motorised vehicles to use Byways Open to
All Traffic (BOATS), supporting local projects
through the Community Leaders’ fund and
helping people to access local services.
May I wish you all a very Happy Easter
Holiday and I do hope the weather is a lot
warmer so that we can enjoy our country
pursuits and our gardens in the longer days
ahead.
Tricia Birchley 01296 621138
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THE PARISH COUNCIL

L

ast month saw the demise of the
Chiltern Local Area Committee. This
was a forum which gave Parishes
the opportunity to discuss matters of
common interest with District and County
Councils and other representative bodies.
A comprehensive consultation was carried
out before replacing this body with the
new ‘Local Area Forum’. As far as we know,
all the Parishes in Chilterns, together with
the District Council and even our own
County Councillor, strongly objected to the
proposals, but they have been imposed
by County regardless of our views. The
Parish Council feels that, as we have no
option, we might as well see how the new
arrangements will work as it would certainly
not be in our interests to ignore them.
One of the advantages of the Local Area
Committee was that it distributed funds
under a ‘delegated budget’ to Parish and
Town Councils. The Parish has obtained
funding on previous occasions for local
projects and the good news is that, under
the delegated budget, Bucks County Council
has agreed to renovate the small area in
Buckland Common in front of the Post Box.  
The budget for this work is £5,000.
Just in case you are feeling that this
money could have been better spent filling
potholes, I should tell you that this is totally
unrelated to the main highways budget.
Talking of potholes, the Bucks CC ‘Road
Gang’ is due to make an appearance in
the Parish in the week commencing 16
March. We have provided them with a
comprehensive list of potholes and hope to
get some action.
We have also reminded Bucks CC that
many of our drains are still blocked. In
particular Bottom Road, close to Gilberts Hill
has virtually no clear gullies.
We have heard from NATS that the
consultation on air traffic routes will be
revised and re-issued later this year. We will
follow this up with interest and respond
8

accordingly. If you want to keep an eye on
the situation go to www.nats.co.uk.
Next Parish Council meeting is Monday 27
April at St Leonards Parish Hall. You have a
legal right to attend, so why not give it a go.
David Clarke,
Clerk to the Council 758567
Parish Council 75th Anniversary
1 April 2009
Great progress is being made by organisations and
the churches in the Parish in organising events in
celebration of our Anniversary. Please see below the
latest position:
APRIL 2009
Thu 2 9.45am

 &C School coffee morning with
H
music by the Children.
Fri 3 8.15pm
Local History Group “The First 75
Years”.
Sat 4 10.30am Local History Group 75 years
Exhibition.
MAY
Mon 4

JUNE
Sat 13
Fri 26
JULY
Sat 11

AUGUST
Sat 29

 ricket Club Six-a-Side tournament.
C
St.Mary’s Hawridge Spring Fair
ploughman’s lunches
and cream teas at
Cholesbury Village Hall.
L ocal History Group ‘Beating
the Bounds’ (walking the Parish
boundary).
St.Mary’s Hawridge Patronal Festival.
F amily Sports Day sponsored and
organised by the Parish Council at
St.Leonards Parish Hall and field with
musical rides by Pony Club members.
 orticultural Society Annual 70th
H
Anniversary Show, which will have
75th anniversary classes.

SEPTEMBER
Fri 18 or Sat 19 St. Leonards Church concert evening.
FEBRUARY 2010
Wed 17 - Sat 20 Pantomime sponsored by the
Parish Council.
The following events are currently being organised
and further details will be included in future updates:
Civic Service to be led by Rev’d David Burgess.
St.Laurence’s Church-beating the parochial parish
bounds.
Full details of all events will be published in due
course and posted on notice boards and Grapevine as
appropriate. Any suggestions or ideas for events will
be most welcome, as will volunteers!
Please contact Caroline Coates on 758102 or
John Allen on758095.
Hilltop News
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Latest news of
hilltop pubs

A

s the economic reality begins to
take its toll on pub trade, some of
our local establishments are trying
to extend their range of offerings. The
Full Moon is encouraging use of its private
room facilities by social circles and offering
regular cream teas. The Rose and Crown has
added special attractions such as ticketed
comedy nights. The Bull is expanding its
village pub format to add larger events
such as bands, beer fests and a tug of war.
In times such as those that appear to be
coming, one is reminded of a Pennsylvania
Dutch saying, “If we had some eggs, we
could have ham and eggs if we had some
ham”.
The Bull
The Bull was taken over as a free house
by a private investor in late 2004. After a
brief closure, Sandra and Peter have been
managing The Bull on behalf of its owner
for the past four months. Before reopening,
the public areas were refreshed, and the
kitchen facilities were refurbished. Since
then, it is now trading successfully as a
village pub.
The new managers use locally sourced
products to the greatest practical extent.
Thus, the three real ale engines in the bar
normally deliver cask ales from the Tring
and Marlow Breweries. There are also a
traditional cider and a perry on tap.
In addition to their business as usual
public house activities, The Bull will put on
a series of larger events which will be held
in marquees or the open air. The first of
these will be a local rock band playing in a
marquee in early April. In early May, there
will be another marquee event surrounding
a beer festival and featuring a Big Band
playing swing music, a blues band and
finally a tug of war competition. In mid
10

May, an open air Songs of Praise is planned.
Looking further ahead, planning
permission has been applied for to enhance
the existing public house by adding a new
restaurant, kitchen and disabled facilities.  
Permission is also sought to provide
Bed and Breakfast accommodation and
increased car parking.
The Full Moon
St George’s Day will be exuberantly
celebrated again this year with The Revd
David Burgess opening the proceedings
with a blessing of the flag of St George.
The Hawridge and Cholesbury school choir
will support a patriotic singalong session.
Booking is a must to join in on the lunch
service.
This year, the Hawridge and Cholesbury
Commons Preservation Society Summer
Party will be held at The Full Moon on
Saturday evening, 4 July. This lively event is
a fund raiser to support the out-of-pocket
costs of the Society’s endeavours.You will
find more about this in the Society’s column
in Hilltop News.
The Black Horse
Life at The Black Horse is continuing very
much on the same course it has been
following under the management of Mick
and Janet Goodchild. The ever phlegmatic
Mick does allow, however, that business
could be a little better if it were not for
those pesky doubts about the economy
affecting the spending priorities of some of
the local punters.

Marc and Kerry, newly wed and landlords at
The Rose and Crown

a series of special events. The Rose and
Crown now regularly puts on quiz nights on
alternate Mondays. Since the first ‘Comedy
Lounge’ successfully played to a full house
earlier this winter, it is planned to make
comedy nights a monthly event starting this
April.
At the end of March, the pub sponsored
a ‘Race Night’ for ‘Dreams Come True’
which is a national charity that makes the
dreams of terminally or seriously ill children
become a reality.
Bill Ingram 758258

The Rose and Crown
Marc and Kerry took over the Rose and
Crown in August 2008 as a couple who
were engaged to be married. In late
February this year, they were married at St
Mary’s Church of Amersham. The ceremony
was followed by a reception, sit down
meal and, in the evening, a spit pig roast
in a marquee at the Rose and Crown. A
honeymoon in the Maldives has followed.
As they settle in to the life of landlords,
Mr and Mrs Heywood have introduced
Hilltop News
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Snow?
What snow?
The heavy, disruptive snow we experienced
in January brought back particularly vivid
memories to one of our local residents.
Former Football League referee Gordon
Kew looks back to 1963, when no fewer
than 470 professional soccer matches were
postponed that winter. Gordon takes up
the story.

B

y the end of January during this ‘big
freeze’, the FA decided to try and
play a few games around the country.
I was appointed linesman in the FA Cup
game at Tranmere Rovers, who were to
play Chelsea. I travelled by bus from the
outskirts of Leeds to the railway station:
yes, they used to run in heavy snow! The
ticket collector asked where I was going
then said, “There’s only one other person
on the train: Ken Wolstenholme from the
BBC”. The late Ken, as football enthusiasts
will know, is probably the most famous of
all football commentators: renowned for
his commentary on England’s World Cup
final victory in 1966, and the now immortal
words when spectators ran on to the pitch
as England’s final goal went in “They think
it’s all over – it is now!”
Where is Tranmere, you may ask. The
club play in Birkenhead, on the Mersey
opposite Liverpool. To get across you take
the Mersey Ferry from Pier Head or drive
through the Mersey Tunnel. As we were
about to leave Liverpool station we heard
that sailing was cancelled today.
Ken then summoned the Stationmaster.
He told him, “I am commentating on the
only match being played today and this
(pointing to me) is the linesman: you must
help us get there”. A hire car was instantly
12

provided: the initials BBC stood for much in
those days!
It was noon as we approached the
Tunnel and we came to a stop in massed
traffic. The driver insisted we would never
get to the match. “Stop by this policeman”,
said Ken. He announced himself and
explained the urgency of the situation.
To my astonishment, we were allowed
to drive up the emergency lane, where
the reverse traffic was halted while we
made our way through the Tunnel in the
‘wrong’ direction. Ultimately we arrived at
the ground with the policeman riding on
the mudguard clearing a path with much
gesticulation. The crowd parted obligingly.
The match was played in treacherous,
farcical conditions. Chelsea wore gloves!
Imagine what the scousers thought of that.
My last sight of Ken was of him climbing
down from a rickety scaffold platform five
minutes from the end of the match. After
all the effort, the game ended in a draw,
and a replay!
Ken had asked for a police escort back
to Liverpool Lime Street to catch the 5.15
to London, where he was due to present
Match of the Day. I made my weary way
home to Leeds arriving just before ten.
Margaret switched on the TV, and there
appeared the urbane Ken Wolstenholme,
unfazed by the harsh winter. Although we
were both in football for many years to
come, our paths never again crossed.

Hilltop News
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IT’S A TOUCHER!

A

CURVACEOUS COOK

nyone passing St Leonards Village
hall on a Monday afternoon and
hearing the above exclamation
in an excited high pitched voice could be
forgiven for suspecting that “something
was going on”. The cry might soon be
followed by a number of dull thumps
and further cries of “Shot Wood” or “Too
Heavy”. Worry not good people – the
explanation is simple, moral and healthy.
For the last few weeks both on Monday
and Friday afternoon, a number of locals
have come together to play Short-mat
bowls: the game only became possible after
the extension of the village hall which is
now the exact length for this gentle but
skilled and highly competitive sport.  
Each session is supervised by two regular
players with many years experience.  Up
to now, most players are novices and club
bowls or woods are available for beginners,
so apart from soft flat shoes and the
ability to roll a ball there are no other
requirements.  
The two hour sessions start at 2.30pm
and cost £3.00 per head including tea and
biscuits but, to tempt absolute beginners,
the first session is free. If you are interested
contact Bob Wilson on 01296 625523.

Really easy Lemon Cheesecake
Do you remember the days when cheesecake was a dinner party favourite? I had a friend who
made the lightest and most delicious ones, and my children still remember them although the last
time they tried one of hers was 12 years ago!
I came across this recipe when putting together a special family celebration meal, and it was a
winner. Really easy to make, and needs to be made the day before and chilled. I prefer the cooked
variety as they are not as sweet as the uncooked versions. High time they had a comeback we feel!
Base:
150g smashed digestive biscuits mixed with
50g melted unsalted butter.
Push into a tin approx 20cm (8”across) and chill.
Filling:
In a food processor or mixer, place:
350g full fat soft cheese (I actually used a lighter one with good effect,
but I think that extra light would miss the whole point a bit!)
150g golden caster sugar (I used 100g, but we don’t like sweet things)
4 medium eggs
Zest and juice of 2 lemons
1tsp vanilla extract
Whizz the whole lot till smooth, then pour over the chilled crust.
Bake on 180ºC fan/200ºC/gas 6/ on rack on bottom of top Aga oven with cold tray in, for about
30 minutes, till just starting to colour and nicely set. It may need a little longer.
At this point you can spread a small tub of sour cream over the top and return to the oven
for 5 minutes, but we just poured some cream and crème fraiche over it on the plate.
Cool, then cover with cling film and chill overnight to encourage the lemony flavour
to really come out.
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HAWRIDGE &
CHOLESBURY
COMMONS
PRESERVATION
SOCIETY
Summer Party

T

his year’s party will be held on
Saturday 4 July, so please note the
date in your diary. Again, we plan to
provide a relaxing evening’s entertainment
for all the family, at a reasonable cost.
Paul Nicholson and the Cholesbury Swing
Quintet will play for us again and there will
be activities for the children. It is always
a great opportunity to meet friends and
neighbours.    
We have enjoyed three wonderful
Summer Parties at Hawridge Place, and
Carys and Eric have always given us a
very warm welcome. However, the cost
of hiring marquees and other items has
increased considerably. In view of this, the
Committee decided to approach Annie and
Peter Alberto at The Full Moon and they
have very generously offered us the use of
their marquees at a reduced rate, in the
Paddock beside the pub garden. As before,
they will cook the meat and provide a chef
to carve and help serve it. This was a great
success last year and their help is very much
appreciated once more.  
The party is a wonderful opportunity for
the community to come together, and we
hope that you will be able to help make it a
success by contributing food, moving chairs
and tables or providing sponsorship. Tickets
will be available from Committee Members
in May/June.
Heather Regeneration
I am sure that you are all familiar with
the Society’s commitment to enhancing
and extending the range of our very
special habitat on the Commons. Acid
grassland is rare in Buckinghamshire and
16

we want to do all we can to encourage
thriving colonies of plants that enjoy these
conditions. After looking at a project that
has been undertaken by the National Trust
on Ashridge Common, in Hertfordshire, we
were inspired to try a small-scale scheme
to extend an area of heather. Ground was
scraped to remove the thatch of richer
and coarser grasses on the surface and we
scattered seed that was gathered from
nearby plants in the autumn of 2007.
Though hard to see at present, there are
hundreds of tiny seedlings, and we realised
that we had probably spread the seed too
liberally. It will take a year or so for these
plants to reach flowering size.   
The rolling of the bracken, in June
or July, which weakens the vigour of
the plants, is also part of this grassland
regeneration, and it has been quite
successful in reducing the height and
number of any bracken plants that might
otherwise gain strength and overcome
smaller plants. The Hemel Hempstead
Conservation Volunteers have helped us
with this. I remember that when we came
to live on the Commons, many years ago,
our children regularly disappeared into
bracken thickets eight or nine feet high.
After the apparent success of the first
heather project, the Society embarked on
a larger area to the north-west of Horse
Block. We informed nearby residents about
our plans and invited comments. The
material removed had to go somewhere
and, given our other concerns about
repairing and preventing damage to
the verges, using it to construct a rough
bund along the edge seemed sensible.
Soil does settle considerably and so the
finished height of the bank will be much
lower than when it was first formed. This
approach to dealing with erosion has
been recommended to us by Kath Daly
(Countryside Officer for the Chilterns
Conservation Board) and it seems to us that
it is potentially the least intrusive and most
natural way of restoring damage.  
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The initial work was done by machinery
and it looks unsightly at present but, at this
time of year, vegetation will quickly spring
up. Hopefully this will consist of the finer
grasses, together with heather seedlings
and some gorse that will inevitably
germinate from seed already in the ground.
If all this is successful, I think that the view
over this part of the Common will look
wonderful and, hopefully, bees will be
attracted to the nectar.
We expect that the area will rapidly
recover. Remember the initial reactions a
few years ago when trees were thinned
and felled, in an area further east, to
create both open grassland and woodland
pasture. After a few months, it became
generally admired.
Though we have received several
positive responses and messages of support,
we are aware that others have shown some
disquiet about the position of the earth
bank. We are happy to discuss the situation
with any concerned residents.    

Butterfly Walk
David Dennis has offered to conduct
another butterfly walk.  These are always
fun and informative and great for children
to enjoy.  We have not set a date yet, but
we will inform the Grapevine if it is before
the next issue of the Hilltop News.
Working Parties
The working parties have completed their
annual programme. They had to abandon
their intended work to deal with all the
damage that was done to trees during an
early snowfall in October, when all the
leaves were still on the trees. This unusual
event meant that there was a lot of extra
weight on the trees and plenty of fallen
limbs to clear. The workers still carry on in
bad conditions, as you can see from Oliver
Parson’s photograph. My thanks to all of
the hardy souls who have participated
throughout the winter.
Linden Bevan-Pritchard(Chairman)

Working party carries on regardless!
Hilltop News
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STEPPING UP TO
THE TOP TIER
Following our
thrilling and
successful entry
into the Chilterns
League last season,
Hawridge &
Cholesbury looks
forward to the
new campaign in
the First Division. Our first league match is
away to Chalfont St Giles on 2 May. This is a
particularly happy return for me: I was born
in the village and have many fond memories
of both the local cricket and football teams.
I hope there will be a few ‘veterans’ about
on the day to share these memories!

O

ur 2nd XI is at home to Englefield
the same day. The Sunday team
(playing friendly matches) begin the
season earlier, April 19 away to Chipperfield,
before a host of home fixtures throughout
the summer.
Steve White again takes the role of First
Team captain, as well as Cricket Manager.
Craig Hill is 2nd team captain, a position
he has undertaken with distinction in the
past, and we welcome his return. Simon
Knight has been Sunday captain and a
committee member for many years. He was
instrumental in promoting the social side
of Sunday cricket and forming the current
structure of officers in the club. Simon now
stands down (but happily will continue
playing) and Andy Holdsworth takes up the
captaincy.
Also leaving the committee is Ann Caple,
who has done a very professional job as
Treasurer for the last five years. The baton
does not pass far – next door in fact – to
18

Back to the pavilion after another good
day’s play.

James Fisher, who moved with his family to
Cholesbury not long ago. The club is grateful
that James has taken up this important
role, which he has already grasped with
enthusiasm. We just need to encourage him
to play!
Barbara Golds keeps up the good work
as colts coordinator. Matches have been
arranged for Under 10, 13, 15 and 17
age groups. Look out for the throng of
youngsters on Thursday evenings from the
beginning of May! Mick Channer, aided and
abetted by Phil Wright, is keeping the social
and fund-raising side of things buzzing.
Many improvements to the clubhouse
have been made throughout the close
season, mainly thanks to handyman Mick
Sargent. In recognition of this, Mick now
joins the committee as Pavilion Manager.
The Club is ever proud to have Katharine
Dallas as Club President who, with son
Trafford and the rest of the Matthews
family, have been most generous supporters
for countless years. Tony Smith keeps things
in order as Chairman and last, but certainly
not least, Alan Brown has a willing hand
in everything. Officially Ground Manager,
keeping the pitch in tip-top condition is
but one of the many tasks Alan does for
Hawridge & Cholesbury CC.
Visit our website
Tony Smith has set up our very own Club
Hilltop News

Hawridge & Cholesbury CC line up for final League match of successful 2008 season; back row
left to right: Jamie Fulks (umpire), Michael Hamblin, Sankalpa Gunasakara, Robin Pritchett, James
Cath, Andrew Wilson, Tony Smith (Chairman), Ray Wright (Vice President).
Front row left to right: Mohammad Rifai, Sean Robinson, Will Saunders, Steve White (Captain).
Suranga Daluwatta, Arshad Badurdeen, William Mills (scorer).

website. Here you can see all the club’s
fixtures, results and league tables and catch
up on the latest news and activities:
www.hawridgecricket.org
Our club’s efforts, as ever, are directed
towards getting more playing members.
We urge anyone in the Hilltop Villages,
whatever your playing strength, to join
our club. If you do not play, then consider
joining as a social member. What better
way of spending a weekend afternoon
than playing or watching village cricket in
the beautiful surroundings of Cholesbury
Common? Everyone is given a warm and
friendly welcome.
Please support Hawridge & Cholesbury
Cricket Club. Give me a call, visit our website,
or come to a practice evening from the
middle of April (weather permitting!),
seniors Wednesdays from 7pm, colts
Thursday 6pm to 8pm. Here’s to a happy and
successful season and, hopefully, a little less
Hilltop News

rain than last season!
Graham Lincoln,
Secretary, Hawridge & Cholesbury Cricket
Club. 758449

Did you know?
• In 1933, H & C considered moving ground.
Club President Gerald Williamson offered
a playing area at Braziers End. After much
soul-searching, the club declined the offer
and continued to play on the common,
where it has been ever since.
• Fred (Logs) Penn, a noteable character
from 1930 to the early 1960s, transported
players to away matches in the back of his
lorry: when not full of logs of course! It is
remembered that Fred, a ‘rustic’ cricketer
in true village style, hit the ball so hard
that often it had to be fished out of the
pond across the Tring road.
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NEIGHBOURHOOD
WATCH

CHOLESBURY-CUM-ST
LEONARDS W.I.

eighbourhood Watch
in these villages
was started some 20
years ago after a very tragic
incident which brought people
together with common concern. Please read
the report of the recent meeting with the
police - a number of important issues were
highlighted. Before current “hard times”,
we were lucky to have very few crimes in this
area but in view of the number of reports
of incidents in recent months, it really is
important to be aware of situations which
require attention and reporting to the
authorities. By having concern for ourselves
and our neighbours and acting, when
necessary (but not by “having a go”, which
is not recommended), criminals might be
apprehended.
Registration numbers are really important,
as are good descriptions of vehicles or persons.
If someone, or a vehicle, appears
suspicious or out of place in any way, ring
0845 8 505 505 and dial 999 if a crime is in
progress.

t the February meeting, Carol
Conlan was pleased to report that
there are 32 paid up members
of our WI, BUT, you do not have to be a
member to come to our meetings – visitors
will always be made very welcome and you
should not be put off by that out-of-date
image of the WI: times have changed! We
shall be 30 years old in July and it is time to
celebrate!!
On 20 April, Gerry Foster is coming to
talk about Sheep Dog Trials and Training
Border Collies which should be of interest
to all dog owners. The May meeting is
always Resolution Meeting, when there is
an opportunity to debate resolutions which
are to be voted on at the National AGM in
June. This year, the resolutions include SOS
on Honey Bees, Residential Care Fees for
the Elderly and Action on Flooding.   It is an
opportunity for our ‘local level’ voices to be
put forward, because if passed in June, the
resolutions become mandates and form the
basis for campaigning activities in the years
ahead…and the WI does have a reputation
for its campaigning!  
Meetings are held in St Leonards Parish
Hall on the third Monday of each month,
starting at 8pm.  If you ring Carol Henry
– 758435 – she will be pleased to give you
more information.

N

Shirley Blomfield 758314
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Mick
Hawkes
29 September 1940 – 22 January 2009

H

ave you ever had a day in the Hilltop
Villages without a newspaper? I
doubt it! When Mick took on the
job – indeed when he took on any job
- of delivering papers over thirty seven
years ago, he made sure he failed no-one
and it was a sense of commitment and
responsibility he instilled in his children. If
the van couldn’t get through, he borrowed
a tractor; if the tractor couldn’t make it,
Sarah and Julie on their ponies did; and
finally, when all else failed, Pauline and the
girls walked round the villages!
Mick was born and brought up in
Bellingdon. Seeing Pauline for the first
time at the Golden Ball in Chesham (a pub
owned by her parents) he knew that this
was the girl he was going to marry and
three months later the prediction came
true! They settled finally at Pippett’s Green,
the family home built by his grandfather
and where the family remained until 2000
when they moved to Autumn Cottage.
Mick valued his family enormously
and his love and devotion to Pauline, his
children David, Peter, Sarah and Julie,
and to his ten grandchildren and one
great grandchild was remarkable. Just
as important to him was his life-long
friendship with Richard Scales with whom
he had spent so much time and with
whom he shared so many happy memories.
Richard’s frequent visits to Autumn Cottage
especially in the last few weeks of Mick’s
life are a testimony to this.
He began his working life farming in
Ashridge, joining Pratts before moving
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to Chesham Dairies.It was David at age 9,
himself a paper boy, who suggested he
start his own round but Mick was horrified
to see that in his first week he only made
£30! Refusing to be beaten, David and one
of his friends took matters into their own
hands and knocked on every door in the
area, leaving a card. Before they knew it,
things had taken off and they never looked
back. It is still the most vital local business
in the Hilltops.(It’s no surprise that Mick
and Pauline later ran the village shop on
Cholesbury Common). Papers and milk
apart, how else would we all know exactly
what was going on in the villages as it
actually happens!
Mick took an interest in everything local.
He was a good sportsman and captained
the Table Tennis team at Bellingdon Village
Hall. He played crib and dominoes for the
Bull at Bellingdon before moving to the
Blue Ball at Ashridge. He also farmed locally
for a while but it was perhaps his own land
at Pippett’s Green which he enjoyed most.
Here, with Pauline, and often Pete, he
reared a succession of cows, calves and pigs
which gave him immense pleasure. He had
a very natural affinity with his animals and
could often be found talking to Janet, his
favourite cow, who replied loud and clear
to his questions and who, on one occasion,
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broke down a fence to get to him more
quickly – so much did she have to tell him!
Horses and dogs always played a large
part in his life and it was Mustard – a cross
between a Rhodesian Ridgeback and a
Labrador – who kept him company in the
last few months of his life – happy just to
be there. This was a very special friendship.
Everyone has their favourite story about
Mick! He was once stopped by the police
who glanced disapprovingly through the
window at the sight of one of his legs
swathed in bandages from top to bottom
(in fact his Doctor had forbidden him to
drive). They asked his name; after he’d
given it there was an ominous pause and
then came the reply ‘Oh, you’re Mick
Hawkes…on you go then!’
Will it be his wicked sense of humour
and the fact that he could see the funny
side of everything that we will remember?
Theirs was a household where laughter was
never very far away. Or was it, as Pauline
said, his cheery smile, dark hair and blue,
blue eyes which you noticed as he came
whistling up your garden path? Or indeed
simply his personality – someone who never
complained and was unfailingly upbeat?
Most recently Mick worked for AG Evans
in Wigginton – work he loved with people
he enjoyed who appreciated his skills to the
full. And now his grandchildren, inspired
by the work ethic so strongly rooted in
their parents by their grandparents are
following his example as they set out in
life. Never afraid of hard work, they are
all taking up training and apprenticeships.
Their grandfather was rightly very proud of
them.
The many many people - family and
friends - who came to say good bye to Mick
at the Milton Chapel testifies to his place in
the affections of so many of us. And as Lady
in Red was played followed by Dancing
Queen, you could almost see Mick smiling!
Mick, thank you for the part you played
in the lives of the Hilltop Villages. We shall
miss you!
Hilltop News
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LITTLE BEARS
Playtime has been heating up at Little
Bears recently, as the pre-school celebrated
the arrival of the Chinese New Year with
dragons and noodles.

C

hildren enjoyed full-packed sessions
by helping to make a colourful
‘dragon’. Paint was liberally applied
to cardboard boxes, pieces of paper and
material stuck on by tiny hands to create
a handsome creature, which formed the
centre piece of the celebrations.
The home corner was also transformed
into a Chinese kitchen and restaurant,
where noodles, Chinese vegetables and
spices were lavishly ‘cooked’ in authentic
woks and served on real Chinese crockery,
complete with chopsticks. Children also saw
in the Year of the Ox by making paper fans
and Ox masks.

The pre-school, which operates out of
St Leonard’s Village Hall five mornings a
week, with two lunch club sessions, is keen
to celebrate traditions and festivities from
around the world. The youngsters, aged
between 2 and almost 5 years old, have
also recently enjoyed activities celebrating
Diwali and Christmas.
Playleader Claire Cox was delighted with
the enthusiasm shown by the children.
“Our Little Bears threw themselves
wholeheartedly into the Chinese New Year
theme. They really enjoyed creating the
dragon and loved using real food in the
home corner. We encourage the children’s
knowledge and understanding of the world
and this was a great opportunity.”
Other recent fun events have included
pancake tasting, dressing up for World Book
Day and a sponsored pyjama party for Red
Nose Day. An Easter egg hunt and Easter
service are planned at St Leonards Church.

Demolition Man
by the Reverend David Burgess
I grew up in Croydon,
South London,
during the 1960s and
early ‘70s. You may
know that from the
late ‘50s onwards
the borough was a
suburban experiment;
virtually an entire town centre and its
periphery were torn up and replaced with
contemporary, high-rise architecture. Over
those years you could constantly see signs
of demolition - the old being replaced by
the new.

T

he trouble is that it’s now
acknowledged as a failed experiment:
demolition didn’t give rise to the
better future that was hoped for, and the
town is beset by problems.
If the new replaces the old, the new
must be better....
The heart of the Easter message is that
Jesus breaks down the old order of things
and establishes a new order. What exactly
was it that Jesus demolished on the first
Easter morning?
The two most common pictures for what
Jesus did at the Cross and Resurrection
are in fact pictures of demolition and
reconstruction. Firstly, he broke down the
barrier between us and God, and secondly,
in its place he built (or better, he became)
the bridge between God and ourselves.
Both images are true, and together they
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give us a full picture of what Jesus actually
accomplished at the first Easter.
How do you think of Easter? In terms of
new life, Spring and celebration? There’s
nothing wrong with that. But if we only
think that way, perhaps we don’t fully
appreciate the mighty hand of God at work
in accomplishing the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead. On the Cross, Jesus
absorbed the full power of everything that
sin, evil, and death could launch at him.
And on Easter Day that power was utterly
transformed and used for good.
We only have a record of the key events
in the life of Jesus – his birth, his work and
his teaching, Good Friday, Easter Day, and a
few weeks beyond. But these events taken
together form a dramatic and powerful
whole. My hope and prayer is that all of
us will fully appreciate this at Easter time
above any other.
News of extra services
In Holy Week, ‘Contemplative Fire’,
the Fresh Expressions group who have
worshipped at The Lee Old Church in the
past, are doing so again. They and I have
made sure that their services complement
ours and don’t clash with them. They meet
for a foot-washing and Communion service
on Maundy Thursday at 7.00pm, a walk of
witness based at the church on Good Friday
from 2.30pm, and a Vigil service on Easter
Eve at 7.00pm. They’ve extended a welcome
to anyone who wishes to attend.
Yours in Christ,
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Church services –
& May 2009
CHURCH
SERVICESAPRIL
- April
to May 2009
DATE

DAY

5 Apr

Palm
Sunday

9 Apr

St. John the Baptist
THE LEE
8.00
11.00

Holy Communion
Matins

St. Leonard's
ST. LEONARDS
DB
IC

7.30pm

8 April: Compline

Lay

10.00
Maundy
Thursday 7.30pm

Holy Communion

IC

10 Apr

Good
Friday

12 Apr

Joint Service
at St. Leonards

11.00

7.30pm

St. Laurence
CHOLESBURY

Parish Communion
Sunday School

DB
VO

DB

Joint Parish
Communion

9.30

Parish Communion

7.30pm

7 April: Compline

7.30pm

Joint Service
at St. Leonards

St. Mary's
HAWRIDGE
IC
Lay

Devotional Hour

Easter
Day

10.00

Parish Communion

JH

9.00
11.00

Holy Communion

PL
DB

10.00

Parish Communion

DB

19 Apr

Easter 2

10.00

Family Service

Lay

11.00

Parish Communion

JH

9.30

Parish Communion

26 Apr

Easter 3

10.00

Parish Communion

JH

11.00

Matins

IC

9.45

3 May

Easter 4

8.00
11.00

Holy Communion
Matins

DB
IC

11.00

Family Communion
Sunday School

DB
VO

10 May

Easter 5

10.00

Parish Communion
Sunday School

DB
JuH

6.00pm

Parish Communion

17 May

Easter 6

8.00
10.00

Holy Communion
Family Service

tba
DB

11.00

Morning Prayer

21 May Ascension

10.00

Holy Communion

IC

24 May

10.00

Parish Communion

JH

Sun. after
Ascension

JOINT SERVICE AT
CHOLESBURY

31 May Penticost

JOINT SERVICE AT
ST. LEONARDS

Vicar
The Revd. David Burgess
The Vicarage, The Lee,

01494 837315

Gt. Missenden, BUCKS. HP23 9LZ
d.burgess@clara.net
Parish Secretary
Jane Reynolds
Church Room

9.30
6.00pm

Family Service
Evensong

DB
IC

7.30pm

6 April: Compline

Lay

7.30pm

Joint Service
at St. Leonards

01494 757048

Easter Family
Celebration

Parish Communion
Easter Praise

IC
Lay
/DB

IC

10.45

Parish Communion

IC

Quiet Communion

DB

10.45

Parish Communion

DB

9.30

Parish Communion

IC

9.30
6.00pm

Family Service
Evensong

DB
IC

JH

10.45

Matins

IC

9.30

Holy Communion

IC

Lay/
DB

9.30

Holy Communion

IC

10.45

Parish Communion

IC

J O I N T
JOINT SERVICE AT
CHOLESBURY
11.00

Matins

11.00

Penticost Praise with
Parish Communion

IC

S E R V I C E

A T

7.30pm

Parish Communion

9.45

Quiet Communion

DB

Curate
The Revd. Ivor Cornish

T H E
DB
DB

L E E

JOINT SERVICE AT
ST. LEONARDS

Parish Communion
JOINT SERVICE AT
ST.LEONARDS

The Lee
Mike Sherratt

01296 630345

Hon. Curate
The Revd. John Hull
01296 624487

01494 782701

PL= Rev. Peter Louis

DB

JuH = Judy Hart
VO = Virginia Oldham
JoW = Joan Walton

Hawridge
Joan Walton

01494 758332

avril@sherratt64.freeserve.co.uk
Judy Hart
01494 837328
judy.hart@virgin.net

James Watson

01494 758914

St. Leonards
Anne Butterworth

Cholesbury
John Farmer

01494 758715

01494 758700

anne@oldbrunsfarm.co.uk
Ann Horn

churchroom@waitrose.com

DB = Rev. David Burgess
IC = Rev. Ivor Cornish
JH = Rev. John Hull

JOINT SERVICE AT
CHOLESBURY
10.45

10.00 at The Lee on first
Wednesday of the month

Parish Communion & Morning Service
(Common Worship)

9.30

5.00pm

Mid-week Holy Communion

Holy Communion, Matins & Evensong
(Book of Common Prayer)

10.30 W A L K OF W I T N E S S Start from St. Leonard's or St. Mary's. Arrive Cholesbury Common about 11.15
F o l l o w e d b y D e v o t i o n a l H o u r i n C h o l e s b u r y V i l l a g e H a l l DB
JH

12.00

Day

NOTES

jandb.farmer@btopenworld.com
01494 758250

annhorn43@aol.com
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CHOLESBURY
Holy Baptism
 25 January 2009     Jack Barnaby Fisher and Robin James Fisher

CHOLESBURY
James and Alice Fisher brought their sons
Jack and Robin for Baptism on Sunday
25 January. Jack is now aged three and
Robin almost two
and we waited to
see whether either
would object to the
baptismal water!
David’s confident
handling ensured a
peaceful and happy occasion.
The Fisher family moved into Rays Hill
in 2006 and soon became involved with
many village activities including the
Church. The congregation at St Laurence’s
were delighted to welcome the boys into
membership of the Christian family. James
and Alice were wonderfully supported by
family and friends who joined them after
the service for lunch at The Full Moon.
Many thanks in advance to Kate Hoskin
for leading our Mothering Sunday service
with Richard Charles playing the organ.
I am sure the posies prepared by Dorritt
Cartmell will be as beautiful as ever!
Good Friday is on 10 April and everyone
is invited to join one of the two Walks of
Witness. These start at 10.30am from either
St Leonards or Hawridge and include stops
on the way to hear the Good Friday story.
The walkers reach Cholesbury at about
11.15 for a short service outside the Village
Hall. As a change this year, all three Parishes
will share the same Devotional Hour
between 11.30am and 12.30pm and this
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Baptism of Jack and Robin Fisher

will be held in Cholesbury Village Hall.
Easter Day will be celebrated with Parish
Communion at 10am in Cholesbury Church.  
The service will include Easter hymns with
their joy of the Resurrection.

HAWRIDGE

Palm Sunday 5 April
- We will be holding
our Family Service
at 9.30am and
Evensong at 6pm.
Palm crosses will be
distributed at both
these services.
Monday 6 April - The first of the Holy
week services will be Compline at 7.30pm
at Hawridge followed by Cholesbury on
Tuesday and The Lee on Wednesday. The
Thursday Service at St Leonards will be Joint
Parish Communion.
Good Friday 10 April - The Walk of
Witness will start from Hawridge at
10.30am.    We will walk to Cholesbury
Village Hall and meet with the walk from St
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Leonards. The combined Devotional Hour
will be held in the Hall.
Easter Sunday 12 April - Parish
Communion at 9.30am and Easter Praise
Service at 5pm. If any children would like to
take part in this service by reading, reciting
or playing a musical instrument, please
contact Joan Walton 758332 or Elizabeth
Tomlin 758214.  This is a light, informal
service and we look forward to you joining
us to celebrate this Eastertide.
Spring Fair 4 May - We are holding our
Spring Fair on the first Bank Holiday in
May from 12 noon to 5pm. Ploughman’s
Lunches and Afternoon Teas will be served.
There will be several stalls including books,
tombola, bric-a-brac and a raffle!
Advance Notice of our Patronal Festival
on 26 June at 7pm. There will be a Concert
with Iain Ledingham at the School.
On 5 and 6 July the Church will be open
with a display paying tribute to the Parish
Council’s 75th Anniversary.
Hawridge and Cholesbury Churches’
August Bank Holiday Fete - Both St Mary’s
and St Laurence’s rely on our Annual Fete
to help meet the ever increasing cost
of keeping our village churches open.
These two churches are available for
all parishioners though, as a sign of the
times, they are normally kept locked. The
Churchwardens however can always be
contacted to provide a key.    
If you feel you can help in any way with
putting up tables in the morning or clearing
up in the evening or manning one of the
regular stalls – or even running any other
fund-raising stall, please come to the Joint
Fete Meeting at the School on Monday
11 May at 8pm. If you are willing to help
but unable to come to the meeting, please
advise one of the following – Elizabeth
Tomlin 758214;  Joan Walton 758332;  
James Watson 758914 or John Farmer
758715.
Hawridge Church Walking Group - The
next walk is on 7 April starting from St
Leonards Church at 10am, followed by
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5 May starting from the car park about
halfway up the drive to the Monument
at Ashridge at the later time of 10.30am.
Coffee and biscuits will be served as usual
after the walk. A 50p donation to Church
Funds is always appreciated. Please contact
Joan and Margaret for further
details 758332

ST LEONARDS

The First Sunday
of the month!
Following
discussions with
the PCC we have decided to combine our
Parish Communion and Sunday School with
the Family Service. We are extremely aware
of the effort so many of you make to come
to church with  children of varying ages
and we feel that it might be a good idea
to make the first Sunday a special FAMILY
occasion. We are planning that the Sunday
School children go straight into the Church
Room with Virginia – returning at the end
of the service for a blessing and last hymn
- and the older children will be part of the
Family Communion Service. They will also
come up to the altar for a blessing when
their parents and other members of the
congregation receive communion.
Coffee, squash and biscuits will be served
after this service, which will give all ages
an opportunity to meet and chat and the
growing children’s library will be available
at the same time.
Family Communion with Sunday School
will start on 3 May (though because of our
Songs of Praise following the Saturday of
the St Leonards Fete, we have had to make
it the second Sunday in June, the 14th, and
this will be followed by our Family BBQ).
On the third Sunday the service will be
Morning Prayer from Common Worship
and we will be producing our own service
booklet as we’ve done for Communion. It
is a lovely and straight forward service and
we hope you will enjoy it.
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Songs of Praise – Sunday 7 June at
6pm.  Looking ahead, this will be a simple
evening service consisting of popular hymns
with readings and prayers, celebrating and
giving thanks for the St. Leonard’s Fete. We
would love to hear from any of you who
would like to choose a hymn and we think
it’s an excellent way of concluding a great
(if not exhausting!) weekend.
Easter - There will be a Joint Parish
Communion at St Leonards on Maundy
Thursday, 9 April at 7.30pm with all four
churches participating in the service. On
Good Friday, 10 April Virginia gathers
together children from all over the villages
(and their visitors!) for the making of the
Easter Garden and the telling of the Easter
Story – at 10am. The children then come to
the first station of the cross (very close to
the Church!) for the first hymn and reading
before returning to an Easter Egg Hunt in
the church grounds. It’s always amazing
to see just how many eggs some children
can actually eat at any one time! The Walk
of Witness, starting from St Leonards at
10.30am, arrives at Cholesbury Common
about 11.15 and this will be followed by
The Devotional Hour – a combined service
in Cholesbury Village Hall.
On Easter Sunday we have Holy
Communion at 9am for those who enjoy a
quiet and peaceful moment of reflection
and a very popular and short Easter Family
Celebration at 11am followed by yet
another Easter Egg Hunt, and it’s not just
the children who enjoy this! Do come and
join us – it’s a very special day in the life
of the church and indeed our lives - and
we are always delighted by the number of
families who come – for such a short while
– to celebrate this with us.
Tea Parties - It was lovely to see so many
old and new faces at the Tea Party in the
Church Room in February – we ran out of
chairs! It’s great fun to be able to exchange
views with local people and to hear about
their interests and their lives. Newcomers
are always warmly welcomed. We will
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Richard, who has known the family for
many years, played the organ and the
Ridgeway Singers sang ‘Circle of Life’ from
the Lion King. Tara Robinson and Mandy
Otley gave a most amusing account in
poetry of the courtship of the bride and
groom and Ed Thomas, Phil’s best man,
ensured the smooth running of the whole
day - he’d come from Australia for the
occasion!
The Wedding Breakfast - beautifully
organized by Pat, the Bride’s mother, who
looked very elegant in shades of cream
- was held at Chartridge.

Sarah and Philip Harris

meet at 3pm on Wednesday 22 April and
again on Wednesday 27 May. We can
always come and collect you and take you
home, so do join us! Please contact Anne
Lake – 01296 620169 or Anne Butterworth
758700 for further information.
A Summer Wedding – local and special
but inadvertently not reported!
On Saturday 9 August last year when
the sun seemed to shine inside though not
outside, Sarah Phimester and Philip Harris
were married in St Leonards. The little
church was beautifully decorated in cream,
white and green which suits it so well.
Sarah looked really lovely in a simple
straight dress and it was a moving moment
as John, her father, came down the aisle
with his daughter knowing that he was
to undergo major heart surgery only two
days later. We are pleased to tell you that
both Sarah and Phil and indeed John are
flourishing!
David led a moving and happy service.
Hilltop News
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HAWRIDGE &
CHOLESBURY SCHOOL
Art, running and our beautiful common…

O

ur annual Art Week proved to be
the usual success with the children.
All were consumed with producing
an impressive array of arts and crafts
including character masks, paper flowers,
felt-making and clay modelling, all based
around the theme of ‘Creation’. We are
very grateful to the many people who came
in to guide and inspire the children. The
items have been displayed around school
and will be there for some weeks to come.
(We hope you may visit and see them for
yourself by joining us at one of the coffee
mornings advertised at the end of this
article).
We were also kept busy hosting a cross
country event for schools from across the
area. Hawridge & Cholesbury Cricket Club
kindly allowed us to use their facilities,
yet again, as a base for the registration
and (most importantly) for providing
refreshments for the 400 children and

Making paper sculptures in Art Week

Finally some dates for your diary:  
• 75th anniversary of Parish coffee morning
with musical interludes on Thursday 2 April
from 9.45am-11am (also in the school hall).

Visiting the Imperial War Museum

their parents. Bacon butty sales were at
an all time high (and we were amazed at
how many runners managed a butty or
two before running the course). We were
blessed with lovely dry weather and how
proud we felt, not only of all the children
who gave their all in the race, but also
of our beautiful surroundings here in the
Hilltop villages. Our sincerest thanks to
Mrs Stott for letting us use the common: a
perfect backdrop to the efforts of all those
who planned, marshalled, fed the masses or
simply enjoyed the run.  
Other highlights of the term so far include:
• Much excitement for Miss Jackson and
Class 5 as they moved into their new class
room. (Bishop Alan will be visiting to bless
the building in April).
• Start of work on the ICT suite.
• Class 4 visit to the Imperial War Museum.
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• May Fayre Saturday 16 May 11.30am
– 2pm (at the school).
So with Spring here at last, we are all
looking forward to warm days allowing story
time outside on the grass, nature lessons in
our lovely wildlife area and around the pond
and all the fun of outside games on our
fabulous playing fields! School’s just great!  
Kay Bass 786016

D o yo u n e e d h el p wi t h
your

Ma ths o r Ph y sic s
a t G CS E or A l e v e l ?
Experienced and Patient T utor
Competitive rates

Call Isobel Clark 758987
email : tutoring@cholesbury.com
Hilltop News
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HILLTOP NEWS NATURE NOTES

In celebration of the beech!
If the Chiltern Hills has but one signature
feature it is the beechwoods. The
topography, height and overall poorer
fertility of the Chiltern soil has set apart
this upland area from other similar ones
in southern Britain, such as the Cotswolds,
with their rich sheep pastures, or the
Oxfordshire and Wiltshire Downs with their
sheep folds.

T

he history of the Chiltern beechwoods
is a long one but is cut short here.
The last Ice Age sculptured the
Chilterns as we see them today. It took
until around 8000 years ago, 2000 more
years than oak, for mature beech forests
to emerge, spawned from pollen blown
across the joined-up continental land mass
soon to be split by the English Channel.
Since then, there have been successive
clearance and envelopment by the ancient
Wildwoods before being finally ‘tamed’ by
axe-wielding Stone Age man around 2-3000
years ago. Without continuous human
intervention, these hills would not have the
patchwork of managed woodlands, open
pasture or arable land we have inherited
today. Instead, a mixture of wildwood or
impenetrable scrub would have persisted
until probably the 16th century and the
typical Chiltern villages we live in today
would either never have emerged or would
not have uniquely developed around or
along open common land as they have.
Unlike today, in medieval times a stand
of beeches would not have stretched half
way to the sky. Instead, trees may have
been pollarded or coppiced and if allowed
to grow upwards at all would certainly not
have been left intact into late middle age
or allowed to grow lanky trunks topped
out by a broad tree canopy. If oak provided

34

the early settlers to this hilltop region with
building materials, beech supplied the
energy source domestically and industrially
(for smelting iron). From the 16th century,
beech’s value as firewood was such that it
could be felled and profitably transported
from the Chilterns by barge to London.
The next dramatic change came in the
17th century when the first plantations of
beech appeared in the Chilterns to support
the demand for wooden furniture. Writers
of the time, such as Gilbert White, were
able to describe both the gnarled and
unblemished barked versions of beech
growing alongside each other, debating in
letters to each other their preferences either
for ‘smooth rind’ or ‘knobbed and studded’
versions.
Wood pasture, an almost forgotten
farming method these days, was an
essential part of this overall woodland
management, right through from the early
middle-ages, with animals let loose to
graze in the autumn off the beech mast. A
wood was valued and taxed according to
its ‘hidage’ which equated to the number
of swine or other domesticated animals
that could be supported therein. Look out
for clues remaining today of this historic
woodland use, such as banks and ditches
on wood edges: some still with the remains
of coppice and hedging which was once
regularly maintained to pen in the grazing
animals.
Stepping back and thinking how a
woodland was ( and is ) used also unlocks
the key to the wildlife that has been
attracted and sustained historically. For
example, the robin has always been an
opportunist bird. The use of woodland to
turn out pigs or forests to sustain wild boar
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for hunting led to the robin following the
swine around, even perching on its back
whilst the animal turned the soil in search of
roots and bulbs but also unearthing worms
and insects for the bird. Fallow deer were
introduced by the Romans for hunting and
would have been penned in certain areas.
Pheasants have been introduced to our
woodlands several times and eventually led
to the elimination of polecat and martens.
Beaver were commonplace until the middle
ages when their activities came fatally into
conflict with man. Even red squirrels were
introduced to hardwoods in the middle
ages and were prized for their fur. Their
natural habitat were the coniferous forests
where they have since retreated: following
introduction of the grey squirrel from
America in the 19th century, which in turn
severely damages the bark of beech trees.
Both Muntjac and Glis glis have similar dark
histories.
The demise of oak trees and coppiced
beech woods, replaced by plantations of
smooth-barked beech, has also eliminated
many species of moss, liverwort and lichen
from the beech woodland scene. The close
canopy has starved the woodland floor of
light but this has provided an ideal habitat
for the early flowering bluebells which so
uplifts the spirit each Spring.
With the timber industry no longer
supporting the management of woodland
resources, protection of beechwoods as
Chiltern heritage is important. Conservation
organsations (eg the NT) and local people
purchasing a woodland at risk from
exploitation, are vital for the protection of
local woodlands. But there are other risks
too. In an ancient woodland, a healthy
beech tree might live up to 250 years.
Plantation stands of beech now well over
100 years of age are already well past their
‘fell-by’ dates. Hitherto, the trees would
have been cleared and replanted after 40 to
50 years. Grown close together on shallow,
well drained soils or on hillsides, many are
unlikely to survive into old age. On a walk
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in the woods today you are quite likely to
come across an upended tree. The clues
to its demise are the overstretched shank
(trunk) which has grown fast and spindly as
it struggled against its neighbours for light.
A second clue is the huge haunches or plates
which the tree has been forced to enlarge to
buttress the trunk at ground level. Eventually,
either unable to support its own weight or,
as average annual temperatures increase
and the water table falls, becoming ‘stressed’
through not being able to draw sufficient
nutrient, it will all the more likely succumb
to a gale. In their lingering death and
afterwards they provide more sustenance to
flora (fungi and bacteria) and fauna (beetles,
wood lice and millipedes) than perhaps they
ever did in life.
The latest threat to our oaks and beeches,
reported in the last 12 months, is from a
fungal disease spread via rhododendrons,
which are frequent escapees into woodland
from parks and estates, including our own
local invasion in Drayton Woods. There are
plans being prepared nationally to remove
rhododendrons in such locations to stem
the increase in sudden death of wood and
parkland beech and oak.
Victorians viewed beeches as elegant
landscape trees: ornaments to show off an
estate’s features across open countryside.
Elegant tree cathedrals sprang up. Beeches
were planted to adorn ancient landmarks
such as our own Cholesbury Hillfort. Sadly,
as all these trees were planted at once,
there is no succession and a walk around the
ramparts will reveal time is already taking its
toll. A visitor returning in less than 30 years
will no doubt do so to a very different scene.
So get out there and enjoy the beechwoods
and the wildlife therein while you can. They
may not be around for much longer!
No weather notes this time by the way.
There was just far too much of it in February:
making no further mention seems the decent
thing to do! Look forward to questions and
comments as always.
chrisbrown@rayshill.com
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CHOLESBURY cum
ST LEONARDS
HORTICULTURAL
SOCIETY

H

aving survived the worst snow
falls in eighteen years, the keen
gardener’s thoughts will be turning
to the garden.The weather has taken its
toll on lawns and paths but at last, spring
is now starting to make itself felt and the
soil is starting to warm up.The number of
tasks in the garden is increasing and time
invested now will pay back many times over
later in the year.
Before we look at some of the most
important jobs in the garden I wanted
to remind you of some of the upcoming
events being run by the Horticultural
Society.
Our Bring and Buy Plant Sale on Friday
8 May means there is a great opportunity
to hunt out some bargains and also obtain
plants if you haven’t had a chance to grow
them yourself. We welcome any donations
of plants on the evening. We have our
‘Members Only’ Open Garden on Friday 22
May at Castle Gate, Bottom Road courtesy
of Paddy and Francis Sanger. The ‘members
only’ open gardens are always super
evenings so don’t forget to join if you want
to come.
We have a special outing planned in
June to two wonderful gardens with a
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coach trip to Pashley Manor Gardens for
their special rose day and Sissinghurst
Castle Gardens in the afternoon on Sunday
14 June.
On Sunday 28 June a group of gardens
will open at Cholesbury with teas at the
village hall in aid of the Iain Rennie Hospice
at Home and The Thames Valley and
Chiltern Air Ambulance.
Please call Di Garner on 758347 for more
details or to book a seat for any of the
events.
Jobs to be getting on with in April and May
In your vegetable garden
• Crops to sow outside or under cloches
in early April include mangetout, broad
beans, beetroot, lettuce, parsnips, onions,
peas, spinach, radish, turnips and herbs.   
Sow Brussels sprouts, summer cauliflower
and cabbage in a seedbed to transplant
to final positions in May.
• Plant out onion sets and seedlings that
have already been grown in modular
trays. Grow them in rows, leaving space
to get your hoe in for weeding. Sow
leeks in a nursery bed outside - these
can be transplanted in summer to their
final rows. Shallots should already have
been planted, but if not, do so as soon as
possible.
• Apply sulphate of potash or a general
fertiliser around strawberry plants, fruit
bushes and trees.
• Some varieties of fruit can be regularly
attacked by pests and diseases, from
sawfly to mildew and scab. You can
either leave plants to cope on their
own or begin a spraying programme to
prevent problems this year. Spot treat
greenfly, especially on plum trees, before
infestations go out of control and cause
lasting damage.
• Plant out second early potatoes in early
April, and maincrop varieties towards the
end of April.
• Plant new crowns of asparagus in wellprepared beds.
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General care
• Months of wet weather will have caused
moss to become a problem in many
lawns. Thick moss quickly smothers out
grass, so action is needed this spring
to remove it, boost grass growth and
improve surface drainage across the lawn.  
• Increase frequency of mowing as growth
dictates. Apply fertiliser in April or early
May and check regularly for weeds,
digging out any that you find.
• At this time of year, cold, wet soil can
prove fatal to early sowings made
outside. Use cloches to protect young
seedlings.  
• Months of rain through autumn and
winter will have washed away a large
proportion of the soluble nutrients in
your soil. As soon as trees, shrubs, roses
and hedges surge into new growth, their
roots will be searching for food and this
is an ideal time to provide it. Sprinkle a
general fertiliser over the soil between
established plants. Clumps of developing
bulbs and perennials also benefit from
feeding during spring.  
• Keep a few sheets of fleece handy to
protect new shoots and blooms of shrubs
when sharp frosts are forecast.   
• Watch out for slugs and snails. Trap them
under tiles or grapefruit skins and dispose
of them daily. Sprinkling a layer of sand,
grit or crushed eggshells around plants
may help.
• Place plant support frames over clumps
of tall perennials so that new stems will
grow up through them and hide them
completely.
• Control the growth of climbing plants on
walls of houses and outbuildings if they
start to block gutters or grow under tiles.
Cut them away from doors and windows
too.
Look out for our posters for more
information on forthcoming events and
enjoy your gardening.
Barbara Baddon, Hort Soc Committee
(http://www.cholesbury.com/hortsoc.htm)
Hilltop News
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Give our birds a home

100 CLUB WINNERS

A

nyone who has experienced
the delight of having a nesting
box in their garden housing a
successful family of birds will confirm an
unforgettable pleasure. Today, our artificial
nesting sites assume a greater importance
as suitable habitat continues to be eroded
by urban development. The provision
of nest boxes can mean the difference
between the survival of a species or its loss
to a particular area. There is no location
where nest boxes are inappropriate. Our
gardens form a major habitat covering
more land than nature reserves.
There are over 60 species known to
use nest boxes. The blue tit is the most
prolific user and almost any garden can
be successful with one. Optimum size is
important: too large requires too much
nesting material and deters the would-be
occupant. Use a box where the entrance
hole is a minimum of 5 inches above the
inner base surface and has side ventilation
holes. This is very important as broods as
large as eleven can be produced and one or
two could suffocate. The great tit seeks a
larger box and avoids this kind of problem.
Robins and wrens will also readily use nest
boxes in the right circumstances.
To entice some species, a box is not
always enough. A marsh tit, for example,
prefers a handful of rough wood shavings
which it can then remove. Likewise,
woodpeckers like rotting wood or
polystyrene to eject.
The following tips are a useful aid to
the success of a nest box, and taken from
a 1985 British Trust for Ornithology (BTO)
guide:
1) Nesting boxes for small birds should
not provide an external perch. Such a
feature is unnecessary and merely assists
predators.
2) Do not place your nest box in direct
sunlight or facing prevailing winds.
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February 2009
1st Prize

£25

Mrs M Waite, St Leonards
2nd Prize
Relative sizes of nest boxes: left to right, great
tit, blue tit, robin and wren.

3) Have your nest box and bird feeder as
far apart as possible.
4) Ensure its height and location is
suitable for the intended species.
5) Clean out the box each autumn
and dust with a pyrethrum-based insect
repellent. Reposition for winter shelter.
6) Relocate nest boxes for small birds
every 3-4 years. For larger species 5-6 years.
Also note that the best time to site a
new nest box is generally February, but
boxes for the great tit and tawny owl
should go up the previous month.
Unwittingly into making nest boxes
When I had the temerity to draw attention
to the shortcomings of nest boxes on sale
at a retail establishment, I got into making
them. The proprietor followed me out of
the shop and asked if I could make him a
couple of owl boxes. As I possessed the BTO
publication on nest box specifications, I was
happy to oblige. I ended up supplying his
stock items and a wide range of ‘specials’
for many years.
At the time I moved to St Leonards, I
was making on average around 100 boxes a
year for retail outlets and municipal parks. I
used recycled timber, which meant hours of
sorting and removing nails. These days, my
constructions are confined to supporting
club raffles and providing a few popular
boxes to local charity shops. However, I am
always prepared to give any help or advice
that I can.

£15

Mrs J Thomas, Buckland Common
3rd Prize

£10

Mr N Blomfield, St Leonards

March 2009
1st Prize

£15

Mr D Stacey, St Leonards
2nd Prize

£10

Mr J Allen, Buckland Common

Reminder!
St Leonards Parish Hall 100 Club
The annual subscription is again £10 and
is due on the 1st April. It is possible for
new members to join after that date.
As in the past, your usual contact will be
in touch to enable you to join again for
another year. If preferred, Treasurer Mr
Mick Mariscotti, Arrewig Farm, Arrewig
Lane, Chartridge HP5 2UA (837093) will
happily accept your subscriptions.
New members are always most welcome.
If you know of somebody who wishes
to join, please ask them to contact the
Treasurer or other Committee Member.  
If paying by cheque, please make the
cheque payable to ‘St Leonards Hall 100
Club’.
St Leonards Parish Hall Committee

Bev Coulter
Hilltop News
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THE THURSDAY CLUB

W

e had a successful Quiz Night,
which raised £250 for the Hospice
of St. Francis.   I’d like to thank
all those who worked behind the scenes
to make it a good night and also to those
people who came to take part. There are no
events in April/May, but we do have the AGM
on June 18th. Those members who have
come in the past know that the business
only lasts a few minutes, leaving the rest of
the evening for Jazz by way of the Sparkies
Band. Everyone is welcome to attend - ticket
prices to be decided.
Guy Williams
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Last word
from heaven

Working the fields in times past

I

t is now five months
since I collected ten
Battery rescue
chickens. Nine have
survived one of the
coldest winters
for many years
tucked away in a
sheltered barn being
kept warm by a heat lamp
– essential as they had so few
feathers. On the coldest day and night
in February, only one egg was laid. Since
then, these extraordinary birds have never
dropped below six eggs per day: often
reaching nine.
Their feathers have mostly grown back,
and beaks and nails have also grown.
Apart from being very bald on collection,
a striking observation has been the colour
of their combs – they were an awful putty
colour – now bright red and legs that were
grey are yellow. They are able to perch
on three small straw bales under the infra
red heat lamp. What a magical sight, nine
gentle birds roosting in a circle absorbing
the heat.
These hens crave human company. I sit
on a bale and immediately two or three will
jump on to my lap: a wonderful feeling of
being wanted! The very expensive ‘exotics’
that I also own have not laid a single egg
since last July – delightful to look at, but
useless.
The next rescue is this spring: a much
better time of year as it is so much warmer.
Please think of these tragic, incredible hens
if you want your own eggs. They cost only
£1 each - and you will be taking them from
a hell to heaven.

ue and I run a Bed and Breakfast from
Field Cottage in St Leonards. This
used to be two semi-detached farm
labourer’s cottages and next door (Bruns
Green) was the same. They were then all
called Primrose Cottages and were later
auctioned off with the local farms and farm
land.
Some time ago we had a guest, Chris
Dady, now living in Switzerland, who is the
son of George Dady. He told us that his
father worked at the farm and they lived in
one of the next door cottages in the 1950s.
He gave us two old photographs: one of
George Dady on the tractor and the other of
him with two other workers, Bill Compton
and George Jaycock, on the combine
harvester. He also left us with an older photo
of a combine with Primrose Cottages in the
background.
Maybe these photos will trigger a memory
or two from someone who knew the family
and background around that time and might
provide some further information.

Sally Reynolds

Michael Jepson

Hilltop News
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The Ultimate Tunnelling Machine
The story has it that, when William of
Orange’s horse tripped over a molehill
and came down in a fall that led to the
king’s death (from pneumonia) in 1702, the
Jacobites raised their glasses in toasts to
‘the little gentleman in black velvet’.

S

ince then, few people have had a
good word to say for moles, which
often madden farmers, gardeners and
keepers of golf courses and cricket grounds
by wrecking the squares, lawns and greens
and fouling mowers with the heaps of earth
and stones they throw up. This damage is
simply a bi-product of the little mammal’s
life style.
The mole is a phenomenal tunnelling
machine with big, heavy clawed front feet
and a solid, muscular body covered with
silky, waterproof black fur. Constantly
digging with their front feet and powerful
shoulders, moles create a complex system
of tunnels in which they live and forage
- their unceasing quest for food provides the
drive for this champion earth-mover. When
it moves to a new area, it opens tunnels
just below the surface by forcing turf or
earth into shallow ridges. After this initial
reconnaissance, the animal digs deeper to
establish permanent living quarters. It is this
second work phase that creates the all-toofamiliar molehills.
Having scraped away at the work face
with its front claws, the mole drags loosened
soil back past its body, swivels around and
pushes the debris along the new tunnel
until it reaches an already dug, purposebuilt vertical shaft. There, it forces the soil
to the surface, pushing with its front feet
and raising a typically pyramid-shaped
44

heap of fine soil. For such a small animal,
its earth moving power is astonishing. It
has been calculated that a mole weighing
100g can shift 18kg of soil in one hour – the
equivalent of a medium sized man moving
four tons!
For obvious reasons, moles prefer to
inhabit places where the soil is shaded,
cool, moist, not too stony and populated
by worms and grubs: lawns, cricket squares
and golf greens are much favoured. One
solitary mole can dig up to 50 metres of new
tunnelling in a day – and the accent is on
solitary. When one comes across a long line
of molehills, one can make the mistake of
believing that they are the work of a family
or group. However, for most of the year
(outside the breeding season) the mole is a
loner, and a network of about 200 metres of
tunnels and associated molehills is often the
output of a single creature! The objective of
this frenetic activity is, of course, to create
and maintain a supply of food. By patrolling
these two-inch wide tunnels, moles get most
of their food in the form of earthworms,
which have the misfortune to drop into one
of the tunnels. The mole bites off the worm’s
head and, before eating the body, squeezes
out the earth the worm has ingested by
drawing the body through clenched claws.
It appears that the earthworm is not very
nutritious and the mole must consume at
least 70% of its body weight daily to fuel the
high energy required by this little creature’s
arduous earth shifting. The mole’s saliva
contains a toxin that can paralyse worms.
When the latter are abundant, the mole
has been known to accumulate a ’larder’
of live, stunned worms which can number
over a thousand in just one place. The mole
(classed as an insectivore) also consumes a
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wide range of flies and beetles at
both adult and larval stages,
together with centipedes,
spiders, grasshoppers
and even lizards and
small snakes.
Moles
congregate briefly
around April for
breeding. Males
are called ‘boars’
and females
‘sows’ and groups,
however rare, are a
‘labour’ - presumably reflecting the animal’s
industrious life-style rather than its political
persuasion! A litter of up to seven young is
produced after a gestation period of about
four weeks and they are suckled in a grasslined nest the size of a football – usually
about two feet below the ground and often
below a large molehill. After about five
weeks, the young are sent on their way to
establish territories of their own and the
adults go their separate ways.
On average, a mole will live for about
three years. There are many predators
including badgers foxes and domestic pets
but these will not generally eat the animal
because they are deterred by the mole’s
distasteful skin glands. On the other hand
large numbers are killed and eaten with
relish by tawny owls and barn owls that
clearly have no such objection. Britain’s mole
population is put at about 30 million and,
like so many animal populations these days,
in decline because of the widespread use of
chemicals which restrict their food supply.
For some strange reason there are no moles
to be found in Ireland.
Millions there may be around us but,
because of their reclusive underground
life style, we rarely see the small mammal.
Nor can it see us, of course – the mole
has only rudimentary pin-point eyes that
can distinguish light from dark but little
else. The animal finds its way in the dark
by means of sensitive whiskers and touch
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sensors on its long, pinktipped snout. It has a
poor sense of smell.
In former days,
county parishes
often employed
a professional
mole-catcher
to trap and dig
up moles. In a
season he might
catch a thousand
and earn a small
income from selling
the skins for hat and coat trimmings. As
recently as the 1950s, about a million moles
were being caught annually. Since synthetic
fur became common, however, catching
moles for their skins became no longer
worth the considerable effort involved.
Nowadays, the accent is more on
removing moles where they are considered
pests. Control includes trapping, fumigation,
flooding and poisoning; there are also
various mechanical and electronic devices
on sale that are designed to create noise
or vibrations which are said to drive moles
away. Moley doesn’t like his peace disturbed.
Our editor tells me that Hawridge and
Cholesbury Cricket Club bought a little toy
windmill which was planted in the outfield
to deter the moles that were creating a
problem for the groundsman with their
molehills. The experiment was inconclusive,
says Graham, as the windmill disappeared
before the moles!
Because of the nature of our Hilltop soils,
with their abundance of clays and flints, the
‘little gentleman in black velvet’ is unlikely
to be attracted to many of our gardens
and fields. Personally, we would welcome
the sight of a molehill or two on our rather
scruffy turf which passes for a lawn. So many
of our animals and birds are declining in
numbers that we would readily put up with
this little fellow – hardly a pest!
Jim Hetherington 758836
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The
Marathon
Des Sables

treadmill in 47 degrees of heat.
The equipment taken on the race needs
to be very basic, because whatever you
take you have to carry. So weight is vitally
important. Each competitor has to carry a
minimum of 2500 calories per day, although
he will be burning 5 – 6000 calories. This
consists of freeze dried meals, nuts, energy
bars and drinks. Competitors also have to
carry compulsory safety equipment such
as survival bag, first-aid kit, compass and
anti-venom pump. Water is provided and
competitors are given 9 litres throughout
each day. At night, bivvys are provided, but
competitors have to carry sleeping bag,
sleeping mat and any other items they
need, or are prepared to carry for comfort.
Neil has completed many major
endurance events over the years, but none
compare to the Marathon Des Sables.
So Neil has decided to raise money for
charity. The two charities he is running
for are ‘Facing Africa’ and the NSPCC,
both charities which help improve the

Running 152 miles in 6 days across the
Sahara Desert carrying all the food and
equipment you need to survive sounds
like madness, but this is exactly what Neil
Thubron from St Leonards will attempt to
do on the 29 March 2009. In fact, as you
read this article, Neil will be in the Sahara.

T

he 2009 Marathon Des Sables is the
24th time this race has been run.
There will be approximately 750
people competing of which 240 will be
from the UK. It is billed as the toughest
foot race on earth, and you can see why.
Covering 152 miles over 6 days in itself is
a massive challenge. Add to that the heat,
which can get as high as 47ºC and never
lower, during the day, than 42ºC. Also
add the impossible terrain of sand dunes,
mountains, rocky and hard packed ground.
Why would anyone want to do this?
Neil’s motivation is to test his physical
and mental limits by pushing himself as far
as he possibly can. “You never know what
you are capable of achieving until you push
yourself past your current boundaries” said
Neil.
How do you train for an event of this
challenge? Over the past 12 months Neil
has run roughly 2000 miles: completing 10
marathons and 5 ultra marathons varying
in distances from 30 miles to the 85 mile
Ridgeway, which Neil completed in August
2008 in 19 hours. So you can train for the
distance, but can you train for the heat?
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lives of children. Neil would also like
to thank ‘Inbuilt’, who are a platinum
sponsor for Neil and TEMA (The European
Marketing Agency), a gold sponsor. He
would also like to thank ‘Up and Running’
in Aylesbury for generously providing the
shoes for the event, and Drummond Clinic
in Maidenhead who have sponsored Neil
through a Pre-Hab physio programme.
Neil feels confident that he has
prepared as best he can. He is a little
apprehensive and nervous at such a massive
challenge and there are the unknown
elements of heat and sand. The heat can
drain you of energy and motivation and
the sand can shred your feet within a few
hours. However he is confident of giving it
his best and finishing.
If you would like to sponsor Neil on this
marathon event, please visit his website:
www.enduranceaholic.co.uk.
Hilltop News will feature a report in the
summer edition to let you know how Neil
got on.

Neil Thubron, working out in somewhat
colder conditions!

In reality the only way you can do this is
by going to the desert. However, there
are ways of acclimatizing the body to
physical activity in the heat. The first of
these is getting out and running when
the sun is shining with warm clothing on.
A more technical way is to train in a heat
chamber, as Formula 1 and rally drivers
use. Neil has trained at the Porsche High
Performance centre at Silverstone in their
driver acclimatization facility, running on a
Hilltop News
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ST LEONARDS PARISH
HALL 2009 - 2010

St Leonards Parish Hall Fête

At the recent AGM of St Leonards Parish

Horse Show & Gymkhana & Dog Show
6th June 2009
Please make a note in your diaries!
Fête – Open at 2pm

was thanked for his time and work on the
Management Committee. As a personal

bring your family and friends to support the day
Due to your great generosity and a lot of hard work, the Extension and
new facilities are in place!  To complete the job the driveway is in desperate need of
complete repair – so it goes on!    

PLEASE HELP IF YOU CAN - The following are URGENTLY needed –
Raffle Prizes & Raffle ticket sellers
Items for stalls
Tombola, Bottle, Book, Plants, Cake, Bric-a-Brac, Children’s Toys and
Clothes
            Any other ideas and offers of help would be most appreciated!
Many old and some new attractions
Horse Show & Gymkhana - from 9am
This successful committee have again taken on the organisation of the
Horse Show and Schedules/Entry Forms are available from Karen Crippen
758609
Dog Show - from 1.30pm
Details from Jonathan Bright 01494 758907
The Fête is the Hall’s main fund raising event of the year and the
proceeds help to keep the Hiring Rates competitively low and the
facilities in good order
Any offer of help, however little, adds up to a large effort to make this
Annual Village Event a success
Contact me or any member of the St Leonards Hall Committee - looking
forward to hearing from you

thanks from the Committee, he was
presented with climbing rose bushes and a
framed token ‘before and after’ comparison
photograph of the amazing Gents toilets!
Just a small part of what has been achieved
over the past few years. Michael joined the
Management Committee in 2003 after a
year became Secretary, then subsequently
Chairman in 2005.

D

avid Clarke from St Leonards was
nominated and elected Chairman
for the next year along with the
remaining existing Committee. Good Luck
David – there is still work to do, as we all
know, when bouncing along the driveway
and then landing in mud at the sides as we
step from our vehicles!

My next Quiz will be available at the end of
March but will not be in aid of Hall funds.
Two of my grandsons, brothers James (12)
and Michael (9+) have been given the
opportunity to go to Malta in the summer
to take part in a gymnastics competition.
Between them they have won over 20
medals at various competitions and are part
of a squad of seven boys from the Sapphire
Gymnastics Club in Hemel Hempstead
who will be going. Although the Club,
which is now a Charity, is providing some
funding, parents will have to bear most of
the cost so fund raising for a central ‘Pot’
has been approved by the Club. A Quiz is
my donation to the Pot and will be sold
through as many outlets as possible by
club members and their families and, of
course, direct from me and at many local
gatherings.
Thank you for your continued support.
Sandy Clarke, 758567

St Leonards Parish Hall - Quiz Results
Thank you to everyone who supported Quiz
No.6. Another £50 has been added to our
‘Wish List Fund’ at the top of which is work
to the driveway. Those of you who use the
Hall will know what I mean, and the snow
didn’t help!
13 Quizzes were returned and we have a
new and outright winner this time:
1st

Mr & Mrs Scales, St Leonards
115 pts. (max 136)

2nd Caroline Coates, Buckland Common
113 pts
Close Runners-up
Mrs B Edwards, Hemel Hempstead
Mrs. M Rance, Lincoln
Mrs M Bunn, Tring

JOHN HORN 01494 758250
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Hall, the retiring Chairman Michael Reynolds

Lucky Draw winner - Mrs M Rance, Lincoln.
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We welcome all news, letters and articles which are of general interest and relevance to
the Hilltop Villages. Material for inclusion in the June/July (limited) edition should be sent
to Imogen Vallance (Societies), or Anne Butterworth (Church Matters) by 4 May latest. All
other news, views and material should go directly to the editor, Graham Lincoln. Please
note that photos sent online must be at least 2,500 x 1,750 pixels in size.
Editor
Graham Lincoln 758449  GrahamLnc@aol.com
Societies, Diaries
Imogen Vallance 758552  imogen@ciders.fsnet.co.uk
Co-ordinator/Church Matters
Anne Butterworth 758700  anne@oldbrunsfarm.co.uk
Advertising
Ann Horn 758250  annhorn43@aol.com
Design & Production
Michael Spark 758882  mjbspark@googlemail.com
Photography
Oliver Parsons  758694 oliver@parsons111.freeserve.co.uk
Distribution
Rosemary Pearce 758334
Printer
Strongs, Berkhamsted 01442 878592 info@strongs-printing.co.uk
Hilltop News is entirely non-profit making and is funded by advertising.
Supported by Cholesbury-cum-St Leonards Parish Council.
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