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Give peace a chance
It is rare for the Hilltop Villages to get a
mention in the National Press. But there, in
The Times on February 21, St Leonards was
at the centre (literally) of the planned
overhaul of airline flight paths.

F

or those who may have missed the
news, the idea broadly is to switch
routes from over urban areas to rural
areas, and at lower altitudes. The Hilltop
Villages are right under at least one
planned new route and given that we are
not far off 1,000 feet above sea level, the
altitude bit makes the re-route even more
questionable. The National Air Traffic
Services (Nats) says the new routes will be
more efficient and help avoid delays.
The Times reporter slipped into the
White Lion to get the views of Michelle,
the proprietor, and locals who happened to
be enjoying a drink at the time. All were
unanimous in the view that extra noise
overhead, and we do already get our fair
share, is definitely not welcome. The report
observed that our tiny village ‘hemmed in
on all sides by the wild of the Chilterns, has
no shops, no loud-mouthed yobs and no
traffic’.
Nats are holding a 13-week consultation
process which runs until 22 May. You can
check the new routes yourself by entering
your postcode on the website
www.nats.co.uk/TCNconsultation. You can
also contact our local Parish Council,
through David Clarke, Bucks CC and
Chiltern DC: all will appreciate knowing to
Front Cover Photo
The Hilltop Villages are surrounded by
some of the most beautiful stretches
of bluebell woods. Don’t miss this
year’s show.
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what extent this issue concerns the Hilltop
Villagers.
Would it not be more sensible to route
aircraft over main roads and urban areas
where aircraft noise is less noticeable
because of all the other sounds generated
by human activity? In quiet, rural areas like
our own, aircraft is the only noise that
upsets the peace and tranquillity. These
peaceful areas are shrinking in England
and need to be preserved, not only for us
residents but for all who visit for the very
reason that they are so peaceful. Call me a
nimby: but what’s wrong with trying to
protect your own back yard?
Easter has come and gone, catching
me out being so early. Sorry for not
wishing readers a happy Easter in the
last issue, but hope you have all had a
good one despite the arctic weather!
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Still on the theme of shattered peace
making the National Press, our neighbours
The Lee were also featured recently for a
totally different kind of noise. The sound
of leather against willow in a village is
traditional, and some, like me, would say it
is soothing and as welcome in summer as
the bird song. And it has been going on in
The Lee Cricket Club for even longer than
our 123 years. But one resident has
complained that the ‘rifle-like’ sound
disturbs his peace and has successfully
secured the banning of net practice at the
club. As is so often the case, it is the
youngsters (who thrive on training) who
suffer most. This begs the question, why
move next to a cricket pitch if you can’t put
up with the game?
I hark back to a similar case a decade or
so ago which made the front page of The
Times and Telegraph. At Jordans, another
local club against which Hawridge &
Cholesbury play, a new resident moved into
the village (whose houses surround the
village green pitch) and then got an
injunction to stop play. This was eventually
overturned. Our resident Fletcher Nicholson
used to live in Jordans, but he assures me
that the complainant was not him!
How grateful our cricket club is that its
neighbours are so understanding and
supportive, or are we just lucky that our
pitch is more than a six-hit away from the
nearest house?
Graham Lincoln

LOCAL HISTORY
GROUP

F

or our next meeting
on April 4 we have
an intriguing story
entitled ‘A Batchelor’s
Delight’ which takes us
from the hilltop villages
to the Court of Queen
Elizabeth, with diversions on the way into
contemporary music and ‘espionage’. We
hear from Anne Batchelor who returns to
talk about her ancestor Daniel Batchelor,
one of our ‘Local Heroes’ who made good.
The venue is St Leonards Parish Hall,
starting at 8.00 for 8.15pm.
Our Members Evening and AGM takes
place on, Friday 2 May, at Cholesbury
Village Hall, starting promptly at 8pm.
We will hold a very swift AGM followed by
a couple of interesting talks from members.
We look forward to seeing you there.
For further information please contact
Sylvia Watson on 758914.

SUPPER CONCERT
St Leonards Parish Hall
Saturday Evening 10th May 2008
Please put this date in your diary now.
This event is being planned as a joint fundraiser by St Leonards Parish Hall
Management Committee and The Village
Train Group. Half of the net proceeds will
go to the St Leonards Parish Hall
Management Committee’s current
extension fund; the other half will go
towards rebuilding ‘Annie’, the little
brown carriage towed behind ‘Thomas’,
the villages’ little blue train which will next
appear at St Leonards Parish Hall Annual
Summer Fete on Saturday 7 June 2008.
The entertainment will consist of a variety
of songs performed by soloists and a small
choir plus instrumental performances and
some readings. The musical programme
will be devised and performed by Windsor
Thomas and friends. The evening will be
compèred by Francis Sanger.
Bookings will be taken and tickets sold by
Paddy Thomas (01494) 758460.

ST LEONARDS
PARISH HALL
QUIZ RESULTS
Thank you to everyone who supported
Quiz No. 4, enabling another £60 to be
added to our Hall Refurbishment Fund.
There were 12 entries. Congratulations to
our winners:
1st Mavis Bunn of Tring

175.5 points
(poss.total 184)
2nd Marion Rance of Lincoln
174 points
and also to Mrs Edwards of Hemel
Hempstead, a very close runner-up.
Lucky Draw winner: Guy and Sue Williams
of St Leonards.
Quiz No.5 will be on sale at the St Leonards
Summer Fete on Saturday 7 June, then at
local gatherings, from Hall committee
members, or directly from Sandy Clarke,
Beechwood, Jenkins Lane, St Leonards,
Tring HP23 6NW. (Phone: 01494 758567).
Thank you for your support.
Sandy Clarke

Stop Press
It is with sadness that we report the
death of Miss Edwards on 14th
March. As Headmistress of
Hawridge and Cholesbury School,
she was known and respected by
many families in the Hilltop
Villages. Her funeral which is to be
held at St Mary’s Church, Hawridge
is on Thursday 3rd April at 3pm.
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Going green
There is a bewildering array of advice and
information about how to do your bit in
helping to address the challenge of climate
change. Local resident Professor David
Strong provides some ‘down to earth’
advice.

E

veryone seems to be jumping on the
green bandwagon at the moment –
but what really works in practice and
how long will it take to pay for itself? The
arguments and issues are often technically
very complex and contentious, but I offer a
few do’s and don’ts.
If you really want to ‘go green’ and if
you haven’t done so already, I suggest you
invest in simple straightforward energy
efficiency measures such as cavity-wall
insulation, draught proofing, low energy
compact fluorescent lighting and an
efficient (condensing) boiler and control
system (e.g. an optimum start controller can
now be bought for less than £50 –this will
ensure that your boiler doesn’t start-up any
earlier than is necessary to get your home
up to the required temperature by a
specified time – this is particularly important
on mild spring and autumn mornings and
can reduce your fuel cost by about 15% in
most circumstances). These are all things
which will deliver much greater carbon
savings per £ invested than the much more
capital-intensive measures such as microwind.
Unless you live in a very windy location
and have no obstruction from trees or
surrounding buildings, I strongly advise
against installing a building mounted
micro-wind system. The technology is
being grossly over-sold by B&Q (and others)
and manufacturers’ performance claims
6

regarding likely power output are simply a
fiction. For a wind turbine to work
efficiently you need uninterrupted airflow
and in most cases/locations the airflow
around buildings is simply too turbulent to
make the turbine viable. Also, the electricity
required to supply the power-electronics to
connect the turbine to the electricity
network means that in many situations it
will be a net user of electricity!
If you are surrounded by open fields and
have the option of installing a stand-alone
pole mounted wind turbine, well away from
trees and buildings and at a height of at
least 30 feet from the ground, then a small
wind turbine might be worth considering.
However, your neighbours (and the
Planners) might have something to say
about it!
Solar hot water heating might be worth
considering if you have a sunny south facing
roof which is not over-shadowed by trees –
you can get a decent system fitted for about
£2,000-£3,000, but beware the rogue traders
and ‘commission-only’ salesmen! You are
strongly advised to get at least three quotes
and make sure that the installer is registered
with the Solar Trade Association and has
signed-up to their Code of Conduct: see
http://www.greenenergy.org.uk/sta. A solar
thermal system will (typically) provide about
half your domestic hot-water requirements
(NB they do not save anything on your
space-heating costs).
If you are less concerned about pay-back
time, then photo-voltaic panels may be
worth considering – see
http://www.nef.org.uk/actonCO2/renewable
energy.htm for more info. Unless your house
is listed, you shouldn’t have any problems
with the planners when fitting either solar
thermal and/or pv panels, but it would be
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worth a phone call to CDC to check! A
ground source heat-pump can be a cost
effective option for heating in certain
locations and/or if you are undertaking a
radical refurbishment.
If you are considering building a new
home then the option of ‘designing-out’ a
conventional central heating system
altogether should be considered. This can be
achieved by installing very high standards of
insulation and ultra-high performance
glazing, together with an extremely high
level of air-tightness. Mechanical ventilation
with heat recovery is essential to ensure the
internal environment is kept healthy and
fresh (and to recover heat from the
stale/moist exhaust air) - this is the basis of
the German PassivHaus standard –nearly
10,000 ultra-low energy homes have been
built in Europe using this standard – this
approach also offers the added benefit of a
substantial reduction in the incidence of
childhood asthma.
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toward the best quality “comfort food you
can sink your teeth into” as he described it.
Consistent with his strong support for
the democratic process, Gary was prepared
to recognise other people’s points of view,
even if they were contrary to his.
Nevertheless, he was an indefatigable
supporter of field sports and enjoyed more
than 30 years of legal hare coursing. He
viewed interference with field sports as a
political expression rather than a reasoned
one. Gary quipped that “If huntsmen went
running across the countryside wearing
green overalls with ‘Rentokil’ stencilled on
the back, no one would give a monkey’s…”
Gary William Heap died unexpectedly in
the morning of 15 January 2008 at the age
of 51 years. In his seven years at The White
Lion, Gary had become a much loved
member of the Hilltop Community who will
be deeply missed by a much broader
community and his four teenage children:
Carly, Liam, Rory and William.

Gary Heap
Being born in Bury, Lancashire in 1956
entitled Gary Heap to be a life-long fan of
Manchester United, notwithstanding the
fact that he was brought to Tring at the
age of ten. After school, Gary served an
apprenticeship as a chef, making him a
good judge of food, its preparation and its
service.

A

lthough Gary’s early career took
several diverse and unlikely twists
and turns, he came into the licensed
trade 20 years ago and soon took over
running ‘The Castle’ in Tring. When the
opportunity to move into ‘The White Lion’
in St Leonards arose in 2001, he formed a
business partnership with a friend from his
school days, Michelle Stratton, to run this
village pub.
Gary’s wit, vivid imagination, outrageous
expressions and deeply held passions
quickly endeared him to villagers and
visitors alike. Combined with Michelle’s
financial management skills, The White
Lion became a sound and viable player in
community life. Whilst acknowledging the
important roles of the local church and
village hall, Gary believed firmly that the
pub should also be a focal point of village
life and be a place where village women
were safe and felt welcome. “A village pub
on a winter’s evening, a roaring fire and
locals sitting around talking – now that is
life as it should be.” Providing such an
atmosphere was his determined mission.
Without ever revealing a trace of
xenophobia, Gary was outspokenly proud
of being English and a strong advocate of
English traditions. Hence it was no surprise
that he invited The Revd. David Burgess to
dedicate the flag pole and Cross of St
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Gary Heap: jester at the window

Bill Ingram 758258
George, which usually flies outside the pub
to affirm loyalty to our country. Exceptions
were made when the piratical skull and
cross-bones were displayed on days when
Gary believed the Spanish Armada was in
port!
Maintaining top quality cask
conditioned ales was a passion for Gary.
Regular public recognition of his success by
CAMRA was a source of great pride to him.
He delighted in offering a most interesting
variety of seasonal ales and other guest
beers and ciders. As Gary’s reputation for
keeping fine ale in top condition spread,
people were drawn in from outside the
Hilltop Villages.
Accepting that a food service is now
essential to the economic survival of village
pubs, Michelle and Gary pursued menu
choices that reflected Gary’s affection for
traditional English fare such as stews, pies
and casseroles, taking inspiration from his
culinary hero, Rick Stein. Gary tended
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Hilltop Villagers will be pleased to know
that Michelle is carrying on running The
White Lion herself. It will remain a
traditional village pub, for village people,
serving traditional pub food. Michelle plans
to hold more beer festivals and charity
events. At the end of March, Michelle held
a party for her staff, and the many friends
and regular customers who have been so
supportive after Gary’s untimely death.

Hilltop News
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CHOLESBURY-CUMST LEONARDS
HORTICULTURAL
SOCIETY NEWS
Despite the weather that came at the
beginning of last month, I hope that when
you read this March will indeed have come
in like a lion and gone out like a lamb,
encouraging us all out into our gardens.

T

he spring flowers are now brightening
up the flowerbeds, with bursting
shoots bringing a promise of more to
come, and, having first cleared any
remaining winter debris and thatch from
the lawn, it is time to oil, grease and tweak
the mower to encourage it into life for
another season. If you have not yet
trimmed your garden hedge, however, have
a mind to the birds nesting there and
perhaps delay a week or two.
This is also a good time of year to tackle
any persistent weeds, such as nettle,
dandelion and bindweed that may be
starting to appear. These are easier to spot
and remove before the perennials become
too abundant again. The softer ground will
also enable easier removal and enhance the
chances of removing the entire root,
leaving nothing to shoot again, as is their
habit.
In the vegetable patch, many of the
more hardy seeds and root vegetables can
be sown now and you can continue to sow
peas and broad beans. However, be aware
that frosts can occur in this area into May
so any tender plants must be protected.
The trick is in the timing, so aim to sow
seeds of susceptible plants, such as French
and runner beans, so that they are
emerging as the risk of frost passes.

The Hort Soc was delighted to welcome
Mrs Edwina Robarts to Cholesbury Village
Hall on 14 March, when she gave an
informative and well illustrated talk to
approximately 60 of us on the National
Gardens Scheme and Hertfordshire gardens
that are involved with that.
Our next event will be the now
traditional plant sale and ploughman’s
supper, which will take place on Friday 9
May at 7.30 at Cholesbury Village Hall.
There will also be a short talk on preparing
vegetables for showing, which will be given
by Brian Hoar, himself no stranger to
success at the autumn show. The plant sale
is always a good place to pick up plants
that you may have missed out on planting
this year, as well as many that you have not
even thought about, so be sure to book
your place for this popular event by
phoning Di Garner on 758347. Any
contributions for the plant sale will be
gratefully received and should be brought
to the hall on the evening. Please label
plants so that purchasers do not end with a
giant growth where they expected a dwarf!
As usual, we will be holding our annual
open garden with teas in the summer as
well as the members-only evening open
garden visit. Notification about these events
will be posted in the next issue of Hilltop
News in addition to the usual publicity.
Anyone wishing to become a member can
do so for the small annual fee of £2 by
phoning Di Garner.
The Annual Show will take place this
year on Saturday 30 August so start
planning now if you aim to trump the
achievements of last year’s winners!
Anne Brown 758890
Hort Soc Committee
(http://www.cholesbury.com/hortsoc.htm)

St Leonards Parish Hall Fête
Horse Show & Gymkhana & Dog Show
7th June 2008
Please make a note in your diaries!

Fête – Open at 2pm
bring your family and friends to support the day
Due to your great generosity and some hard work during the year the
Extension will begin after Easter. To complete the final touches we
need the Fête to beat the records again!
PLEASE HELP IF YOU CAN - The following are URGENTLY needed

Raffle Prizes & Raffle ticket sellers
Items for stalls: Tombola, Bottle, Book, Plants, Cake,
Bric-a-Brac, Children’s Toys and Clothes
Any other ideas and offers of help would be most appreciated !

Many old and some new attractions –
Horse Show & Gymkhana - from 9am
This successful committee have again taken on the organisation of the Horse
Show and Schedules/Entry Forms are available from Karen Crippen 758609

Dog Show - from 1.30pm
Details from Jonathan Bright 01494 758907
The Fête is the Hall’s main fund raising event of the year and the proceeds
help to keep the Hiring Rates competitively low and keep the facilities in good
order
Any offer of help, however little, adds up to a large effort to make this
Annual Village Event a success
Contact me or any member of the St Leonards Hall Committee - we look
forward to hearing from you
JOHN HORN 01494 758250
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THE PARISH COUNCIL

THE COUNTY COUNCIL

Highways

Thank Heavens for the

I

recently toured the Parish from Coppice
Farm Park to The Black Horse and all
stations in between with Mike Fish, our
new Area Technician at Bucks Highways.
We examined every pothole, damaged
verge, blocked drain and missing sign and
he didn't disagree when I said the situation
is appalling. Really bad locations included
Taylors Lane, Chambers Green Road,
Parrotts Lane and Little Twye. The Parish
Council has been assured that damage
outside Cholesbury Church will be
corrected when building works next door
are completed, but there is other damage
in this area including blocked drains which
cause flooding in Springall Hill. We also
narrowly avoided deep ruts at the edge of
The Vale.
Mike was not confident that much could
be done as there is little money in the
Council budget for road repairs, however
he will do his best to keep up with the
pothole problem.
The message is: report all highways
problems to ‘Highways on Call’ 0845
230 2882. They will give you a reference
number so you can keep chasing it until
the work is done. The Parish Council
continues to maintain a dialogue with
Bucks CC on highways problems but you
can make a difference by making a phone
call to Highways on Call whenever you
notice a problem.

beautiful weather in
February which helped to
dispel the gloom of the
blustery start to the year.
Already the Spring
flowers are appearing in abundance and a
welcome reminder that Easter is not far
away.

T

he County Council has now received
the results of the 2007 Comprehensive
Performance Assessment issued by the
Audit Commission. Buckinghamshire is
judged to be improving well and in terms
of services the scores have never been
higher. Unfortunately however, the
Council was unable to regain the ‘excellent’

Allotments
For the first time since I became Clerk (was
it really eight years ago?), all allotments
are taken. However, if you are considering
taking an allotment, I will look at
possibilities for creating some more plots.
David Clarke –
Clerk to the Council 758567

status (lost in 2006 after an appeal against
our Adult Social Care score), because of
technical issues in financial reporting. The
problems encountered were in relation to
the standard and timeliness of background
working papers and our late response to
auditors’ enquiries. Despite an appeal to
the Audit Commission against this
judgement we were unsuccessful.
The council achieved high marks for use
of resources, and measures are in place to
address the shortcomings in financial
reporting and working with them to clarify
the standards they expect. The seven
Councils who lost their 4-star rating this
year were Essex, Oxfordshire, Dorset,
Norfolk, Nottinghamshire, Wiltshire and
Hertfordshire!
The South Central Ambulance Trust in
Buckinghamshire and the Primary Care
Trust have both been subject to scrutiny
reviews, and the former has been working
hard to improve the 8-minutes response
rate to life threatening emergency calls.
The PCT has been presenting early plans
around the Aylesbury Vale growth agenda
(of which I am fearful as you know).
You will have another opportunity, if
you wish, to have your say on the Council’s
Core Strategy for Minerals and Waste, up
until 25 April. The ‘Preferred Options
Document’ will set out possible sites for
future waste management. We are now
recycling and composting 40 per cent of
our waste with plans to reach 50 per cent
by 2010; however the core strategy is really
more about what we do with the residual
waste that becomes ever more expensive to
landfill.
We have been out and about on local
roads again in mid-February looking at
potholes, drainage and other local
problems. Do please let me know if you
have concerns that need attention and I
will do my best to flag up with officers as
soon as possible.
Tricia Birchley 01296 621138
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CURVACEOUS COOK

W.H.A Upholstery
RE-UPHOLSTERY SPECIALIST
IN
ANTIQUE & MODERN FURNITURE
ALSO LOOSE COVERS

Orangey-red soup
About once every two weeks I have a major clear out of the fridge, and make a soup of almost
everything that is about ready to go. Sometimes this is really good, and sometimes not, but this
week I was very pleased with the result, and will try to reproduce it here.
Into a big pan put roughly chopped:
3 rashers of bacon
1/2 butternut squash, peeled, pipped
2 parsnips,
1 leek
3 garlic cloves just peeled and bashed
1/2 of a big peeled celeriac
1 stick celery
I red and 1 yellow pepper
1 onion
2 big peeled carrots
2 big peeled sweet potatoes
1 small dried or fresh red chilli
About 1” ginger root grated straight in (I don’t peel it)
Slosh about 2 tbs olive oil onto them and turn in the pan over heat
Fry for a few moments, stirring all the time, then add 2 tins tomatoes, broken up and about
2 pints stock to just cover the veg. Ideally the stock should be homemade, but any
veg or poultry stock will do.

Free Estimates No Obligation

01494 862821 (Day)
01628 521210 (Evenings)
21 Haleacre Workshop, Watchet Lane
Little Kingshill, Great Missenden. HP16 0DR

D o yo u n e e d h el p wi t h
your

Maths or Ph ysic s
a t G CS E or A l e v e l ?
Experienced and Patient T utor
Competitive rates

Call Isobel Clark 758987
email : tutoring@cholesbury.com

Simmer gently for about 25 minutes until the veg just gives in when pushed against the
side of the pan. Stir in a big tin of your favourite beans, I used Borlotti.
I like my soup quite chunky, and my daughter likes it smooth, so I do both at the end, and what I
like best is just zapping half of it to a really creamy consistency, and pouring that back into the rest.
I freeze in zippy bags and take it still frozen to work where it gently thaws out, and is ready to
microwave at lunchtime.
A bit of grated or cream cheese or crème fraiche or fromage frais with some chives or parsley on
top is good. If only I could eat it, I would also have a chunk of fresh bread on the side!
Lulu Stephen bellingdon@hotmail.com
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The day Gordon took
control of the Cup Final
When our near neighbours Margaret and
Gordon Kew moved to Buckland Common
some 20 years ago, the gentleman’s name
immediately struck a chord. Was this the
‘Gordon Kew of Amersham’, well known
among us football fans of the late 1960s/70s
as our local, and one of the game’s top
referees? When I set eyes on him there was
no doubt: he looked no different.
Knowing Gordon personally now, I
understand that his natural modesty
prevents him talking about his years as one
of the ‘elite’ Football League referees.
Celebrity status does not sit comfortably with
Gordon, as it did with some of his
contemporary colleagues, like Jack Taylor (TV
game show appearances) or more recently,
the high-profile Graham Poll of Tring.
But taking advantage of my position as
editor of Hilltop News, I persuaded Gordon
to share some of his memories, particularly
of the 1974 FA Cup Final. I hope readers will
forgive my self-indulgence as a devout
football fan and enjoy reading about my
recent chat with Gordon –Ed.

G

ordon admits to being never much
of a player, and was ‘kidded’ into
refereeing by Margaret’s father (a
former league referee) while he was
courting. Although Gordon progressed to
be one of league’s ‘twenty select’ refs, had
handled numerous First Division matches
16

Gordon Kew receives his Cup Final medal
from Princess Anne

The man in black

and run the line at the 1971 Cup Final, he
admits disbelief when he got a call from
the FA secretary asking ‘Are you doing
anything on 4 May?’ ‘The FA Cup Final’,
Gordon says, ‘is the match every English
referee dreams of handling’.
The appointment was all the more
surprising because of an incident in a
quarter final match that season which
became a national talking point, and thrust
Gordon into the limelight. Nottingham
Forest were leading at Newcastle 3-1 and
Gordon had sent off a home player who
pushed him. With tensions rising, a large
section of the crowd invaded the pitch.
Gordon led the teams off for 15 minutes

while the police restored order. On
resumption, Newcastle rallied and won the
match 4-3. Subsequently, the FA punished
the home side by ordering a replay at a
neutral ground behind closed doors, which
Newcastle won.
Newcastle eventually won through to
the final (against Liverpool) and it is a
testament to Gordon’s handling of that
quarter final tie that Newcastle had no
qualms about Gordon refereeing the final.
In fact, Gordon won universal praise for his
calm and authoritative handling of the
explosive situation.
Gordon’s first reaction to his
appointment was to get himself ‘extra’ fit.
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Wembley then was
renowned for its lush turf
that saps strength from the
legs, which Gordon had
experienced first hand
three years earlier as
linesman. He also had to
get used to the extra
publicity, which the buildup to a final always
attracts. Gordon likes to
steer clear of publicity, but
the FA instructed him to
cooperate with the TV and
press.
Along with 1,200
referees from around
England, Gordon was
entertained at London’s
Hilton Hotel. On the
Saturday morning he
reported to the FA
headquarters at Lancaster
Gate to select the match
ball. Continuing the VIP
treatment, a limousine
took him to Wembley for
the pre-match lunch.
I asked Gordon if he was
especially nervous. “Well, I
have good powers of concentration and
can usually shut crowd reaction out of my
mind. But here were the two most
passionate and vocal sets of supporters in
the country, so I took my two linesmen (it
was their first Wembley visit) to walk round
the pitch pre-match to get used to the
atmosphere.
As royalty was present (Princess Anne)
Gordon had to work to a strict timetable.
At 2.48 he began the walk out into the
cauldron with the teams. At 2.54 he met
Princess Anne who asked, “Do you
anticipate any problems today?” “Only that
players might not hear my whistle above
the noise of the crowd”, he replied. “Then
you should consider using a Klaxon, as we
17

A NEW LEAGUE, A
NEW CHALLENGE

do in show jumping”.
Gordon remembers little of the actual
match: only that it passed, to his great
relief, without controversy. It was a onesided affair: Liverpool winning 3-0, with
Kevin Keegan scoring twice. My abiding
recollection is of Gordon, when the third
goal went in, puffing out his chest and
thrusting a finger unambiguously towards
the general direction of the centre spot,
confirming in no uncertain terms, that the
goal was legitimate.
On presenting to Gordon his medal,
Princess Anne remarked, “I heard your
whistle perfectly well”. The manager of
Newcastle, the legendary former player Joe
Harvey, said to Gordon after the
presentations, “this is the loneliest place in
the world when you have lost, will you
walk off the pitch with me?”
This, Gordon tells me, was the first Cup
Final when the referee received both a
medal and a fee. Previously the ref could
choose one or the other. What would
Gordon have chosen? “Oh, definitely the
medal”. The fee was 15 guineas (£15.75 in
today’s terms). He showed me his medal:
inscribed ‘G C Kew’, with the date around
the rim. After the match, Gordon and
Margaret went to an FA reception at The
Savoy.
Soon after the Cup Final, Gordon was
placed on FIFA’s International list of
referees and travelled through much of
Europe before retiring in 1977 at the
statutory age of 47. He returned to his
weekday job in the City working for a
major insurance company. Getting time off
to referee was never a problem, as this was
regarded as a public service.
Of his mementos received during his
time in football, one of Gordon’s most
treasured is a gold cigarette lighter given
to him by none other than the great Pele.

H

awridge & Cholesbury enter the new
season in a different league. After 15
seasons in the Mid-Bucks League,
which we famously won in 2006, the club
members decided
to seek pastures
new in the
Chilterns League.
Our opponents in
this league will be
Amersham Hill,
Coleshill, Great and
Little Kingshill,
White Waltham,
Little Marlow,
Wargrave, Littlewick Green and Hurley. Our
first league match is against White
Waltham: near Maidenhead, this is the
furthest of our travels in this league. Our 1st
XI plays away and our 2nd XI at home on 3
May. Before that, we
play Brill at home in
Round 1 of the npower
National Village Cup, on
20 April.
Neil Jones has
decided to stand down
as Youth manager after
many years sterling work
(have you noticed the
number of youngsters
practising on a Thursday evening?). Barbara
Golds has agreed to take over as junior
section coordinator (her phone number is
01844 275874). Neil will, happily, carry on as
manager of the Under 16 youth team (other
age groups run are U12 and U14) and, if his
dodgy knees hold up, keep playing
regularly. The rest of the committee is
unchanged, but joined by Phil Wright who
has, with Mick Channer, been instrumental
in keeping the social and fund-raising side
of things buzzing. Our Sunday team plays
friendly matches with a team of mixed

Thanks for the memories, Gordon.
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ability. Steve White, as Cricket Manager,
governs team selection.
Thanks to careful ground management
over the years, we now have a first class
playing area, which is one of the reasons we
were unanimously elected to the Chilterns
League. At the end of last season, a work
party of club members carried out necessary
pitch maintenance themselves and saved the
club around £1,100 which would have been
charged by an outside contractor. This
‘extra’ money is being used to improve
facilities at the club: a new score-box should
be in place for the start of the season, as
will paving slabs at the front of the
clubhouse to tidy up this notoriously muddy
area.
We hope to welcome back our regular Sri
Lankan players (visa applications pending),
Suranga (with wife Naomi) and Sankalpa. As
well as giving a healthy boost to our playing
strength, the two lads will also help train
the youngsters.
Our club’s main efforts, as ever, are
directed towards getting
more playing members.
We urge anyone in the
Hilltop Villages,
whatever your playing
strength, to join our
club. If you do not play,
then consider joining as
a social member. What
better way of spending
a weekend afternoon than playing or
watching village cricket in the beautiful
surroundings of Cholesbury Common.
Everyone is given a warm and friendly
welcome.
Please support Hawridge & Cholesbury
Cricket Club. Give me a call, or come to a
practice evening from the middle of April
(weather permitting), seniors Wednesdays
from 7pm, colts Thursday 6pm to 8pm.
Here’s to a happy and successful season and,
perhaps, a little less rain than last season!
Graham Lincoln, Secretary, Hawridge &
Cholesbury Cricket Club - 758449
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Gowk, Har and Whin
A very wet start to the year saw nigh on 4
inches of rainfall in January. As I write this,
the wind is getting up for a second night this
week. Will I finish before the power goes off
again? Looking ahead we should not bank
on a repeat of last Spring’s record
temperatures, the warmest since 1914. April
will be noticeably cooler than normal
although later on in May it will probably
make up for a slow start to the growing
season. Rainfall will be much as you would
expect for the time of year but as the water
table remains high there will be a continued
chance of surface flooding if we experience a
heavy downfall.

I

t is not immediately obvious but over the
first part of this year many thousands of
our commonly seen garden birds are on
the move, ‘migrating’ back from their
seasonal quarters. Each autumn many of the
birds in our gardens make themselves scarce.
By spreading out along the hedgerows and
woodland edges they can feast themselves
on energy-rich seeds, nuts or berries whilst
taking refuge from the worst of the
weather. In recent years this habit has been
slowly changing. With the milder winter
season and our growing tendency to
supplement their diet by putting out food,
some varieties of garden birds are staying
put. Birds have different ways of feeding in
the winter or when food is scarce. Typically
goldfinches, specialist nut feeders, linger on
the perch and can be seen defending their
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‘horde’ (e.g. sunflower and niger seeds),
meanwhile nuthatches and coal tits, neither
of whom hang around, are smash and grab
merchants. Then there are the marauding
troupes of long-tailed tits that noisily breeze
in at ten-to-the-dozen and as quickly spiral
off as though connected by invisible elastic.
All these birds have been on the increase in
our gardens, in recent years, according to
the census numbers reported by the BTO and
RSPB.
Another conspicuous visitor this winter,
which has been reported in these parts, is
the brambling. It often congregates with
other ground-feeding relatives such as
chaffinches whose numbers, like sparrows,
have been falling in recent years. So, one
action that can be taken is to provide a
supply of seed in a trough or the like at
ground level. This will help the ground
feeders and also entice some of the larger
birds such as pheasants.
It’s the time of year for the Har. Har is
another name for the hare and is Old English
for grey or old. Old perhaps because the
hare looks like it’s a stooping rabbit. Brown
hares were brought to Britain with the
Romans, possibly for the sport of coursing.
(Before this only mountain hares could be
found in moorland Britain). Their sudden
arrival in this country and prominence
around the festival of Eostre probably
accounts for their adoption as mystical
creatures in Pagan culture. They were
originally animals of the steppes in Asia,
which moved into the continental grassland
prairies. The clearance of forest and
development of arable farming enabled
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them to spread fast in lowland areas but
they cannot survive in the highlands where
their cousin still holds sway. The next two
months is the best time of year to see hares;
they are active over their prolonged
breeding season from February to
September and despite being night-time
feeders they are most visible around now
with crops only newly emergent. The
‘boxing’, for which they are noted, is not a
territorial battle by males but is instigated by
the females repelling over-amorous
suitors. Females can raise up to four
litters per year, each of two to four
young (leverets). Unlike rabbits they
do not use burrows but rear
their young in scrapes or
forms, where they are
particularly vulnerable,
so they stay motionless
all day and are only fed at
dusk to avoid detection by
predators. Hare populations
vary considerably from place
to place and season to
season, leverets, in particular,
being heavily predated by
foxes and stoats. They rely on
their marbled camouflage to
avoid detection and their speed to
escape. Although around here their
numbers may be modest, two places I
have see them in recent times are the
fields at Bellingdon End and those
between Hawridge Common and Heath End.
Elsewhere, when numbers overrun and due
to the damaging impact they can have on
cereal crops and young tree saplings, they
have to be managed as a minor pest.
It’s also the time of year when one listens
out for the Gowk. The word Gowk is Scottish
or north English for one who is an awkward
or a foolish person who does not take their
responsibilities seriously. In this case we are
referring to the cuckoo, well named on
account of it leaving parental responsibilities
to others. Last year the first call was on 17
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April. It is said to be lucky if you hear your
first cuckoo when out walking and no such
luck if still in bed! Let me know if you hear
one around this date this year and what you
were up to at the time!
The hedgerows and commons really come
into their own this month. Yellow flowers
predominate attracting in particular some of
the first bees of the year. Although already
making a showing if March is warm, lesser
celandines appear where the ground is
wetter. Cowslips like well-drained
undisturbed pastures where chalk is not
far from the surface. Look out for
common gorse, which is one Old English
name that has stuck, as it also has regional
names of furze and whin (as in whinchat, a
bird which sings from the top of furze
bushes). These days its erstwhile usefulness is
largely forgotten. Its presence on the
Commons is not an accident, as it
would have been carefully
managed and cherished, as
the young shoots are a
valuable source of animal
fodder, whilst the woody
parts make excellent
fencing to keep
animals in or out, or
for fires. So any
Commoners found
abusing their right to
collect furze were
liable to a
heavy fine.
Once again with the bluebells due out in
the last week in April there is only one
choice for the kind of walk this time of year
but plenty of different woods to choose
from. But beware, the first speckled wood
butterflies have emerged and are all males.
They set up territories along the woodland
walks and are prepared to defend their
domains ruthlessly!
Please let me have your observations and
questions as usual.
chrisbrown@rayshill.com
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Horace Butcher
A TRUE COUNTRYMAN
Some people are lucky enough to find that
everything they need for fulfilment is right
on their own doorstep. Horace Butcher was
never in any doubt. Throughout what he
unhesitatingly described as “a wonderful life,
boy” he only once moved away from
Buckland Common – even then he went no
further than Dundridge – where he was born
in 1906. Coming home to Cherry Cottage
with his wife Violet and young daughter
Gillian two years after the war, and bringing
with him the magnolia which was the first
thing he planted in his new garden, he knew
he’d never move again.

I

n buying Cherry
Cottage Horace was
particularly pleased
because he felt he
was “keeping it in the
family”. It had been
built with twelve
others by his
enterprising and
resourceful
grandfather, the
owner of the first wet fish shop in Chesham
and the person who planted the cherry
orchards which gave the family home its
name.
Horace had vivid memories of life growing
up in the country with his brothers George
and Arthur and sister Elsie; of learning to
shoot, a lifelong passion for which as a
member of the Muzzle Loaders Club he was
later to win trophies; of walking and cycling
everywhere when “life wasn’t the rat run it is
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today” and only going to Chesham when in
need of a new suit; of playing football and
cricket during the long hot summers
interrupted only by violent thunderstorms.
Brought up to work hard, he readily
turned his hand to anything: gathering flints
from the fields for Ernie Collier’s father;
helping out the local bodgers who were stern
taskmasters; learning to rear pheasant
fledglings from Nick Rodwell, the
gamekeeper up at Dundridge, and acting as
an earth stopper for the local hunts. He was a
countryman through and through.
The photograph shows an intrepid sixteen
year old Horace beaming with his first
motorcycle but although he later learnt to
drive a car as well, there’s no doubt that
cycling gave him the most pleasure. Until very
late in life he was a familiar figure, his
deerstalker bobbing above the hedges as,
impeccable in highly polished gaiters and
plus-twos he cycled into Tring every week to
collect his pension.
Horace always took great pride in his
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appearance as you can see from this early
photograph. This meticulous approach
extended to his home which he maintained
immaculately, keeping his horse brasses
beautifully polished, painting it every year
without fail. In his garden, a wilderness when
he and his family arrived at the cottage, one
of the first things he did was create an
arbour for his wife Violet, a seamstress, to do
her sewing, out of direct sunlight. Over the
years he transformed it, vigorously digging the
heavy ground, regardless of his age, producing
wonderful flowers and vegetables for which
he was known throughout the area.
Never afraid of hard work and having
always enjoyed excellent health, he had no
doubt where his priorities lay, even after a
major hernia operation very late in life, when
the horrified nurse popping round to check
on him discovered him calmly digging up his
leeks. But then Horace never would be told
what to do. His friends and neighbours might
have feared for his safety when they found
him up mending the roof or in the garden
climbing a ladder to the top of his plum tree
but he never did. He wasn’t just a good
gardener, he was both very generous and
very idiosyncratic; never better demonstrated
than in his consternation when one of his
friends suddenly died just when Horace – an
excellent cook - had invited him to dinner
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because his turnip greens were at
their best. At the same time he
was frequently to be seen cycling
round to friends and neighbours
with his bicycle loaded with
vegetables and the game he’d
shot. (Liz Firth had him to thank
for teaching her how to pluck a
pheasant). Some flowers just
didn’t meet his criteria; he loved
the wide swathe of 50 tulips he
and Liz planted in front of his
cottage but promptly dug up
some offending dahlias she’d
introduced elsewhere without
ceremony. No-one was ever
offended; they held him in too much
affection.
A painter and decorator by trade, his
working methods were equally unorthodox.
Fletcher Nicholson remembers him charging
very little and arriving at six o’clock in the
morning to start work, very quietly, so as not
to wake the household. To the families for
whom he worked he frequently became a
surrogate grandfather. His hospitality was
legendary. To quote his eulogy, “who didn’t
feel better and years younger on receiving his
customary welcome - Well sit down boy. Sit
down girlie”.
A kind man, the only harsh words he had
were for magpies which he hated with a true
countryman’s fervour.
He was respected everywhere for the
values he stood for and will be much missed.
He lost Violet in 1966 but continued to wear
his wedding ring until much to his distress he
lost it in the garden at the end of his life.
However his family and friends never allowed
him to feel lonely and he was devoted to his
daughter Gillian, his grandchildren Ruth and
Jane and great grandchildren Laurence, Max,
Timothy, Emma and Simon.
If there is one defining image of Horace it
is with his head thrown back laughing at
some anecdote or joke. That is how we’d like
to remember him.
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REAL TIME
by the Reverend David Burgess
I think this Easter will be long remembered
as “the one that came early”. That’s not just
our memories or imagination playing us up
– it’s true. Penny has an uncle in Canada
who enjoys these sorts of statistics, and he
pointed out to us that Easter hasn’t been
this early since 1913, and won’t be again
until 2228.

W

hat has this meant? A busier than
usual Holy Week, for sure. Partly
because of the calendar and
partly because of new legislation, Easter has
fallen in term time, with challenges and the
opportunities for work within schools. For
our pupils this year, the build up to Easter
hasn’t been something that’s about to
happen or has just taken place; it’s been
part of the here and now.
For the churches it’s meant that Easter
has followed on very swiftly from Christmas.
Our thinking, planning, and teaching has,
therefore, been very concentrated, with
Epiphany, Lent and Easter following one
another in a rush with none of the usual
small gaps for us to draw breath.
This has given me pause for thought. I’ve
always found Holy Week to be the most
special part of the Christian year. The set
readings and the pattern of worship give us
the opportunity to look at the events
leading up to Good Friday and Easter Day
almost in real time. The story of the week is
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recorded in sequence in all four gospels, and
from them we can know something of what
Jesus was doing on each of those days.
I say “almost” and “something of”
because we don’t have the whole picture.
We don’t have twenty-four hour coverage
of that most precious time in history.
Compare it with today. I’m writing this on
the morning that Terminal Five was officially
opened at Heathrow Airport. I woke up to
the news first thing this morning; I listened
to it in the car on the way to the office, and
it was a relief to get to the Church Room
and not to have to hear about construction
details, passenger figures or the complaints
of those protesting against the project!
We know so little, really, about the
events of 2000 years ago. St John says at the
very end of his Gospel:
“Jesus did many other things as well. If
every one of them were written down, I
suppose that even the whole world would
not have room for the books that were
written”.
I want to know! I’d love to find out
about some of the unwritten, unrecorded
deeds of the Son of God when he was alive
on this earth. But I have to have the faith
that I’ve been given what I need.
We live our lives from day to day, and
fortunately most of us have a clear
recollection of what goes on. But we can’t
know everything; memory fades, things
happen around us that we don’t notice, and
a truly comprehensive view of history would
be completely beyond our grasp. I’m
grateful that we have small sections of the
Bible where we can gain a glimpse of what
went on in real time; but for the rest, God
provides us with what we need to know,
and with that I’m satisfied.
Yours in Christ,
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CHURCH SERVICES - April & May 2008
DATE

DAY

St. John the Baptist
THE LEE

St. Leonard’s
ST LEONARDS

St. Laurence
CHOLESBURY

St. Mary’s
HAWRIDGE

NOTES
Mid-Week Holy Communion

6 Apr

Easter 3

8.00
11.00

Holy Communion
Matins

DB
IC
DB
JuH

13 Apr

Easter 4

10.00

Parish Communion
Sunday School

20 Apr

Easter 5

8.00
10.00

Holy Communion
Family Service

27 Apr

Easter 6

10.00

Parish Communion

11.00

Parish Communion
Sunday School

DB
VO

9.30

Parish Communion

IC

6.00pm Parish Communion

DB

10.45

Matins

IC

DB
Lay/DB

11.00

Family Service

DB

9.30

Holy Communion

JH

11.00

Matins

IC

9.45

Parish Communion

9.30
6.00pm

Family Service
Evensong

DB
IC

9.30

Holy Communion

IC

IC

10.45

Parish Communion

IC

DB

10.45

Parish Communion

DB

10.00am every Wednesday
at the Lee
Holy Communion Matins
& Evensong
(Book of Common Prayer)
Parish Communion
& Morning Service
(Common Worship)

1 May Ascension
Day

10.00

Holy Communion

IC

4 May

8.00
11.00

Holy Communion
Matins

DB
IC

10.00

Parish Communion
Sunday School

DB
JuH

Easter 7

11 May Pentecost
18 May

7.30pm
11.00

Joint service at
Cholesbury
Parish Communion
Sunday School

DB
VO

6.00pm Parish Communion

Trinity
Sunday

8.00
10.00

Holy Communion
Family Service

JW
DB

11.00

Family Service

25 May Trinity 1

10.00

Parish Communion

JH

11.00

Matins

7.30pm

Joint
Parish Communion

DB

7.30pm

Joint service at
Cholesbury

9.30

Parish Communion

IC

9.30
6.00pm

Family Service
Evensong

DB
IC

Parish Communion

IC

10.45

Matins

IC

9.30

Lay/ DB

9.30

Holy Communion

IC

10.45

Parish Communion

IC

IC

9.45

Quiet Service

DB

10.45

Parish Communion

DB

DB = Rev. David Burgess
IC

= Rev. Ivor Cornish

JH

= Rev. John Hull

JW = Rev. Jack Walne
JuH = Judy Hart
VO = Virginia Oldham
JoW = Joan Walton

Vicar
The Revd. David Burgess
The Vicarage, The Lee
Gt Missenden Bucks HP16 92Z
01494 837315
d.burgess@clara.net

The Lee
Mike Sherratt 01494 782701
avril@sherratt64.freeserve.co.uk

Curate
The Revd. Ivor Cornish
01296 630345

Judy Hart 01494 837328
judy.hart@virgin.net

Hon Curate
The Revd. John Hull
01296 624487

St. Leonards
Anne Butterworth 01494 758700
anne@oldbrunsfarm.co.uk

Parish secretary
Jane Reynolds
Church Room 01494 757048
churchroom@waitrose.com
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Hawridge
Joan Walton 01494 758332
James Watson 01494 758914
Cholesbury
John Farmer 01494 758715
jandb.Farmer@btopenworld.com

Ann Horn 01494 758250
annhorn43@aol.com
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be able to acknowledge someone who had
contributed so much to the community.
We were sad to hear of David
Morrison’s death. David lived with his
wife, Linda, at Coppice Farm Park and was
well known by all the residents there. They
were married many years ago at the Baptist
Church in Chesham and to Linda and their
four children we send our sympathy and
good wishes at this time.

CHOLESBURY
Holy Baptism
24 February 2008 Olivia Cerys May Brown

ST LEONARDS

HAWRIDGE
Mothering Sunday What a lovely
occasion our Mothering Sunday Family
Service was! The Church was full and the
service taken beautifully by David with the
assistance of the children who said some
very thoughtful prayers. Pictures had been
given to the children to colour and they
received sweets as well as a potted
primrose for their mothers.
Market Stall – Saturday 5 April
We are holding a Market Stall at Chesham
Market from 8.30am. Please come and
support us!
May Fair – Bank Holiday Monday 5 May
12 noon to 5pm at Cholesbury Village Hall.
Ploughman’s Lunches – Afternoon Teas –
Cake Stall – Tombola – Raffle – Bric-a-Brac –
28

Lace making demonstration. PLEASE COME
TO SUPPORT THIS EVENT!
Annual Joint August Bank Holiday
Fete Planning Meeting – 7 May at 8pm
in the School. The August Fete is very
important for the local churches at
Cholesbury and Hawridge to keep the
churches functioning financially. We would
welcome your attending this meeting to
give new ideas and offers of help in
planning this year’s event. If you would like
more details please contact one of the
Churchwardens – John Farmer (758715),
James Watson (758914) or Joan Walton
(758332).
Hawridge Church Walking Group
The April walk will be on Tuesday 1st
when we will meet at 10am at Weston
Turville Reservoir. Meet in the lay-by in
Worlds End Lane which is the turning to
the right before you reach the Garden
Centre coming from Wendover. The lay-by
is about a quarter of a mile on the right.
You are all most welcome to join us. The
walk is about three miles and is taken at a
leisurely pace.
The May walk will be on Tuesday 13th
at 10am – meeting place to be advised. NB
this is the second Tuesday due to holidays.
Please contact Margaret and Joan nearer
the date for details – 758332. A donation
of 50p towards church funds is always
appreciated.
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W

e send our love and congratulations
to two of our more senior
citizens. Zoe Dowson has just
celebrated her 95th birthday and Dora
Lamasz her 90th. The partying with family
and friends lasted for several days!
It has been decided to keep St
Leonards Church open during the day
from about 9am until late afternoon. This
is being done on a trial basis and naturally
certain security measures will be in place.
To comply with our insurance company,
someone will put their head round the
door once during the day and if anyone
would enjoy being part of this rota, we
would love to hear from you.
Most importantly, this will allow anyone
to drop in at any time…maybe just for a
few minutes peace and quiet…maybe just
to shelter from the rain when walking the
dog! For whatever reason – and there will
be many – you are most welcome and the
North door (facing the car park) will be
open.
It was a tremendous tribute to Gary
Heap of The White Lion that so many
people attended his funeral on Thursday 31
January. Despite relaying the service into
the church room, we were unable to fit
everyone in – there were more than three
hundred and fifty people - and many of
them stood in the rain, under bushes and
trees and in the porches. Some people
just got very wet. David conducted a simple
and moving service and we were proud to
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CHOLESBURY

T

he Annual Parish Church Meeting
was held in the church on 12 March.
The finances have only shown a small
improvement as the new Gift Aid
programme has only just started.
Nevertheless, our charities continued to
receive support thanks to the generosity of
villagers. Cholesbury has agreed with the
Deanery to reduce our payments known as
the Parish Share and our thanks to Wendy
Hutson for leading these prolonged
negotiations.
John Farmer was reappointed as Church
Warden and Liz Green as secretary. Wendy
has resigned as treasurer due to pressure of
work and the PCC is looking for someone
to take on this essential role. Any
volunteers please contact John Farmer
Our range of both modern and
traditional services will continue with the
existing mix of said and sung services.
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ST LEONARDS PARISH
HALL AGM –
AN UPDATE

WELCOME
NEWCOMERS!

It was heartening to see so many at our
If you have recently moved to the

recent AGM and I was pleased to be able to

Hilltop Villages, or know of someone

say that the Extension will be going ahead

who has, phone Helen Pert on

after Easter!

758017. Helen has kindly agreed to
Universal Mum

offer advice to help get newcomers

Mothering Sunday saw local Mums
playing leading roles. Kate Hoskin led the
service and introduced the ‘Universal Mum’
shown in the photo. Many of the roles,
commitments, skills and duties required by
the modern Mum in bringing up their
children were displayed. Brigid Farmer read
from St Luke and Amanda Williams read
the chapter from The Prophet on Children.
Both readings showed the challenge of
parenting.
The Spring Churchyard Tidy is
arranged for Saturday 5 April. A favourable
wind will be welcome as the bonfire is
already growing. Please come along at
10.30am to start the gardening year with a
couple of hours raking, cutting and
clearing.
We will be serving Cream Teas on
Sunday 1 June in the Village Hall. Come
along either early or late afternoon for
delicious food.

familiar with their new surroundings
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and the various services available.

T

he generosity of the local community
and organisations with their support
for the 2007 fund raising events and
the recent appeal to ‘get things moving’,
has brought this about. The amount in
hand, £105,000, will not fully complete the
final touches, therefore we are hoping for a
really good result from the fête (see Fête
Notice elsewhere) and other events in 2008.
On the practical side, the hall will
remain in full operation until the

‘break through’ in mid-July. The work
is then scheduled for completion in
time for Little Bears to begin the
Autumn term in September, along
with all other bookings.
On behalf of the committee – a huge
thank you to all our supporters. We are
indebted especially to Brian Lake, who has
contributed an extraordinary amount of
time and expertise toward the planning of
the extension. We wish him a full and
speedy recovery from his recent surgery.
If you have any query regarding the
above or use of the hall during the
planned work, or wish to help us in
any way, please do not hesitate to
contact me on 758548
Michael Reynolds
Chairman
St Leonards Parish Hall Committee

LITTLE BEARS
EASTER VISIT

C

lare Cox and her team of helpers
brought an enthusiastic group of
Little Bears to St Leonards on Tuesday
11 March. David opened the short service
and Virginia held her young audience spellbound as, with teddies and a donkey – not
forgetting Charlie – she told them the story
of Jesus’ entry to Jerusalem on Palm
Sunday. A great deal of audience
participation was much enjoyed by the
children and their parents, grandparents
and carers!
Hilltop News
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A SUPPER CONCERT
FOR ‘ANNIE’
It is not ‘Thomas’ but ‘Annie’ who needs
help this time. Most children will know that
Annie is the brown carriage pulled along
by Thomas that gives them rides at St
Leonards Fête, which will be held this year
on Saturday 7 June. The old garden trailer
that supports Annie has now deteriorated
to an extent that one can no longer be
certain it will work reliably on the day and
some more fund raising is needed.

S

o a Supper Concert will be held at St
Leonards Parish Hall on Saturday 10
May 2008. Half the net proceeds will
go to refurbishing Annie. The other half
will go to the St Leonards Parish Hall
improvement fund. Many families in the
villages have young children and once
again we are asking the whole community
to support this venture, including parents,
grandparents and friends.
A cast of 15 will perform
the concert, including a
small choir, soloists,
musicians, an accompanist,
a reader and the MC. We
aim to sing something for
everyone including folk
songs, traditional songs,
spirituals, show songs and
opera arias. There will be
readings and music will be
played on guitars and other
instruments. Supper will be
served during the interval;
there will be a cash bar and
a raffle. We would be
delighted to welcome you
to the hall at 7 for 7.30 pm.
Tickets are £17.50 per
head, obtainable from
Paddy Thomas: 758460 /
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paddythomas@winpad.co.uk.
In the 1980’s Tony Smith and Richard
Vasey designed and built ‘Thomas’ and
‘Annie’ for their own children’s
amusement. Over the next decade the little
train became a regular visitor to Spring and
Summer events in the villages. In 1998 at
season’s end, I found them both looking
rather forlorn and in a sorry state. I took
on the task of reviving them while I still
had my day job, which left limited spare
time for repair work. It also became clear
that local fund raising would be needed to
replace the worn out lawn tractor that
powered Thomas.
When I retired in 2003 we formed The
Village Train Group, whose prime movers
were myself and Paddy, Isobel Clark, Heidi
Doré and Julie Thomas. Isobel, Heidi and
Julie brought with them their many talents
plus their energy and enthusiasm and the
splendid support of their husbands,
children and friends. We mobilised
tremendous goodwill and support from
every corner of the villages and from every
age group. During the year we organised a
barn dance and a supper concert. People
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supported these fund-raising events by
making them sell-out successes.
Others gave spontaneous donations and
all sorts of people helped. To give just one
example, Thomas’s ‘face’ was sculpted in
high relief, painted and donated by Jim
Torrance, a local artist and craftsman. It
was all a wonderful example of the best
way in which a village community can work
and it enabled us to buy a sound, reliable
replacement tractor. I rebuilt Thomas for
the second time to fit the newer tractor,
which has worked well ever since.
Our Thomas and Annie venture
continues to rely on the support of people
in our villages. Here we have two local
good causes being embraced within this
one event, which must surely be a Win-Win
proposition. Now, if you would excuse me, I
must get back to my work on Annie so we
can be sure that all will be ready in time
for the fête!
Windsor Thomas
The Village Train Group
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Warmer days,
and hay fever?
Think of summer for a moment. What’s the
first thing that springs to mind: sun, sea,
sand or – sneezing? Do you find yourself
stuck inside, doors and windows sealed
tight, on lovely spring and summer days?
Have you become a reluctant expert on the
pollen count? Do you quietly dread the
months when the trees, grasses and
flowers are in pollen? Two of the most
beautiful seasons of the year spoilt by
perpetually runny nose, streaming red eyes
and sneezing violent enough to suspend
thought and stop everything in its tracks.

G

rasses may be the main culprits,
particularly in high summer when
warm windless days allow pollen to
build up, but a tree can release millions of
spores as early as March. No wonder hay
fever sufferers feel the odds are stacked
against them. Almost as irritating, as you
reach for another tissue, is the knowledge
that this is simply your body’s immune
system over- reacting to something that is
intrinsically harmless. And to cap it all this
is an allergy that can appear out of a clear
blue sky, and without any advance
warning. As my client Claudia says ‘‘seven
years ago I wouldn’t have believed you if
you`d said I`d develop something so
annoying but suddenly it started and over
the years the symptoms have gradually got
worse. Every day from June until the end
of August I greet each day with itchy eyes,
runny nose and a sneeze”. Like most
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sufferers she relied on medication, some of
which can make you drowsy, to keep the
symptoms under control. Yet when Claudia
first came to me it had nothing to do with
hay fever at all: she was resigned to
another dismal summer. It was because as
the mother of two small children she felt
constantly tired. She’d heard about The
Bowen Technique and wondered if it could
help her find more energy. It is hardly
surprising that the sensitive manipulation
involved in Bowen combined with the
peace of the treatment room sent her to
sleep on my couch.
When Claudia rang me after her fourth
treatment, it wasn’t to discuss the
improvement in her energy levels but the
mysterious reduction of her disruptive
allergy (less sneezing, no itchy eyes and no
medication!). She couldn’t believe her good
luck.
In fact people can frequently come to
see me for a complaint such as frozen
shoulder or back pain and find that their
hay fever is greatly relieved in the process.
Now after four to five treatments and
regular monthly visits to boost her immune
system, her hay fever is just a memory.
Taking care of her two small children will
always be demanding but she feels better
able to cope after having the Bowen
treatments: less stress, more energy and no
hay fever! This year the whole family are
looking forward to summer.
Bowen is a very subtle holistic hands-on
technique – it isn’t to be confused with
strenuous massage – involving gentle
rolling movements over specific muscles,
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tendons and ligaments,
which encourage the
body’s central nervous
system to make
adjustments. Bowen
can be used to treat a
number of chronic and
acute conditions
including asthma
(particularly childhood
asthma),
gastrointestinal
problems, menopause,
frozen shoulder,
arthritis, migraines,
sleeping problems…..
For further information
or a brochure, please
contact: Jo de Louvois
Cert.ECBS. MBTER.
MAR. 07768 771 584 /
01494 890027

www.thebowentechnique.co.uk
www.bowen-reflexology.co.uk
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HAWRIDGE &
CHOLESBURY COMMONS
PRESERVATION SOCIETY
Butterfly Walk
David and Lesley Dennis, who led a wellattended and very interesting walk on the
Commons last summer, have kindly offered
to conduct another one on 11 May. This
will depend on the weather, so if the
forecast is bad, please ring me, 758750, or
another committee member. Everyone is
welcome to come on this walk and for
those who have been before, we should
see different species that are emerging at
this time of year.
Summer Party
Once again, Mr and Mrs Gadsden have
generously offered us their garden at
Hawridge Place for our Annual Summer
Party, which will be held on 28 June.
Tickets will be on sale later in the year. This
is an event that all the family can enjoy –
there are always activities for children and
the committee provide supper that is eaten
in the comfort of marquees with tables.

Barbara Clark, who lived in Hawridge since
before WW2. Until her recent illness and
frailties, she was always to be seen walking
with her dog and she had a deep
appreciation of the beauties of our
Commons. She had wonderful, detailed
stories of what life was like at a time when
the roads were little more than rough
tracks and there was grazing on the
Commons, which kept the grassland free
from scrub.
We now face a very different situation.
The most obvious change is the increase in
the number and age of the trees, with a
consequent reduction in grassland area.
Christine Stott, as owner of the Commons,
and the Society are keen to maintain the
mosaic of habitats whilst increasing the
area of acid grassland and heathland,
which are the most valuable ecological
aspects of it. To this end we have been
removing scrub and felling small trees on
the edge of the grassland. In some places
this has had the additional benefit of

Hedgerow Survey
Buckinghamshire and Milton Keynes
Biodiversity Partnership are hoping to carry
out a hedgerow survey, concentrating on
boundaries that have not changed since
the 18th century. The area they will cover
includes the villages of Cholesbury,
Hawridge and Buckland Common, Ballinger
Common, Lee Common, Chartridge and
Bellingdon. They will be looking for
volunteers if the project goes ahead and
will provide training in early June. If you
are interested and would like to give a few
hours to this project, please contact Isobel
Clark on 758987 who will liaise with the
Partnership.

restoring the width of paths and rides so
that people can use them, and when the
grass is cut short, provides suitable habitat
for butterflies. A large part of the income
of the Society is spent on cutting and
collecting grass and bracken in September
to simulate grazing, as well as we can
without animals, and rolling bracken in
June/July.
Over the summer there are numerous
tasks to be done. Although Jef Bell kindly
cuts paths for us on the Cholesbury side of
Horseblock Lane, there are the ones on the
Chesham side which the Society cuts using
its own tractor and swipe. The mowing also
includes swiping glades which are
inaccessible to large machinery, and around
the edges of the grassland to keep the
brambles and scrub at bay.
Other tasks include:
• Collecting bracken frond measurements
as part of an ongoing project to compare
bracken management techniques.
• Clearing fallen trees from paths and
rides.
• Hand swiping bracken around
regenerating gorse.
• Collecting and scattering heather seeds
and planting young plants.
• Removal of invasive plants from the
ponds.
• Noting plants not previously seen on the
Commons.

Red Kites and Buzzards
One of the more striking examples of
wildlife on the Commons is the occasional
visit from Red Kites. Buzzards have been
more long-standing visitors although not
frequent ones. It can be difficult to
distinguish between different species of
birds of prey, partly because of the speed
at which they fly, but these two move
slowly and have distinctive tail silhouettes.
The Red Kite has a deeply forked tail, while
the Buzzard has a slightly curved, bluntended tail. While the Buzzard kills its prey,
the Red Kite is mainly a carrion feeder.
Kites often settle in trees and do not seem
to mind human presence too much. In
fact, near the area where they were
originally released on the Wormsley Estate
in the Hambleden Valley, they are often
much in evidence around the rooftops of
the villages, presumably because people
feed them. A more rapid expansion of
their range would occur if they were not
artificially fed.
Linden Bevan-Pritchard.

If you think you would like to help with
any of these tasks, you would be welcomed
with open arms since there is only a small
group of active volunteers trying to
manage this 100-acre Common.
Please contact Isobel Clark on 757987 or
hccps@cholesbury.com

Management of the Commons
We are very sorry to have lost another
long-standing member of our community,
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CHOLESBURY-CUM-ST
LEONARDS W.I.

M

eetings since the beginning of the
year have gone well with good
attendances and interesting topics
and speakers. Coming up in April, Dr. A.
Maisey – ‘Spare Part Surgery’ and in
May, ‘Resolutions’. This year the
resolutions to be discussed will be
‘Inappropriate imprisonment of severely
mentally disabled people’ and ‘Ban on
bottom trawling’. To know more, come to
St Leonards Parish Hall, meetings are on
the 3rd Monday of each month at 8pm and
visitors are always welcomed.
On Wednesday 7 May there is to be a
Quiz Evening. Tickets will be £8 to include
supper (bring your own drink) and there
will be tables of 8. Don’t be put off if you
cannot make up a complete table, placing
can be arranged.
Saturday 14 June is arranged as A
Murder Mystery Evening. Tickets are
£12.50, again including supper and bring
your own drinks. Both these events take
place in St Leonards Parish Hall, starting at
7.30pm.
Carol Henry on 758435 can give you more
information on all WI activities and will
have tickets for sale.

THE THURSDAY CLUB

O

ur next meeting will be on April 17 at
8pm in St Leonards Parish Hall when
there will be a Talk by a representative
of Tring Market Auctions. This should be a
very interesting evening when we can hear
about the work of the Auction Rooms. We
welcome visitors to the evening which will be
free for members and £1 for non-members.
Our next event will be the AGM and
Birthday Party on June 19 when, by popular
demand, we have a return visit from Sparkies
Jazz Band. There will also be a fish and chip
supper - further details will appear in the next
issue of Hilltop News.
Brian and Anne Lake 01296 620169; Violet
Lovett 758775; Primrose and Alan Langdon
01296 696092; Joan Walton 758332
After over 25 years as Chairman of the
Thursday Club and, for the last few years, as
secretary as well, I am going to retire at the
AGM in June. Therefore we are looking for a
volunteer to take over the position of
Chairman or secretary to ensure the
continuation of the club. At present, we meet
seven times a year - holding two parties in the
summer and at Christmas, a quiz, two talks
and two social afternoons. The programme is
quite varied and we usually hold four
committee meetings a year to discuss the
major events.
If you feel you can help at all, please
contact me or one of the committee members.
Joan Walton 758332
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NEIGHBOURHOOD
WATCH
The following
messages have been
issued recently:
1. To owners of mobile
phones: we all carry our
mobile phones with names and numbers
stored in the memory but only we know
which of these numbers belong to our
closest family or friends. If you were
involved in an accident or taken ill, people
attending would have your mobile phone
but not know who to contact. ‘ICE’ (In Case
of Emergency) has become a nationally
recognised name for this purpose. All you
need to do is store the number of a contact
person under the name ‘ICE’. If you have
more than one contact simply enter ICE1,
ICE2, ICE3 etc. Emergency personnel are
then able to contact the right person by
dialling the number you have stored as
‘ICE’. Also, if you haven't already done so,
add the police non-emergency number
0845 8 505 505 to your contact list.
2. February 14 saw the launch of the
National Centre for Domestic Violence.
Victims of domestic abuse within the
Thames Valley area will be able to access
fast, free legal advice and support through
the civil court system regardless of age,
gender, race, sexual orientation or financial
circumstances. As of 1 July 2007, a breach
of a non-molestation order (an injunction)
became a criminal offence, with a potential
five years imprisonment. With the National
Centre for Domestic Violence (NCDV) and
Thames Valley Police working alongside
each other, injunctions can be obtained
within 24 hours and the police can arrest
any offenders who breach it. If you or
someone you know is experiencing, or has
experienced domestic abuse, break the
silence and report it. NCDV is a registered
charity that provides a service to all people
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who suffer from domestic abuse,
completely free of charge. For more
information about the National Centre
for Domestic Violence, call 08709
220704 or visit www.ncdv.org.uk. Other
useful numbers are:
National Domestic Violence Helpline
0808 000 247
Victim Support Buckinghamshire
01296 395946
Neighbourhood Policing has recently
been launched. This is about putting the
‘local’ back into policing by working with
agencies, eg. local councils, to tackle issues
such as anti-social behaviour, criminal
damage and speeding. It is not just about
crime and policing but allows members of
the public to identify anything that
concerns them. A meeting was held at
Bellingdon in February which I was unable
to attend but I will publish further details
and information when I have it to hand.
Shirley Blomfield 758314
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100 CLUB WINNERS
February 2008
1st Prize – £15 Mrs M Rowe, Buckland Common
2nd Prize – £10 Mrs J Joseph, St Leonards
March 2008
1st Prize – £25 Mr M Angell, Buckland Common
2nd Prize – £15 Mrs S Blomfield, St Leonards
3rd Prize – £10 Mr N Thubron, St Leonards
REMINDER!

St Leonards Parish Hall 100 Club
The annual subscription is again £10 and is
due on the 1st of April. It is possible for
new members to join after that date.
As in the past your usual contact will be
in touch to enable you to join again for
another year. If preferred, Treasurer, Mr
Mick Mariscotti, Arrewig Farm, Arrewig
Lane, Chartridge HP5 2UA (837093) will
happily accept your subscriptions.
New members are always most welcome,
if you know of somebody who wishes to
join, please ask them to contact the
Treasurer or other Committee Member.
If paying by cheque, please make the cheque
payable to ‘St Leonards Hall 100 Club’

BELLINGDON
VILLAGE HALL
In November this year Bellingdon Village
Hall will be 60 years old and we are
planning to celebrate this on November
8. We hope to have an exhibition during
the day, with coffee, lunch and tea
being served; and then a party of some
sort in the evening.
Does anyone have any memorabilia
relevant to the hall or village covering
these 60 years (or more) that we could
borrow for the day? We are especially
interested in any of the societies and
clubs that have run there over the years,
histories of houses and people,
memories and photos. We can collect
and return where necessary and come
and write down your memories for you
if that would help.
Please contact me in the first instance
by e-mail, bellingdonm@hotmail.com or
phone 758303. Many thanks.
Lulu Stephens

St Leonards Parish Hall Committee
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Inter-Schools cross country

HAWRIDGE AND
CHOLESBURY SCHOOL
Art for all….

T

his Spring term, the school held a
hugely successful Art Week. The
younger pupils were taken out to a
local craft centre where they produced
delightful clay models and beautiful silk
paintings. Some of the older pupils were
visited by artist Sue Fawthrop, who
brought sketch books and several of her
own paintings to inspire them. Then mixed
age groups worked around the school on
projects such as felt making, aboriginal
painting, tiffany glass, leaf printing and
charcoal drawing to name but a few (…we
certainly won’t be short of displays for
some time to come!) The week culminated
in an exhibition of the work, the pieces
being framed and sold to parents to raise
money for the school fund.
Soon after this it was time to celebrate
Mothering Sunday. The 4-7 year-olds all
trotted down to Hawridge Church one
fresh school morning where they sang,
read prayers and poems and shook every
instrument imaginable in honour of their
Mums. (As Revd. David Burgess said ‘tissues
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should have been handed out at the door
to all those mothers present!’) Indeed, the
‘arty’ theme continued with all the children
going home that week clutching a plethora
of gifts, from handmade cards to tissue
paper flowers. Is there no end to their
artistic ability?
We also took a group of children for a
day out at Wendover Woods, where they
had a wonderfully muddy day building
shelters, following the nature trails and
helping with plans for a children’s outdoor
playground.
Vacancy
Hawridge & Cholesbury C of E School is
looking for midday supervisors. If you feel
you may be interested in this paid position,
please contact the school office on 758368
for more information and a C.R.B form.
Thank you.
Kay Bass 786016
On March 1 we took our turn hosting the
local Inter-Schools cross country. There was
an exceptional turn out for this event,
where pupils ran a course across our
beautiful common land. Competitors and
their families ended the morning at the
cricket clubhouse, where teas and bacon
butties were enjoyed by all.
43

Doris Scadding
and her Infant Class

I

n the late 1920s a
young woman
stepped off the
train at Tring
Station. She had
come from Kettering
and was attending
an interview at St
Leonards School.
Very few people had
cars in those days,
and as there was no public transport, she
had to take a taxi. This was Doris Scadding,
who had just passed her exams to become
a teacher, and had applied for her first
teaching post as the Infant Class teacher at
St Leonards School. She had fair hair, and
wore glasses. She was neat and serious and
a confirmed member of the Church of
England. As St Leonards was a Church
School, this was a requirement. She was
duly appointed.
Florence Gilbert lived in Chiltern
Cottage, now a livery stable, and had given
board and lodging to previous teachers at
the school. Although she had wanted to
stop doing this, Miss Scadding had no local
connections and the school managers
persuaded her to give her accommodation.
Mrs Gilbert had a daughter of a similar
age, Ivy, who had a severe bone infection
and was often an invalid at home She and
Miss Scadding soon formed a friendship
which lasted all their lives.
Miss Scadding acquired a bicycle, and
cycled up Gilberts Hill to the school. She
always propped her bike against the wall
under the big chestnut tree in the
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playground. There was no vandalism or
fear of theft. The room for the infants was
on the right as you face the school. It had
high ceilings and high windows, so children
could not gaze out.
As soon as a child was 5 years old it was
taken to school, or sent with an older child.
The infants sat on benches at low tables.
They turned to face the back wall of the
classroom, on which were cards where
letters of the alphabet were illustrated, ‘A
a for apple’, ‘B b for ball’, ‘C c for cat’ and
so on. Once they had learned these they
stood up at the front beside Miss Scadding
and were taught to read. They faced the
class, so Miss Scadding could cast her
watchful eye over the other children.
Younger children wrote with chalk on
slates, older ones wrote in lined exercise
books. Discipline was never a problem. No
child chattered or made a sound unless
asked a question. Those who did
misbehave had to stand in a far corner
with their hands on their heads.
Once a week senior girls joined the
infants to do sewing, making neat patches
in little exercise books with small pieces of
cloth. Boys did gardening in beautifully
tended vegetable beds in the school
garden, each one probably measuring a
perch (a strip of earth 5.5 yards long).
Senior boys walked to Wendover Station to
get seeds delivered by train.
The Headteacher at the time Miss
Scadding started work at St Leonards was a
bachelor, Mr Westcombe. He lived in the
School House and had a middle-aged
housekeeper who surprised everyone by
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Doris Scadding on her wedding day in 1949

giving birth to a severely abnormal baby
who died at birth. The Headteacher
disappeared from the scene immediately
and a younger married man, Mr Edward
Culverhouse, was appointed in 1931.
Children walked to school. Many came
from Buckland Common, but some came
from Hastoe. Although Tring would have
been nearer, Hastoe was in
Buckinghamshire, so they had to go to St
Leonards, walking through the wood, past
what is now Chivery Hall Farm to Chivery
and then down to the school. They
sometimes arrived with very wet clothes
which were hung on the big fireguards
round the solid fuel boiler to dry .
Miss Scadding never changed. After the
2nd World War she was introduced to an
Australian serviceman, Roy Wallace, who
had been a POW and was recuperating in
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Amersham Hospital before
repatriation. She only met him
twice before he went back to
Australia, but he wrote and
asked her to go out there and
marry him. She had never even
been abroad: her world had been
within 50 miles of St Leonards.
Doris travelled to Australia on a
liner, and Roy met her at Sydney
docks. She was given the choice of
either going to stay with his sister
in Brisbane, or marrying him then
and there and going into the
outback where he ran a school bus
and had a small delivery service. So,
on so brief an acquaintance, she married
him in a side-chapel of Sydney Cathedral.
The house to which he took her was
primitive. She had to bath in the creek at
the back, and cook on a wood-burning
stove in temperatures of 100+. She once
stood all day on the table in the kitchen
because a snake had come in to the house.
Doris adapted well to life in the outback
of New South Wales, and learnt to drive
the school bus. She made beautiful baby
clothes, which were always in great
demand at local craft stalls. She used to
come back to England in the Spring, the
season she missed the most.
Three years ago she had a leg
amputation because of poor circulation
and died in 2006. Miss Scadding is fondly
remembered by many of the children she
taught at St Leonards.
Patsy Walters
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About voles
Having written in previous issues about
rats and mice, we now take a look at
voles. When trying to identify small
mammals such as rats, mice, voles and
shrews, you need to look at the shape of
the nose, size of ears and length of tail in
relation to the body. Colouring and size
alone can be deceptive; a young brown rat
can easily be mistaken for a mouse.

V

oles are chubby, round faced with
short blunt noses, fairly small eyes
and ears as well as short tailed.
There are just three native types of vole
widely spread in Britain and to be seen in
our countryside.
The bank vole is probably the most
abundant of our small rodents after the
ubiquitous wood mouse. Its body is about
9cm long and tail 6cm. The glossy coat is
chestnut brown. This vole prefers to live
where there is dense cover – bramble
thickets, hedgerows and woody shrubs; it is
the vole you are most likely to come across
in country gardens by day or by night. It
runs and scurries rather than bounds along.
Weighing just 30g, it can climb along
bramble stems to feed on fruit. The diet
also includes seeds, nuts and berries, green
plants, snails and fungi. Hazelnuts are a
favourite; the vole gnaws a hole in the
shell to get at the tasty kernel. Food may
be stored in underground chambers
reached by a network of tunnels excavated
by the little mammal.
In mild years when food is plentiful,
bank voles begin breeding early and
multiply very rapidly into late autumn;
there can be five litters of about five young
reared above or below ground. A vole born
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early in the year may itself be raising a
family within six weeks so numbers can
build up very rapidly. But as there are many
predators such as owls and weasels, the
average life span is only about six months.
Then there is the field vole which is
slightly larger (10cm) than the bank vole
and has a shorter pinker tail. Its coat is a
shaggy yellow-brown. Aggressive and noisy
by night and day, this vole utters loud
squeaks and angry chatter as it defends its
small grassy territory. The succulent lower
stems of grass provide the main food,
supplemented by bulbs, roots and tree
bark. The field vole is another prolific
breeder and populations can build up
quickly to plague proportions in a
favourable habitat and ‘good’ year. Up to
seven litters are reared between March and
December. The young are weaned in only
16 days and are ready to mate in just a few
weeks.
This explosive growth in the population
is much appreciated by the barn owl whose
diet is dominated by the noisy field voles
which are located by the bird’s amazing
echo location system. Sally Reynolds tells
me that last year was a ‘good’ year for
Hilltop field voles and that the barn owls
responded instantly by rearing more young
owls to eat them – it’s amazing how
quickly animals and birds react in this way
to fluctuations in food supply. There are, of
course many other field vole predators
include tawny owls, kestrels, foxes, stoats,
weasels and snakes.
Finally we come to the ‘friendly’ water
vole which is about twice the size (20cm) of
the other two voles and big enough to be
mistaken for a brown rat, especially when
swimming. In fact it is often referred to
wrongly as a water ‘rat’. Closer
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where it found the water vole defenceless
and much to its taste. The sharp decline of
the water vole population has been much in
the news recently and it is cheering to note
that energetic steps are being taken by the
Environment Agency, British Waterways
Board and local authorities all over Britain
to reverse the decline of a
now endangered
species. From
April 6 this
year, it will
be an
offence to
kill or even
disturb water
Water vole
voles in England.
vole has to consume
Developers will be forced
food equivalent to 80 per cent of
to catch and re-house any voles
its body weight daily to survive.
living on any proposed sites.
Grass and green plants are vital
Protection under the
in the summer and fruit, roots
Wildlife and Countryside
and bulbs in the autumn and
Act of 1981 will be similar to
winter. They love apples in
that currently afforded to
particular. As in the case of the
Field Vole
otters.
other two voles, it breeds prolifically
It is good to know that steps
when allowed to and when conditions are
taken to restore the water
favourable. There are up to five litters of
vole population of
six young. Yet only about a third of
the river Chess are
juveniles make it to adulthood.
bearing fruit. The
Predators abound – otters, pike,
little mammal was
herons, stoats, weasels, rats, cats
Bank Vole
abundant in 2001 but was facing
and owls – but the American mink,
extinction just three years later. Now
mentioned below, has killed more
numbers have grown again to about 35 per
than all these put together.
cent of the previous peak and are said to
Once very widespread throughout Britain
be rising. Other local plans are being
with an estimated population at its peak of
implemented to restore populations in the
seven million, the water vole has suffered a
river Bulbourne and the Wendover Arm of
dramatic and disastrous decline over the last
the Grand Union Canal. A quick search on
two decades – and is now absent from
Google reveals similar protection and
nearly 90 per cent of the sites it once
conservation plans that exist for countless
inhabited. This has come about from the
other waterways all over the country. It
loss of habitat in development of waterways
seems that, after receiving a nasty shock,
together with the depredations of the
Voley is here to stay.
American mink introduced for fur farming
from about the 1920s. In the 1950s, it was
Jim Hetherington 758836
allowed to escape into our rivers and canals
examination out of the water shows that it
is a very different animal with its short
blunt nose, rounded ears and shorter tail.
Ratty in the ‘Wind in the Willows’ was
really Voley!
The ideal habitat for the water vole is
provided by the steep banks of slow
moving, fairly deep waterways
where voles excavate multi-level
tunnels to accommodate
fluctuations in water level and
to facilitate underwater
escape from danger. The
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In the fields
As the daylight hours grow longer and
nature prepares for the spring colour flush,
so farmers gear up for the work. Hedges
that are cut on a three-year rotational basis
between December 1 and the end of
February as part of our ‘Environmental
Scheme’ have been finished. (Road side
hedges are exempt from rules as traffic
safety takes priority).

O

ver-wintered rough cultivations
have been disc cultivated during the
recent dry period and spring barley
destined for the malting industry (and
ultimately the production of lager) has
been sown and rolled in. The aim of rolling
is to consolidate the soil about the seed
(giving even germination), level the surface
(therefore reducing surface area and
potential moisture loss should the weather
turn dry), and push down flints that could
potentially cause damage to the combine
at harvest time.
Oil seed rape crops have received their
first dressing of nitrogen fertilizer that
should stimulate growth after the constant
attentions of the pigeons over winter.
Wheat begins to look slightly pale at
this time of year as it begins to grow and
will receive its first dressing of fertilizer mid
March. Then we should see a marked
greening effect.
Spring barley will receive all of its
fertilizer soon after emergence (mid-March
– weather permitting), as this will hopefully
lead to the low nitrogen content of grain
at harvest that the malting industry
requires. This is in direct contrast to the
milling wheat being grown on the farm
where late applications of nitrogen convert
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to protein within the plant that lead to
bread-making quality.
Applications are made from a spreader
that throws the materials placed within a
hopper to the required distance and spread
rate using spinning discs. The timing of
fertilizer applications to any crop on the
farm is dictated by growth stage of the
plant, population and the weather. It is
interesting to note that modern nitrogen
fertilizers often contain sulphur compounds
as an essential nutrient, owing to the lack
of sulphur dioxide falling from the
atmosphere as a direct result of cleaner
industrial processes.
The most important piece of equipment
on the farm has yet to emerge from the
shed this year, except to have its annual
‘MOT’ inspection. Over-wintered crops
rarely require pesticide applications as
diseases and insects usually remain
dormant. But, as the weather warms up,
just like in your gardens, the weeds, fungi
and insects will emerge.
In large scale monoculture, the use of
pesticides is essential to maintain the levels
of food production that we currently enjoy.
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The only way to cover large areas of land
in a relatively short time is by using wide
broom crop sprayers. These highly
sophisticated machines have ground speed
radar and computers on board to microadjust application rates constantly.
Recommendations for all fertilizers and
pesticides on the farm are made by a
qualified professional agronomist who can
be seen riding a quad bike or walking over
the land weekly during the main growing
season. Spray operators follow these
recommendations and have to be qualified
via courses and continually update their
knowledge of legislation relating to
technology, products and environmental
issues.
Farming is becoming more sophisticated
by the day, with technical developments in
machinery, crop husbandry and chemicals;
but it will always be dictated to by the
weather! (Or the EU?)
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We welcome all letters and articles which are of general interest and relevance to the
Hilltop Villages. Information for the June/July (limited) edition should be sent to Imogen
Vallance (Societies) or Anne Butterworth (Church Matters) by 11 May. All other news,
views and material should go directly to the editor Graham Lincoln. The next larger
edition is the August/September issue.
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