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AGM
The December AGM enjoyed an excellent talk about the geology of the Chilterns by Geoff Larminie, which followed the
election of two new committee members: Paul Hembury, from Hawridge, & Graham Kersting, from Heath End. Mandy
Houlihan was elected vice-chairman. Guy Attenborough, Chris Bristow, & Fletcher Nicholson retired from the committee
after much valuable service.

SUBSCRIPTIONS: OF £5 EACH ARE DUE NOW FOR THE NEW YEAR (UNLESS YOU HAVE PAID SINCE THE
AGM). SEE TEAR-OFF SLIP BELOW.

CHAIN-SAW COURSE
At the end of February six members of the society undertook the chainsaw course arranged by Mike Wallis (through Vale
Training Group). There was an introductory day for all six, then a practical day for each of two groups of three, here on the
commons. Recognised qualifications will enable us to extend our BTCV insurance to cover chainsaw use, a very desirable
extension.

PERMISSIVE RIDE CLOSURE
This annual closure (to emphasise the permissive character of the horse rides) was done as usual on the first Monday of
March; more precisely, from dusk the day before to dusk on the Monday. As happened last year, somebody deliberately
destroyed one of the signs near the cricket club. Why?

PONDS
The working party on March 2nd did much work round both Pallett's Pond & the dewpond (towards the Full Moon). Clive
Carey spent more than three hours in the former, removing stems growing from the stump in the centre for others to drag out
& burn. The dewpond that evening was full of frogs & frog-spawn. We took advice beforehand from BBOWT & Froglife's
Pond Doctor (summary over).

LITTERBLITZ
This appears to be much needed. Bags will be put out for the weekend of March 30th. Please do whatever is nearest you
first, & then as much more as you can. Gloves and a litter-picker (£5 from Chiltern District) are both good ideas.

SUMMER PARTY / Picnic - Saturday 14th June 2003

This year's party is to be a bit different!  We are organising a lunch-time picnic (bring your own booze, glasses, rugs,
tables/chairs etc.) from 12.30 - 3.00pm.
It will be held in the grounds of Hawridge & Cholesbury C of E school - so lots of space for the kids - with swings, climbing
frame and a little cycle track.
There will be a Hog-Roast for the adults, and a Bar-B-Q for the children.
Tickets will be on sale from mid-April onwards - your local distributor will be in touch!

WALKS:We are thinking of pond, hedge, & fungi walks during the year.

LOCAL HERITAGE STUDY & SOCIAL HISTORY OF THE VILLAGES
The Lottery Heritage Study is about to appear in print, some 123 pages including maps, photographs, & index. It will be
available at a price of £10, thanks to the Local Heritage Initiative grant & a subsidy from the society itself.

EDUCATIONAL STORIES

The five short stories for children are now available as booklets with line illustrations, suitable for colouring. Many thanks go
to Liz Pitman as the author, & to Jim Torrance as illustrator. Copies are available free from Isobel Clark, East Wing, Shire
Lane.

WEBSITE: www.cholesbury.com/hccps

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

SUBSCRIPTIONS £5 each, to treasurer Mike Fletcher (758 419; Ivy Cottage Cholesbury hp23 6nd)
FROM:



Advice on Ponds (following visits from BBOWT and Froglife�s Pond Doctor):

Pallett�s Pond (The Duck Pond) on Cholesbury Road 

The willow which is growing in the middle of the pond should ideally be removed. However, the chances of the
clay lining being breached are unknown and so a more cautious approach is advised. The branches should be
removed but the stump left behind, and each year any regrowth should be removed. In any case, the stump
provides valuable habitat for invertebrates and amphibians giving cover in an otherwise open environment. The
trees around the margin of the pond provide useful shade for certain pond creatures and inhibit the growth of
plants such as duckweed which can cover entire bodies of water. On the other hand, they limit the range of
wildlife by dropping their leaves into the water, thereby adding large amounts of nutrients. In addition they suck
up a large volume of water which assists the natural drying out which tends to take place towards the end of the
summer. A balance should therefore be struck between complete removal of the trees and allowing them to
grow to maturity. 

The presence of ducks in/on the pond is probably the main reason for the complete lack of submerged plant life
and the reason that the pond never seems to clear. They stir up the mud, thereby stopping plants from rooting
and also by stopping light from reaching any submerged plants. Their faeces can be highly polluting and they
also feed on invertebrates and detritus that they find in the mud so they are very effective at discouraging plants
from growing there. Fish and other higher life forms have a similar effect, as well as tending to eat the
amphibian and invertebrate life out of existence. Any feeding of the ducks should be kept to a minimum and
spare food should not be left to rot beside the pond. No creatures should be artificially introduced into the pond,
especially those which are high level predators, such as duck, fish and terrapin. To check how important
Pallett�s pond is in terms of the wildlife it supports, a basic survey should be carried out of what is in the pond
already. The survey could just take the form of someone running a fine-meshed net through the mud, weed, and
open water, and making a basic attempt to identify the creatures caught. This would give us a reasonable idea
as to whether the pond is poor in diversity or rich. 

If this were a pond on a nature reserve, vegetation would not be removed at this stage. However, since the
fringe of vegetation on the southern side has expanded rapidly in the last couple of years this southern fringe
requires a programme of occasional clearance. The reedmace in particular can spread rapidly by sending out
tubers to form new plants and also by seeding from its bulrush heads. The plants are, however, all of value for
wildlife. It is important therefore that any management programme hinges on the aim of controlling the spread of
the vegetation whilst minimising the impact on wildlife rather than blitzing it. Clearance work, therefore, should
be limited and avoid times of the year when certain creatures are particularly vulnerable. It is better to do a
small amount of vegetation clearance every year or two as needed rather than blitz the pond every ten years.
The best time of year to remove vegetation is generally considered to be in the autumn as at this time there are
fewer young creatures in the water and disturbed wildlife does not have to face the harsh mid-winter weather.

Overall, the pond appears to be in pretty good health. In trying to decide how to manage Pallett�s pond, a
balance should be struck between encouraging wildlife and aesthetic value.

The Dew Pond on Cholesbury Common

This is a more interesting pond from a wildlife point of view partly because it was dredged in the last ten years,
and partly because of a lack of large trees in the vicinity. The abundant water purslane is rare in
Buckinghamshire and is clearly thriving in this location. Many ponds that are overgrown or are little more than
damp depressions can harbour unusual plants and invertebrates and are therefore of particular value. It would
be better to keep the bushes and trees around it quite small (by coppicing in a cycle) so that they can provide
cover for small mammals, birds, amphibians and other creatures. They should not be allowed to grow to the
point where significant amounts of leaves fall into the pond

The combination of Pallett�s pond and the dew pond provides a diversity of conditions which will maximise the
value to a wider range of wildlife than each single type. Both should be managed in such a way as to play to
their strengths rather than with an identical aim.  

We are hoping to organise a walk around the ponds later in the year which everyone is welcome to join. 


